
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  

Volume LV,  Issue 5                                        May  2020 

In this issue: 

Message from Pastor Steve  
(pages 2-3) 

MOPC College and High School  
Graduates (page 5) 

Update on MOPC Childcare  
(page 8) 

Children’s Ministry On-line!  
(page 10) 

MOPC CALLS REV. DR. CHRIS PRITCHETT 

Chris, Devon, Hannah, Abby and Lucas Pritchett 

 
 

On Sunday, April 19, Rev. Dr. Chris 
Pritchett was called to be the fifth in-
stalled pastor of Mount Olympus Pres-
byterian Church.  Due to the COVID 
19 pandemic, Rev. Pritchett preached 
to a nearly empty sanctuary on April 
19, with the service viewed digitally by 
congregants on Facebook. At least 
225 people watched the live service. 
Members of MOPC voted electronical-
ly with 146 affirmative votes for Rev. 
Pritchett and  the Terms of Call. Rev. 
Pritchett will begin his ministry at 
MOPC  on Sunday, June 14. 

A drive-thru meet and greet was held to introduce the 
Pritchett family on April 18. 
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LEAVING OUR HEARTS … 

Pastor Steve Weber 

 As I write this month the context of 

the Covid-19 pandemic is unavoidable. 

The congregation is worshiping online, 

the building is closed, the bulk of the staff 

is secluded at home, and all meetings 

and Bible studies are gathering on video 

calls. This is not business as usual, but, 

like every other area of our lives, this has 

become the new “usual.” But, and this is 

significant, we did call a new pastor for 

Mount Olympus under this new context! I 

am overjoyed at the impending start of 

Chris Pritchett’s ministry among you, 

even under these circumstances. His 

readiness and desire to be your pastor when he cannot fully meet you is impres-

sive and courageous. Just think how good it will be when the church gathers 

eventually and has that first face-to-face worship experience. I can sense the 

energy and love already. It is going to be good. 

 I will complete my time as your interim pastor on Sunday, May 17. There 

will be a three-week gap before Chris begins on Sunday, June 14. During these 

final weeks with you I hope to be able to convey the fulness of my heart for you 

as a congregation. These past 15 months have shown me the goodness and 

necessity of a community of faith. From the outset you have included Cindy and 

me in the life of the church and given us a home away from home. We will miss 

you all dearly and will think of this time with nothing but fondness and gratitude. 

 As your interim pastor my role has been to join and lead the ministry with 

you while helping to facilitate the pastoral transition period. Thank you for the 

kindness and support you have shown me, for accepting my leadership, for your 

encouragement, understanding and interest in my life and ministry. You are 

good medicine for pastors!  

  



Page 3  

 This has been a time not only of all the usual pastoral functions from preaching 

to staff and session meetings to memorial services to Bible studies and hospital 

visits, but, much to my heart’s delight, so many other good gifts of life: I was 

able to play softball again, ride with your road biking group into the beautiful val-

leys of the Wasatch range, back country ski with some stout Mt O dudes, start 

an every Monday mountain biking group, grab lunch with the Senior Adults, go 

to Service Camp with kids, drink too much coffee with the Pastor Nominating 

Committee chair, hike and ski and go to a ball game. Cindy and I have been in 

your homes, shared many meals, prayed with and for you, and come to know 

you. This has been more than any interim pastor could expect.  

 As we return home to the Tetons, we will take some time to reacclimate 

to our lives there. We have a plan to tour on our bikes this summer if the virus 

abates and the country opens up. We hope to find new ministry in the future, 

perhaps in another transitional ministry role. I hope it happens as it did in 2018 

when the phone rang, and it was some church in Salt Lake City seeking an in-

terim pastor. I will listen and pray if God is calling us to connect with another 

church family. 

