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Walking in the Way of Love 

Pastor Stephen Weber 

Cindy and I met as undergrads through a 
mutual friend. It was in the late fall, a brisk 
evening, when I stopped by my friend’s 
dorm room, and there she was. By Febru-
ary we were an item, at least I thought so. 
Oh February, it is an ominous time for 
those who profess love for one another, 
especially young love. What is appropriate 
as the day of hearts and candies approach-
es? Should there be a gift, some lavish ex-
pression of the soul?  

In those pre-technology days, each student 
had a tiny mailbox in the student center 
with a three-number combination. On that 
fateful Valentine’s Day in 1978 I noticed the 
window in my box was obscured. I spun the 
numbers and discovered someone had 
gained access to my box and squeezed a 
highly cherished dining hall donut inside. 
And a note. From Cindy. I still have it. That may have been the moment that 
sealed our fate. I knew then, she gets me. Rarely has a February 14

th
 gone by 

when I have not commented, even at a fancy restaurant, “What?! No donuts?!” 

Valentine’s Day does not show up on my Presbyterian Planning Calendar. I’m 
not certain why. There are other secular days recognized. Why not the day set 
aside for the very characteristic most utilized to describe the character of God 
(“God is love.”), the nature of the church (“Speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow to mature in Christ.”), why Jesus died for our sins (“God so loved the 
world, he sent his only Son.”), how the world is to know we have given our 
hearts to Christ (“See how they love one another.”). I get it. For years I balked 
at a “holiday” which I reasoned was concocted by a greeting card company. But 
I have changed my tune. If the world wants to celebrate love this month in all its 
red, lacey glory, followers of Jesus, perhaps ought to be first in line down at the 

Continued on next page 
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Walking in the Way of Love (continued) 

chocolate store. We ought to be the ones buying out all those heart-shaped 
candies with words like, “Be true,” or “Crazy for You,” on them. This is our mes-
sage! This is our mission! Love! 

“Follow God’s example,” the apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “and walk in 
the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.” There it is. Our walking direction. What would it 
mean to “walk in the way of love, as Christ loved us?” Of course, it is more than 
donuts and sweet expressions. Love in the name of Jesus has a good deal of 
counter activity to it. To walk his way is to walk with those who are not always 
loveable.  

By its very nature love seeks the other. Love pays attention to where love is 
most needed and walks in that direction. In the words of Bob Goff’s well-known 
recent book, Love Does, love is active and alive, much more than a mushy, 
emotional word. He opened the book with the line, “I used to want to fix people, 
but now I just want to be with them.” Love, at its zenith, is incarnational. It 
shows up on doorsteps, in email and texts, love babysits, even takes care of the 
neighbor’s dog. Love walks, and sometimes runs. It moves and pursues the oth-
er. How is it we know we are loved? It is when we realize people want to be with 
us. 

This month I asked our staff to take a stab at the question, “When have you ex-
perienced love from above?” My answer? I was recently asked about my life as 
an interim pastor, seemingly moving from church to church, meeting so many 
people, coming in and out of their lives. That can be difficult. But it occurred to 
me how rich in love these times have been. Just in the last five years I have 
been part of three congregations and been witness to a level of care and friend-
ship which has been eye opening. Some worry about the future of the Christian 
church. I used to. But now, in my experience, the church seems sturdy and sub-
stantial. The connecting tissue for me is the attention people give to one anoth-
er, and the simple joy of just being with others.  

It’s hard to express. I wish I had a donut to slip in each of your tiny mailboxes. 
Nothing says love like a Bavarian cream donut. It just makes it real, as love 
needs to be. Happy Valentine’s Day! Happy days to express the very nature of 
our Lord to one another. 
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On February 23, after each morning service, 
our deacons will be in Fellowship Hall with 
coffee and treats.   
 
Mark your calendar and be sure to come to 
meet and thank your deacon for his or her 
service to you and our church family! 

February 2 Matthew 5:1-12 “Living Above Self” 

February 9 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 “Living Above Folly” 

February 16 Deuteronomy 30:11-20 “Living Above Hard Choices” 

February 23 Matthew 17:1-13 “Living Above the Grind” 
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FIRST QUARTER LOOSE COIN OFFERING  

We support Todd and Lisa who are equipping others to work in the Middle East. 
They currently travel to various countries to train Christians to enter ‘creative ac-
cess’ countries as professionals to share the Good News. Todd also counsels 
workers who encounter stressful events in their lives. Todd recently started a 
non-profit company called Great Comm…Counseling with the purpose of help-
ing people and organizations to be fully equipped psychologically, emotionally 
and spiritually. The program helps international workers be screened and pre-
pared before working in another culture and language. Lisa has recently helped 
administer an academic program for Chinese schoolteachers who come to the 
U.S. to sharpen their English skills. She hopes this program will become accred-
ited internationally. Believers in China are under increasing pressure and gov-
ernment surveillance. They ask for our prayers to continue their work.  

