
                 

 
 
October 11, 2020 – This is My Story: “New Heavens + New Earth”  
 
Scripture: Revelation 21:1-4 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their 
God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away." 
 

MONDAY 10.12.20   Revelation 1:1-8 

 
A hopeful revelation of Jesus  
John introduced his final book as “a revelation of Jesus Christ.” Revelation focused on both a 
revelation from Jesus, and a revelation of truths about Jesus. John’s introduction did not 
suggest fear or foreboding (qualities some people think define Revelation). He greeted the 
seven churches of Asia (which he quite possibly had pastored), offered praise to Jesus and 
expressed a hope-filled vision of Jesus’ victorious return to earth. 
 
• The God-given visions in Revelation spoke to the first-century church. We read that, 

perhaps due to limited literacy (and no printing), John asked one person to read Revelation 
aloud to the whole church (verse 3). It showed that he was confident the book’s message 
would make sense and would encourage his fellow Christians when they heard it. How does 
that tell you from the start that Revelation was more than a hopeless tangle of inexplicable 
images? 
 

• The Book of Revelation is a lengthy letter (slightly longer than Paul’s letter to the Romans) 
written to the churches and Christians of what is today central Turkey.” The letter’s final 
verse said, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all” (Revelation 22:21). Have you ever read 
Revelation as a letter focused on helping you better grasp Jesus’ grace and peace? Will you? 

 
 



                 

 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I do not want to live a life that just goes through the motions. I ask that 
today, and every day, you will breathe your eternal life into me, empowering me to live the life 
that is truly life. Amen.  
 

TUESDAY 10.13.20   Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:6-9, 65:17-19   

 
“Prophetic poetry about Eden restored” 
In Isaiah’s day, conflict between the dominant Assyrian Empire and the military power of Egypt 
was a constant threat to Israel. (Like them, we at times feel as though we live with the threat of 
violence.) Isaiah’s God-given vision was not of one power wiping out the others, but of swords 
made into plowshares. He wrote prophetically about God’s dream of a world restored by the 
Messiah, a world where “they will neither harm nor destroy.” He even used startling images to 
show us the serene nature of this new Eden. Imagine lambs lying down safely with lions, or 
children playing near cobras! 
 
• In what ways are national identities and borders a blessing to human life? In what ways can 

and do they often trigger hatred and conflict? Is your heart open to let God grow peace and 
forgiveness in you even toward those you fear and distrust? How can you join God’s work 
by seeking to make today’s world a place where more people can live in peace and safety? 
 

• Patricia Tull clarified the meaning of “swords into plowshares”: “For the nations seeking 
God’s ways, weapons will no longer be necessary. These will instead be fashioned into tools 
for tending the earth and nurturing life.” * As centuries rolled by, and swords were still 
swords, God’s people realized their ultimate hope was in a world dramatically recreated by 
God’s redeeming power. What inner tendencies do you, and the communities of which you 
are a part, need to move beyond before weapons are no longer necessary? 

 
Prayer: O Lord, let your peace reign more and more in my heart, in my life. And keep my hope 
and faith focused on the day when you again reign fully over our world, and violence and 
sadness give way to complete peace and harmony. Amen.  
 
* Patricia K. Tull, study note on Isaiah 2:4 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
2013, p. 1097 OT. 
 



                 

 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY  10.14.20   Revelation 19:5-9, 21:1-6    

 
The marriage feast of the Lamb who’s making all things new 
Many people think Revelation is bleak and scary—but near its end, the vision pictured God’s 
restored world as a joyous wedding banquet! (In Bible times, wedding banquets were an even 
bigger deal than today’s receptions.) The vision rolled on to end in Paradise restored. With 
images from the prophet Isaiah as well as the Genesis creation stories, it showed the world as 
God meant it to be—no pain, suffering or death. In Revelation 21, “the one seated on the 
throne” made a resonant promise to our broken, hurting world: “I’m making all things new.” 
 
• Some men may be a bit put-off by the idea of God’s people as “the bride” of Christ. But it’s 

a worthy spiritual metaphor for all of us: “Next comes the marriage of the Lamb to his bride. 
That picture stands for the final union between Jesus Christ and his Church. R. H. Charles 
Finely says that the marriage symbolism ‘denotes the intimate and indissoluble communion 
of Christ with the community which he has purchased with his own blood.’” * What helps 
you feel favored to be invited to the wedding banquet of the Lamb? 
 

• Every day natural disasters, the pandemic, some large or small part of the economy going 
south or the world scene getting more chaotic can make it feel as though the news is trying 
to snuff out hope. In whom do you place your confidence that “the worst thing is never the 
last thing”? Do you trust that Jesus meant it when he promised to prepare a place for us so 
that we can be with him forever (cf. John 14:1-3)? Can you live in hope that, in the end, God 
will win? 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I yearn for the day when you will make all things new. Keep renewing me 
inside, empowering me to live with trust and hope in a world painfully short of both. Amen.  
 
* William Barclay, Daily Study Bible Series: The Revelation of John—Volume 2, Chapters 6–22 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, revised edition) 1976, p. 172. 
 
 



                 

 
 

THURSDAY 10.15.20   Revelation 7:1-17 

 
God’s redeemed from all ages “out of great hardship”  
Will God literally only redeem 144,000 people? No, of course not. “One hundred forty-four 
thousand: this expression means ‘too many to count.’ It’s 1,000 multiplied by 12 and multiplied 
again by 12. Twelve recalls the 12 tribes of Israel as well as the 12 apostles.” * Verse 9 
confirmed that view. It called the same group (the redeemed) “a great crowd that no one could 
number.” Jesus’ salvation takes in all those who love and follow God in all ages and all places. 
 
