Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2020
PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME and INVOCATION
OPENING HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (850)

I ask that You forgive me of my sins, that my sins not stay with me. “God,
have mercy on me, a sinner” (Luke 18.13b).
P: Friends of God, heaven rejoices when we acknowledge our sins for God
desires to shower His mercy and love upon us. Know, therefore, that your
sins, your known and unknown sins, are removed from you as far as the east
is from the west (Psalm 103.12). The words I speak, I now speak for God: You
are forgiven of your sins! They are no longer with you!
C: Amen! Thanks be to God!
KYRIE PRAYER (Spoken)
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
PRAYER FOR THE DAY
Lord Jesus, You promised that where two or three are gathered in Your
name, You are there with them. We are gathered together at a distance
from our fellow brothers and sisters in You. But, we have gathered in
Your name. Bless our worship this morning as this is a new experience
for all of us. Receive our praise and prayers. Strengthen and renew us
all for the facing of these days. Grant us wisdom and courage. May we
not lose sight of You or the blessings we have in You. We pray this in
Your name, Amen!
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
Our Old Testament reading for today is Deuteronomy 33.27a. In these
words, Moses pronounced a blessing upon the Israelites before his death.
The Psalm for today is Psalm 142. This Psalm is a timely Psalm for our
situation today. We will speak this Psalm together.
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Text and tune: Public domain

I cry aloud to the LORD; I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy.
I pour out before him my complaint; before him I tell my trouble.
3
When my spirit grows faint within me, it is you who watch over my way.
In the path where I walk people have hidden a snare for me.
4
Look and see, there is no one at my right hand; no one is concerned
for me. I have no refuge; no one cares for my life.
5
I cry to you, LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of
the living.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
C: Heavenly Father, I confess all my sins to You, the sins that I know
of and I acknowledge that there are others that are unknown to me. Your
Word teaches that I will be held accountable for my sins. But, Your Word
also teaches me about Jesus and that He is the Savior of the world. Lord,
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Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; rescue me from those who
pursue me, for they are too strong for me. 7 Set me free from my prison,
that I may praise your name. Then the righteous will gather about
me because of your goodness to me.
The Gospel reading is John 9.1-12. Jesus addresses the question of “Who
sinned that this man was born without sight? This man or his parents?”
Notice Jesus’ answer to the question.
L: These are the Words of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

THANKOFFERING and OFFERTORY
“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
Heinz Werner Zimmermann
PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Congregational response is: Hear our prayer.

HOLY TRINITY AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
P: To You, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
in Your holy Church forever and ever. Amen!
C (Loudly): CHRIST HAS COME! CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST SHALL COME AGAIN!

CONFESSING LUTHER’S EXPLANATION OF THE 1ST ARTICLE
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
P: What does this mean?
C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given
me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and
all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and
daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from
all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy,
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank
and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

THE BENEDICTION
(Latin: Bene = ‘good’ and diction = ‘talk’, more specifically, “God speaking good on us”)

C (Loudly): AMEN!
CLOSING HYMN: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (733)

SERMON HYMN: “Christ Be My Leader” (861)
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.
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O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Text and tune: Public domain

Pastor: Go in peace! Love one another!
Share the faith! Serve the Lord with gladness!
People: Thanks be to God!

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110323639
Tune: Public domain

THE SERMON

Psalm 142
“For Such a Time”
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