Thank you for all of your prayers, e-mail, cards and messages of love and 
sympathy around my mom's passing last month. I felt God's arms around 
me through you.  
     Blessings, Kathy Wight 
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Sophie Barnish is a Junior at the University of Utah. She 
loves working with children and plans on furthering her edu-
cation in Child Development after earning a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Psychology. She is the lead teacher in the nursery 
during the Sunday morning services, a leader for our Junior 
High youth group, and an attendee of The Mount. Sophie is 
excited to step into her new role as a Deacon, to support 
and uplift our community here at Mount Olympus!  

Mariko Hanabusa was born, raised and educated in Japan. 
After her first husband became very ill (it's a long story), she 
became a Christian at the age of 33. Mariko came to Denver, 
Colorado in 1989 to marry George. (She was a widow with two 
daughters at that time), and the Hanabusas moved to SLC in 
1994. George retired in 2010 and they started attending MOPC 
and became members in 2012. George passed away last year. 
Mariko says, “While he was in hospice care, MOPC deacons 
cared for us many times. So it's now my turn to serve the 
church community as a deacon.” 

 

DeeAnn Jorgensen is an accountant at BioFire Diagnostics. 
She has two grown daughters, and a little dog named Tuck-
er.  DeeAnn has been a member of MOPC for 22 years, dur-
ing which time she has served as an usher, lay reader, Sun-
day School teacher, and previous terms as a deacon.  She 
loves to draw and read. She says, “I accepted my call to be a 
deacon because I love to get to know people and help.” 

Tony Huston has been married to his wife, Shauna, for  
33+ years. The Hustons have 2 adult sons, Riley and 
Brady. Tony changed careers last year to spend more time 
with his family; he was formerly a Senior VP and is now a 
Realtor. He became a member of MOPC in 2000, and has 
previously served as both an Elder and a Deacon. Tony 
says, “I'm excited to serve as a deacon again now that I'm 
not traveling for work anymore.” 

MEET OUR INCOMING DEACONS—CLASS OF 2022 
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Karen Krenz is a retired teacher who has taught P.E. and 
English in India and China, as well as in Utah. Since then she 
has used her teaching skills to teach in Children's Ministry and 
in VBS. She loves spending time outdoors hiking, snowshoe-
ing, and photographing national parks and monuments. As a 
deacon, Karen looks forward to deepening relationships with 
many of our MOPC family. While in China, she learned the 
importance and value of prayer. Karen says, “I would like to 
be able to pray very specifically for each one of you.  God 

loves to see us grow in every way!” 

Kathy Moore was born in Oregon, but raised primarily in the 
Boise area.  She moved to Salt Lake City in 1981 and has 
attended MOPC since that time. She was part of the MOPC 
group that started Habitat for Humanity in Salt Lake City.  
She likes to golf and travel whenever possible.  She has a 
son who lives in the area with his family---a 4 year old daugh-
ter and 2 year old twin boys, whom she loves seeing when-
ever possible.  She has served as a deacon twice before and 
has been an usher almost continuously since 1982. Kathy 
decided to be a deacon again (for the 3rd time) because she 
wants to help out with the duties that surround our church.   

Lauri Winge is thrilled to serve for the first time as a deacon. 
Over the 32 years that she has attended MOPC, Lauri has 
served in the Children's, Women's, Youth and Prayer Ministries 
and has also been on the Session. She is a Registered Nurse 
at St. Mark's Hospital, providing education and support to pa-
tients with cancer as a Nurse Navigator. This job is the perfect 
blend of her skills and passions and Lauri feels the role of dea-
con will be similar. She says, “I enjoy serving, listening and 
praying for people and look forward to forming deeper relation-
ships with the people I will serve in this role.”  In her spare time 

Lauri enjoys reading, bike riding, tap dancing and hanging out with her grand-
kids.  
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UTAH FOOD BANK 

Our MOPC team volunteer 
date is Saturday, February 8, 
2020 at Utah Food Bank.  
 
