
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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Congregational Meeting: November 14  
(Details on page 5) 

Commitment of Giving Sunday: November 21 

Office Closed on November 25 & 26 for Thanksgiving 

Pastor Chris challenges everyone to read  
one Proverb each day for 31 days! 
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Each fall, Presbyterians remember the Protestant Reformation. 
Reformation Day is often celebrated in worship on the last 
Sunday of October. At Mt. O, we distribute Bibles to our third 
graders on this Sunday. It is a fitting day for this commemora-
tion because the Reformation was largely born around the idea 
that God’s Word is the final authority for our life of faith and 
practice. We want our children to know this essential truth. 
 
This past month, I had the opportunity to embark on a Refor-
mation pilgrimage with a colleague of mine, where we jour-

neyed by train through various cities to visit the places where these great Chris-
tian leaders sparked massive revivals in their cities.  
 
When you read the book of Acts, it is difficult to not get excited about the growth 
of the early church. The disciples heard and obeyed the risen Christ when he 
commanded, "go into all the world and preach the gospel." (Matthew 28:19) 
  
Through that phenomenal growth, the Roman Catholic Church developed. It 
was the only official body of believers for hundreds of years until the great 
schism in 1054. But it wasn’t until the 16

th
 century that a priest finally stood up to 

the abuse of power by leaders of the Church, and protested on biblical grounds. 
The practice of indulgences was perhaps the most glaring of abuses. What is 
often overlooked is the double nature of how this practice harmed the common 
people. Not only was it abusive and biblically false to make people pay clergy to 
set their ancestors free from Purgatory, but it also destroyed their relationship 
with God. Luther was upset that people were simply buying their way out of spir-
itual trouble, and as a result, avoiding prayer altogether. “No need to pray or go 
to confession,” they would say, “I’ve already put my coins in the coffer.”  
 
Luther took a bold and dangerous step as he nailed a paper to the door of a Ca-
thedral in Wittenberg, Germany on which he had written 95 complaints against 
the only Christian community of his day - his own Church. It is known as the 95 
theses.  
 
The sign in front of the door reads: “On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther is said 
to have posted his 95 theses in Latin on this very door in order to debate his 
propositions with scholars. This academic disputation was meant to establish 
whether the sale of indulgences truly coincided with Jesus’ intentions. This is 
regarded as the start to the Reformation.  

Continued on next page 
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The old wooden Theses Door was lost when the 
church was destroyed by fire in 1760. In 1858, 
King Frederick William IV of Prussia funded the 
bronze door bearing the Latin theses which exists 
today.  
 

We often think that the reformation was about doc-
trinal correctness. This is true, but not at the heart 
of the revolution and revival. At the heart of the 
Reformation, was dismay about how the Church’s 
doctrines resulted in religious, financial, and politi-
cal oppression. But thanks to these courageous 
intellectual heavyweights, the people had biblical 
and theological grounds for sweeping change. 
  
It did not take long after the appearance of these 

complaints for discontent to grow into conflict. Some believers wanted change 
and some did not.  Fearing for Martin Luther's safety, a sympathetic friend se-
questered him in a castle. 
  
It was there that Luther reaffirmed the strength and comfort of a mighty God. 
Within his temporary hiding place, the words of Psalm 46:1 came alive for him: 
"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble."  
  
During those days of solitude, prayer and Bible study, Luther began a transla-
tion of the Scriptures into German. He firmly believed that "all people must be 
able to read God's word for themselves." It was the accepted norm of the day 
that the Bible, written in Latin, was only read by priests. Likewise, he believed 
that church music was for everyone to sing. "The devil who is the originator of 
sorrowful anxieties and restless trouble, flees before the sound of God's music 
almost as much as before the Word of God," Luther declared. 
  
With that inspiration, he composed the hymn, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God." It 
is a bold affirmation of the power and love of God: 
 

"A mighty fortress is our God. A bulwark never failing.   
Our helper He amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and power are great,  And armed with cruel hate,  
On earth is not His equal." 

Continued on next page 
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This image depicts the spire of the cathedral 
where Luther preached in Wittenberg. An 
inscription at the top reads: “Ein feste Burg 
Ist unser Gott” (A mighty fortress is our 
God). 
 
Luther was determined that he would not 
recant his protests against the Catholic 
Church. After a struggle of several years 
with officials in Rome, he was excommuni-
cated in 1520. This was only the beginning 
of his continued teaching and preaching with 
great enthusiasm. He proclaimed the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to small gatherings. Soon 
those new fellowships of Christian believers 
grew. Some scoffed at them by calling them, 
"Lutherans." Thus, the first denomination 
was named. 

  
He died in 1546 at the age of 63 in the town of his birth, Eisleben, Saxony, Ger-
many. Not a perfect man, Luther was known at times to be crass, harsh, and he 
held to many of the prejudices that were prevalent in his day. As the saying 
goes: the best of men are men at best. We can all be thankful that God raises 
up and uses ordinary people like us to accomplish his purposes in the world.  
  
