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people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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Our 21-person Kenya team spent over two weeks in June working 
in Nakuru schools, orphanage and Squatter’s Hill slum. 

More photos are on pages 12-13. 

What’s Happening at Mt O in July? 
 

July 4:  Office Closed for Independence Day 
July 7:  New Sermon Series Begins/Pot-Blessed Brunch at 9:45 

July 15-19:  Vacation Bible School 
July 27: Hike Church! 

Every Monday: Golf at 9:30 a.m.; Mountain Biking at 6:00 p.m. 
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This month we celebrate our national 
birthday, the Fourth of July. Soon peo-
ple will be stocking their campers and 
trailers for a long weekend, filling the 
propane cannister on the grill and may-
be, hopefully, unearthing the home-
made ice cream maker (the one with 
the manual hand crank!). What’s not to 
like about the Fourth of July? It’s our 
one, grand, national moment of 
gratitude and affirmation for the 
gift we have received to live in 
this nation.  
The Christian church has al-
ways had a tenuous relationship 
to all things patriotic as we belong first 
to God and we must be careful about 
co-mingling our allegiance to God and 
country. Yet, there are moments when 
it seems appropriate to give thanks to 
God for a nation which gives us such 
liberty to worship and serve our Lord. 
The story of President Lincoln’s Get-
tysburg Address in 1863 reminds me 
this Fourth of our collective response 
of gratitude. It was there at the new na-
tional cemetery in Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvania Lincoln delivered his famous 
words to 15,000 people seated for the 
dedication, “Four score and seven 
years ago our fathers brought forth, on 
this continent, a new nation, conceived 
in liberty, and dedicated to the proposi-
tion that all men are created equal.” 
It was a foggy, cold morning. Lincoln 
arrived about 10 a.m. and around noon 
the sun came out as the crowds gath-
ered on a hill overlooking the battle-
field. A military band played, a local 

preacher offered a long prayer, and the 
headlining speaker, Edward Everett, 
spoke for more than two hours. At that 
time, a two-hour speech was normal. 
Everett described the Battle of Gettys-
burg in great detail, and he brought the 
audience to tears several times. 
When Everett finished, Lincoln got up 
and pulled his speech from his coat 

pocket. It consisted of 10 sentenc-
es, a total of 272 words. Lincoln 
did not mention any of the specif-
ics of the war or any of the details 
of the battle of Gettysburg. He did 
not mention the North or the 

South. He did not mention slavery. In-
stead, he explained, in ordinary lan-
guage, that our nation was founded on 
the idea that all people are created 
equal, and we must continue to fight 
for the principle, in honor of those who 
have died fighting for it. 
Unfortunately for Lincoln, the audience 
was distracted by a photographer set-
ting up his camera, and by the time 
Lincoln had finished his speech and 
sat down the audience didn’t even real-
ize he had spoken. Lincoln was disap-
pointed in his performance, but the 
next day Edward Everett told the presi-
dent, “I wish that I could flatter myself 
that I had come as near to the central 
idea of the occasion in two hours as 
you did in two minutes.” The speech 
was reprinted in newspapers around 
the country, and it went on to become 
one of the most important speeches in 
American history. (Information from 
The Writer’s Almanac). 

The Fourth of July 
Pastor Steve Weber 
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This bit of American history is surpris-
ing to me. How could something that 
appeared like failure make such a last-
ing impact on the heart and soul of the 
nation? Everyday there are contribu-
tions we make to the workings of our 
community, our families, our world and 
to the lives of people we encounter. It 
is tempting to believe that what we do 
hardly makes an impact. Yet, history is 
on our side when we say, “Everything 
matters.” It is amazing to me that a 
speech hardly anyone heard helped 
shape a nation. Just think how much 
our contact with children, youth, col-
leagues, family members and others 
impact their confidence, stability and 
direction. One little word can lift a life. 
One small vision can shape a nation. 
I like to believe the Fourth of July re-
stores some of our collective heart for 
these founding principles of this na-

tion. We cheer at the parade of fire 
trucks and bands, light off a few spar-
klers, roast some hot dogs with friends 
and family and maybe remember this 
heritage of liberty and equality which is 
now ours to protect and preserve.  
Peter Marshall, the late chaplain of the 
Senate and Presbyterian pastor, once 
said, "May we think of freedom not as 
the right to do as we please, but as the 
opportunity to do what is right." May 
we be filled with gratitude this Fourth 
of July as we celebrate the gift our na-
tion is and strive to help it fulfill its high 
calling. 

