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Pastor’s Message 

“The Incarnation: Proof that God Is Not Against Us” 
 We are in the Advent season, a 
season of prepara2on to celebrate Jesus’ 
incarna2on and then His promised 2nd 
Advent, that is, His return. We live 
between these two ‘events.’ And as we live 
between these two events, we experience 
the joys of the Lord and the laments we 
cry out. We experience the mountaintops 
of experience and the dark valleys. But, we 
live as ones on the ‘other side’ of Jesus’ 
incarna2on. Luther once wrote, “The 
incarna2on is proof that God is not against 
us.” I like that quote a lot, but I think the 
incarna2on is also proof that God is love. I 
want to spend some 2me in this ar2cle 
reflec2ng on the incarna2on as proof of 
God’s love. 

There are a number of things that 
bring about the ques2oning of God’s 
goodness, His love, His being ‘for you.’ 
These can be the valleys of our experience. 
And yet, the incarna2on remains. Nothing 
changes the h istor ic i ty of Jesus ’ 
incarna2on. When an angel appeared in 
the fields on the night Jesus was born, the 
angel announced to the shepherds, “I 
bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all people. Today in the town of 
David, a Savior has been born to you; He is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2.10-11). Did you 
no2ce to whom this good news of great 
joy will be for? All people. Did you no2ce 

to whom a Savior, born in the town of 
David is for? Born to you! Jesus’ 
incarna2on is for all people and that 
includes YOU! The incarna2on was / is for 
you! Nothing can alter that! The 
incarna2on of Jesus is proof of God’s love 
for you. 

The incarna2on is proof of God’s 
love for you and all of crea2on because it 
reminds and shows us God’s commitment. 
The prophet Isaiah cried out, “Oh, that You 
would rend the heavens and come down” 
(Is. 64.1). The people of God have always 
cried out for God’s interven2on, for God to 
act for crea2on and for the renewal of 
crea2on. So, seeing the incarna2on is a 
reminder of God’s commitment to crea2on 
and to you. The Triune God knew what 
was going to happen, what Jesus would 
experience and go through and yet, God 
remained commi`ed, Sin, Satan, and even 
death itself did not change God’s 
commitment. The incarna2on was that 
new day of a new light dawning for 
crea2on and for us all. The Christmas 
hymn, “O Holy Night” has the lyric: A thrill 
of hope the weary soul rejoices for yonder 
breaks a new and glorious morn! The 
incarna2on is that new day dawning as 
Jesus was born to begin His work as our 
Savior. The incarna2on reminds and shows 
us God’s commitment to this world and to 
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you. Nothing can alter that fact either! The 
incarna2on is proof of God’s love for you! 

The incarna2on is God’s proof of 
His love for you. And yet, there are things 
that we experience that a`empt to 
obscure that fact because the effects of sin 
afflicts us all. When the dark valleys of life 
afflict us, the light of the manger con2nues 
to shine forth. We have the stories of our 
faith ancestors to support us and 
encourage us as we remember God’s 
ac2ons for them and His commitment to 
them. “For everything that was wri`en in 
the past was wri`en to teach us, so that 
t h r o u g h e n d u r a n c e a n d t h e 
encouragement of the Scriptures, we 
might have hope” (Romans 15.4). I wrote 
this ar2cle ager the school shoo2ng in 
Oxford, Michigan. My cousin, Jason, is a 
teacher at the school there and he is one 
of the football coaches. He has been 
touched by the effects of this shoo2ng. 
When I spoke to my dad later that day, he 
said, “It has impacted our family.” I was 
confused, sad, and angry that this 
happened, that gun violence has come 
close to our family again. As I heard about 
the deaths of the students, my heart 
con2nued to hurt. This is a dark valley for 
so many and it impacts each of us 
differently. Because this event hits closer 
to home for me, this event has impacted 
me. And yet, I am not allowing it to take 
away or chip away at my faith in Jesus. This 
dark experience does not darken the light 
of Jesus’ incarna2on for I hold on to the 
reality that Jesus’ incarna2on is proof of 
God’s love for us. The incarna2on of Jesus 
is a reminder of God’s commitment to this 
world. Because of Jesus there is a hope 
that cannot be shaken. Because of Jesus 
there is a peace that transcends all 
situa2ons and experiences. Because of 

Jesus, there is a reason and proof of God’s 
love and commitment to you and to this 
world. 

