
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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WORSHIP WITH US ON  
FACEBOOK LIVE! 

 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

 

Zoom Meeting for Parents of Youth 
September 9 at 7 p.m. (Page 10) 

 

Youth Kick-Off Event 
September 12 at 7 p.m. (Page 10) 

 

Parent Café for Dads 
September 20 at 11:30 a.m. (Page 11) 

NEW SERMON SERIES BEGINS SEPTEMBER 6 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Now that I’ve been here for a couple months, I want to 
share five positive observations that I have noticed as pat-
terns or cultural characteristics here at Mount Olympus 
Presbyterian Church. By my observations, MOPC is: 
 
A caring congregation. You have been caring toward my 
family by helping us with meals and words of support dur-
ing our transition. But I’m more interested in how you care 
for one another, and I have seen and heard your hearts of 
concern toward those who share difficult prayer requests. I 

have seen how you reach out to one another to show support, affirmation, and 
concern. I’ve seen how you bring meals to families after surgery. I’ve seen how 
the young value the older wisdom and how the older are so proud of the young-
ers’ accomplishments. I have seen how you value our LDS neighbors and do 
not judge or fear those who see the world a little differently. Every week, I bear 
witness to how you encourage one another online during worship, and this 
gives me great hope. 
 
A studious congregation. To be clear, I am not speaking here of intellectual-
ism or academic prowess in general, though there is no shortage of such 
achievements at MOPC. Here, I’m thinking more in terms of Paul’s instruction to 
“be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2) and Jesus’ instruc-
tion to “love God with all your…mind” (Mt 22:37). Men and women from MOPC 
meet every week to study the Bible and take this task seriously (without taking 
themselves too seriously). I have seen and heard (though limited with Covid) 
how you engage with the sermon and the study provided for the week. I have 
spoken with many of you about Christian authors such as CS Lewis, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, NT Wright, John Stott, Henri Nouwen, Teresa of Avila, Thomas 
Merton, and St. Augustine. When it comes to the Christian faith, we are a con-
gregation who does not check our brains at the door. 
 
A familial congregation. The word “family” is often used to describe our life 
together, and your many years of life together as a multigenerational, spiritual 
family. Every one of our many Friendship Gatherings have been wrought with a 
sense of relief and comfort simply in getting the chance to be together in the 
flesh. I see how you share resources with one another and  how you show up to 
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support each other, and how you value the perspectives of your spiritual relatives 
at MOPC.  You invest in quality children’s and youth programs that greatly enrich 
the lives of our young people. I have seen the pride and appreciation of the older 
when the younger step up to lead in worship and in ministry. It’s a healthy pride 
and a delightful affection. 
 
A merciful congregation. To have mercy is to help others to help when they 
cannot help themselves. Our local and global mission partnerships and the sup-
port we give out of our budget to mercy ministries is commendable. Even more 
are the ways in which your hands and hearts contribute to the local food banks 
as well as overseas causes. I have also seen how you show mercy to one anoth-
er. Choosing to wear a mask and supporting the leadership who make decisions 
that affect the most vulnerable among us is a significant expression of mercy.   
 
A prayerful congregation. Prayer is critical for the well-being of our spiritual 
community. Our prayer chain sends and receives emails nearly every day of the 
week. When a request is shared, there are often a multitude of replies of affirma-
tion and commitment to pray. Every Bible study takes half the time to pray for 
one another. Our Prayers of the People every Sunday include the specific pray-
ers of our congregation and are well prepared in advance. We have a prayer 
gathering via Zoom on Thursday evenings. It isn’t easy to maintain a discipline of 
corporate prayer during a time of isolation, but the desire and intention of being a 
prayerful congregation is as old as the church itself and thus part of the DNA. 
 
