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Worship With MOPC on Facebook Live!
10 a.m. on Sundays (Musical prelude at 9:45 a.m.)
Go to Facebook (www.facebook.com)
Search for the Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church page
Click on the “thumbs up” icon to “like” the page.

Children’s Message by Jen Christensen
9:15 a.m. on the MOPC Solid Rock Facebook Page

Our Children's Director will deliver a message on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
To join the Solid Rock Facebook page, use this link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1163582514032835/

Join The Mount for a Virtual Conversation
“Is God Fair?”

Join us at https://zoom.us/j/960105981 or with
the Meeting ID: 960 105 981 on the zoom app
or at zoom.us.

Page 2

So, This is Different!
Pastor Stephen Weber

Dear MOPC Friends in Christ,
The sign on the church door shocks me every time I approach it, even
though I had a hand in writing the words: Worship has been Suspended. Those
are words I never thought I would craft as a pastor. In all my years the message
has always been: Church is Open!
These are strange days we are experiencing. The deep, wide precautions
and protections due to the threat and spread of the Coronavirus pandemic has
brought our world to a surprisingly quick but necessary halt. As I hope you know
and are taking advantage of, we have moved our Sunday service online during
this time. We now worship at 10 a.m. on Facebook Live. As the old line goes,
“Our pastor, … he has a face for radio.” Yet, here we are on a screen instead of
gathering in one place. Regardless, the truth for Mount Olympus Presbyterian
Church is this: We are Open!
At our Monday staff meeting this week (March 16), we met in the big
classroom around a big table with significant space between us instead of the
library with a small table. We spread out and spent several hours discussing one
question: How Will We Be the Church in this New Context? As we shared the
challenges it occurred to me that we had spent the previous four months at our
weekly meeting reflecting on a book called Canoeing the Mountains, by Tod Bolsinger, a Presbyterian pastor. The premise of the book derives from the journey
of Lewis and Clark to the Pacific Ocean. Bolsinger retells the amazing saga of
the Corps of Discovery as it paddled up the Missouri River until it came face to
face with the Rocky Mountains. At that point, the old form of travel didn’t work.
The expectation of a waterway to the Pacific was clearly obscured by the towering mountains. They quickly realized they could not canoe the mountains but
would need to adapt to hold to the mission because, as he wrote, “The world in
front of you is nothing like the world behind you.”
We have been talking for months about adapting and leading in a time of
change. We thought we were talking about the call of a new pastor. That is a reality, but also, this! Everything has changed, at least for what we hope is a short
period of time. I am impressed by how readily the staff and others have seen the
need to adapt and shift our church life into a new gear. Thank goodness for the
internet!
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Did you know we now have moved not only worship online, but also our
children’s ministry, youth ministry and the Sunday evening worship service, The Mount.
April is typically the month when the church literally blossoms. I remember a
year ago as we gathered for my first Easter Sunday with you, the spectacular
blooms on the trees lining the sidewalk leading to worship. Lilies were everywhere. The triumphant resurrection news filled our ears and hearts with a sure
joy and hope. Jesus, we sang, is the victor over the grave. Scripture proclaimed,
“Because he lives, we shall live also.” What if we are not able to be together
like that on April 12th? Will Easter be any less true? Will our hope in Christ be
any less significant? No. This is a news, of course, which is independent of all
the usual images and traditions of Easter. Jesus is Lord in every context we can
ever endure or experience. This is what makes the resurrection such good
news, what makes it gospel.
I’m excited, and that too sounds strange, for where God has us today. The
Christian faith has always been an enduring, patient, hopeful faith. It is in changing and difficult times the church has been the brightest. Our strong suit is when
we need to adapt and the world in front of us is nothing like the world behind us.
We should pray. We should hunker down in scripture. And we should worship
the living God. It is who we are.
My takeaway from Bolsinger’s book about the journey into uncharted territory
is the call to “stay calm, stay connected and to stay the course.” Let’s! Even
if it means we need to adapt and find new ways to be the church of the risen
Savior. See you Sunday, in a whole new way!
WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERING
While we are not meeting within the building of MOPC, the missions and ministries we support do not stop. If you normally bring your financial contribution to
church on Sunday and put it in the offering basket, you can give as follows:
1. You can mail a check to MOPC at 3280 East 3900 South, Salt Lake City,
Utah 84124.
2 . Donate by credit card via PayPal. A link to our PayPal account is on our
website at https://www.mountolympuschurch.com/donate.
3. If you have a smart phone, you can use the Venmo app.
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First quarter loose coin offering
Todd and Lisa are equipping, training and counseling others
to present the Good News

