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Now it’s official! 
Pastor Chris was installed on August 22, 2021 

See page 3 

Fall Kick-Off:  September 12 from 12-1 p.m. 
Fun, food, fellowship, and games for all ages! 

Details on page 4 
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On one hand it is hard to believe it ’s been twenty years 
since the world changed on September 11, 2001. For some 
of us, we remember as if it where this morning. We remem-
ber where we were, who we were with and what we were 
doing. 9/11 has become one of those symbols that marks 
an end and a beginning, rather like B.C. and A.D.  
 
On the other hand, for a large segment of the population it 
doesn’t seem like yesterday because it ’s all they have 
known. For virtually anyone under the age of twenty-five, a 

post-9/11 world has been their only world. Therefore, I think it is important, 
for theological reasons, that we always remember September 11, 2001 for 
several reasons. We remember 9/11 for the loss of life in New York, Wash-
ington, and Pennsylvania. We remember that the world changed very quick-
ly, or we became aware of changes that were already underway. We remem-
ber because 9/11 brought to the forefront some very important questions: 
geopolitical, military, and most of all, theological.   
 
I was twenty-two years old on September 11, 2001. My roommate, Jadon La-
vik and I were glued to the television watching the horrifying clips of the 
planes flying into the twin towers and people forced to jump out of their win-
dows. We were unable to pick up the spoons in our cereal bowls. I had not 
begun my pastoral ministry yet, so in a very real way my ministry has been 
framed by a post-9/11 worldview. But more than anything, I remember how 
pre-occupied we were with the question of where. Where are my friends or 
loved ones who live in D.C. and Manhattan? Where is the next attack going 
to happen? Dodgers’ Stadium? Disneyland? LAX? Where is this all coming 
from? Where is Osama bin Laden? And most of all, where is God?  
 
I remember how full churches were the Sunday after the attacks, at least for 
a little while. Each year on 9/11 I take some time to read a sermon from a 
preacher I admire, one that was delivered that following Sunday: September 
16, 2001. On that day, I think people came together in churches for solidarity 
and perhaps even to protest militant Islam. I also think people came together 
seeking answers to the questions of where and why: where is God and why 
did he let this happen? Remembering 9/11 as a religious event is to ask 
those questions again. Such will also be the case when Covid-19 no longer 
threatens our lives, and we remember this pandemic. 
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The practice of remembering is something we Christians do every time we 
gather at the Table of Our Lord. We do this only once a month, on the sec-
ond Sunday, which happens to be September 12, this year. Before Jesus 
died, the Incarnate Word of God instituted the Sacrament of His Body and 
Blood – the Holy Eucharist – to perpetually answer our question of where 
he is. He is here. He is with us. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the Risen 
Christ who ascended to heaven is everywhere, with all people, and at all 
times. But by the power of that same Spirit, the mystery of the Crucified 
Body and Blood of Jesus is graced upon us in a particular place and at a 
particular time in the Lord’s Supper.  
 
The Crucified Body, the Broken Body, the Body that endured pain and suf-
fering and evil—that body is given to us. When we see the horrors of this 
world, the unthinkable acts of terror and evil, and we ask, “Where is God?” 
we are given a Crucified Body. Here. Here is God. He has already endured 
what we cannot imagine and He presents His Victory as often as we re-
member Him. In the Lord’s Supper is not only the victory over terrorism but 
the Victim of terrorism. At the Lord ’s Supper, we find both the Victim and 
Victor of everything. Here.  
 

That is why John Calvin implored us to participate in the Sacrament of 
Communion “as often as the Word is preached,” because it answers that 
most important question: God is here. We are shown, blessed, and given 
the opportunity to adore Christ in that wonderful and mysterious way God 
has chosen to be with us always. 
 
Twenty years later, let us remember the events of 9/11. Let us pray for 
those who have died. Let us pray for an end of terrorism and religious vio-
lence. Let us pray for the conversion of hearts, including our own. Let us 
remember the important questions that were thrust upon our lips. And let 
us give thanks in the answer: He is here. 
 
