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Pastor’s Message 

“One Day at a Time” 

I want to begin by newsle/er ar1cle by 
apologizing for the lateness of this month’s 
newsle/er. Please accept my apology for 
not ge;ng this to you all sooner! 
 As I wrote the above sentences, I 
had the thought ‘faith is taken one day, 
one moment at a 1me.” Our life of faith is 
a journey that we take with the Lord and 
with one another. We cannot achieve 
everything at one moment; we cannot do 
everything in one conversa1on, in one 
prayer, in one bible reading, class, or 
sermon. We take our faith one day and 
one moment at a 1me.  
 In the bible, Psalms 120 – 134 are 
called the Songs of ascent. These were the 
‘songs’ that the Jewish people would recite 
and or sing as they went up to Jerusalem. 
Virtually all these Psalms have the idea of 
journeying, walking towards the Lord. 
Pastor Eugene Peterson wrote a book (A 
Long Obedience in the in the Same 
Direc1on) on these Psalms and he sees the 
psalms as reflec1ve of discipleship, of 
walking with the Lord. The Psalms of 
ascent remind us that we are going 
something, that our life of faith has a telos 
(an end point, a goal). That telos is the 
new crea1on, the new heaven and the 
new earth. While we wait for God to bring 
the new crea1on to full frui1on, we take 
each day as it is. We journey together as 

an individual believer in Christ and as a 
Chris1an community. So, what does or 
could this look like as we embark on a long 
obedience in the same direc1on?  
 First, it means we are all on the 
same path, on the narrow way as Jesus 
describes it in Ma/hew 7.13-14. We are 
heading for the same future: the renewed 
heavens and earth, the resurrec1on and 
transforma1on of our bodies (see 1st 
Corinthians 15.35-58). There will be a day 
of no more crying, suffering, pain, death, 
or mourning (see Revela1on 21.4). God 
will dwell with us (see Revela1on 21.1-3). 
This is where we are heading; it is not 
‘heaven’ that we are heading for, but the 
new heaven and the new earth where God 
will be with us. A day when sin, Satan, and 
death are no more. This is the telos of our 
faith. 
 Secondly, this new heaven, new 
earth, the resurrec1on of the dead, and 
the defeat of sin, Satan, and death have 
been accomplished through Jesus. This is 
not something that we achieve; it is given 
to us as a gie! We receive the benefits of 
Jesus’ work through faith, and this is 
where our journey of faith begins. When 
we come to faith, when we are marked as 
a child of God through our bap1sm, we 
have been connected to Jesus (see 
Romans 6). We now live by faith, not by 
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sight (see 2nd Corinthians 5.7). We now live 
through the crucified Jesus. And as the 
Apostle Paul, “The life I live in the body, I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me” (Gala1ans 
2.20b). Our life of faith is one where we 
love others, serve others, and bless others. 
We will also struggle against our sinful 
nature and inclina1ons (see Gala1ans 
5.16-26). So, our life of faith is a life of 
repentance. It is a day to day, moment by 
moment, life lived in the grace, mercy, and 
love of God. 
 As we live moment by moment and 
day by day, we have opportuni1es to speak 
of Jesus, to be “li/le Christs” as Mar1n 
Luther called Chris1ans. We are the hands 
and feet of Jesus in this world. As such, we 
do what we can, where we can, and when 
we can. Remember, our life of faith is a 
long obedience in the same direc1on. It is 
not a sprint; rather, our life of faith is like a 
marathon. We need not think that we have 
to accomplish everything or say everything 
in one moment. Jesus spent three years 
proclaiming the Gospel, healing diseases, 
and discipling the Apostles. I’ve always 
wondered if Jesus lee a village or town 
while there were s1ll individuals suffering 
from whatever illness or disease. Jesus did 
not rush to Jerusalem to be crucified the 
moment aeer He was bap1zed by John the 
Bap1st. Jesus went around preaching and 
healing. I’m certain that even when Jesus 
taught in the synagogue, He did not touch 
upon every subject impac1ng the lives of 
His hearers. Jesus lived in faith, hope, and 
love day by day, moment by moment. We, 
too, can follow Jesus and live in faith, 
hope, and love day by day, moment by 
moment. The life we live in the body, we 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

