The mission of Mount Olympus
Presbyterian Church is to invite
people to experience Jesus
Christ and become his passionate followers.

Volume LIII, Issue 4

April 2018

Resurrection Sunday: April 1
Celebratory Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Brunch 9:45-10:45 a.m.
The Mount at 6:00 p.m.

NEW ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus (see page 3)

Following in His Footsteps: April 8, 2-4 p.m.
Children’s Ministry hosts games, egg hunt and service
opportunities for children age 3 through 5th grade

Bring a few fresh flowers to church on Resurrection Day to participate in our annual tradition of “flowering the cross.”
The men of MOPC will prepare and serve breakfast in the social
hall (gym) between the morning services.
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Dear MOPC,
A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus Christ died and
was raised from the dead and is
alive. The Lord Jesus Christ is now
present in this world.
There is a well-known story of a
newspaper reporter approaching
G.K. Chesterton - the English
writer, poet and theologian - and
asking him about his Christian
faith. The reporter asked, “If the
risen Christ suddenly appeared
at this very moment and stood
behind you, what would you do?”
Chesterton looked straight at the
reporter and replied, “He is.”
Jesus is present with us. He is
present when we gather together in
worship. He is present with you in
your home. He is present with you
when you are driving. He is present
with you in your office, school or
shop. He is present with you in your
bedroom.
Jesus is present in the hospital
room, on the airplane, at the gym.
He walks among us in the “holy”
places and the “not so holy” places.
There are no walls to keep him out.
Because he is risen, he accompanies us in life. This is a comfort
and confidence for the Christian.

In Luke’s gospel we are told about
Jesus coming to two unsuspecting
disciples on the road leading away
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They do
not know it is the risen Christ who has
come alongside of them.
When the encounter is over,
realize it was the Lord
was with them. “Didn’t
hearts burn within us?”
say. (Luke 24:32)

they
who
our
they

I suspect we have all had
those “heart-burn” moments
when we sensed the Lord was near.
A song or sermon on Sunday
made our hearts burn with his presence. An experience beyond explanation in a time of need left evidence of
his presence. We look back on some
long, hard road in life and realize he
was there all along.

A day will come when “we shall
see him as he is” (I John 3:2). But until then we walk with faith that Jesus is
with us as an unseen, but known
companion, and wherever we go in
this life, our lives are guided by his.
Alleluia! He is risen!
In His Grace,

Phil
Pastor Phil
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APRIL SERMONS
April 1—Resurrection Sunday: We will end our Lenten series “ Give It Up”
with “Giving Up Death.”
Beginning April 8 – “Witness”
A Sermon Series in the Book of Acts
The book of “Acts” is about how the very first Christians went into action after Jesus’ resurrection.
They witnessed to Christ with everything they had.
We are going to spend several months working
through this grand story of the early church. We will
find a church ignited and led by the Holy Spirit, and
learn how the message of Christ began to spread.

April 8
April 15

Acts 1
Acts 2

April 22
April 29

Acts 3 – 4:31
Acts 4:32-5:42

The Church As Witness
The Witness Does Life Together
Guest preacher: Reverend Nancy Cormack Hughes
The Witness Gives What We Have
The Witness Goes Deeper

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS
What do Muslims believe?
they hold?