Message from Todd and Lisa:
Please forgive me if I’m not able to be to explicit in this newsletter. We work in
places not open to the Gospel, and since your newsletter will be posted on the
internet, we have to be careful about what we say. I hope you can read between
the lines and understand the deeper meaning to what we are saying.
Lisa and I are hoping to come and fellowship with you at MOPC some weekend
in the future, if God wills it. We have been so blessed by the way your church
has supported our ministry for so many years and look forward to giving you an
update on our lives and how God is working in other parts of the world. But, like
the large Asian country we spent so many years working in likes to say, “Change
happens faster than plans!” We are praying now that God opens the doors so
that we are can eventually visit MOPC.

Continued on next page
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Last week, I tried to describe to some friends what our ministry for the last 23
years has looked like. The best analogy that I could come up with was that of an
“ambulance chaser.” People who chase ambulances are going where the action
is. Though Lisa and I have sought to go to places where people need God, we
have found instead that there is a lot of action going on in the world, and have
had the privilege to be in places where God is already working in profound
ways. For example, In the large Asian country we lived and worked in for 18
years, most scholars say that it is home to the largest revival in all of human history. Many estimate that upwards of 13,000 people a day are coming to Christ in
this country alone. Yes, you read correctly, 13,000 people each and every day!
Though there are many in this country who have yet to hear or respond to the
Good News, for the last 30 years about 4,500,000 people have come to Christ
each year. And now, the church in this country is beginning to send out missionaries to the rest of the world! This is certainly the work of the Holy Spirit, and
nothing orchestrated by people.
Likewise, when we moved to North Africa and started working among Muslims,
we found that more Muslims have come to faith in Christ in the last 20 years
than in the previous 1,400 years combined! The exciting thing about this is that
these miraculous conversions cannot be attributed to the works of people. Research into Muslim background believers (Muslims who have come to faith in
Christ) shows that about 80% of them come to faith because of a direct encounter with Jesus through either dreams or visions. They don’t come to faith because someone argues with them, or because someone knows a neat way to
present the Gospel; most come to faith because Jesus appears to them in a
dream or vision and tells them that He is the way, the truth and the life, and that
He wants them to follow Him.
Before we went to Asia and Africa, we thought that these were places where
God was not working. We know differently now and have counted it all joy to
see how He cares for His people and works to bring them to a saving
knowledge of Himself. Sometimes He uses us in that process, but many times
we’re just there to enjoy the spectacle of His marvelous works.
I’ll leave you with a quote from the 19 th century missionary, A.B. Simpson.
Simpson says, “God is not wanting great men, but men who will dare to prove
the greatness of their God.”
Todd and Lisa
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UTAH FOOD BANK
MOPC will not work at the Utah Food Bank in April and May due to special
events there. (Our April and May dates haven’t been cancelled due to the
Coronavirus.)
QUILTERS ADDRESS CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF
PROTECTIVE MASKS FOR HEALTHCARE WORKERS
The Holladay chapter of the Utah
Quilt Guild is making masks to supply our local hospitals and clinics
that have run out of commercially
manufactured masks.
The masks were designed by a quilt
guild member who retired from a
medical career, Ties made of fabric,
rather than elastic, allow the masks
to be sterilized and reused. Regular
quilting fabrics offers 50% the protection of N95 masks and sheeting
batik fabrics offer 75%. All of the
masks offer 100% more protection
than no mask at all!
Mardi Lessey made the mask that
she is modeling in this photo using
sheeting fabric. She says that it is
comfortable and easy to breath in.
The immediate goal of the local quilt
guild is to make 600 masks.

Kudos to these ladies!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Note: All MOPC group activities, including
worship services, may be cancelled depending upon government and presbytery
recommendations to stop the spread of
Coronavirus.

5

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes for All Ages
12:15 pm Global
Missions
10 am Grace Deaf
6 pm The Mount

12

6

7

12:30 pm Staff 6:30 am Men’s Bible
6:30 pm Local
Study
Missions 9:30 am Presbyterian
Women
7 pm AA

13

14

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

7 pm Youth 7 am Men’s Bible
9:30 Women’s
Solid Rock 345
Bible Study
Women’s Bible
12:00 Senior
Study
Adult Fellowship
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm Rescue
Mission
7 pm AA

11 am AA

8

9

7 am Men’s Bible
7 pm Youth
9:30 Women’s
Solid Rock 345
Bible Study
Women’s Bible
12:00 Senior
Study
Adult Fellowship
6:30 pm PAL