I hope you will give your love and support to Chris as you have to me. He 

is a fine pastor with new energy, a deep faith and a compelling vision for the 

church. Mt O is more than ready for wherever God is leading, and Chris is 

called by God to help you engage a new season of serving Christ together. May 

you find as much joy and encouragement in your life together as you have given 

to me.  
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SERMONS IN MAY 
Sundays at 10 a.m. on Facebook Live! 

May 3  1 Peter 2:19-25    
  In His Steps 

May 10    1 Peter 2:2-10     
  Precious People of God 

May 17 1 Peter 4:12-4; 5:6-11 
  Stay Steadfast, My Friends 

STONE HOUSE RESIDENTS – 1 PETER 

We have been learning all sorts of new tricks ever since the Covid-19 pandem-
ic sent our worship services into a viral format only. As the month of May begins, we 
are awaiting word from public health authorities regarding the duration of the online 
format. It has been a true test of our community to worship and gather without the hugs 
and faces, but I have been encouraged by the adaptability of the congregation. That 
bodes well for a leadership change at MOPC. You are a resilient bunch!  

One of the upside features of worshiping on Facebook Live is the ability to send 
comments to one another or to the whole church. The welcome time in worship has 
taken on a whole life of its own. Also, our attendance is up, way up. On most Sundays 
there are 120 or more views during the live worship time, which means there may be 
double the numbers as we think of all the homes where families are watching together. 
In the days after the service concludes the viewership doesn’t stop but grows as peo-
ple visit the church Facebook site. Our Easter worship service had 637 views by the 
Wednesday after Easter!  

The team that has been coordinating Sunday worship hopes the services will 
continue to be streamed live even after the church is permitted to gather again.  

On April 19, MOPC’s new pastor, Chris Pritchett, spoke from the first chapter of 
1 Peter. I would like to keep the ball rolling toward his first official Sunday on June 14 
with a brief series from this insightful letter. Peter’s words seem just right for my final 
month with you. 1 Peter is a letter of hope wrapped around the counsel to be steady in 
the faith. What more needs to be said? I look forward to these Sundays with you, even 
through the lens of a camera.  

Peter wrote of the early church with the image of being “living stones who are 
being built into a spiritual house.” That’s an apt metaphor for Mount Olympus, with the 
massive rock face towering above the church. May we reflect often on Christ our cor-
nerstone and on being Stone House Residents. 
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HATS OFF TO OUR 2020 GRADUATES! 
 

Josh Baird will graduate from Skyline High School on 
May 22. He was the Varsity lacrosse captain and received 
the Skyline Hero Award.  Josh plans to enroll in the Busi-
ness Scholars Program at the University of Utah.  

Presley Bigford will graduate from Olympus High School on May 22.  Her main 
goal is to attend a culinary school or a college close to home! 

Ani Jensen will graduate from Skyline High School on May 22. Ani is a member 
of the National Honor Society and received the Joanie Daily Service Scholar 
award and was 2nd team all-state 2019 5A soccer. She plans to play D1 soccer 
at Portland State University. 

Madelyn Lee: Madelyn graduated from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN. 
She majored in Medicine, Health and Society with a minor in biology. Madelyn is 
planning a career in the medical field. 

Polina Magill graduated from Sunrise Academy on January 4, 2020. She was 
on the Honor Roll when she attended Intermountain Christian and has Honors 
Society certification. Polina ranked #1 of 539 students in her Medical Terminolo-
gy class (highest GPA). She is currently a student at  Dixie State University and 
recently finished her CNA program and is now a Licensed Nursing Assistant. 
She hopes to become a midwife or an obstetrician-gynecologist (OB/GYN). 

Ben Nichols will graduate from Olympus High School on May 22 where he was 
on the High Honor Roll. Ben received a Certified Nursing Assistance license, 
was a pharmacy technician trainee, member of the cross country team, captain 
of the volleyball team, and  violist in the orchestra. He is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. He will probably attend Salt Lake Community College then 
transfer to Weber State. Ben hopes to find a career in the health sciences, and 
will probably major in nursing. One day Ben will get that dog! 