May these actual values that make up the congregation’s identity and way of be-
ing together, continue and even strengthen as we begin a new and most unusual 
academic year. As we continue to uphold these values, we will continue to grow 
in Christ together, and God will bless us with joy and passion for the Gospel. I’ve 
realized in my own spiritual life that the more I live into and practice the way of 
Jesus, the more I believe it and see the Truth in him. Thank you for being who 
you are; for your love for God, one another, and the world that God so loves. It’s 
a joy to serve as your pastor.  
 

In Christ, 
 
Pastor Chris  
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THIS IS MY STORY: VIEWING LIFE THROUGH GOD’S METANARRATIVE 
 
All human beings are storytellers. I’m a storyteller. You’re a storyteller. We tell 
stories everyday—at the dinner table, around the fireplace, in the coffee shop—
it’s how we make sense of our lives, and we start at an early age. Telling stories 
is as basic to human beings as eating. While food gives us life, stories give 
meaning to life. We use stories to answer the great existential questions: Why 
am I here? What is the purpose of my life? What does it mean to be human? 
 
The Bible contains many little stories that come together to form one Big Story 
or ‘meta-narrative’. The narrative of the Bible is the narrative of creation, human-
ity, and God. The Bible doesn’t just give us commands and prohibitions. It gives 
us an entire worldview. We all live according to a worldview. A worldview is the 
lens through which we see the world and make decisions. It’s like wearing a pair 
of glasses. You don’t think about looking at your glasses when you have them 
on. You look through them to see the world around you. Everyone has a 
worldview, even people who are not Christians. This story is not like any other 
story you are likely to hear. The Bible story claims to be the ultimate story which 
explains why the universe exists, why the world is the way it is, and where the 
whole of creation is heading. This story makes a claim on your life because it 
says that you were created for a purpose. 
 
 September 6  Creation       Genesis 1-2 
 September 13 Fall        Genesis 3 
 September 20 The Call of Israel      Genesis 12:1-9 
 September 27 Jesus        John 1:18 
 October  4  The Church       Acts 1-2 
 October 11  New Heavens &      Revelation 7 
    New Earth 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

Based on the results of the recent survey and recommendations of the Health 
Team and Session, our congregation is not ready to return to in-person worship 
and a limited number of volunteers can be admitted to the sanctuary at one 
time. If you are eager to return to worship, you can volunteer to help with the 
service in some way.  Volunteers are needed to run sound and computer, read 
scripture, pray or read the announcements.  To volunteer, call the church office 
at 801-277-2674 or email sbarnish@mtopres.org. 
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The 2020 fall school year is upon us! It is a different year, 
students in person, students online, and many in some mix 
of the two. The precautions are different across school sys-
tems and ages, but our need for meaningful relationships 
remains. If the summer has taught us anything, it is that we 
will have to continue to be intentional and creative about 
engaging one another. On the lookout for ways to relearn, 
replace, or reinvent our normal means of being together.  

The Mount will be holding our annual back-to-college BBQ in a more distanced 
and picnic-like fashion this year. We will meet on the east side of Canyon Rim 
Park on Friday, September 18 at 6 p.m. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and a 
mask for some distanced recreation and a time to meet other Mount members 
and college students. If you are attending college this year and are looking for 
community, or know someone who is, we would love for you to join us.  
 
Please let Matt Cain know by phone, text, or email if you are interested in join-
ing us or want more information at Mcain@mtopres.org or (801)599-2793. 
  

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

The Thursday morning Women’s Bible Study began on 
August 20. We meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays—about 
six of us in-person, but socially distanced, in someone’s 
backyard and the rest of us over Zoom. We are studying 
Job, Psalms and Proverbs. For details, call Judy Davis  at 801 943-3154. 
 
The Thursday morning Men’s Bible Study has Zoom meetings at 7 a.m. We 
spend the first part of our meeting checking in with each other. For our study, 

we are currently discussing the Book of Romans and 
John Stotts commentary on this important book. Contact 
Jim Cobb (jamescobb@icloud.com) for more infor-
mation. 

mailto:Mcain@mtopres.org
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Mardi making new curtains for the Rescue Mission       The completed curtains are laid out on a bed. 