15

16

10

11

9 a m Sandwiches
4:45 pm soup
kitchen
7 pm AA

10 am Utah Food
Bank
11 am AA

17

18

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Disciple Classes

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
6 :30pm Finance
7 pm Deacons

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Session

7 pm Youth
Solid Rock 345
Women’s Bible

7 am Men’s Bible
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm AA

11 am AA

27

28

29

30

For all ages
10 am Grace Deaf
Church
6 pm The Mount

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes for All Ages
10 am Grace Deaf
Church
6 pm The Mount

26
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes for All Ages
10 am Grace Deaf
Church
6 pm The Mount

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm Personnel
7 pm AA

7 am Men’s Bible
7 pm Youth
Study
Solid Rock 345
9:30 Women’s
Women’s Bible
Bible Study
Stephen Ministry
6:30 pm PAL

5 pm Jr. High
Spring Fling
7 pm AA

11 am AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Facilities Team

Events
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Presbyterian Women: Ladies of Faith
and Action!
We will not meet
again until the Coronavirus quarantine
period has ended.

We will not
meet for our
luncheon and
program
in
April. We will resume when the Coronavirus quarantine has ended. In the
meantime, stay well!

MOPC has a new sign welcoming our congregation and the visitors to
our church building. Thank you to John Mehlhoff for his inspiration!
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Mount Easter Vigil
2019
The Easter Vigil, also called the Great
Easter Vigil or Paschal Vigil, can be
traced to the 7th century, where it is
tradition to read from the Passover
Meal to the end of the Gospel of Matthew (chapters 26-28) on the evening
before Easter Sunday. Traditionally
high holy days were celebrated the
evening before. With the Resurrection
taking place at dawn of Sunday, Christians adopted a tradition of waiting for
the resurrection on Saturday at dusk,
standing vigil over the tomb in anticipation of the Resurrection.
At the Mount we have taken our own spin on this ancient vigil and moved it to
Sunday evening. We are Christians post resurrection and worship a still risen
Lord. Christ is with us and we are in Christ! We hold our vigil not of a Lord yet
to overcome death, but a triumphant King that sits at the right hand of God. We
have taken the stance that we are not just holding vigil for one night in hopes
of Resurrection, but we hold vigil starting tonight until the fulfillment of the resurrection reaches its full potential. In our own lives we stand in the light of
Christ. In our seemingly darkening world, we hold vigil of a great light that
holds back the darkness, and one day will overcome it for good.
We hope to celebrate this vigil together on Easter Sunday, April 12, at 7 p.m.
on the MOPC patio. Dress warmly, as we will be outside around a bonfire. If
the COVID-19 restrictions are still in place, we invite you to grab a lighter and a
candle as we will be holding vigil together in an online format that will be announced later.
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Vacation Bible School Registration
NOW OPEN!
VBS is July 13-17 (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.). VBS is an amazing week of Bible stories, games, snacks, songs, building friendships, lots of energy, and lots of fun! During
VBS we host 140 kids, ages 3 years old through
(finishing) 5th graders. This is only possible with help
from over 50 volunteers! Please see our VBS website
for more information, to register your child to attend
VBS, or to register as a VBS volunteer!
https://vbspro.events/p/events/mopc2020

MOPC kids watch Children’s Ministry Director, Jen Christensen,
give the Children’s Message on Facebook Live
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MOPC kids can stay connected with
Solid Rock 345 by tuning in on Facebook
Live at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays

Public Service Announcement!

We hope that our nation will get ahead of COVID-19 and will soon return to our
regular scheduled events and meetings, but until that time comes we will move
forward with an online meeting platform.
Wednesday Night Youth Small Group: We are meeting online together at 7
p.m. using the Zoom conference call platform. Matt and Jared will join with the
youth to lead the “God Is” series. This series surveys the Bible and focuses on
various attributes of God and how that is relevant in our life. Please contact Jared McClure (jmcclure@mtopres.org) if you have any questions about joining our
Zoom group. As always Matt and Jared are open to meet online or in person
with individuals if support is needed. Reach out to us and we would love to make
accommodations!

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Childcare
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Steve Weber
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jared McClure
Matt Cain
Jen Christensen
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Shanda Hildebrand
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: sweber@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Youth Director: jmcclure@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

Class of 2021
Nate McBride
Gwen Mitchell
Richard Murphy
Gayle Woolf

Class of 2022
Lonnie Baskett
Mike Magill
Debra Penney
Kathy Wight

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien
Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley,
Liz Woods
Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,
Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge

Stephen Ministers

Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis

