
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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On May 15, ten MOPC cyclists rode a total of 28 miles on the Jordan River bike trail  
under the leadership and guidance of Dennis Winge. A good time was had by all.  

 
 

See the articles inside for information about summer worship,  
backyard fellowship gatherings, volunteer opportunities,  

and fun summer activities for people of all ages.  

The Medical Professionals on our Health Team  
encourage MOPC members to be vaccinated! 
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Every summer, I spend a significant amount of time praying, 
reflecting, studying, and planning the sermon calendar for the 
upcoming year. I’d like to take this opportunity to share my 
thought process and how I go about planning for over fifty ser-
mons in advance.  
 
Each year, I appeal to five aims for what I seek to accomplish 
over the course of a year’s worth of preaching. These aims, 
which often overlap in many sermons, are:  
 

• Evangelism—these sermons are aimed for the unchurched as well as for 
nominal Christians, and sometimes they will include an invitation to respond 
to God’s invitation. The key word in this bucket of sermons is “attracting,” be-
cause they seek to attract the unchurched to faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Spiritual Formation—the majority of sermons land here. These sermons are 
designed to help followers of Jesus grow in their faith by learning to be atten-
tive to the contours of God’s grace in each of our lives, every day. These 
sermons implore us to practice spiritual disciplines that help us to see more 
clearly. The key word in this bucket is “growing,” because they seek to help 
us grow into the likeness of Christ. 

• Institutional Development—these sermons are designed to strengthen Mount 
Olympus Presbyterian Church, it’s mission and ministries. They aim to en-
sure the health and vitality of the congregation by addressing the purpose of 
the church, the needs and vision of the church, and preparing us for future 
challenges. The key word for this bucket is “building,” because they seek to 
build up the church. 

• Public Discipleship—these sermons are designed to help us express our 
faith in the world by bearing witness to God’s plan of salvation for all crea-
tion. They help us to see how the bible addresses social issues and how we 
are to conduct ourselves faithfully in the public square. The key word for this 
bucket is, “sending,” because they seek to send us into the world bearing 
witness to Jesus. 

• Pastoral Care—these sermons aim to offer real hope and real help to people 
who find themselves in broken circumstances. Sometimes it is the whole 
church going through crisis (as in a pandemic) and other times it is the varie-
ty of stories in our midst that need hope and healing. The key word for this 
bucket is “caring,” because they seek to offer hope to the downtrodden.  
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The Henri Nouwen Society offers a  
series of podcasts entitled Now and 
Then. Pastor Chris is on the board of 
the society and delivered a podcast on 
Identity and how we can find ourselves 
in God. This is based on the booklet he 
wrote for the Society entitled Henri 
Nouwen and The Art of Living. The link 
to his podcast is: 
  
https://henrinouwen.org/now-then-chris
-pritchett/ 

These are the “buckets” or aims of the sermons over the course of a year, 
which will be divided into nine sermon series from June 2021 to June 2022. 
We’ll have a series on Moses, one on Ephesians, one on the 23

rd
 Psalm (for 

Lent), one on the Incarnation, a topical series on grace, another on finding the 
sacred in the ordinary, and more.   
 
I might also mention that for each particular sermon, I appeal to three aims. Fol-
lowing St. Augustine’s use of Cicero in his book, De Doctrina Christiana, each 
sermon aims “to teach, to delight, and to persuade.” I try to hold these three 
aims together in every sermon I preach, so that each sermon instructs us with 
the exposition of Scripture, speaks to our hearts of the love and things of God, 
and moves us to respond with an increase in faithful living. I learned this in my 
undergraduate studies over twenty years ago, when I was learning classical 
rhetoric.  
 
I hope you join us for worship each week! Beginning in July, we will resume our 
two services that you may have known and loved in the pre-pandemic era. It is 
a great joy to preach for you every week, and I’m so grateful for your willingness 
to hear God’s Word through my teaching and proclamation.  
 