• Most of us are at least vaguely aware that as much as 1/3 of those on earth are at least 

nominally Christian. But not when John wrote Revelation. “By the end of the first century, 
Christians likely numbered fewer than 144,000, much less an uncountable 
multitude….John’s vision offered a promise well beyond merely human expectation!” * How 
does John’s vision inspire you to dream about things well beyond merely human 
expectation that God can do through you and MOPC? 
 

• Israel used white robes and palm branches (verse 9) in the joyous annual Feast of 
Tabernacles. Palm branches also were a sign of “victory and rejoicing after war (see 1 
Maccabees 13:51; 2 Maccabees 10:7).” *** In what ways has God set you free? What 
spiritual triumphs, personally and in the communities you belong to, do you look forward to 
as a member of God’s family? 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, when so many parts of life feel hard, I can hardly wait for the promised day 
when you “will wipe away every tear from [my] eyes.” Until then, give me patience and hope. 
Amen.  
 
* Catherine A. Cory, study note on Revelation 7:4 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2013, p. 507NT. 
** Zondervan, NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook (Kindle Locations 288302-288304). 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
*** Catherine A. Cory, study note on Revelation 7:9 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2013, p. 508NT. 
 
  



                 

 
 
 

FRIDAY 10.16.20   Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26-29, 3:5-6, 12-13, 21-22 

 
Promises for “those who emerge victorious”   
The “letters to the seven churches” in Revelation 2 and 3 either praised or rebuked specific 
attitudes or behaviors in those churches. We can learn valuable lessons from those warnings 
and praises. But we too often overlook or brush past the promises made to “those who emerge 
victorious” in every one of the seven churches. Yet those promises were a key part of 
Revelation’s overall message of hope.   
 
• In Genesis 2 and 3, the “tree of life” was an image of God’s life-giving power. Humans cut 

themselves off from that “tree” by choosing to know evil. After Genesis 3 the “tree of life” 
virtually disappeared from the Bible until Revelation. But Jesus promised the church in 
Ephesus that he will “allow those who emerge victorious to eat from the tree of life.” How 
can that promise “whet your appetite” to be a victorious person (cf. 1 John 5:4) who enjoys 
that restored privilege? 
 

• Hebrews took names seriously as expressing a person’s essence. Revelation 2:17’s promise 
of giving those who emerge victorious “a white stone with a new name written on it” 
echoed God’s pledge in Isaiah 56:5 and 62:2-4 to move abandoned, deserted people to 
being those in whom God delights. In what ways is God already giving you a new, more 
hope-filled identity? How can you look forward to receiving your “white stone” and “new 
name” in God’s eternal kingdom? 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the assurance that I can emerge victorious, not in my strength 
but in yours. I’m grateful that, thanks to you, I can depend on having my name on “the scroll of 
life.” Amen.  



                 

 
 

SATURDAY 10.10.20   Revelation 21:1-7, 21:22 - 22:5, 22:16-17 

 
The “grand finale” to the Bible’s story—a glorious hope  
Revelation ended with a glowing, symbol-laden, description of the glory that awaits God’s 
people when God makes our world new. This expanded on Jesus’ teaching that, for God’s 
people, the end of the world is about redemption, not fear (see Luke 21:25-28). Scholar 
Catherine Cory, like others, noted that “John isn’t being transported to an otherworldly place; 
rather, he’s experiencing a new transformed heaven and earth (see Isaiah 65:17-19).” * We 
need to beware of “getting lost in the weeds” of giant jewels and objects more precious than 
our minds can imagine. The vision used those objects as symbols to make the point that the 
greatest reward is that “God’s dwelling is here with humankind….God himself will be with them 
as their God” (21:3).  
 
• As Rome despised (and all too often killed) Christians, John wrote of a splendid future for 

God’s people. He ended the Bible’s big story as it began, using images from Genesis 2 to 
picture the restored (and if anything, better than ever) garden of Paradise. The apostle Paul 
had said Christians live very differently from those “who don’t have any hope” (1 
Thessalonians 4:13). John’s vision put that hope into powerful, mind-stretching images. And 
the exiled seer made it plain that anyone who wishes can choose to be part of that ultimate, 
life-transforming hope. “Let the one who is thirsty come! Let the one who wishes receive 
life-giving water as a gift” (22:17). Have you said yes to that invitation? How can you live 
every day in the light of that hope? 

 
Prayer: King Jesus, if I wasn’t thirsty for your glorious eternal kingdom before, this crisis has left 
me yearning for the world you will make new. I open my heart and ask you to help me start 
living now with you as my God. Amen.  
 
* Catherine A. Cory, study note on Revelation 21:1 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2013, p. 523NT. 
 

Family Activity:  
Gather as a family and share how each person experiences the joy and love of Jesus in their life. 
Ask, “How do you know Jesus loves you?” Or “When do you feel the love of Jesus in your 
heart?” Write these thoughts down, then create a list of people who might need to experience 



                 

 
 
the love of Jesus. Choose one or two ways to share Jesus’ love with others. You might share 
kind, encouraging words or bake cookies. Maybe you want to share a song or a Scripture 
passage. 

 
 


