The mission of Mount Olympus
Presbyterian Church is to invite
people to experience Jesus
Christ and become his passionate followers.
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Special Congregational Meeting
to Elect Pastor Nominating Committee
June 30 at 12:15 p.m.

New Adult Discipleship Class begins June 2
(see page 3)
MOPC Hikers and Cyclists Enjoy God’s Creation
(pages 4 and 8)
Intro to MOPC Class June 9
(page 6)

Prayers for Our Kenya Team!
(page 10)
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Holy Cow! Is That Another Question?
Pastor Steve Weber

Do you ever play the game “20
Questions” while on a long trip in the
car? While it can help pass the miles,
the game can also help unravel the
mystery of who people are. It is amazing how much can be discovered in only
20 questions. Questions can often be
the best way to dive deep into the lives
of others. Peter Drucker, the management author, once said, “My greatest
strength as a consultant is to be ignorant and ask a few questions.” He
sounds like an interim pastor.
I like questions. I mean, I’m no
Socrates, but I like to think after all
these years in ministry I have figured
out that questions are more helpful than
statements in trying to understand people. They open people up. Discoveries
are made. Questions are how people
come together. Questions value others
and help us focus more on listening. If I
fail to inquire about you, how will I ever
know who you are? I read this week that
teachers ask 300-400 questions per day
of their students. That’s a lot!
We’ve been asking a lot of questions
as well at MOPC in the last month to
help us all reflect on the meaning and
purpose of our ministry. Many of you
were a part of our recent Mt O Conversation as we did some small group
sharing and reflecting. It was a question
fest. I have enjoyed the many responses you provided. My favorite question
from that day was the one that asked

what we think about as we are waiting
for the worship service to begin on Sunday morning. We haven’t completed the
metrics on your responses, but my informal review suggests there is a great
amount of peace, hope, joy, and good
anticipation happening in those prelude
moments. Your words to this question
suggest to me a readiness for what God
is even now showing us. Many of you
spoke of being “at home,” or
“relaxed” in those pre-worship
moments. I like to think that
sense of calm and belonging will
go a long way in this transitional
time. Thank you for sharing!
Jesus asked a lot of questions. In
true rabbinic form he often responded to
questions with another question. Why
are you so afraid? Do you want to be
made well? Who do you say I am? Do
you love me? The questions of Jesus
have a way of centering us. His questions penetrate built up barriers to faith
and growth. They focus our minds in
new directions.
I have a friend, a former pastor who
now is a spiritual counselor, who has
developed a series of questions he often uses as a type of intake when he
meets with someone for the first time.
His questions, I believe, are questions
everyone could profit from wrestling
with. He uses these to establish a baseline understanding of a person. Here
they are:
(continued on next page)
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Pastor’s Blog (continued)

How do you view God?
How does God view you?
How do you view yourself?
Who are you?
Who tells you who you are?
What do you want on your tombstone?

through a series of questions. If you
have completed the 30-minute survey
online, thank you. If not, please do so
before the window closes in the next
week. Here is the link to click into the
survey:
https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
That’s it. I wonder how each of us MountOlympusSaltLake
might respond to those questions. Our
Once we have completed the surresponses might re-shape our faith and vey our session will have meet with the
lives. Questions like this have a way of Holy Cow staff to interpret our responsgiving pause, revealing innermost val- es. The information will then be used
ues and contributing to new patterns of by our pastor search team in the
living. Organizations ask questions too months to come. Questions just may
for the same reasons. Currently we are be the best tool in understanding who
asking a bunch of questions. We have
we are. Thank you for answering these
contracted with Holy Cow! Consulting,
a firm which specializes in helping questions and for all the ways you valchurches
understand
themselves ue and listen to one another.
Join us in Room 501 beginning Sunday, June 2, for a new Adult Discipleship class at 9:45 a.m. This class, led
by Pastor Steve Weber, is based on a
book by the same title, which is available in the gathering area on Sunday
mornings or at the class for $6. Have
you ever felt that tug to say something
about your faith to a friend, co-worker,
family member, or someone you just
met, but didn’t quite know what to say?
How can we bring God into a conversation without shutting it down? This book and class will help us learn how to have
spiritual conversations in a natural way. Come for all five sessions in June or
whenever you can.
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HATS OFF TO OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES!
Jordan H.C. Hughes graduated from Georgetown
University, Washington, DC with a degree in Justice
and Peace Studies. She will remain in DC where
she will pursue a position with public policy/housing
justice in the future
Mitch Parker received a B.S. in Material Science Engineering with a minor in
Chemistry. He will work for Vaporsens, a Utah company that makes nanofiber
sensors to detect gases.
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Hike Church season is here! The last Saturday of the
summer months, we take short hikes to be together in
God’s creation. We are so lucky to live close to the beautiful mountains. A special moment on these hikes is when
we arrive at the destination, sit down, and pause for a
moment to take it all in with some much-needed rest. We
then have a brief devotion:
“The Lord loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;
he puts the deep into storehouses”
The psalmist sees something that is often overlooked in our lives if we don’t
pause and consider it. God loves righteousness, justice, and fills the earth with
unfailing love; and there is a reason that the psalmist is convinced of this. God
spoke and created the world, ordered as He chooses, in awesome beauty.
Psalm 33 continues on to speak richly of the many ways we often size ourselves up and try to order the world in our own way; and none of them compare. Psalm 33 ends with 6 small and beautiful lines:
“We wait in hope for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.
In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in you.”
This several thousand year old text speaks God’s still-living words: Wait, Hope,
Rejoice, Trust, Unfailing Love.
If you’d like to join us, our next hike will be on June 29. We meet at 8:30 a.m. in
the church parking lot to carpool and/or get directions to the trail head.
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UTAH FOOD BANK
The Utah Food Bank team is
scheduled for Saturday June 8
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Let’s
make it a fun “filled” day with
lots of helpers. Remember no
open-toed shoes.
The food bank is located at 3150
South 900 West. It is a fun and rewarding time to work together. See
you there?