us and gave himself for us (Gala1ans 
2.20b). 
 As we life by faith in Jesus and 
par1cipate in the long obedience in the 
same direc1on, we do so together, as a 
Chris1an family and community. God has 
not created us to live our faith in isola1on. 
As we confess in Luther’s Small Catechism, 
the Holy Spirit “has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gies, 
sanc1fied and kept me in the true faith. In 
the same way, He cal ls , gathers, 
enlightens, and sanc1fies the whole Christ 
Church on Earth.” God the Holy Spirit has 
brought each of us to faith and joined us 
together. As such, we walk with one day by 
day and moment by moment as we follow 
Jesus in faith. We are there to encourage 
and strengthen one another. We are there 
to bless and help one another. We are 
there to share the Gospel with one 
another and to hear the Gospel. We pool 
our resources together so that we can 
welcome, serve, bless, and honor others. 
We live together as a light in the darkness 
(see Ma/hew 5.14-16). As a congrega1on, 
we do what we can, where we can, and 
when we can. We need not think that we 
must accomplish everything or say 
everything in one moment. As a 
community of faith, we live by faith in 
Jesus as we par1cipate in the long 
obedience in the same direc1on.  
 I pray that for the rest of this 
month, we con1nue to walk by faith in 
Jesus as we serve, bless, and speak with 
others.  
 God bless you this month as you 
con1nue to walk with Jesus in faith! 
PC 
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Bible Study 
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by Pastor 
Chris. We are mee1ng in-person. We are 
studying the Gospel of Ma/hew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – The women’s bible study is 
resuming on Wednesday mornings at 10 
a.m. We are studying the book of James. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: 1st 
Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. Meets at 
the church. 

Season of Lent Begins Soon 
In just a few weeks, we will begin the 
Season of Lent. Lent begins with our mid-
week Ash Wednesday service. Ash 
Wednesday will be Wednesday, March 2nd, 
at 7 p.m. There will be a mid-week Lenten 
meal. Our Lenten theme is “In View of 
God’s Mercy. 

L.S.S. Food Donation 
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food dona1ons 
due to the greatly increased number of 
clients and the ability to buy less and less 
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you 
will donate, please bring your food 
dona1on to the church on Sunday 
February 13th and we will take everything 
down there on behalf of the congrega1on. 
The items they are reques1ng are fruits, 
vegetables, tuna, peanut bu/er, other 
‘shelf’, non-perishable items, and personal 
care items. Jesus said in Ma/hew 25.40, 
“Whatever you did to the least of these 
My brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank you 
for your willingness to help those in need. 
You can bring your food dona6on to the 
church and it will be unloaded for you.  

Flower Signups 
If you would like to purchase flowers for 
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near 
the church office. Cost is $25.00 

LWML Mites 
We will receive any mite offerings on 
Sunday, February 13th. There will be a 
special basket, solely dedicated to the 
LWML offering. 

Communion Schedule 
Communion will be celebrated on 
February 13th and the 27th. We will 
celebrate communion during the in-person 
services and following the service. 

LWML Mites Supporting  
Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients 

Through the efforts of the Siberian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
pastoral training provided by the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, 
Siberia, the Word and Sacraments are 
again making their way to the long-
repressed Russian people. With this grant, 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League will 
p a r t n e r i n t ra i n i n g p a s t o r s a n d 
deaconesses and in helping the seminary 
con1nue its efforts to restore the Lutheran 
Church in Russia. The Novosibirsk 
seminary’s goal is to prepare workers to 
spread the true Word of God to the 
Russian people. This grant will fund some 
of the opera1onal expenses of the 
seminary and allow it to con1nue 
providing a solid theological educa1on to 
those seeking to serve as pastors and 
deaconesses within the Siberian Lutheran 
Church. 
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Streaming of Worship  
 We will con1nue our Sunday live stream 
worship services for the next several 
months. Service will be at 10:30 a.m. If you 
cannot make it to service, we are pos1ng 
the recording of it on our website 
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon 
sec1on.  
 In order to par1cipate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to the 
website by Saturday morning. You can 
access the worship folder at:  Worship 
Folder 
 On the same page as the worship folder, 
you will find the link to the live stream. I 
have included it here in the newsle/er as 
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  

Show Me the Father Movie 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ I just wanted 
to give you all a heads up on this movie 
that will be shown at Prince of Peace on 
Sunday, February 27th at 3 p.m. I have 
personally watched the movie 6 to 7 1mes 
and with each viewing I learn something 
new about Our Father In Heaven who 
leads and guides us each day of our life 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I 
can tell you that I con1nue to weep and 
tear up with each showing as God shows 
me through the movie how he has been 
with me my whole life through thick and 
thin. This movie is for all people – men, 
women, and children. I look forward to 
viewing this with all of my Brothers and 
Sisters—young and old as we all go 
forward in our lfe with Jesus Christ. See 
you on Sunday and later in the month for 
this showing. - Willie F. 

January Council Meeting 
•Mid-week Lenten services will begin on 

March 2.  Services will be based on “In 
View of God’s Mercy” 

•Pastor Chris will begin planning the 
congrega1ons’s use of some Thrivent 
“Ac1on Teams” as we serve our 
community and the Church in the 
coming months. 