Ben Parker: Ben graduated from the University of Utah with a bachelors degree 
in Finance.  During college, Ben was a founder of ATD fraternity and played for 
the Ute Lacrosse Team. He is working for Pit Viper Sunglasses.  Ben plans to 
travel when COVID-19 subsides. 

Luke Parker will graduate from Skyline High School on May 22.  He played soc-
cer at Skyline for all four years. Luke plans to attend the University of Utah. 

Talia Stivender will graduate from the University of Utah in the fall with a de-
gree in Strategic Communications and a minor in Music.  
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We will not meet for our luncheon and program in May. 
We will resume when the Coronavirus quarantine has 
ended.   
 
In the meantime, stay well! 

Presbyterian Women: Ladies of Faith and Action! 
 
We will not meet again until the Coronavirus quarantine period 
has ended.  
 
Please stay safe and healthy! 

UTAH FOOD BANK 

MOPC will not work at the Utah Food Bank in May due 
to special events there. (Our April and May dates haven’t 
been cancelled due to the Coronavirus.) 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS DURING THE QUARANTINE ARE 
9 AM to 3 PM 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Note: All MOPC group activities, are being conducted digitally or cancelled 

in compliance with  government and presbytery recommendations to stop 

the spread of Coronavirus. 
 

1  

. 
 

7 pm AA 

2 
. 

 

 

3  

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 
12:15 pm Global 

Missions 
10 am Grace Deaf  

6 pm The Mount via 
Zoom 

4 
. 

 

12:30 pm Staff 
6:30 pm Local 

Missions 
 

5  

. 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible  
Study 

9:30 am Presbyterian 
Women 

 

6 
 

7 pm Youth 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
Stephen Ministry 

7  

. 
 

7 am Men’s Bible   
9:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

8  

 

  

9  

 

10  

. 
 

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount via 
Zoom 

11  

. 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

12 
. 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
Study 

6 :30pm Finance 
 

13 
. 

 

7 pm Youth 
Women’s Bible  

 

14  

 
7 am Men’s Bible 

Study 
9:30 Women’s 

Bible  Study 
 
 

15  

. 
 

  
 

16 
. 

 

 

17  

 

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount via 
Zoom 

18  

. 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

19  

. 

 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible  
Study 

7 pm Session 
 

20 
 

7 pm Youth 
Women’s Bible  

Stephen Ministry 
  

21  

 

7 am Men’s Bible   
9:30 Women’s 

Bible  Study 
 
 

      

22  

. 
 

 
 
 

23  

. 
 

 

24  

 
10  a.m. Worship 

on Facebook Live 
6 pm The Mount via 

Zoom 

25 
. 

 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

 

26 
. 

 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
Study 

7 pm Facilities Team 

27 
. 

 

7 pm Youth 
Women’s Bible  

28 
. 

 

7 am Men’s Bible   
9:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
. 

 

 

31 
. 
 

10  a.m. Worship 
on Facebook Live 

6 pm The Mount via 
Zoom 

 
 

                                                                EVENTS 



Page 8  

During the Covid-19 quarantine, the teachers at Mount Olympus Christian Child 
Development Center have been providing online curriculum and daily video in-
teraction for our families. We are using Facebook, having circle times and show 
and tells on ZOOM, and using Google Classroom. We are working really 
hard  to provide a sense of normalcy and community with small children who 
don't quite understand the "why" of not being at school. Our parents appreciate 
the ideas and extra support during this challenging time. I thought you might en-
joy some photos of our staff in action.  

MOUNT OLYMPUS CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
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If you are like me, then the last month has been wild. Full of twists and turns. New 
pastor, new boss, new daughter, new virus, new daily norm. 2020 is full of spirituality, 
Lenten self-examination, and a total disruption of my world and the whole world. The 
whole world went home for at least a month and stayed there. We stopped meeting 
together in person. And there was a gap for us to peer from our daily regular-
scheduled-tombs like Jesus did this Easter. 