Pax Christi, 
Pastor Chris  

https://henrinouwen.org/now-then-chris-pritchett/
https://henrinouwen.org/now-then-chris-pritchett/
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A Message from the MOPC Health Team 

We constantly balance the safety of our most vulnerable members with our de-
sire to ‘get back to normal’ and meet in-person to fellowship. Our best option to 
help each other be safe is to get the Covid-19 vaccine. It is safe and effective, 
and the number of Covid-19 cases have dropped as people get vaccinated. We 
highly encourage our MOPC community to take advantage of the vaccine, not 
only for their own health but to protect others (especially children who haven’t 
had the vaccine) and to decrease chances that the virus will develop more dan-
gerous strains. Children now comprise 22.4% of new cases nationally.  
 
Given the drop in Covid-19 cases in Utah, we are ready to sing as we gather 
together for worship. We will require masks to be worn for all indoor services. 
Please review your safety level by looking where you fit in relation to others and 
the activities listed on the CDC graphic (next page). Please note that those 
without a vaccine are at risk, including children who attend church services. 

We currently accept reservations for 70 people to attend in-person worship. 
Singing will be allowed, but masks are still required.  
 

We will resume two in-person services in July, but 
reservations will still be required. The 11 a.m. 
contemporary service will continue to be broad-
cast on Facebook Live!  
 
Nursery care for infants and Children’s Church for 
kids through 3rd grade will be held during the 11 
a.m. service. There will be no programming for 
infants or children during the 8:30 service. 

ATTENTION CHEFS!  Our Presbyterian Women will make 
a cookbook of favorite recipes for their fundraiser this year.  
 
Submit your favorite recipes via email to Mardi Lessey 
(mardi_lessey@comcast.net). Mardi would like to have your 
submissions by August 31. 
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To complement the upcoming sermon series on prayer, we will have Backyard  
Gatherings similar to the Friendship Gatherings we had last summer. Some of 
these enjoyable events will be for families and others just for adults. The evening 
gatherings will have fellowship time and a 20-30 minute period of guided prayer 
using a prayer booklet prepared by Pastor Chris.  

 
The gatherings will be scheduled in June and early July. We hope everyone will 
attend one. As the church prepares to return to in-person worship services this 
summer, the fellowship time will be a wonderful way to re-connect with other 
members and friends of MOPC.  If you would like to attend a gathering, please 
contact Sheila in the church office or Dennis Winge. We will try to find one that 
will suit your schedule.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  
  
  

 1 
 

 
6:30 am Men’s Bible 
9:30 am Presbyteri-

an Women 
7 pm Health Team 

2 

 
Stephen Ministry  

 

3 
 

7 am Men’s Bible  
 

4 
 

7 pm 
Rescue Mission 

5 
 

6 
 

8:45 am Adult Disci-
pleship 

10  am Worship 
on Facebook Live 
12:15 pm Global  

Missions 

7 
 
 

12:30 pm Staff  
6:30 pm Local 

Missions 
 
 
 

8 

 
 

6:30 am Men’s Bible 
6:30 pm Finance 

   
  

9 

 
 

 
  
  
 

10 
 

7 am Men’s Bible  
 

11 
 

 
9:30 am Sandwich-

making for 
4:45 pm  Soup 

Kitchen 
 

 

12 
 

10 am Utah Food 
Bank 

13 

 
8:45 am Adult Disci-

pleship 
10 am Worship 

on Facebook Live 
 
 

14 
 

 
12:30 pm Staff 

 
 

15 

 
6:30 am  Men’s 

Bible Study 
7 pm Session  

 

16 
 

 
Stephen Ministry  

 
 

17 
 

 
7 am Men’s Bible  

 

18 

 

19 
 
 

20 
 

8:45 am Adult Disci-
pleship 

10 am Worship 
on Facebook Live 

 
 

21 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
  

22 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible Study  

7 pm Facilities  

23 
 
.  
 

24 
 
 

7 am Men’s Bible  
 

25 
 
 

26 
  
 

27 
 

8:45 am Adult Disci-
pleship 

10  am Worship 
on Facebook Live 

 
 
 

 
 

28 

 
12:30 pm Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible Study  

 

30 
 
 

 

Calendar 
of Events 

 

June 2021 
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Our monthly PW meeting will meet on Zoom on June 8 at 10 
a.m.  Betty Merritt will send the link via email. Our PW Horizons 
Bible Study will be led by Candy Vila.  Come Zoom with us as we 
continue to be “Doers of the Word and not hearers only.” 
 