“All a person’s ways seem pure to 
them, but motives are weighed by  

the Lord.  Commit to the Lord  
whatever you do, and he will  

establish your plans.”  

Proverbs 16:2-3 

Pastor Steve and the Art of Transitional Ministry 

That’s the name of the course Cindy and I will take part in July 14-19 at Zephyr 
Point Conference Center on Lake Tahoe. “The Art of Transitional Ministry” is a 
two-week course offered to pastors who are specializing in serving congrega-
tions during interim periods. I completed the first week five years ago at Prince-
ton Theological Seminary and will now complete week two, which focuses more 
on the particular setting where I am serving, meaning MOPC! I look forward to 
sharing with this group about our ministry here and how the transition season 
can be a rich and meaningful time even as we look ahead to the next season of 
leadership. Thank you for your prayers as we travel, read, share with others and 
grow. 
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SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
 

Join us this summer as we engage with the Psalter of Scripture. The Psalms 
are genuine, insightful, challenging and filled with hope. Eugene Peterson, au-
thor of The Message, said, “The Psalms train us in honest prayer.” These 150 
poems give us an inside look at the heart of faithful people who are seeking to 
live God-centered lives. Please join us on Sunday mornings this summer as we 
reflect together on the Psalms. 

July 7   Psalm 139 – Known 

July 14   Guest Preacher – Jamie White 

July 21  Psalm 32 – Free 

July 28  Psalm 126 – Restored 
August 4  Psalm 91 – Abide 

August 11  Psalm 121 – Singularity 

August 18  Psalm 119 – Words 

August 25   Psalm 8 – Wonder 

September 1 Psalm 84 – One Day 

POT-BLESSED BRUNCH ON JULY 7 
 

In honor of Independence Day, we will have a pot-blessed brunch 
on July 7.  No Adult Discipleship class on that day.  Bring your 
family and a dish to share at 9:45 a.m.  
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The Mt O Monday Night Riders 

A growing group of moun-
tain bike riders mount up 
on Monday evenings. We 
meet every Monday at 6:00 
p.m. in the church parking 
lot to carpool to a local trail. 
There is often a post-ride 
dinner stop at a local eat-
ery. Many thanks to Steve 
and Debbie Mascaro for 
their fine trail selections, 
and for waiting for the guy 
on the red bike to make it 
up the hills. All levels of rid-
ers are welcome! 
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The Mount, our Sunday evening service, will mark its 13th 
anniversary in October. Sometimes it is loud and music 
filled; other times it is quiet and contemplative. It is always 
full of dialogue. Questions. Doubts and deep hopes. It often 
feels like a Bible study or small group mingled with a church 
service. Always there is good coffee. We would love to have 
you join us some Sunday evening. 

In the month of July we will discuss the four values that we strive to live by from 
week to week: Faith, Question, Adventure, and Community. At each service in 
July, we will focus on one of these values. We hope to remind ourselves why 
we want to live by these values as The Mount, and also how we can improve. 
What are the spaces in our culture that need these values? How do we convey 
these values to our larger city community?   

“One man’s junk is another man’s treasure!” 

Do you have functional items taking up space in your garage or gently used 
clothing/home goods that you no longer need hanging or sitting on shelves in 
your closets? A generous friend of the church will have a yard sale on Saturday, 
July 13. All proceeds from this sale will benefit our “Open That Gate” project in 
Nakuru, Kenya.   
 
Contact Emily in the church office for information on where to drop off your do-
nations or arrange to have them picked up (please do not drop any items off at 
the church).  A flyer with Information about the time and location of the sale will 
be posted on the bulletin board by the gym. 