What convictions do

In our increasingly diverse world, we have come
head-on with Islam, the faith of 1.8 billion of the
world’s people. Muslims have been in the news,
and on our doorstep, yet few of us know what they
believe or how to talk with them about our faith. In
an 8-week series, you can learn not only about their beliefs, but also about our
own Christian beliefs. Our class follows the journey of Nabeel Qureshi who was
an American-born Muslim of Pakistani parents. Due to current world events, he
began to explore his Muslim faith and discussed his beliefs with a Christian
friend. Over time, he found Jesus and believed. His exploration of faith is explained in his book Seeking Allah. Finding Jesus. We will use his study guide
and DVD to lead our Adult Discipleship class from April 8 to June 3.
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT IN KENYA!
Last August Dave and Mike Richerson attended the presentation given by our youth on their trip to Kenya. They were
heartbroken by the photo of the children who were outside
the Squatters Hill Slum area school looking through the
fence, longing to be in the school. They asked Jamie White if
The Richersons
a modest one-time donation could build a classroom extension so more of these slum children could be admitted. Jamie posed this question
to Diane Hamrick (Jeff Lee’s mother and head of Kenya Partners). Diane responded that one of the biggest needs was adequate clothing and school uniforms for
these little children and that local shops charged a lot for “kits” to outfit a small child
for all their needs. One of the teachers at the school suggested that they buy pedal
sewing machines (which don’t need electricity) and fabric/supplies, and then train
the young mothers in the slum area to sew children’s clothes and uniforms. Jamie
said the project would accomplish several important things:
1. Clothing children for general living and school;
2. Teaching impoverished women a marketable skill;
3. Providing school uniforms at a reasonable cost;
4. Employing a sewing instructor in a very useful position; and
5. Enabling more students to attend the school.
Realizing that this project would provide longlasting benefits, the Richersons made their donation. Recently Jamie reported to them on the status of this project, saying: “I want to update you
on the Women's Empowerment projects you
funded...10 women are currently enrolled in the
Squatters Hill sewing class under the direction of
one teacher. The women are thrilled at the opportunity to learn. On the first day of class, they
would not let the teacher go home and at 6:00
p.m., the teacher had to forcefully tell them that it
was time to finish. The teacher is very joyful and
loves the women and understands the mission.
We are very lucky to have found just the right
person. In this photo, they are learning to sew
button holes. (Also see the photos on page 5.)
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Learning New Skills Empowers Women in Kenya

Bob Knox
November 23, 1936 - March 15, 2018
John Davis
December 16, 1942 - February 24, 2018
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: WOMEN OF FAITH & ACTION!

April showers – May flowers so they say
These GOD will provide in His own way.
Our April meeting will be Tuesday, April 3 at 9:30 a.m. for light refreshments with the meeting beginning at 10:00 a.m. in Room
204, MOPC. Our guest speaker will be Jean Keller who will present “Women’s Health – Dementia.” Don’t miss this very informative and interesting program! Spring PW of Utah Gathering will be April 13 and 14 at the
Japanese Church of Christ, 268W, 100S, Salt Lake City. Registration is
$15.00, which includes Friday evening dinner and Saturday lunch. Contact
Pauline Forster if you are interested in attending. Come along and join us in
“being doers and not hearers only.” Our hostesses this month will be Julie Davidson and Diane Arner with Bible Study by Betty Rider.

On Thursday, April 12 at 12:00 noon, bring your favorite
dish to share in Fellowship Hall for fun, food and fellowship. Our program will feature Bonnie and Ralph Paisley’s neighbors, Evelyn and Byron Clayton, whose
presentation “Egypt: Cairo to Abu Simbel” will be based
on their recent trip to Egypt.

NEW BABY! Congratulations to Yoko and Jaysen Nuttal, big sister Ashlynn, and grandparents George and Mariko Hanabusa on the birth of Lauren on March 8, 2018.
Lauren was born on her grandfather’s birthday.
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LOOSE COIN OFFERING

The second quarter loose coin offering will go to the Yorodani Primary School
in Shigala, Tanzania. In 1998, Norma and Sheila Dilworth introduced the
MOPC mission trip team to the church in Shigala. The Shigala Church members shared their vision for an English-speaking, Christian-based primary
school in their village with Gwen Mitchell when she visited in 2007. The Shigala
Church had given sacrificially to start this school, with the first few grades meeting in their church building. However, they did not have the resources to build
the school rooms needed to expand the school. The MOPC mission committee
voted to support them and has done so since 2008.
Since that time, they have expanded to eight grade levels and are adding a
secondary school. The student body maintains very high national test scores
and Yorodani has become one of the most respected schools in the area. In
addition, the Christian training that the children receive has had a significant
impact on the rest of the village.
The church is so
grateful to MOPC for
being the first to support them that they
dedicated a cornerstone in one of the
buildings to MOPC at
a ceremony attended
by Gwen Mitchell and
Nancy Douglass in
2012. They continue
to be grateful for our
support, both in prayers and resources.
This June Gwen
Mitchell will
visit
them and update us
on their progress.

Page 8

UTAH FOOD BANK
Our fun group last month had
some new helpers! Come join
us on Saturday, April 14 at
10:00 a.m. to noon, 3150
South 900 West.
We will miss our faithful friend
Bob Knox sorting at the big box, because he now works alongside his
Master. No open toed shoes and you
must be age 12+.

