
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany January 31st, 2021 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME and INVOCATION 
 

OPENING HYMN: “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” (915) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
KYRIE PRAYER (Spoken) 

P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
SONG OF PRAYER: “Spirit of the Living God” (Screens) 

“Spirit of the Living God” Text and Music: Daniel Iverson © Words: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music (Admin. by EMI Christian  Music Publishing) Music: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing 
Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Used by permission. CCLI License #488425 

 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we pray You would bless our 
hearing and receiving of Your Word. Open our ears, hearts, and minds 
to hear Your teaching and how it affects our lives in the here and now. 
We pray this in Your holy name, Amen! 

 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

The Old Testament reading for today is Deuteronomy 18.15-20. In this 
reading, we hear God promise to Moses to “raise up a prophet like you from 
among their people.” There was an expectation and hope for this ‘prophet like 
Moses’ to come to and from the Jewish people. In Jesus, we believe this 
promise of God has been fulfilled. 
 
The Epistle reading is 1ST Corinthians 8.1-13. May we hear Paul’s teaching 
not to sin against our brothers or sisters in the faith with our ‘knowledge.’  
 
The Gospel reading is Mark 1.21-28. The demons wanted to know what 
‘business’ Jesus had with them. May we remember that Jesus came to save 
us from our sins, to set us free from the evil spiritual forces. 
 

L: These are the Words of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

  
CONFESSION OF OUR FAITH  APOSTLES’ CREED (Screens) 

 
 
 
 
 



SERMON HYMN: “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (845) 

 

 

 
 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

    We are in Him made one. 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110323639 

 
THE SERMON 1st Corinthians 8.1-13 

 

“‘Knowledge’ and Love” 
 

THANKOFFERING and OFFERTORY 
  

PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Congregational response is: Hear our prayer. 

 
HOLY TRINITY AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

P: To You, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
in Your holy Church forever and ever. Amen! 

C (Loudly): CHRIST HAS COME! CHRIST IS RISEN!  
CHRIST SHALL COME AGAIN! 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

(Latin: Bene = ‘good’ and diction = ‘talk’, more specifically, “God speaking good on us”) 

C (Loudly): AMEN! 

CLOSING HYMN: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” (919) 

 

 
 

5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

    To reach our home above. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Pastor: Go in peace! Love one another!  

Share the faith! Serve the Lord with gladness! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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6    For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all 

    Whose Father is the same. 

 