Think through the moments when time stopped, and life could never be the same 
for you. Where your world shifted and there was no going back. There are always 
choices within moments like these to push down the walls and grow as a human be-
ing. To expand. To see and hear that Christ still has something new, holy, and beauti-
ful to show us in these most difficult moments. And COVID has been such a deceptive 
shift; repercussions only happening days later in people we were only together with 
for moments, and through the impersonal economy. It makes me look to the past for 
some sense of guidance and a sense of who humanity has leaned-on to show us light 
in a time of growing recession and fierce change. 

In 1941, the beginning of WWII, across the U.K. the new daily order to life would 
have a pause at 7:45. “Lewis is on.” Several series of talks by C.S. Lewis including 
talks in 1943 would become Christianity Today’s best book of the 20th century, Mere 
Christianity. This time was to consider God and examine our own humanity. In this 
uncertain time, facing a very real and tangible enemy, this incredible lay-shepherd 
would speak tenderly yet with authority to the UK like they were his students and 
friends. And he begins with a talk on decency, morals, and the ethics of meaning 
translated into their present moment, called, “Common Decency.”  Do you think these 
talks and that moment have something to offer us here in ours? 

The Mount will begin a “CS Lewis Radio” discussion series on May 3. In accompa-
niment we will start a CS Lewis book study on Thursdays beginning May 14. Our 
choices are between The Weight of Glory, The Four Loves, Mere Christianity, or The 
Great Divorce. The book will be chosen during the Mount on Sunday May 3. Email 
Matt Cain at Mcain@mtopres.org to join us, for further details, or if you are a Lewis 
fan, to weigh in. As always, you are welcome to join us at the Mount Sunday at 6 p.m. 
We are currently using Zoom, meeting ID: 960 105 981. 

Mount Easter Vigil 
2019 

mailto:Mcain@mtopres.org
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This last month has been far from 
normal and I miss seeing all of our 
families and kids in person! That 
said, thank God for technology! Every 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. I “meet” with our 
wonderful kiddos on FaceBook Live, 
for a live Children’s Message! 
There’s always prayer time, a Bible 
story, and sometimes even a craft 
project to be completed at home! It’s 
a great time to stay connected, even 
though we’re (physically) far apart!  
                        -Jen 

Logan and Caleb (1st grade and PK)  
watch the FB Live Children’s Message El (PK) watches Ms. Jen read  

a book about Palm Sunday  
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PSA for Inverted Student Ministry: We look forward to getting beyond COVID-19 
and returning to our regularly scheduled events and meetings, but until that time 
comes we will move forward with an online meeting platform. 
 
Wednesday Night Youth Small Group!  
 
We meet online together at 7 p.m. using the Zoom conference call platform 
where Matt and Jared join with the youth to share in our “God Is…” series. This 
series surveys the Bible and focuses on various attributes of God and how that 
is relevant in our life. Please contact Jared McClure (jmcclure@mtopres.org) if 
you have any questions about joining our Zoom group. 

Message from Anne & Bill Kutchera (who have moved to Carlsbad, CA): 
 
We wish MOPC the best in selecting a new pastor. We would also like to say 
goodbye to all the wonderful people at MOPC and let them know how much we 
have valued their fellowship and friendship.  It was hard to not be able to say 
goodbye in person. If anyone would like our  new address, please contact the 
church office.  Our phone numbers remain the same.   
  
      —Anne & Bill Kutchera 

mailto:jmcclure@mtopres.org


            Church Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Steve Weber 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry Matt Cain 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Director of The Mount Matt Cain 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Shanda Hildebrand 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: sweber@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Youth Director: jmcclure@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett 
Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill 
Bill Loos Richard Murphy Debra Penney 
Lori Jones Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