CROSSROADS URBAN
CENTER

Crossroads especially needs
chili, spaghettios, and canned
pasta this month. Other nonperishable foods are always
appreciated. Please leave
your contributions in the Crossroads
wagon in the gathering area.
Many thanks for your generosity!

INTRO TO MOPC: A NEW MEMBER OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever “joined” an organization? When we
join a club, it usually entitles us to certain benefits.
A church is different. Becoming a member of MOPC
is first and foremost an expression of the community of faith to which we already belong. The benefits
don’t change, although members can vote at congregational meetings and hold church offices, which
will be an amazing event in the life of the church
next year when a new pastor is called and the congregation votes.
We recognize there are many people who are fully a part of our congregation
who are not formally on the church rolls. We love to be a church where everyone is welcome and can jump right in to all that is happening. However, we also
like to give people an opportunity to confess their faith in Jesus, openly state
their desire to serve, and care for others and express their appreciation for what
God is doing at MOPC.
We will hold a luncheon after the second service on Sunday, June 9, for those
interested in uniting in membership with MOPC. This will be a 90-minute event
to share a meal, hear about the ministry of MOPC, the Christian faith, our parent denomination (Presbyterian Church USA), and what it means be a part of
this community of faith. Please notify the church office by indicating on the Sunday information form your desire to attend, send an email or call the office. Pastor Steve will lead this opportunity. Childcare will be provided upon request.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

2

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9 am Kenya Team Mtg
9:45 a.m. Discipleship
Classes for Adults
12:15 Global Missions
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

3
12:00 pm Staff
7 pm AA

4

5

6

7

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study

7 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 am Men’s Bible
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm Rescue
Mission
7:00 pm AA

12

13

14

7 am Men’s Bible
6:30 pm PAL
7 pm Children’s
Ministry Team

9 a m Sandwich
making
4:45 pm St Vincent
de Paul Soup
Kitchen
7 pm AA

9

10

11

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 a.m. Discipleship
Classes for Adults
12:30 Into to MOPC
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

12:00 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
6 :30 pm Finance
7 pm Deacons

8
10 am Utah Food
Bank
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

15
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

Kenya Mission Trip June 9-26

16

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 a.m. Discipleship
Classes for Adults
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

17

18

19

21

22

7 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

12:00 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Session

20

7 pm AA

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

26

27

28

Kenya Mission Trip June 9-26

23
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 a.m. Discipleship
Class for Adults
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

30
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
12:15 Congregational
Meeting
9:45 Discipleship Class
for Adults
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

24

25

12:00 pm Staff
7 pm Personnel
7 pm AA

11:30 Senior Adult
Luncheon
6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Facilities Team

Kenya Mission Trip June 9-26
Solid Rock Service Camp June 24-28

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

29

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church
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So many trails, so little time … let’s ride ‘em all!
Salt Lake is mountain bike heaven! We will be riding somewhere most Monday
evenings this summer. The rides will typically be easy to moderate in difficulty
and be 1-2 hours in duration. There may be a post-ride meal if the group is
hungry. Join us Monday, June 3, at the Corner Canyon Trailhead in Draper at
6 p.m. All levels welcome, just bring your legs and lungs.