     -Pastor Chris 

On Sunday, August 22, the Presbytery of Utah and Mount Olympus Presbyterian 
Church officially installed Rev. Dr. Chris Pritchett, who has been serving as our 
pastor for more than one year. The congregation heard an inspiring sermon by 
his former colleague, Nancy Pearson, who is pastor of a Presbyterian Church in 
Cedar City.  Afterwards, we celebrated with a pie and ice cream social. 
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SEPTEMBER SERMONS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE SERMON TITLE SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Sept 5 Show Me Your Glory! Exodus 33:12-23 
 
Sept 12 Lessons From the Wilderness Numbers 14:2-4 
 
Sept 19 Remember, Pass It On Deuteronomy 6:4-7, 20-21 
  8:12-14, 17-18 
 
Following Moses’ journey teaches us the spiritual themes of wilderness wan-
dering, spiritual leadership, and the full journey of the soul. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Sept 26 Sacred People | Saints Philemon 1:4-7 
 
What does it mean when we hear the phrase, “All human life is sacred?” The 
series beginning on September 26 will explore this question by considering the 
sacredness that can be found in everyday life. 
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STEVE AND CINDY 
 
Steve and Cindy Weber started their cycling adven-
ture from the Canadian border to Mexico along the 
Great Divide on July 24. Their journey will be 60-70 
days of cycling on the Great Divide Mountain Bike 
Route. The route requires constant battling of hills, 
sun and wind of the Rocky Mountains. You can fol-
low their progress via their blog. This website al-
lows you to write notes to them in the guestbook 
link. The website URL is:  
https://www.crazyguyonabike.com/ 
 
To get to their page, search for “Roll Reversal.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From 12 noon—1 p.m. on Sunday, September 12, we will kick off the new sea-
son with a big party!  Come for food, fellowship, and games for all ages.  This 
event will provide an opportunity for members to become more acquainted with 
all the various ministries, activities, and missions of the church. This is an op-
portunity to see what God is doing from a ‘balcony’ perspective.  
 

It’s a perfect opportunity for members to invite friends and family, and for  visi-
tors to learn about the church’s ministries, and meet our members and leaders. 

 

https://www.crazyguyonabike.com/
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SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER on SEPT 11! 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

September is here and as fall begins, we hope 
our MOPC Team will be back in full swing! 
Thank you to those who helped on August 14! 
 

Saturday, September 11, is our next scheduled day at the Utah Food Bank. 
Children age 6+ are welcome if accompanied by at least one parent. Remem-
ber, no open -toed shoes.  The food bank is located at 3150 South 900 West. 
 

See some photos below of our small, but hard-working team.  Hopefully we will 
have a better turnout in the fall! 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Ministry  

2 

 
 

 

7am Mens  Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

Women’s Bible  
 

3 
 

 
7 p.m. Rescue 

Mission 
8 p.m. AA 

4 
 
 

 

5 
 

8:30 & 11 a.m.    
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship 

 
 

6 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

 

7 

 
6:30 am  Men’s 

Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. PW 

8:30 p.m. 
Health Team 

8 

 
 

 

  
 

9 
 

7am Mens  Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

Women’s Bible  

10 
 

9:00 am 
Sandwiches  

4:45 Soup 
kitchen 

8 p.m. AA 
 

11 
 

10 am Utah 
Food Bank 

 

12 

8:30 & 11 a.m.    
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship 

12:00 Fall Kick-Off  

 

13 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

14 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 pm  Deacons 
7 pm Finance 

  
 

15 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Ministry  

  
 
 
 

16 

 
7am Mens  Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

Women’s Bible  
 
 

17 
 

 

8 p.m. AA 

18 
 

 

19 
 

8:30 & 11 a.m.    
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship 

 
 

20 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

21 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible Study  

7 pm Session 
  

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

7am Mens  Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

Women’s Bible  

24 
 

8 p.m. AA 

25 
 

 

26 
 

8:30 & 11 a.m.    
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship 

 

27 

 

12:30 Staff 
7:30 Personnel  

8 pm AA 
 

28 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible  Study 

7 pm Facilities 

29 
 

 

30 
 

7am Mens  Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

Women’s Bible  

 
Events 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ARE “DOERS!” 
 

     September will not find us face to face 
     Number of new cases have set a fast pace. 

     Continuing on Zoom will find us this time 
     When we can finally be together will suit us just fine! 

 
Our Monthly meeting will be on Zoom, on Tuesday, September 
7 at 10 a.m.  The link will be sent to you from Betty Merritt. 

