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What a joyful Easter season this is, not only with the warming 
of the earth, the flowers blooming and all the signs of spring’s 
new life, but especially this year with the emergence of incar-
national (rather than only virtual) togetherness again. It is so 
exciting that it makes me want to forget the “emergence” part 
and skip to the fully together part! I am enjoying seeing a few 
faces on Sunday mornings, and throughout the week. My 
wife, Devon, and I are so grateful for our medical community 
here in the church who have wisely guided us through this 
season with intensely competing needs of togetherness and 
physical safety. We are also grateful to be fully vaccinated, 

which we receive as a gift of grace by God through the work of medicine.  
 
With the excellent organization of Dennis Winge and the generous hospitality of 
our members, we are planning to have another series of backyard fellowship 
gatherings this coming June. This will be an incredible way to welcome the sum-
mer. The purpose is twofold: 1) To get together and rebuild our sense of com-
munity in Christ while welcoming new families who have joined us this past year; 
and 2) To pray for our ministries and future together as a church. This is the 
most important thing: that we pray, seek and receive God’s love and life and 
reconciliation and vision. I’ll attend as many as possible and provide a simple 
prayer guide for each gathering.  
 
I also want to alert you to a couple things that I mentioned in a one-minute 
email, related to my work with the Henri Nouwen Society. If you’re interested in 
spiritual formation, whether in a small group or for personal devotion, I have 
partnered with a colleague to write a series of spiritual formation booklets, in-
spired by the teachings of Henri Nouwen. They have finally been printed and are 
released for purchase. The link is below, if you are interested. I do not receive 
royalties from your purchase, but was paid a flat fee by the publisher. 
 
https://www.creativecommunications.com/promotions/nouwen-art-of-living/index.aspx 
 
 
 

https://www.creativecommunications.com/promotions/nouwen-art-of-living/index.aspx
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There will be a virtual conference, hosted by the Henri Nouwen Society, on June 
4-5, where I will have the high honor of being the opening act. There are some 
incredible speakers in the lineup, including Sister Helen Prejean, who founded a 
fierce ministry against the death penalty. Here is a link to a short documentary 
on Sister Helen’s work: https://www.sisterhelen.org/audiovideo/  
Here is a blurb and link for the conference: 
 
This one-of-a-kind event will explore key themes drawn from a new five-
booklet series called Henri Nouwen and the Art of Living: Insights from a 
Spiritual Master. Topics include Discovering the Divine, Finding Myself in God, 
Experiencing Deep Connection, Transforming our Pain, and Finding Peace in 
Anxious Times. You will discover valuable insights and practices to help you live 
a more gracious, grateful, and meaningful life!  
 
https://henrinouwen.org/conference/ 
 
Every blessing to you in this beautiful and hopeful season. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Chris 

MAY SERMON SCHEDULE 
 

May 2  Living Joyfully Together:   Philippians 2:1-18 
  The Virtue of Humility 
 
May 9  Living Joyfully Together:   Philippians 2:19-30 
  The Value of Friendship 
 
May 16 Living Joyfully Together:   Philippians 3:1-21 
  Keeping the Goal in Mind 
 
May 23 Living Joyfully Together:   Philippians 4:1-23 
  Formed in the Spirit 
 
May 30 Pray Like This:    Matthew 6:9 
  A Journey Through the Lord’s Prayer 

https://www.sisterhelen.org/audiovideo/
https://henrinouwen.org/conference/
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NEW ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: “LIVING IN THE PSALMS” 
 
Please join us on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. starting May 2 (note the time change) 
for our Adult Discipleship Class on the Psalms! This class will be a hybrid class: 
people who have a reservation for the 10 a.m. service are invited to attend in 
person. The class will simultaneously be live on Zoom for others. 
 
Each week we will explore different types of psalms—from cries of lament to 
songs of thanksgiving. We will reflect on our lived experiences to enhance the 
expression of our faith. The goal is not only to learn about the content and con-
text of the psalms, but also to connect with them in new and transformative 
ways. Throughout the week, class members will be invited to engage creatively 
with the psalm for the upcoming Sunday, so that in class we can share about 
how these ancient songs still enrich our relationships with God today. Sugges-
tions will be provided and participation is optional.  We look forward to learning 
together and would love to have you with us. 
 