WOMEN’S RETREAT: Ladies, mark your calendars.  Our annual retreat at 
Snowbird is scheduled for October 4-6. 
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Shel Barker graduated from the University of Utah earning a doctorate degree 
in physical therapy on May 2.  She is spending the summer 
studying for her board exam on July 25. Shel hopes to 
work in an acute hospital setting and eventually specialize 
in working with patients who have neurological disorders. 
Shel says that she is grateful to the congregation for our 
prayers. Now let’s pray that she will breeze through her 
board exam! 
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UTAH FOOD BANK 

The Mt O team will serve at 
the food bank on Saturday, 
July 13 from 10:00 a.m. until 
noon.  The food bank is locat-
ed at 3150 South 900 West.  
Sign up in the gathering area 
and join our fun-loving team! 

CROSSROADS URBAN 
CENTER 

People are hungry all year 
round, so keep your contribu-
tions coming! This month 
Crossroads especially needs 
bottled water and single-
serve juice drinks. Leave do-

nations in the Crossroads wagon. 

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS!. Busy hands over the summer — you are 
needed!!  We need anyone who likes to knit and crochet to make prayer shawls 
for our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Presbyterian Women (PW) of MOPC coordi-
nates this ministry and all men/women are invited to participate! 
 

Prayer shawls bring comfort to people who need support after surgery, illness, 
or mourning.  If you are willing to knit or crochet a prayer shawl, please contact 
Betty Merritt, Pauline Forster or Mardi Lessey for details. Betty Merritt has pat-
terns or you can use your own pattern.  
 
We like to wrap our members and friends/relatives in 
the warmth of God's love. Prayer shawls are blessed 
by the pastor prior to being given. Please consider be-
ing a part of this wonderful and fulfilling ministry! We 
have a supply of yarn, which you can obtain from Betty 
Merritt, Pauline Forster, Mardi Lessey, or the office. 
Many thanks to Eunice (a friend of Emily Piper) who 
generously donated many skeins of beautiful yarn. 

LOOSE COIN OFFERING:  The third quarter loose coin offering will go to repair 
the farm irrigation pump at Nassa Theological College in Tanzania. Although 
this sounds like a minor issue, a working pump allows NTC to raise crops year 
round, providing its students and people in the village with lower cost food. Be-
cause the rainy season is often not adequate, food prices are often high, divert-
ing income from education and health care. In addition, the profits from food 
sales helps keep tuition fees affordable and NTC less dependent on outside 
support. For more information, go to www.nassatheologicalcollege.com. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
   

 

  

1 
9:30 a.m. Golf 

12:30 p.m. Staff 
7:00 p.m. AA 

2 
 

6:30 a.m. Men at 
Einsteins 

3  
 

7:00 p.m. Stephen 
Ministry 

4  
 

Independence Day 
Office Closed 

 

5  

 
7:00 p.m. Rescue 

Mission 
7:00 p.m. AA 

6  

 

 
 

11:00 a.m. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin 

Church 

7  

 
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 Pot-blessed Brunch 

12:30 Global Missions 
6:00 p.m. The Mount 

6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

8 
 
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:30 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. AA 

9  

 
 

6:30 a.m  Men’s Bible  
Study 

 

10 
 

 

11  

 
 

6:30 p.m. PAL 

  
  

12  

 

 

9:00 a. m .Sandwich 
making  

4:45 p.m. St Vincent 
de Paul Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 
 

13  

 

10:00 a.m. Utah 
Food Bank  

11:00 a..m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin 

Church 

14  
 
 

8:30 & 11:00  Worship 
9:45  Adult Discipleship  

6:00 p.m. The Mount 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

15  

 

9:00 a.m. VBS 
9:30 a.m. Golf 

12:00 p.m. Staff 
7:00 p.m. AA 

16 
 
 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:00 a.m. VBS 
 
 

17 
 

9:00 a.m. VBS 
7:00 p.m. Stephen 

Ministry 

18  

 
 

9:00 a.m. VBS 
6:30 p.m. PAL 

 
 
 

19 
 
 

9:00 a.m. VBS 
7:00 p.m. AA 

20 
 

11:00 a..m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin 

Church 

21  

 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 Adult Discipleship  

6:00 p.m. The Mount 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

22  
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:00 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. AA 

23 
 
 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Facilities  

24 
 

 

25  
 
 

6:30 p.m. PAL 
 

      