May God bless you this month as you 
remember that you are loved and 
treasured by God! 
PC 

Children and Christmas Eve 
Please mark your calendar for the first 

three Sundays 
in December. 
We will have 
o u r S u n d a y 
school children 
prac2ce several 
C h r i s t m a s 
songs that they 

will sing during our Christmas Eve worship 
service. For this year, it will replace the 
tradi2onal Children’s Christmas program. 
The prac2ces will begin at 9:30 a.m. and 
conclude by 10:15 a.m.  

Christmas Eve  
Worship Service 

We will gather for in-person worship on 
Friday, December 24th at 7 p.m. We We 
will live-stream the worship as well. 

Prince of Peace Financials 
 Income:  Expenses: 

October General Fund:  
 $15,252  $13,522 
  2021 – 2022 YTD:   
 $25,793  $26,142 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Help the church decorate the sanctuary for 
our Christmas Eve worship service. There 
is a sign-up sheet located by the church 
office. Each poinseqa costs $6.00. 
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L.S.S. Food Donation 
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food dona2ons 
due to the greatly increased number of 
clients and the ability to buy less and less 
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you 
will donate, please bring your food 
dona2on to the church on Sunday 
December 12th and we will take everything 
down there on behalf of the congrega2on. 
The items they are reques2ng are fruits, 
vegetables, tuna, peanut bu`er, other 
‘shelf’, non-perishable items, and personal 
care items. Jesus said in Ma`hew 25.40, 
“Whatever you did to the least of these 
My brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank you 
for your willingness to help those in need. 
You can bring your food dona=on to the 
church and it will be unloaded for you.  

Flower Signups 
If you would like to purchase flowers for 
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near 
the church office. Cost is $25.00 

LWML Mites 
We will receive any mite offerings on 
Sunday, December 12th. There will be a 
special basket, solely dedicated to the 
LWML offering. 

Communion Schedule 
Communion will be celebrated on 
December 12 and the 26th. We will 
celebrate communion during the in-person 
services and following the service. 

Advent Congregational  
Song Selections 

We will con2nue our prac2ce of having 
people select a hymn to be sung at the 

beginning of our Advent services. Please 
take a video of you or your child(ren)’s 
selec2ons and send it to Pastor Chris 
several days or weeks in advance. We will 
sing one or two songs so we need 4-8 
selec2ons to be sent in.  

LWML Mites Supporting  
Helping Hands for Lutheran 

Deaf Outreach 
Lutheran Deaf Outreach wants to help 
Deaf people have a saving rela2onship 
with Christ by training Deaf and Hearing 
people to share Jesus with Deaf people. 

T h e y w o r k 
t h r o u g h 
congrega2ons to 
reach Deaf people 
and families in 
their community. 
There are over 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 D e a f 
people, plus their 

families, in the United States. The need is 
great to equip more Deaf leaders through 
Jesus Signs Training Workshops so they 
may effec2vely witness the saving 
message of Jesus Christ. This grant will 
assist in expanding training through the 
sharing of resources, by assis2ng pastors, 
and by instruc2ng individuals to lead the 
workshops. It will also help with workshop 
expenses to expand training and provide 
resources throughout the United States. 

Streaming of Worship  
 We will con2nue our Sunday live stream 
worship services for the next several 
months. Service will be at 10:30 a.m. If you 
cannot make it to service, we are pos2ng 
the recording of it on our website 
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon 
sec2on.  
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 In order to par2cipate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to the 
website by Saturday morning. You can 
access the worship folder at:  Worship 
Folder 
 On the same page as the worship folder, 
you will find the link to the live stream. I 
have included it here in the newsle`er as 
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  

Bible Study 
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by Pastor 
Chris. We are mee2ng in-person and 
online through Zoom. We are studying the 
Gospel of Ma`hew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – The women’s bible study is 
resuming on Wednesday mornings at 10 
a.m. We are studying the book of James. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: 1st 
Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. Meets at 
the church. 

LWR Gifts of Love 
We are collec2ng a special offering to 
purchase ‘Gigs of Love’ through Lutheran 
World Relief. This will be our Christmas 
Offering to help families and individuals. 
You can access the gigs of love catalog at 
the following website (Google LWR ‘Gigs 
of Love’): Gigs of Love  

November Council Highlights 
Pastor  
• Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve 

services will be at 7:00 pm 

• LWML packed twelve box of supplies 
for CRIS welcoming kits for Afghan 
refugees. 

• ETSS will serve 75 Afghan refugees and 
will let Prince of Peace know how we 
can help. 

• Rev. Phil Esala will serve Prince of 
Peace on Sunday, March 6, when 
Pastor Chris and Aly will be in 
Pi`sburgh for that weekend. 

