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Pastor’s Message 

“A New Year” 
I recently saw a news ar-cle that 

highlighted a slight majority of Americans are 
hopeful as enter 2022. That got me thinking 
about the new year and the reason(s) for our 
hope. So, as I begin this ar-cle I want to ask you 
to take a moment and think about the following 
ques-ons: 

On a scale of 0-10 with 10 being the 
highest / best, where would you put my 
level of hopefulness for the year 2022? 
Why did you give yourself that score? 
What were the reason(s) for your score? 

Now, I want you to consider if your hope 
was an external or internal? For example, do 
you have hope because of your abili-es, 
ingenuity, etc? Do you have hope because it is 
an elec-on year? Do you have hope because of 
the vaccines, your job, etc? Where is Jesus in 
the midst of your hope? One could say that our 
hope because of Jesus is both an external and 
internal basis for our hope. As Chris-ans, our 
hope is most certainly connected and built 
upon Jesus. For the rest of this ar-cle, I want to 
invite you to consider the hope we have in, 
through, and because of Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “All of us who were 
bap-zed into Christ Jesus were bap-zed into his 
death? We were therefore buried with him 
through bap-sm into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we will certainly also be united with 
him in a resurrec-on like his. For we know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body ruled by sin might be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves to sin” 
(Romans 6.3-6). Our hope for living a life that 
honors the Lord comes from our being united 
to Christ through our bap-sm. We have died to 
sin; we no longer live in it for we have been 
made new and alive in Christ Jesus. The hope 
for a new life is one that is through Jesus and 
because of Jesus and in Jesus! So, rejoice that 
you are in Jesus. You are a new crea-on (2 Cor. 
5.17); you can now live a new life through, in, 
and because of Jesus! 

As one looks at the world, we see a 
tremendous amount of sin, brokenness, and 
the world being out of order. There is much 
darkness over the world (Isaiah 60.2a). I think 
when people state that they do not have much 
hope it is because we are looking at the 
darkness and void that sin inflicts upon the 
world. But, as Chris-ans, we see not only the 
darkness, but the light of God in Jesus. The 
Christmas and Epiphany seasons highlight the 
light of Jesus, the light that “shines in the 
darkness and the world has not overcome it 
(i.e. Him)” (John 1.5). There is now light in the 
midst of darkness. This light is Jesus; it is 
external from us. The light breaking in the 
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darkness comes to us from God; it is not our 
doing or works that compels or brings us about 
the in-breaking of light. As we confess near the 
end of service every Sunday: Christ has come! 
Christ is risen! Christ shall come again! Christ 
came in Bethlehem’s manger; Christ burst forth 
from His tomb near Calvary; and Christ shall 
come again. Those are reasons for hope; the 
darkness of the world is being punctured by the 
light of Jesus. The dawn of Jesus is rising upon 
crea-on and the darkness can only flee from it! 
Because of Jesus, we have hope!  

Jesus is the light of the world that is an 
external reality, but it is also an internal one as 
well. We, in a sense, internalize the external 
truths of Jesus’ victory. We can ‘own’ the 
victory of Jesus as our own which then 
becomes our own internal basis of hope. I am 
Christ’s. Nothing can separate me from the love 
of God. Because Jesus lives, so, too, will I live! 
Our faith in Jesus grasps those external reali-es 
and personalizes it; it makes Jesus’ victory your 
victory.  

I want to end this ar-cle by including the 
lyrics from the hymn “My Hope is Built on 
Nothing Less” (LSB 575). No-ce what Edward 
Mote, the author of the hymn, highlights as the 
basis for his and our hope. 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

3 His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev'ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! [Refrain] 

We enter in to the new year not with 
wishful thinking and hopes of a beler future or 
year. We enter the new year with Christ by our 
side as He is our hope. We enter the new year 
knowing that no maler what happens in the 
year that Christ is the anchor that holds. We 
enter the new year with an external and 
internal hope that is found, centered, built 
upon, in, through, and because of Jesus. 