Bill Loos has recently posted on youtube a video of a song he wrote: Mary's
Message. It can be viewed by going to youtube and typing in Mary's Message
Loos.
Enjoy!.

https://youtu.be/IEwvZHnjj40
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SAVE THE DATE!
On Tuesday, June 25 at 11:30 a.m. students participating in Solid Rock 345 Service Camp will serve us
lunch and provide a program. Our regular monthly
luncheons have concluded, but this lunch will be a
special treat, served by MOPC’s willing workers who
are the future of our church! You don’t have to bring any food this time!
Thank you all for a wonderful season of fun, food and fellowship. After this special June luncheon, we will take a break until September!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Thank you for a great and productive year! See you when we
meet again in September!
Knitters: If you would like to keep busy this summer by knitting
prayer shawls, our closet contains lots of yarn that was recently
donated.

STAY INVOLVED!
Four local congregations are currently seeking permanent pastors. They include MOPC, Cottonwood Presbyterian Church, Community of Grace, and First
Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake. Presbytery Executor Jeff Silliman and Pastor
Emeritus of MOPC said that in his 50-year affiliation with Utah Presbytery,
there have never been this many churches in Salt Lake area with vacancies.
The competition to find a wonderful pastor has never been
this difficult. Stay informed, be involved, and be sure to
complete the Holy Cow on-line survey at:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/MountOlympusSaltLake.
The last date to complete the survey is midnight on June
16.
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Our Kenya Mission Team is off, off, and away!

Our youth mission team is heading to Nakuru to serve with Kenya Partners in
their orphanage, schools, feeding programs, and medical clinic from June 9-26,
2019.

Please be praying for:
• God’s will to be done in, through, and by our team so the name of Jesus will
be glorified.
• Safe travel, physical and emotional health of our team.
• Wisdom, energy, and grace for our adults leaders as they guide the students
in their care.
• Our team to be marked by love, grace and unity.
• A strong leading of the Holy Spirit in how we serve, all we do, conversations,
relationships, and decisions.
• People we work with and for in Kenya to feel a deep sense of God’s love for
them, that their needs would be met, and that they would be encouraged.
• Enough time, supplies, energy for all the projects we to do.
• Our team members to grow in faith and develop a heart for the hurting.
• Lives to be deeply changed by this mission experience.
Team Members:
Jessica Baird, Elle Barker, Xavier Barker, Lillie Barnish,
Megan Bertselsen, Zoe Brusa, Tate Brusa, Ali Brusa,
Thomas deHoll, Abby Duzy, Samantha Ng, Luke Parker,
Sophia Turner, Amanda Wanke, Jamie White, David White,
Chase White, Trent White, Greg Wight, Vanessa Wight,
AiLee Woods
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June 24-28: Service Camp for those leaving 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade! It is a blast
as we serve others and do some fun activities around town! Registration is
open now! Contact Jen Christensen at jchristense@mtopres.org.
July 15-19: Vacation Bible School “Roar!” God’s love carries us through wild
times in our life! Come discover the depth of His love and care for us! Registration open! Register on our website (www.mountolympuschurch.com).
Contact Jen Christensen at jchristense@mtopres.org for more info.
Welcome Jen Magill Christensen!
The Children’s Ministry team is pleased to announce that Jen Christensen has been hired to
serve as our Director of Children’s Ministry.
Jen has been a part of the Mt O family since
eighth grade. Her husband Tyler (Ty) and
their three children, Cora, Josh and Luke, have
become a part of the Mt O “fam” as well.
Jen has a B.S. degree in Psychology with a focus on child and adolescent psychology from
the University of Utah and an M.A. in Family
Life Education from Fuller Theological Seminary. She completed nine-month
internships under Pastor Phil Hughes and Youth Director Jamie White. Her work
experience includes teaching children and adolescents with special needs, including behavioral and emotional difficulties. She has been an active volunteer
in a variety of capacities to the benefit of our Mt O children for many years.

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Childcare
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Steve Weber
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jamie White
Matt Cain
Jen Christensen
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Shanda Hildebrand
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: sweber@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2019
Cathy Dupont
Debbie Mascaro
Bob Piper
Seth Wall

Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

Class of 2021
Nate McBride
Gwen Mitchell
Richard Murphy
Gayle Woolf

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees,
Sher Santaw
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Erin Hackwith, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien
Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley,
Liz Woods

Stephen Ministers

Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan Metcalf, Judy Davis
* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team