 
The PW of Utah Fall Gathering is now scheduled virtually on Zoom for Satur-
day, September 18, 2021 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. It will include speaker, 
business meeting, and worship. Please register to carolanneday@gmail.com. 
The theme will be “Lifting Up Our Sisters,” based on Romans 12:15 – “Weep 
and Rejoice For Those Who Weep.”  Anand Dyal Chand will speak on the injus-
tices against poor Women in India.  You will receive the link after you register. 
 
Our new Horizon’s Magazine Bible Study will begin September 7, led by Mardi 
Lessey. The topic will be “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning From 
the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.”  Join us and hear about these 
five women. 
  
Come along on Tuesday, September 7, 10:00 a.m. live on Zoom. 

ADULT LUNCHEON FELLOWSHIP 
 
We will not begin in-person luncheons in September due to the rise in COVID 
cases at this time. Here’s hoping that October will be safer.  We are so looking 
forward to these luncheons for food, fun, and fellowship.  Watch for updates!!  

mailto:carolanneday@gmail.com


MOPC volunteers make sandwiches for the soup 
kitchen at 9 a.m. on the second Friday of every 
month and serve dinner to the hungry and homeless 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The soup kitchen is located at 
437 West 200 South in downtown Salt Lake. Wear 
close-toed shoes and a ballcap or head scarf. Sign 
up in the gathering area to serve on September 12.  
 
Sign up in the gathering area to volunteer. 
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DO YOU CROCHET OR KNIT? 
 
The Prayer Shawl  ministry at MOPC had 
an active year and currently needs more 
shawls. All members of our congregation 
may knit these shawls. Pastor Chris blesses 
the shawls and PW members present them 
to someone in need of prayer and blessings. Every prayer shawl we have given 
has  had a unique pattern and/or color.  No two were the same!  For more infor-
mation or directions on making prayer shawls, please go to www.prayer shawl 
ministry.  

First Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake City is celebrating 150 years!  In honor 
of their 150

th
 anniversary, they have started a project called “Helping our Home-

less Friends Have a Home.” This involves putting together at least 150 house 
starter kits for homeless people moving into apartments. After being homeless, 
people don’t have even the bare essentials to start life in an apartment.  There 
is a list on our bulletin board of new household items needed and a collection 
box in the gathering area.  The deadline for contributions is October 1.  
 
This project is being led by Pamela Atkinson...remember her?  She spoke to 
our congregation about her work with the homeless during the sermon series 
“The Poor Will Always Be With Us.”   

http://www.prayer
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As the summer ends and our students 
head back to school, we continue to 
ask for your prayers as they start a 
new season that is rife with many un-
knowns. Thank you for your continued 
support! 
 
We reflect back on our summer as a time that we were able to come together 
(post-vaccination for many of our students) and laugh and play together as we 
participated in HikeChurch, SkateChurch, TopGolf, pool parties and more!  

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP 
MEETINGS START SEPTEMBER 15  
Wednesday youth group is our main week-
ly meeting. From 7-8:30 p.m. we play 
games, eat junk food, study the Word of 
God and meet together in small groups. 
We have a bunch of awesome small group 
leaders who are excited to guide our stu-
dents through discussion, run around, 

laugh and grow in Jesus together. 
 
ANNUAL PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 
We encourage our parents to join this meeting on September 8 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
via Zoom. At this meeting, we will preview the calendar for the entire year in 
youth ministry. You can ask questions, see other parents, and feel a sense of 
unity as we help to raise our students in the life of Christ. More information will 
be sent via the weekly youth email. If you are not on this mailing list, please 
reach out to jmcclure@mtopres.org. 
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We've had a great summer in Chil-
dren's Ministry at MOPC!  We began 
in-person children's programming on 
July 4th, hosted bi-monthly park 
playdates, provided a monthly 
"Moms' Cafe," hosted an awesome 
VBS, and ended the summer with a 
giant pool party.  Although it's hard 
to see this wonderful summer come 
to an end, we're excited for what this 
next school year has in store! 
 
           -Jen Christensen 
  Children’s Ministry Director 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 
 

Office Hours:   
    Mon-Thur 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class 2023 
Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus 
Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill Mindy deHoll 
Richard Murphy Debra Penney Dan Shelly 
Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight Jon Woods 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Katie Anderson, Jackie Longmore, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