May God bless you this month as you 
remember that you are loved and 
treasured by God! 
PC 

Bible Study 
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by Pastor 
Chris. We are mee-ng in-person and 
online through Zoom. We are studying the 
Gospel of Malhew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – The 
women’s bible 
s t u d y i s 
resuming on 
W e d n e s d a y 
mornings at 10 
a.m. We are 

s t u d y i n g t h e 
book of James. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: 1st 
Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. Meets at 
the church. 
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Prince of Peace Financials 
 December’s Report (through the 

end of November) 
 General Fund:  

Income: Expenses:
 $14,1578  $14,353 

   
2021 – 2022 YTD:   

 $39,951  $40,798 

L.S.S. Food Donation 
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food dona-ons 
due to the greatly increased number of 
clients and the ability to buy less and less 
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you 
will donate, please bring your food 
dona-on to the church on Sunday January 
9th and we will take everything down there 
on behalf of the congrega-on. The items 
they are reques-ng are fruits, vegetables, 
tuna, peanut buler, other ‘shelf’, non-
perishable items, and personal care items. 
Jesus said in Malhew 25.40, “Whatever 
you did to the least of these My brothers, 
you did it for Me.” Thank you for your 
willingness to help those in need. You can 
bring your food dona4on to the church 
and it will be unloaded for you.  

Flower Signups 
If you would like to purchase flowers for 
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near 
the church office. Cost is $25.00 

LWML Mites 
We will receive any mite offerings on 
Sunday, January 9th. There will be a 
special basket, solely dedicated to the 
LWML offering. 

Communion Schedule 
Communion will be celebrated on January 
9th and the 23rd. We will celebrate 
communion during the in-person services 
and following the service. 

LWML Mites Supporting  
Hope of Christ for Cancer 

Patients 
As Chris-ans, we are charged with sharing 
the message of the Gospel and the Word 
with all individuals. The mission of Phil’s 
Friends, an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organiza-on, is to introduce and 
strengthen rela-onships with Christ by 
providing faith-based hope to those with 
cancer. The support includes a care 
package with prac-cal, emo-onal, and 
spiritual items, including a Bible, a card 
sent monthly for 12 months, and a new 
program “Hope on Call,” in which Phil’s 
Friends’ trained volunteers meet virtually 
with the cancer pa-ent to talk and pray. 
This grant would further fund Phil’s Friends 
Cancer Care Packages, Cards of Hope, and 
Hope on Call. 

Streaming of Worship  
 We will con-nue our Sunday live stream 
worship services for the next several 
months. Service will be at 10:30 a.m. If you 
cannot make it to service, we are pos-ng 
the recording of it on our website 
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon 
sec-on.  
 In order to par-cipate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to the 
website by Saturday morning. You can 
access the worship folder at:  Worship 
Folder 
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 On the same page as the worship folder, 
you will find the link to the live stream. I 
have included it here in the newsleler as 
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  

December Council Highlights 
• Council approved the transfer of the 

Gunton family to Hosanna Lutheran 
Church (ELCA). 

• Council approved adding Linda S. to all 
Prince of Peach accounts at 5th/3rd Bank. 

• Mike P. reported on a number of on-
going building maintenance projects, 
including geung quotes on having 
screens installed on the high gulers to 
eliminate the safety hazard of the yearly 
cleaning of these gulers. 

• Richard R. reported that the men’s 
fellowship breakfast would resume in 
January and would include a study of 
the Gospels.   

• Richard also reported that a schedule of 
S u n d ay g r e e t e rs h a s b e e n r e -
established.   

• Richard further reported that our public 
rela-ons efforts have taken the form of 
informa-on and announcements 
published on social media plavorms. 

• Pastor Chris, Brian R. and possibly some 
nurse members of the congrega-on will 
be looking into the purchase of a 
defibrillator for the church. 