The Rescue Mission sustained much damage during the March earthquake.  When the 
curtains were taken down, they fell apart and had to be replaced. Mardi Lessey made 
new curtains for the windows at the Rescue Mission. 

Mardi delivered many quilts to the Cottonwood Heights police station to be put in the 
back of patrol cars for use with accident victims. 

The Quilters Holladay Chapter of the Utah Quilt Guild, in a project coordinated by Mardi 
Lessey, supplied the YWCA with 35 beautiful handmade quilts. 

THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST DURING COVID-19 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

 

 
 
 

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible 

Children’s Team 
 
 

2  

 
7 pm Stephen 

Ministry  

3  

 
7 am  Men’s 
Bible  Study  

9:30 a.m. Wom-
en’s Bible 

4  

 

 
7 pm  Rescue 

Mission 

5 
 
 
 

 

6 
 

9 am Adult Disciple-
ship on Zoom  

10 am Worship on 
Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount  

7  

 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
6:30 pm Local 

Missions 

8 
 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Finance 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

 
7 pm Youth Parent 

Meeting 
 

10  
 

 
7 am  Men’s 
Bible  Study  

9:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

11  

 
 

12 
 

7 pm Youth Kick-
Off Event 

13  

 

9 am Adult Disciple-
ship on Zoom  

10 am Worship on 
Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount  

14 
 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

15 
 

 
6:30 am  Men’s 

Bible 
7 pm Session 

16 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Ministry  

7 pm Youth 

 
 

17  

 

7 am  Men’s 
Bible  Study  

9:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
9 am Adult Disciple-

ship on Zoom  
10 am Worship on 

Facebook Live 
11:30 am Dads’ Only  

Parents’ Cafe 
6 pm The Mount  

21 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

22 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
7 pm Facilities Team 

 

23  

 
7 pm Youth 

 

24  

 
7 am  Men’s 
Bible  Study  

9:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

9 am Adult Disciple-
ship on Zoom  

10 am Worship on 
Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount  

28 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm Personnel 

29 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
 

30 
 

7 pm Youth 

 Events 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
 
Due to Covid-19, St. Vincent de Paul has had to close their dining room, but 
they are continuing to provide meals in the form of sack lunches and hot take-
out containers. MOPC has offered to provide volunteers to assist in food prep 
at their kitchen at 437 W 200 S on the second Friday of each month. For your 
convenience there is a sign-up site at  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a054bada722a4fb6-food. There are two time-slots (9-11 a.m. and 11 a.m.
-1 p.m.) with a maximum of four persons in each time slot. Volunteers must be 
age 14+, and must wear a mask and head/hair covering. Social distancing be-
tween different family groups is encouraged. Please consider getting involved, 
maybe with a group of friends, in this important ministry. Please contact Nancy 
Petersen at 801-455-8187 with questions.  

 

The family of Rosella Marshall extends a sincere thank you for the love and 
kindness shown to our mother.  She was faithful in attending services because 
of her faith and the joy she received in seeing and talking to members. 
 
Rosella went to be with the Lord on August 13, 2020. 

THE MASTER GARDNER 
 

This time outdoors in my garden waiting for this COVID-19 to pass has been a 
time of contemplation, to appreciate the blessings that God has provided and 
daily enjoy His good earth that surrounds me. 

God is truly our Master Gardener! 

Marilyn Marshall wrote this reflection. If you 
would like to submit something that you have 
written, drawn or photographed, please email 
your submission to Emily in the church office 
at epiper@mtopres.org. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054bada722a4fb6-food
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054bada722a4fb6-food
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Mount Easter Vigil 
2019 

MEET THE INTERIM DIRECTOR  
OF OUR CHILDCARE CENTER! 