The Zoom link will be sent out to the Discipleship email list. If you do not receive 
it or are a newcomer, contact the church office for the Zoom link.  
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Pastor Chris will begin a sermon series on prayer in the last week of May. To 
complement these sermons, we will have 12 backyard fellowship/prayer gather-
ings like last summer’s Friendship Gatherings. Some of these events will be for 
families and some just for adults. The format of the evening gatherings will  
combine fellowship time with 20-30 minutes of guided prayer using a prayer 
booklet prepared by Pastor Chris. The gatherings will be held in June and early 
July, with evening and morning gatherings being offered. We hope everyone will 
attend one of these Gatherings. As the church prepares to return to in-person 
worship services this summer, this fellowship time will be a wonderful way to 
connect with other members and friends of MOPC.  
 
If you would like to attend one of the gatherings, please contact Sheila in the 
church office (sbarnish@mtopres.org or 801-277-2674) or Dennis Winge 
(dennis.winge@hsc.utah.edu. We will try to find a gathering date that would suit 
your schedule. Please let us know how many in your family will attend. 
 

mailto:sbarnish@mtopres.org
mailto:dennis.winge@hsc.utah.edu
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Elle Barker will graduate from Skyline High June 3. She is 
serving in many leadership positions including SBO Presi-
dent, Co-President of the National Honor Society, and as 
Publicity Officer for Dance Company at Skyline.  Elle is a 
U.S. presidential Scholar Nominee and an AP Scholar with 
distinction. She plans to begin university studies in the fall 
and has been accepted at several schools. She hopes to 
enroll at MIT, but Gary (her dad) is hopeful she'll choose 
his Alma Mater RPI. Her planned European tour for sum-
mer has been cancelled, so summer plans are all up in the 
air for now.   

Tucker Lee will graduate from Park City High School on 
June 3. His achievements include four years of tennis and 
golf, including All State Golf, State Championship his 
sophomore year, second in Singles State Championship 
his freshman and sophomore years.  Tucker has been 
accepted to play on the golf team at Pitzer College. 

Bella Miller will graduate Skyline High on June 3. Her ac-
complishments during high school include organizing three 
blood drives. At graduation, she will wear a cord for biliter-
acy in American Sign Language. Bella received scholar-
ships for both Dixie S tate University and Northern Arizona 
University. Her decision is pending.  

Hats Off to Our Graduates 
Class of 2021! 
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Max Trevino graduated from the University of Utah with a 
degree in finance. He plans to stay in Salt Lake City and 
work full-time in his own Limited Liability Company doing 
videography and photography for weddings and other 
events.  

 
 
Lucas Westover graduated Skyline High on March 25 and 
will walk in the graduation ceremony on June 3. Lucas was 
on the Honor Roll and received Graphic Design and Digital 
Media Certification. He has been accepted to the University 
of Utah, but is awaiting a decision from the University of Col-
orado, Boulder. Lucas plans to study 
business. 

Marie Pohl will graduate from Skyline High on June 3. Her 
achievements include nomination for Golden Talon, mem-
ber and secretary of National Honor Society, President of 
Skyline’s Gay Straight Alliance, Young Adult Delegate for 
PCUSA’s 224th general assembly, Pin It Forward award in 
Cheerleading. Marie received a scholarship for Colorado 
State University and will attend in the fall. She will major in 
Natural Resource Management and minor in Indigenous 
Studies. 

Tori Steck will graduate Skyline High on June 3. Her 
achievements include receiving the Inverted Student Min-
istry award for all around wonderful human being. Tori 
plans to travel to Costa Rica for her senior trip, then travel 
after graduation before pursuing education as a profes-
sional Esthetician. 
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Mardi Lessey makes many quilts for various charities. She recently gave one to 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation and her contribution was acknowledged in this 
note: The Quilt of Valor that you made was presented to a veteran last 
night.  He served in the Army as a communications specialist in Operation En-
during Freedom (the War Against Terror).  He received the quilt at the same 
time as his grandfather (a Vietnam veteran) and four of his cousins who all en-
listed in response to 9-11, just as he did. He suffers from PTSD as a result of 
the terrible things that he saw in the war.  He asked me to tell you how much he 
loves the quilt and appreciates the time and work that you put into it.  He said 
that he will cherish it and keep it on his favorite recliner so he can enjoy it daily.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

 

 

 