Treasurer – General Fund Summary 
Income:    October – $15,252.60; Year to 
Date – $25,793.60 
Expenses: October – $13,521.89; Year to 
Date - $26,141.56 
Budget:    Monthly - $17,293.42; Year to 
Date – $34,586.84  

Trustee 
• Outside cleanup work was carried out 

by POP members on November 13 and 
20. 

• Insurance covered $7,700 of the 
$8,700 cost of drying out the basement 
ager having been flooded. 

• Trustee expenses of $22,399.50 are 
14% under budget for the first two 
months of fiscal year 2021-2022. 

• Installa2on of leaf guards is being 
considered for gu`ers at high 
eleva2ons. 

• Christmas decora2ons will be put up 
Thanksgiving week. 

• Council recommended that Phillip 
Shoemaker look into flood insurance. 

Witness 
• Mens’ Bible study is the first Saturday 

each month at 9:00 am, led by Willie 
Fielding. 

• Greeters are needed for the 8:00 am 
service. 
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• The van ministry has resumed with one 
bus running. 

 

Learning 
• Classes are smaller than before COVID, 

and teachers are needed, so some 
grades are combined. 

• Teachers are needed for the junior and 
senior high grades, and a`endance is 
lacking due to these students not 
coming to Church.   

• Sunday School area needs work done 
on flooring and with pain2ng.  The 
paint is on hand. 

• An LCD screen with DVD capabili2es 
for the common area outside the 
classrooms. 

Council AcFons 
• Council authorized Christmas bonuses 

for church secretary, music director, 
and janitor. 

• Council authorized the purchase of a 
defibrillator for the church. 

Online Offerings 
You have the opportunity to support the 
mission and ministry of Prince of Peace 
through an electronic transfer of funds 
(EFT). It is a convenient way to support the 
Lord’s work here at Prince of Peace. You 
can set up a recurring debit or manually 
input your ministry support weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly. Below are the steps 
to seqng up your EFT for ministry support.  

Go to POP Website and click the ‘donate’ 
tab. Enter the Amount and frequency and 
date(s) that you want to give. Enter the 
informa2on on next page (incl. banking 
info). Enter a password if you want to 
create a profit and then submit it by 
clicking ‘Process.’ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Are you a Thrivent member and have 
eligible Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

designate? If so, 
consider Prince of 
Peace. We have a 
s p e c i a l f u n d 
d e d i c a t e d t o 

Thrivent Choice dollars that the Thrivent 
members authorize for projects and 
purchases. You can check your Thrivent 
choice dollar amounts and direct them 
from the following webpage: Thrivent 
Choice or you can google “Thrivent Choice 
Dollars.”  

Families to Pray for 
Week 1: Fielding, Gogolin, Gogolin  

Week 2: Griffin, Grimes, Gunton  
Week 3: Hegenberger, Hessell 
Week 4: Hinton, Johnson, Kay  

Home Communion  
Distribution 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at your home, Pastor Chris is 

now offering Holy 
Communion at your 
front door. He will 
c o n s e c r a t e t h e 
bread and the wine 
in his car, bring it to 

you at your doorstep and you will receive 
the Lord’s body and blood at your door. 
Pastor Chris will wear gloves and a mask 
t h e e n2 re 2 m e , eve n b efo re h e 
consecrates the elements. If you would like 
to receive Holy Communion at your home, 
please contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
McKenna W. - 12/06 
Barbara K- 12/15 
Nyom T. - 12/18 
Christopher K. - 12/20 
Deddeh K. - 12/23 
Corrine G. - 12/24 
Thaddeus W. - 12/25 
Kidist S. - 12/28 
Emerick B. - 12/29 
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Van and Joyce C. - 21 years,  
        12/10 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike P.  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: TBD 
Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 
Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa=on. Thank you.(You may sign up for 
flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

December 5 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS                        Open 
GREETERS John and Delores  

 K./Stephanie S. 
LECTORS Jessica M.J. /  
 Dawn R. 
USHER                                  Brian R. & Liz L. 
PA SERVERS                       Mike Peq  
                             

December 12 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS Gogolins (Son’s 

birthday) 
GREETERS  Bev. S. /Dawn 

Reed    
LECTORS                              Willie F. / Jeff R. 
USHERS  Tom Kluesener/

Phillip Shoemaker 
PA SERVERS   Mike Peq 

December 19 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS Christmas 

Flowers 
GREETERS Richard R./Liz L.  
LECTORS Debby F./Phillip S. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Peq 

December 26 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Open 
GREETERS Richard & Laura  
 B. / Pat Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /  
 Tom K. 
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Peq 
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