We pray for our PW Sisters who recently had falls (Adele Watts 
and Jane Murphy), and for Betty Rider’s family in the aftermath 
of her passing.  
 

Last month we made a $200 contribution to the Coffee Depot in Mount Pleas-
ant, a ministry started by Cindy and Steve Shogren. Shirley Knox and Pauline 
Forster delivered the check in person.  If you have an opportunity to visit the 
Coffee Depot, don’t pass it up!  You will enjoy the fellowship there.  
 
MOPC PW will make a new cookbook as our charity fundraiser. Send your best 
recipes to Mardi Lessey at mardi_lessey@comcast.net.  
 
Two book clubs are up and running at PW on Zoom. Both are reviewing Layla 
F. Saad’s book, Me and White Supremacy.  If you are interested, send an email 
to carolanneday@gmail.com.  . 
 

The MOPC team is scheduled to work at the 
food bank on Saturday, June 12 from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon. The Utah Food Bank is located at 3150 
South 900 West.  Hope to see more of you there 
this time.  
 
Covid still looms and people are in need of food.  

Let’s do our part to help get food to the hungry by taking on whatever assign-
ment the food bank gives us: sorting, packaging, etc.  It is always fun for some 
agile people to get into the huge food storage box.  Could it be you??  See you 
on Saturday, June 12 at 10 a.m. 

mailto:mardi_lessey@comcast.net
mailto:carolanneday@gmail.com
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Katie Anderson married Jon Grover on March 23, 2021.  The Grover family is 
pictured above. From left to right Tannen (age 10); Katie; Tenzing (age 8); Jon  
and Hadley (age 2).  

SAVE THE DATES! 
What: Moms' Only Parents' Cafe 
When: June 13 (11:30 a.m.), July 11 
(9:30 a.m.), and Aug 22 (9:30 a.m.).   
Where: MOPC 
 

Thank you to Dawn Wright and Kris 
Karner for volunteering to lead our 
summer "Moms' Cafe" events!  Look 
for details about these events, via 
email, in the upcoming weeks. If there 
are any dads who would like to lead 
similar "Dads Only" events, please let 
me know! 
 

-Jen (jchristensen@mtopres.org) 

mailto:jchristensen@mtopres.org
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Wow! The past 10 weeks of youth group on Wednesday nights have been awe-
some with beautiful weather, high energy and a great turnout of both students 
and leaders! Speaking of leaders, we want to shout out to the terrific adults who 
helped us finish the school year by playing games, eating pizza, facilitating 
small groups and sharing what it means to be a follower of Jesus: Dennis and 
Lauri Winge, Lori Kowalski-Jones, Marnie Saunders, Andrew Cobb, Jesse Al-
len, Mindy DeHoll, Cate Ziegler, Morgan McClure, Eric Brozek and of course 
our wonderful intern Abby Duzy – THANK YOU all so much and thank you to all 
who considered helping with youth group this spring and were unable to.  
 
We’re excited by the news that youth 12 years of age and older are now eligible 
for the vaccine. This is such a positive announcement for our youth group be-
cause it means that we will be able to engage in a way that we haven’t been 
able to in more than a year.  This summer is going to be a blast packed with fun 
opportunities to bond with one another, serve our community and grow in the 
way of Jesus. 
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Last month our 3rd-5th graders and Jr. High students had a great time playing 
and eating pizza at "The Zip Line Park!"  It was so fun to see all these smiling 
faces in person.  We're hopeful that, this summer we'll be able to have more in-
person fellowship events! 

We have a few additional participant and volunteer spaces 
available for Vacation Bible School, July 12-16.   
 
Please contact Jen for more information; 
(jchristensen@mtopres.org). 

mailto:jchristensen@mtopres.org


            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 
 

Office Hours during Covid Quarantine:   
        Mon - Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class 2023 
Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus 
Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill Mindy deHoll 
Richard Murphy Debra Penney Dan Shelly 
Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight Jon Woods 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Katie Anderson, Jackie Longmore, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