In 101 Hymn Stories, Kenneth Osbeck suggests that Luther’s famous hymn is 
the most powerful one of the Protestant Reformation. He writes: "It became the 
battle cry of the people, a great source of strength. This hymn has been translat-
ed into practically every known language and is regarded as one of the noblest 
and most classic examples of Christian hymnody." This hymn covers the full 
sweep of a Christian's life. In it, we find the answer to conflict, striving, spiritual 
warfare, and at last, victory. The second verse describes it beautifully:  

 
"Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right Man on our side, The man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that might be? Christ Jesus it is He.  

Lord Sabaoth His name, From age to age the same. 
And He must win the battle." 

 
May God bless you richly this Thanksgiving!            -Pastor Chris 
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Sunday, November 7 

Everyone wants “the good life!” Our new sermon series will explore what Jesus 
said about the good life and the keys he gave to experiencing it. “The Good 
Life” is also the theme of our 2021 stewardship campaign. 

NOVEMBER SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 
 

11/7 Reframing the Good Life Ecclesiastes 2:1-10 

11/14 Money and the Good Life 1 Timothy 6:9-10, 17-19 

11/21 Success and the Good Life Psalm 13:5-6; Matthew 22:35-40; 
  1 John 3:14; Galatians 6:9-10 
11/28 Born In Us Today:  
 A Teenager’s Faith Luke 1:26-38 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
November 14 at 12:15 p.m.  

 

The purpose of this meeting is to: 
1) Introduce the proposed 2022 budget; and  
2) Approve/move forward in the process of hiring an Associate Pastor. 
 

Join the meeting online or in-person  
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SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER on NOV 13! 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

The MOPC Team will work on Saturday, No-
vember 13 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Everyone 
is welcome, including children age 6 and up if 
accompanied by a parent. The food bank is, 

located at 3150 S and 900 West.  Let’s join together to help make Thanksgiving 
a giving time to those in need. Who will get in the box this time? 

AFGHAN REFUGEE SETTLEMENT IN UTAH 
     
Utah plans to settle over 700 Afghan refugees. The International Rescue Center 
(IRC) and Catholic Community Services (CCS) are managing their transition 
and re-settlement. The first refugees arrived in October and more will arrive in 
the next 3-6 months. Both agencies reduced staff when the number of refugees 
was limited to those having a humanitarian visa. Current refugees are not eligi-
ble for much of the government assistance that is usually available for new refu-
gees such as rent, short-term living expenses, Medicaid, and food stamps. 
 
The Local Mission Team (LMT) is evaluating needs and potential MOPC in-
volvement. Currently, the main need is money. Neither settlement group has 
much room for donated supplies, so money to purchase items to set up an 
apartment is most needed. Money for this purpose may be donated by giving 
directly to CCS - ccsutah.org  or IRC - rescue.org/united-states/salt-lake-city-ut. 
 
Initially, many of the relational needs will be met through the local Afghan com-
munity and Muslim community. LMT is communicating with local Christian or-
ganizations that work with refugees, and one that partners with Muslim refu-
gees. LMT will keep the congregation informed of service opportunities. 

 
Please pick up an empty Operation Christmas Child shoebox in 
the gathering area. Take it home, fill it with gifts for a child in 
need, and return your packed box to MOPC by November 
14. These boxes will be shipped to children all over the world. 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

1 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

2 
 

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:30 am PW 
7 pm Health 

Team 

3 
 

7 pm Youth/ 
3rd-5th Groups 
7 pm Stephen 

Ministry 

4 
 

7 am Mens 
Bible  

7 pm Prayer 
Mtg 

Women’s Bible  

5 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Rescue Mission 

8 pm AA 

6 
 

11 am AA 

7 
 

8:30 & 11 am Wor-
ship 

9:45 Adult Disc 
Parent Cafe 

Children’s SS 
 

8 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

9 

 

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 pm Deacons 
6:30 Finance 

  
 

10 

 
7 pm Youth/ 

3rd-5th Groups 
 

 

  
 

11 
7 am Mens 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer 

Mtg 
Women’s Bible  

12 
9:30 am Sand-

wich-making for 
4:45 Soup Kitch-

en 
8 pm AA 

 

13 
 

10 am Utah 
Food Bank 
11 am AA 

14 

8:30 & 11 am Wor-
ship 

9:45 Adult Disc 
Parent Café 

12:15 Congregational 
Meeting 

Children’s SS 

15 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

16 

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 pm Session 
  
 

17 
 

7 pm Youth/ 
3rd-5th Groups 
7 pm Stephen  

Ministry 
 
 

18 
7 am Mens 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer 

Mtg 
Women’s Bible  

19 

 

8 pm AA 

20 
 

11 a.m. AA 

21 

Commitment of 
Giving Sunday 

8:30 & 11 am Wor-
ship 

9:45 Adult Disc 
Parent Café 

Children’s SS 

22 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

23 
 

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 pm Facilities 
  

24 
 

7 pm Youth/ 
3rd-5th Groups 

25 
 

Thanksgiving  
Office Closed 

26 
 

Office Closed 
8 pm AA 

27 
 

 
11 a.m. AA 

28 
8:30 & 11 am Wor-

ship 
9:45 Adult Disc 

Parent Cafe 
Children’s SS 

 
 

29 

12:30 Staff 
7:30 Personnel 

8 pm AA 

 
 
 

30 
6:30 am Men’s 

Bible Study 
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November is upon us, a time for giving thanks, tis true. 
              A time to honor all we have in God.  