CROSSROADS URBAN
CENTER
This
month
Crossroads
needs canned soup and
small drinks. Non-perishable
snacks of all kinds are also
appreciated. Please leave
your donations in the Crossroads box under the information
wall in the gathering area.
Thank you for your generosity!

Bruce Bertelsen Celebrates 25 Years With
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF)!
When I joined the Intervarsity staff in 1993, I never thought I would do student ministry for the next 25 years. I feel very blessed to have had the opportunity to serve
Jesus, students, and InterVarsity for the past quarter century. IVCF invited 13 of us
to the recent Board of Trustees meeting for a time of recognition and celebration. The IVCF President, Tom Lin, other cabinet members, and the board hosted
a very nice dinner and program to honor those of us who have been on staff for 25
years. One friend, Eric Miller, was honored for 50 years of service. Shelley and the
girls attended, as did most of my brothers and sisters and their spouses, and
Shelley's parentsl. It was a special time for which I am very thankful.
I recognize that these 25 years of ministry have been a collaborative effort with
many people. Shelley, Alyssa, Hannah, and Megan have made many contributions
to the ministry and many sacrifices as well. Then there are all of you, individuals
and churches, who pray for us and give sacrificially to see this work go forward, who work along side of me, who supervise and oversee my work, plus those
in IVCF headquarters who do accounting, process gifts, create wonderful ministry
resources, handle HR stuff, provide training for us in the field, and the list goes
on. I couldn't do what I do and love without the multifaceted support and encouragement of literally hundreds of others like you. So, thank you all, for your part in
making these 25 years of ministry possible.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

Resurrection Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Brunch
6 pm The Mount

11:30 pm Staff

8

9

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes For All Ages
2 pm CM– Following
In His Footsteps
6 pm The Mount

15

Wednesday

Friday

4

5

6:30 pm Solid
Rock 345
7 pm Youth
Choir
Women’s Bible
Study
Stephen Ministry

7 am Men’s Bible
9:30 am Wmn’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm Parents of
Addicted Loved
Ones (PAL)
7 pm Children’s
Ministry Team

10

11

12

12:30 pm Staff

6:30 am Men’s
Bible Study
6 pm Finance
7 pm Deacons

6:30 pm Solid
Rock 345
7 pm Youth
Choir
Women’s Bible
Study

16

17

18

12:00 pm Staff

6:30 am Men’s
Bible Study
7 pm Session

6:30 pm Solid
Rock 345
7 pm Youth
Choir
Stephen Ministry
Women’s Bible
Study

22

23

24

25

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes For All Ages
12:30 FISH
6 pm The Mount

12:00 pm Staff

6:30 am Men’s
Bible Study
7 pm Facilities
Team

6:30 pm Solid
Rock 345
7 pm Youth
Choir
Women’s Bible
Study

29

30

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes For All Ages
12:30 Children’s
Ministry K - 2nd grade
6 pm The Mount

12:00 pm Staff
7 pm Personnel
Team

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship
Classes For All Ages
6 pm The Mount

3

Thursday

6:30 am Men’s
Bible Study
10:30 am Presbyterian Women

Saturday

6

7

7 pm Rescue
Mission

13

14

7 am Men’s Bible
9 am Sandwich 10 am Utah Food
Study
making for
Bank
9:30 am Women’s 4:45 pm St Vincent
Bible Study
de Paul Soup
12 pm SAF
Kitchen
6:30 pm PAL