•Work is being done to record two 
addi1onal services in the event that 
Pastor Chris needs to quaran1ne.  One 
is a full, live-stream, chapel-like service 
with recorded Concordia organ music. 
The other will be our typical Sunday 
morning service with someone from 
the congrega1on leading the service 
and a pre-recorded sermon delivered 
by Pastor Chris.  A third service has 
already been recorded.  

•In late February the en1re congrega1on 
will be invited to a showing of the 
movie “Show Me the Father,” either on 
a Saturday or Sunday at the church. 

•Council has approved to allow Phillip 
Shoemaker access to Prince of Peace 
account informa1on at 5/3rd Bank as 
part of the work of the Financial 
Investments Commi/ee. 

•Review of the offer ing coun1ng 
procedures and training of the 
counters is in progress. 

•Light dinners will be held preceding the 
first two Lenten services to determine 
if there is enough interest to con1nue 
dinners in the remaining weeks in Lent. 

•Decisions about Easter ac1vi1es, 
especially for the Sunday School, will 
be made in early March. 

•Tenta1ve Vaca1on Bible School schedule 
is June 20-24. 
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•A Thrivent “Ac1on Team” project to paint 
the walls outside the classrooms is 
pending.    

Online Offerings 
Y o u h a v e t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
support the mission 
and ministry of 
Prince of Peace 
t h r o u g h a n 

electronic transfer of funds (EFT). It is a 
convenient way to support the Lord’s work 
here at Prince of Peace. You can set up a 
recurring debit or manually input your 
ministry support weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly. Below are the steps to se;ng up 
your EFT for ministry support.  

Go to POP Website and click the ‘donate’ 
tab. Enter the Amount and frequency and 
date(s) that you want to give. Enter the 
informa1on on next page (incl. banking 
info). Enter a password if you want to 
create a profit and then submit it by 
clicking ‘Process.’ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Are you a Thrivent member and have 
eligible Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
designate? If so, consider Prince of Peace. 
We have a special fund dedicated to 
Thrivent Choice dollars that the Thrivent 
members authorize for projects and 
purchases. You can check your Thrivent 
choice dollar amounts and direct them 
from the following webpage: Thrivent 
Choice or you can google “Thrivent Choice 
Dollars.”  

Families to Pray for 
Week 1: Merdassa, Mesfin 

Week 2: Mistak; Neuburger, Pe;; Presley 
Week 3: Quaintance, Reale; Reed,  

Week 4: Renias; Rice; Riley; Ri/er; Ri/er 

Home Communion  
Distribution 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at your home, Pastor Chris is 
now offering Holy Communion at your 
front door. He will consecrate the bread 
and the wine in his car, bring it to you at 
your doorstep and you will receive the 
Lord’s body and blood at your door. Pastor 
Chris will wear gloves and a mask the 
en1re 1me, even before he consecrates 
the elements. If you would like to receive 
Holy Communion at your home, please 
contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 

BIRTHDAYS 
Micah E. - 1st 
Yodahe D - 4th 
Analise S. - 4th 
Jessie R - 5th 
Tenley K. - 6th 
Marten M. - 8th 
Dave K. - 12th 
Jaxson S. - 13th 
Noelle E. - 14th 
Richard W. - 14th 
Jus1n S. - 16th 
Elijah E. - 20th  George S. - 20th 
Ka1e M. - 21st  Linda R. - 23rd 
Heron E. - 24th Willie F. - 28th 
Richard S. - 28th 

Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 
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ANNIVERSARIES 
Bill and Peg B.. - 49  

years on 2/3. 
Suzi and John H. -  
52 years on 2/14. 

Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 

Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa=on. Thank you. 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike P.  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: Bev S. / Liz L. 
may sign up for flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

February 6 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS                        John and Dolores 

K. For David’s BD. 
GREETERS John and Delores  

 K./Stephanie S. 
LECTORS Jessica M.J. /  
 Adam R. 
USHER                                  Brian R. & Liz L. 
PA SERVERS                       Mike Pe;  
                             

February 13 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS Pastor Chris and 

Aly E. For Micah 
and Noelle’s BD 

GREETERS  Bev. S. / Dawn 
Reed    

LECTORS                              Willie F. / Jeff R. 
USHERS  Tom K. / Phillip S. 
PA SERVERS   Mike Pe; 

February 20 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS Bev S. In memory 

of Jim S. 
GREETERS Richard R./Liz L.  
LECTORS Debby F./Phillip S. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Pe; 

February 27 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Willie and Debby 
 F. For Willie’s BD. 
GREETERS Richard & Laura  
 B. / Pat Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /  
 Tom K. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Pe; 
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