 
Maddie Woodruff has been working in Early 
Childhood Education for the past eight years, and 
is excited to be taking on her new role as Interim 
Director for the Child Development Center. Previ-
ously, she worked as the center’s Assistant Di-
rector for nearly two years. In addition to her ad-
ministrative experience, she has taught two-, 
three-, and four-year-olds for six years. She 
loved being able to teach the children new things 

every day and share in their excitement for learning. Now, she loves being 
able to play an active role in each of the families’ lives. She also enjoys learn-
ing from and mentoring all of the center’s wonderful teachers, as well as ex-
panding her own knowledge in the field. 
 
Currently, she holds a National Administrator's Credential (NAC) and is com-
pleting her Child Development Associates (CDA) degree. Her favorite part of 
her job is being able to share God’s love with the families and children attend-
ing the school. She was raised in a non-denominational Christian family and 
has experienced God’s love, miracles, and grace throughout her life. Being 
able to spread God’s word to the children is viewed as a privilege and a bless-
ing. In her spare time, Maddie loves being with her husband, Alex. They have 
been married for two years. She also enjoys spending time with her pets, 
Bentley and Shadow, and her family. She is always up for a night of karaoke, 
enjoys DIY projects, crafts, and paddle boarding. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT CANCELED 
SNOWBIRD OFFERS DISCOUNT ON ROOMS TO MOPC FAMILIES! 

 
The Women’s Retreat has been canceled for 2020. Snowbird was gracious 
enough to let us move our contract to 2021 without any penalties.  
 
The good news is that Snowbird is offering MOPC families a great rate for 
rooms. Call 1-800-453-3000 and mention Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church. 
The Lodge at Snowbird has bedrooms for $109 + tax and one-bedroom condos 
with lofts for  $265 + tax. Rates and rooms will be on a space available basis. 
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The summer was great for Inverted Student 
Ministries! In the season when we usually 
take a break from regularly meeting, we con-
tinued our Wednesday night Zoom gather-
ings to watch and discuss videos from The 
Bible Project’s “Church at Home” series. We 
also had a book club that met right after the 
Zoom video discussion to analyze the biblical 
themes underlying the story of C.S. Lewis’s 
“The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe.” It 
was an enriching experience! 
 

Our summer hikes allowed students to en-
gage leaders and one another in a physically 
distant, but in-person setting. We spent hours 
chatting about subjects ranging from 
protestant theology to news about the music 
group One Direction. We hiked over 45.4 miles and ascended 15,159 feet over 
the course of the summer! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, September 9, at 7 p.m.: Parent/Guardian Zoom Meeting to get 
info on what to expect this year in youth. The link will be sent out the week of 
the meeting via the youth group email chain. 
 
Saturday, September 12, at 7 p.m.: Annual Youth Kick-off Event! We will 
gather for a round of “COVID-rules Kick Ball” and watch an outdoor movie, 
while socially distanced, on the lawn at MOPC. 
 
Wednesday, September 16, at 7 p.m.: First night of regularly scheduled 
Youth Group. This will be an outdoor, in-person gathering that complies with 
MOPC Health Team guidelines. 
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The "Moms Only Parents' Cafe" on August 23 was a wonderful event. Fifteen 
moms sat outside MOPC and shared their joys and concerns, prayed, and sup-
ported one another in person. This is a group of truly beautiful women, both in-
side and out! Thank you to Bethany Jones for leading our time together!   

And not to worry, our dads will not be left out!  Dads, mark your calendars for a 
"Dads' Only Parents' Cafe," to be led by Josh Jones, on September 20 at 11:30 
a.m. Please email Jen (jchristensen@mtopres.org) with any questions and 
watch for an evite for our "Dads Only" event. 

mailto:jchristensen@mtopres.org


            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry Matt Cain 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Director of The Mount Matt Cain 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Interim Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours during Covid Quarantine:   
        Mon—Fri 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett 
Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill 
Bill Loos Richard Murphy Debra Penney 
Lori Jones Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