• Phillip S. reported that it may be that 
the church has flood insurance in 2022, 
but he will verify this. 

President Kneller appointed a Financial 
Investment Commilee chaired by Phillip S. 
and composed of Elizabeth L., Tom K. and 
David K.  This commilee is charged with 
looking for beler investments for a por-on 
of the Prince of Peace funds. 

Online Offerings 
You have the opportunity to support the 
mission and ministry of Prince of Peace 
through an electronic transfer of funds 
(EFT). It is a convenient way to support the 
Lord’s work here at Prince of Peace. You 
can set up a recurring debit or manually 
input your ministry support weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly. Below are the steps 
to seung up your EFT for ministry support.  

Go to POP Website and click the ‘donate’ 
tab. Enter the Amount and frequency and 
date(s) that you want to give. Enter the 
informa-on on next page (incl. banking 
info). Enter a password if you want to 
create a profit and then submit it by 
clicking ‘Process.’ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Are you a Thrivent member and have 
eligible Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

designate? If so, 
consider Prince of 
Peace. We have a 
s p e c i a l f u n d 
d e d i c a t e d t o 

Thrivent Choice dollars that the Thrivent 
members authorize for projects and 
purchases. You can check your Thrivent 
choice dollar amounts and direct them 
from the following webpage: Thrivent 
Choice or you can google “Thrivent Choice 
Dollars.”  
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Families to Pray for 
Week 1: Kenney; Kline 

Week 2: Klockner; Kluesener; Kneller; 
Kneller

Week 3: Kollie; Kozak; Likes 
Week 4: Lindsay, Mayercin

Home Communion  
Distribution 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at your home, Pastor Chris is 

now offering Holy 
Communion at your 
front door. He will 
c o n s e c r a t e t h e 
bread and the wine 
in his car, bring it to 

you at your doorstep and you will receive 
the Lord’s body and blood at your door. 
Pastor Chris will wear gloves and a mask 
t h e e n- re - m e , eve n b efo re h e 
consecrates the elements. If you would like 
to receive Holy Communion at your home, 
please contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 

BIRTHDAYS 
Michele D. - 1/1 
Bill B - 1/4 
Jenna E. - 1/5 
Mike P.. - 1/5 
Korto K. - 1/6 
Dawn R. - 1/6 
Cynthia R. - 1/8 
Andy J. - 1/9 
Rose K. - 1/10 
Helen W. - 1/16 
Lauren A. - 1/18 
Jessie B. - 1/19 
Hannah S. - 1/21 
Terri R. - 1/23 
Amanuel M. - 1/24 
Alessandra S. - 1/28 

Richard B. - 1/29 
Emily B. - 1/29 
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Steve and Kathy H. - 46  

years on 1/3. 
Amanuel M. And Kidist S. 

 - 18 years on 1/10 
Adam and Jessie R. - 9 years on 1/9 

Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 

Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa=on. Thank you. 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike P.  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: Bev S. / Liz L. 
may sign up for flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

January 2 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS                        Open 
GREETERS John and Delores  

 K./Stephanie S. 
LECTORS Jessica M.J. /  
 Dawn R. 
USHER                                  Brian R. & Liz L. 
PA SERVERS                       Mike Peu  
                             

January 9 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS Gogolins (Son’s 

birthday) 
GREETERS  Bev. S. / Dawn 

Reed    
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LECTORS                              Willie F. / Jeff R. 
USHERS  Tom K. / Phillip S. 
PA SERVERS   Mike Peu 

January 16 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS  
GREETERS Richard R./Liz L.  
LECTORS Debby F./Phillip S. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Peu 

January 23 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Open 
GREETERS Richard & Laura  
 B. / Pat Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /  
 Tom K. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Peu 

January 30 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Open 
GREETERS Richard & Laura  
 B. / Pat Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /   
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Peu 
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