Won’t you join us in doing this too? 
 

Our monthly PW meeting will be Tuesday, November 2, 2021 
(Election Day)...easy to remember!  We will meet at 10 a.m. on 
Zoom. If the church office has your email address, you will re-
ceive the link from Betty Merritt. Our annual mission pledge has 
been sent to Verlane Seiler, Moderator in the Utah Presbytery. 

 
I hope you had a chance to attend the virtual Fall Gathering in September.  The 
worship collection from the Gathering was earmarked for the American Endow-
ment for Education in India (AEEI).  The speaker at the Gathering spent time in 
missionary work in India among other ministries. Thank you to all who partici-
pated. Come join us as we continue on our journey to be “Doers.” Our Bible 
Study, “What My Grandmother Taught Me,” continues with Carol Day leading 
this month, Lesson 2. Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 10 a.m. on Zoom. 
 
Cookbooks will be ready for sale for Christmas gifts. All proceeds will benefit the 
Kenya Partners Project this year.   

Congratulations to the Wight family! 
 

Elliot Benton Wight was born on October 6 to parents Greg and 
Vanessa Wight. His grandparents are Jim and Kathy Wight, 
and Bruce Bemis is his great-grandfather.  Elliot weighed in at 
8 lbs. 6 oz. and is home doing well. 

THURSDAY EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
ON ZOOM AT 7 P.M. 

 

A new Bible study will start on Thursday, November 4 at 7 p.m. using Advent of 
the Savior by InterVarsity Press. This group will meet weekly through Decem-
ber 16, excluding Thanksgiving Day. Each week is a standalone study, so con-
sistent attendance is not needed. The lessons require short preparation, but still 
dig deep. For details about the study guide and zoom link, please contact Gwen 
Mitchell. 
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Thank you to Deb Penney for her newest 
original artwork, for the Parents' Cafe 
room! We recommend that you head up the 
stairs above the kitchen to see these beauti-
ful pieces. 
 
Parents’ Café is a relaxed and supportive 
environment for parents (and grandparents, 
too)! 

Blue Sky is in the pro-
cess of installing192 
solar panels on the 
roof of the church. 
These panels will sig-
nificantly reduce our 
carbon footprint and 
produce tens of thou-
sands of kilowatt-
hours of renewable 
energy per year. The 
panels should be con-
nected to the grid by 
November 6. 

“FEAST OF GOODNESS” COOKBOOKS 
 
A wonderful collection of favorite recipes from MOPC members will go on sale 
on Sunday, November 7.  These beautiful, spiral bound books are a bargain at 
$10.00 each.  Looking for the perfect gift for neighbors, co-workers, your hair 
dresser, bridge partner, or book club friends? Look no further!   
 
All proceeds will help ease the suffering in Kenya through Kenya Partners. The 
cookbook is the brainchild of Mardi Lessey, who collected the recipes, typed 
and edited them, and contributed many of her own culinary specialties. 
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We have had a blast since we returned to our normal youth programming for 
Wednesday night and Sunday mornings! We have been studying the book of 
Mark on Wednesday nights and learning bible study techniques as well as un-
derstanding more about the Christian practice of prayer on Sunday mornings! 
 
Below are a couple photos from our Youth of Utah Presbytery (YUP) Fall event 
with Presbyterian youth groups from all over the Wasatch Front and even from 
Richfield, UT! We started the day in worship at MOPC, had pizza/played games 
at the church, helped to clean Parleys Historic Park and then finished the day at 
TopGolf! The students had a blast! And it was so great to join with other con-
gregations, to see those who are learning to follow Jesus in the context of 
churches from all over the state.  
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At MOPC we offer both Sunday School 
(9:45-10:45 a.m.) and Children's Church 
(at 8:30 and 11 a.m.), but what's the differ-
ence? 

Sunday School (9:45-10:45 a.m.): smaller 
classes, divided by age (PK, K-2nd, 3rd-
5th).  Taught by the same 2-3 teachers 
throughout the school year. We use a Bible
-based curriculum called "The Gospel Pro-
ject" which allows kids to delve deeper into 
God's word. 

Children's Church: At 8:30 a.m. there's one 
class for all ages taught by Ms. Jen.  At 11 
a.m. there are two classes (PK and Ele-
mentary). Teachers at 11:00 are on a rotat-
ing schedule and typically lead once a 
month, year round.  Curriculum is the 
same for 8:30 and 11:00, written by Ms. 
Jen, and is based on the scripture verses that Pastor Chris uses in the main 
service. 
 
Sunday School and Children's Church both allow time for kids to socialize and 
pray together. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Do you know the difference? 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 
 

Office Hours:   
Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class 2023 
Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus 
Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill Mindy deHoll 
Richard Murphy Debra Penney Dan Shelly 
Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight Jon Woods 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Katie Anderson, Jackie Longmore, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