26 
 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

11:00 a.m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin 

Church 

28  
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-

ship  
6:00 p.m. The Mount 

6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

29 
 
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:00 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. Person-
nel 

7 p.m. AA 

30 
 

 

31 
 

 

  

July Events 
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Our MOPC Youth 
Ministry team has 
long supported 
the Squatters Hill 
Feeding Program 
and Nursery 
School for ne-
glected children 
under 6 years of 
age. Squatters 
Hill, is a rural slum area in Nakuru, 
Kenya. The residents live in abject 
poverty, without access to running wa-
ter, sanitation, or consistent electricity. 
The Squatters Hill School Project now 
educates up to 225 children and feeds 
up to 300 children six days per week. 
However limited space means many 
hungry children are turned away daily. 
Families in the area often “dump” their 
children outside the gates at the Hill to 

fend for themselves. 
These are the chil-
dren who will benefit 
from this fundraiser. 
MOPC seeks to ex-
pand the Squatters 
Hill School Project 
to feed and educate 
an additional 150 
children. The goal of 

“Open That Gate” was to raise $25,000 
to build an additional story on our ex-
isting structure, which has been done, 
and an additional $25,000 to ensure 
that there is a budget in place for staff-
ing, food, and supplies for two years.  
 
A golf tournament at Sun Hills Golf 
Course on Saturday, August 24 will 
contribute to this goal. (Details and 
sign-up form below.) 

Date: Saturday, August 24; 8:00 a.m. shotgun start 
Place: Sun Hills Golf Course, Layton, Utah (Next to Hill AFB) 
Cost: $75 per person; 4-person scramble teams consist of men, women,   

12+ years (singles can sign up and be paired with others on a team) 
Lunch:    Lunch will be served at the Sun Hills café.  
Invitees: Please invite family and friends.  

Entry fee covers 18 holes, cart, lunch, prizes, $25 donation to Kenya Partners.  

Sign up form (please print) 

Name    Phone #  Handicap or /Average Score 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
(Make payment to MOPC; deadline for payment is August 12) 
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ELECTION TO BE HELD ON JULY 28 
 

On Sunday, July 28, after the 11:00 service (at approximately 12:15 p.m.), we 
will have a congregational meeting to elect our Pastor Nominating Committee. 
The nine people who are elected will lead the search for MOPC’s next installed 
senior pastor. They will be charged with preparing a Mission Information Form 
(MIF) and conducting a nationwide search. This is a large responsibility, which 
will involve many meetings, diligent attention to the purpose and vision of 
MOPC and time to listen, pray and discern God’s leading. After their election, 
we must hold each of these members in our prayers. If you have questions dur-
ing the search process, members of the PNC can explain how the process 
works and where they are on the search timeline. However, they must maintain 
a high degree of confidentiality when meeting with prospective candidates.   
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This month:  Photos from our team in Kenya 
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Our Youth Mission Trip to Kenya 
June 2019 
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Service Camp 2019 
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“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”   
― Maya Angelou  

  
At the end of June, MOPC’s Children’s Ministry hosted Service Camp for thirty  
3

rd
-5

th
 graders. It was an amazing week with lots of hard work and lots of 

fun!  We created bracelets and decorated hats to be included in the Operation 
Christmas Child boxes, hosted a luncheon for MOPC’s Senior Adult Fellowship, 
volunteered at Columbus Adult Center and Holladay Care Center, made sand-
wiches at St. Vincent DePaul’s soup kitchen, hosted a free lemonade stand, 
and helped with gardening around the church.  
 
On Friday we took a break from service and focused on friendship and fellow-
ship at The Classic Fun Center!  
 
A special thanks to Jackie Longmore who organized and helped lead this 
week.  Without her hard work and dedication, this week would not have been 
possible!  

Our Solid Rock kids taking a break from their community service work  



            Church Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Steve Weber 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jamie White 
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry Matt Cain 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Director of The Mount Matt Cain 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Shanda Hildebrand 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: pweber@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 
Cathy Dupont Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride 
Debbie Mascaro Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell 
Bob Piper Bill Loos Richard Murphy  
Seth Wall Lori Jones Gayle Woolf 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees, 

  Sher Santaw  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan Metcalf, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