  Events This Month 

2  

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 
12:15 p.m. Global 

Missions 

3 
 

12:30 p.m. Staff 
6:30 p.m.  Local 

Missions 
 

4  

 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible  
9:30 am Presbyterian 

Women 
7 p.m. Health Team 

5 
7 p.m.  Youth 

Stephen Ministry 

6  

 

7 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 p.m. Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

7  

 

7 p.m.  Rescue 
Mission  

8  

9  

 

 
8:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-

ship 

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 

 

10  

 

 
12:30 p.m.  Staff 

 

11 
 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible 
Study 

6 :30 p.m. Finance 
 

12 
 

 
7 p.m.  Youth 

Women’s Bible  
 

13  

 
7 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 
7 p.m. Women’s 

Bible Study 
 
 

14  

 

 
9 a.m. Sandwich 

Making for   
4:30 p.m. St. 

Vincent’s Soup 
Kitchen 

15 
 

 
10 a.m. Utah 

Food Bank 

16  

 
8:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-

ship 
10  a.m. Worship 

on Facebook Live 
 

17  
 

 
12:30 p.m. Staff 

 

18  
 

 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible  

Study 
7 p.m. Session 

 

19 
 

7 p.m. Youth 
Women’s Bible  

Stephen Ministry 
  

20  

 

 
7 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 
7 p.m. Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

21  

 

 
 
 

22  

 
 

 

23  

8:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-
ship 

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 

24 
 

 
 
 
 

12:30 p.m.  Staff 

25 
 
 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible 
Study 

7 p.m. Facilities Team 

26 
 

  

27  

 
7 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 
7 p.m. Women’s 

Bible Study 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

 

30 
 

 
8:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-

ship 
10  a.m. Worship 

on Facebook Live 
 

31 
 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
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     May, birds singing, flowers in bloom 
     MOPC PW on Zoom, join us there is always room! 

 
Our next monthly Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, May 4 at 10 
a.m. The Zoom link will be emailed to you. Our meetings begin 
with a prayer circle and a short business meeting, followed by the 
Horizons Bible Study.  Pauline Forster will lead our Bible Study in 
May. After the Bible Study, we have a social time to catch up with 

each other.  
 
In April we gave a donation to the PC (USA) Presbyterian Worldwide Mission 
Fund.  Your personal pledge may be directly mailed to Shirley Knox, our 
Treasurer. If you would like to provide a Prayer Shawl to someone who needs 
its comfort, contact Betty Merritt.  
 
There will be an in-person Spring Women’s Retreat, June 11-13, 2021 in Story, 
Wyoming, sponsored by The Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Wyo-
ming.  For details contact kathleenlundberg@gmail.com. The registration 
deadline is May 20, 2021.  All women are invited and you may even bring a 
friend!   

Memorial Day is May 31, 2021 
 

On Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend, 
Pastor Chris will preach on the Lord’s 
Prayer.   
 
Make a reservation now if you would like 
to attend in person! (Instructions on sign-
ing up are on page 12.) 

mailto:kathleenlundberg@gmail.com
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The Local Missions Team invites you to help feed 
the hungry in Salt Lake City! For the past year, the 
St. Vincent de Paul dining room has been closed. 
Meals were prepared for distribution to the home-
less through the local shelters, and MOPC sent vol-
unteers to help with preparation and packaging of 
these meals. On April 12 the dining room reopened 
after working with the County Health Department to 
establish these safety guidelines: 
 

• A no-contact serving line with servers behind plexiglas shields 
• A limit of 40 people in the dining room at a time (down from 150). 
• Masks are required for all diners, servers, and other workers.  
• Diners must keep their masks on except while eating. 
• Diners are reminded to sanitize hands when entering. 
• Seats and floors are labeled for safe distancing. 
• Tables are sprayed and wiped when diners vacate a spot. 
• No lingering/socializing after the meal; about 15 minutes allowed for eating. 
• Evening meal is served from 5-6 p.m.. (Volunteers work from 4:30-6:15) 
 
In the past, many of you have volunteered on the second Friday evening of 
each month to help serve the meal while providing much needed smiles and 
cheerful greetings. We hope that with the new safeguards you will feel safe in 
resuming your participation in this vital ministry, and if you have never done this 
before, we invite you to give it a try. Volunteers must be 14+ years old and wear 
a head covering, such as a net or a hat. Gloves and aprons are provided. 
 