19

20

21

27

28

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

26
7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

APRIL EVENTS
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VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW
Name: Jen Christensen
Occupation: Stay at home mom
Volunteer Position: 3rd-5th grade Sunday School Teacher
How long have you been a volunteer? I've been a volunteer in children's or youth ministry for about 15 years.
Tell us about your family: Married to Tyler for 12 years. My
15-year-old sister Polina lives with us. We have three children: 6-year-old Cora, almost 5-year-old Josh, and new
baby boy due at the end of April.
Why are you part of Mt. Olympus Children's Ministry? I really feel that God has
gifted me to work with kids. The ease at loving, spending time with, and teaching
kids and the energy I get from spending time with these little people is something
I feel could only come from God. He has simply instilled in me a great passion
and love of children and I feel that being part of Mt. Olympus Children's Ministry is
following His call for my life.
Do you have a favorite memory from volunteering? When I was in high school
(there is a much longer story that goes with this, but...) an elderly woman, while
talking about faith and life with some young kids, turned to me and said "you can
see Jesus in the eyes of a child." When I'm teaching Sunday School or spending
time with our MOPC kids, this is always evident. The faith, questions, and love
that comes from kids is so uninhibited and real it is a true reminder of Jesus.
What are your hobbies? Hiking, reading, crafts, spending time with friends and
family.
What is your favorite bible verse? One of my favorite bible stories is that of the
hemorrhaging woman (Mark 5:25-34). It is about a woman who has been bleeding for 12 years. Simply put, she is leading a miserable life. She hears that Jesus
is in a crowd nearby. The women pushes her way towards him, not with the hope
of talking to him but with the hope of simply touching the edge of his garment. She succeeds in touching his garment and is instantly healed. At the same
time Jesus feels some of his power leave him. Jesus stops and calls out asking
who has touched him and when he sees the woman, tells her that her faith has
made her well. I love this story for many reasons: the faith of the woman, knowing
Continued on next page
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a mere touch could have the power to heal. The amazing power of Jesus, that in
this massive crowd, with dozens of hands touching Him, He feels the touch on his
garment from this specific woman. The importance of individual
people to Jesus. The love Jesus obviously had/has towards women; she was not
chastised by Jesus for reaching out to him, or being in public when her bleeding
made her "unclean," instead she was praised for her faith. The concern, caring, and
understanding that Jesus has for what could seem "small" or "insignificant;" I think
sometimes it's easier for me to focus on Jesus' BIG acts and this story is a reminder
that Jesus Himself is also big enough to care about and help with, the small things.
Why would you encourage others to volunteer? I think the added connection that
you feel to our church family when you share your time through volunteering is invaluable. Also, when I think about the love, support, and encouragement that I have
received from staff and volunteers at MOPC over the years, it makes it impossible
for me to not want to try and pass this love, support, and encouragement on to others.
Why are you a Christ follower? Simply put, because I can't not follow Christ. There
are too many amazing, wonderful, complicated, confusing things in the world to not
believe in God. My faith definitely waxes and wanes, but regardless of my feelings,
God simply sticks around :)

This is the first in a series of articles you will find each month written by an Elder currently on our Session. Seth Wall is married to Amy. They have a twoyear old, Thaddeus, and are expecting twins.

The VALUE OF YOU
By Elder Seth Wall

Seth, Thaddeus and Amy Wall

I read once somewhere, both for my amusement
and since I’m a geeky scientist who likes to
know the answers, the total monetary value of
the constituent elements that comprise the average human body (i.e. carbon, nitrogen, oxygen)
was at most, $200, all the way down to a mere
$5. A large, fancy cup of coffee is priced at the
same amount as your entire chemical composition! It will be a little stranger going through the
Starbucks drive-thru next time around upon reflection…
Continued on next page

Page 12

The Value of You
Continued from page 11

Thankfully, as a community of believers in Christ, we know that we are cared
for and loved by God far more than any earthly commodity. We were bought at
a much higher price as related in 1 Peter 1:18-19: “It was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed…but with the precious
blood of Christ…” There is no known cost higher than death, which means that
there is no way that this type of purchase can ever be paid back. We can only
humbly accept it as the greatest of all possible gifts, in that God clearly valued
our lives, to be brought back from sin and destruction. It wasn’t the material
things God wanted in the Old Testament when the Israelites gave tithes and
sacrifices, it was their attitudes, minds, and hearts to be redeemed (Hosea 6:6,
Psalm 51:16-17).
In an essay highly critical of the modern mentality of consumption, G.K. Chesterton wrote that “price is a crazy and incalculable thing, while value is an intrinsic and indestructible thing.” The value of MOPC is not tied up in the cost of the
exterior building materials or the interior furniture and appliances that will eventually fall apart and be discarded. It is within each person that comes through
our doors. When the community is present together, worshiping the Lord, having genuine conversation with one another, and giving their time and money to
those who need it, the true value of God’s deep love for his creation is shown
outward to each other, to our city, and to our culture.
I hope that each of you know that you are highly valued by God. I would encourage each of you to keep sharing that value in the most appropriate way
you can, whether that be teaching, serving, donating, improving, or leading
here at MOPC. Thank you to each of you that contribute, in all the small and
large ways!
In Him,
Seth Wall – Elder on Session

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones: A support group for parents of children
struggling with addiction meets in Room 502 at MOPC on Thursdays at 6:30
p.m.
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THE DANGEROUS ACT OF WORSHIP
The Mount has been studying the book of Ephesians
leading up to Resurrection Sunday. Throughout Lent
we practiced being still before God at the beginning of
our meetings each Sunday while looking toward the
resurrection. We invite you to join us in this practice of
acknowledging the resurrection too! Take a minute or
two, slow down, be quiet—and make room for God. Withdraw and don’t fill the
space, like a wave withdrawing from shore; let God fill the space. Then let
Paul’s Prayer from Ephesians 3 wash over you and root you in his Spirit:
For this reason, I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
Amen.

Message from Audrey Gann: I would like to thank all of you
precious MOPC members for your faithful and loving support the last eight months. It has been quite a journey and
so comforting to know you were all there with me praying. I
am so fortunate to be the recipient of your faithfulness with
good results! Thank you so much. (Audrey’s cancer is currently in remission.)
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“Tweens in Transition” Class for Parents
April 8 at 9:45 a.m. with Jamie White
Have you heard the term “Tweenager?” It refers to 9-11 year olds who now
warrant their own mini-demographic due to modern culture and technology
rushing them along, right out of childhood and into adolescence at younger and
younger ages. They’re not quite full-blown teenagers yet, but they are tweenagers. Puberty is starting earlier, too; the research is still out on why that might
be, but I can assure you it is happening. If you didn’t already know, Ruth Rudy
and our Children’s Ministry has a wonderfully vibrant ministry for these Tweens
called Solid Rock 345 that meets on Sundays and Wednesdays to address their
distinct needs.
Soon a very large class of 5th grade students will finish elementary school and
transition to middle school in the fall. These students will also transition into our
Youth Ministry at MOPC. I like to ensure that parents not only have a chance to
get to know me, but also learn how we can support your student and family in
Youth Ministry. I’ll be teaching a class on this important “Tweens in Transition”
time for any interested parents of tweens, talking through what you can expect
to encounter as your student officially moves into middle school and Youth
Group, not just academically and programmatically, but socially and developmentally as well. Research indicates that the transition into middle school can
be one of the most difficult times for students, because there are so many significant changes taking place physically, emotionally, academically, and developmentally.
Parents, let’s come together on Sunday, April 8, at 9:45 a.m. to have a conversation about this important transition for your tween! Please join me in room 506
(northwest youth room with all the couches).
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May 20:

Last Day of Sunday School until September

June 25-29:

Service Camp for kids leaving grades 3,4 and 5

July 9-13:

Vacation Bible School for kids age 4 to leaving grade 5

August 10-12: Solid Rock Summer Retreat (Open to kids entering grades 3-6)
WEDNESDAYS AT SOLID ROCK 345
April 4: Paul’s Pen Pals

May 2: The Sacraments (Communion)

April 11: Heaven Sounds Awesome

May 9: The Sacraments (Baptism)

April 18: Route 66 (through the Bible!) May 16: End-of-Year Party
April 25: SR 345 Activity TBA

May 23: Serve at Family Promise

FISH (FELLOWSHIP IN SOMEONE’S HOME)
Sunday, April 22 12:30-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 20 12:30-3:00 p.m.
Host families are needed for both of these dates!
Email Ruth at rrudy@mtorpes.org
STEPPING STONES (KINDERGARTEN-2nd GRADE)
Sunday, April 29 12:30-3:00 p.m.: Fellowship Activity at Olympus Park

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Child Development
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Phil Hughes
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jamie White
Matt Cain
Ruth Rudy
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Julie Hessheimer
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: phughes@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2018
Bruce Davidson
Jackie Longmore
Erich Petersen
Jim Wight

Class of 2019
Cathy Dupont
Debbie Mascaro
Bob Piper
Seth Wall

Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2018: Maggie Burgess, Nancy Harper, Wes Keller, Terry Meidinger, Molly Molenaar,
Candy Vila
Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees,
Sher Santaw
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Erin Hackwith, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien

Stephen Ministers
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Bruce Bemis*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan
Metcalf, Judy Davis