Please contact Jackie Longmore for more information or to sign up: 
(801-440-6500 or jackie.longmore@comcast.net). 
 
Sandwich Ministry: For those not ready to serve in the dining room there’s an-
other opportunity to be involved. On the second Friday morning of each month 
we will have a sandwich-making group meeting in the MOPC kitchen from 
about 9 to11 am. Masking and distancing will be observed. The sandwiches will 
be part of the meal served that evening at St. Vincent de Paul’s dining room. 
Please consider joining in this effort; many hands make light work. 
 
Questions? Contact Nancy Petersen at nancymcfeepetersen@gmail.com. 
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MOPC’s volunteer date is Saturday, May 15
 
from 

10 a.m. until 12 noon.  It is a safe environment.  
Participation is limited.  Pauline Forster was the 
only one there from MOPC in April and she felt 
so good to get back to helping others.   
 
Hopefully more of us will sign up to volunteer in 

coming months.  Please call 801-887-1234 directly to let them know if you will 
serve.  The address is 3150 South 900 West.  Hope to see you there.  As the 
weather improves, please remember no open-toed shoes. Ya’ll come now!  

We are now accepting reservations for all 
10 a.m. worship services in the sanctuary 
during April and May. Contact the church 
office to make a reservation.  
 
Please consider the following guidelines as 
we respectfully and safely begin to worship 
together: 
 
• Face coverings are required 

• Only Worship Band members will sing during the service 

• Attendees should use hand sanitizer upon entering the church 

• Anyone who is feeling ill or who has been exposed to covid-19 within the 
past two weeks should not attend in-person worship 

• Physical distancing guidelines should be followed 

• We encourage those who would like to socialize, to do so outside 

• Please bring your own water or other beverage, and do not bring food to 
share with others 

 
 

We encourage members of our congregation to be immunized 
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Ten years ago, Josh and Bethany Jones envisioned a ministry for parents. With 
support from my predecessor (Ruth Reynolds), Josh and Bethany prayerfully 
and faithfully established the Parents’ Café. This ministry provides a casual en-
vironment for parents to meet, learn, and support one another. Over the past 10 
years, Parents' Cafe has provided a loving respite for numerous parents of 
young children at MOPC.   

As anyone who has ever had young children knows, this type of support system 
is vital!  With the solid establishment of Parents' Café, Josh and Bethany now 
feel God's calling to step away from their leadership role and serve at MOPC in 
other capacities. I want to give them both a very heartfelt THANK YOU, from all 
of the parents (including myself) who have benefited from attending Parents' 
Cafe!  

We plan to continue the ministry of Parents’ Café.  If you feel called to serve 
MOPC through this ministry, please let me know!  

    -Jen Christensen, Director of Children’s Ministry  
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Spring is in the air and we love gathering 
together outside on the church’s back lawn 
for our weekly Wednesday night youth 
group. This is a highlight of the week for  
both leaders and students. Speaking of our 
leaders, we have had many wonderful 
adults step up to be there for our students, 
to encourage them during this time, and 
share their experiences of what it means to 
follow Jesus. This is a truly invaluable as-
pect of what we do in youth ministry at 
Mount Olympus Church. 
 
Getting together for fun activities as a group 
has been such a life-giving experience for 
all of us!  
 

 
 
Time shared together seems to be 
even more precious during this time 
when social gatherings must be very 
limited.  
 
Last month we visited Boondocks Fun 
Center with our middle school youth 
and we went to TopGolf with the high 
school youth group. We love getting 
to laugh and have fun together! 
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The Child Development Center has been work-
ing on a fun spring project. We incubated and 
hatched baby chicks! The incubation process 
took 21 days. The children anxiously awaited 
the final days until the little ones arrived. We 
ended up with eight fluffy chicks! The children 
have enjoyed watching the little chicks grow, as 
well as getting to hold and play with them. Each 
classroom was able to vote on a name for one 
of the chickens. They decided on Cupid, Tigger, 
Lisa, Chichi-Chaha, Broccoli, Bubbles, Fuzzy, 
and Ruby.  



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 
 

Office Hours during Covid Quarantine:   
        Mon - Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class 2023 
Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus 
Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill Mindy deHoll 
Richard Murphy Debra Penney Dan Shelly 
Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight Jon Woods 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Katie Anderson, Jackie Longmore, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