We will work from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon at 3250 South 900 
West. We have a great team. 
Let’s keep rolling along!  

CROSSROADS URBAN 
CENTER 

This month Crossroads espe-
cially needs canned chili.   
 
Please leave your donations 
in the Crossroads wagon in 
the gathering area. Thank 

you for your generosity during the 
Crossroads food drive. 

We enter the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 26. Lent is an ancient 
Christian tradition of spiritual self-examination in light of the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It is a season of repentance, discipline, and intentionally seeking 
God. 
 

We will have two worship services on Ash Wednesday, a morning service at 11 
a,m. and evening service at 7 p.m. Communion will be served at both services. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

 

11 am AA 
 

       

 
  

2  

 
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45  Discipleship 

Classes for  All Ages 
6 pm The Mount 

3 
 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm PNC 

5:30 pm Local 
Missions 
7 pm AA 

 

4  

 
 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible  
Study 

9:30 am Presbyterian 
Women 

5 
 
 

7 pm Youth 
Solid Rock 345 

Stephen Ministry 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

6  

 

7 am Men’s Bible   
9:30 Women’s 

Bible  Study 
6:30 pm PAL 

7 pm Children’s 
Min. Team 

 

7  

 
 

7 pm Rescue 
Mission 
7 pm AA 

 
 

8  

 

10 am Utah Food 
Bank 

11 am AA 
 

9  

 
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45  Disciple Classes 

For all ages 
12:15 pm Global 

Missions 
6 pm The Mount 

10  

 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm PNC 

7 pm AA 

11 
 

 
6:30 am  Men’s Bible 

Study 
 7 pm Deacons 

6 pm Finance 

12 
 
 

7 pm Youth 
Solid Rock 345 
Women’s Bible  

 

13  

 
 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

12:00 Senior 
Adult Fellowship 

6:30 pm PAL 
 

14 
 
 

9 a m Sandwiches 
4:45 pm soup 

kitchen 

7 pm  AA 

15 
 
 

11 am AA 
 

16  

 
8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45  Adult Disciple-

ship  
6 pm The Mount   

17  
 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm PNC 

7 pm AA 

18  
 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
Study 

7 pm Session 

19 
 
 

7 pm Youth 
Solid Rock 345 

Stephen Ministry 
Women’s Bible  

  

20 
 
 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible  Study 

6:30 pm PAL 
 

      

21 
 
 

7 pm  AA - 75th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 

 
 
 

22 
 
 

11 am AA 
 

23  

 
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 Greet Your Deacon 
Youth Learning Labs  

6 pm The Mount 

24 
 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm PNC 
Personnel 

AA 

25 
 

6:30 am  Men’s Bible 
Study 

7 p.m. Facilities 
Team 

 

26 
 

 

11 a.m. and  
7 p.m. Ash 

Wednesday 
service 

 

27 
 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm PAL 

28 
 

Jill Baskett 
Laurie Brett 

Sophia Turner 
 

7 pm  AA 

29 
 

11 am AA 
 

February Birthdays  
& 

Events 
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Pastor Steve asked staff members to write about “love,” as expressed in  
1 Corinthians 13 

 
Jared McClure, Director of Youth Ministry: The context of this passage is that 
Paul the apostle, the author of this letter, was writing to a newly formed church 
in the first century in the city-state of Corinth in ancient Greece. The church was 
to be a place of unity and equality amongst a diverse group of peoples: Jew and 
gentile, slave and free, male and female, those who were rich and those who 
had little—all were equal in this gathering of people, the church. In such a revo-
lutionary new way of life one might imagine how tension can rise and how one 
might attempt to exercise power over their peer. What command might Paul the 
apostle give to those seeking this way of life? 
 
Sheila Barnish, Executive Administrator: In today’s world we are divided: divided 
by religion, politics, race, socio-economic status, gender identity, on and on. So 
often we see each other’s differences before the similarities. We are quick to 
judge and rely on first impressions. I am guilty of this. “Please forgive me Fa-
ther.” And yet, I am loved. Loved without condition and forgiven for the sins I 
commit. While my heart has been turned toward Christ and I try not to sin, I find 
it difficult. Envy, greed, judgment are all vices I am guilty of. I am so grateful that 
I’m not marked for my sin. While I struggle with sitting in my own superficial 
judgment, I am aware that the real judge is God alone.    

Sometimes judgment and love can be muddled together. Recently, a former 
member of the Westboro Church said that they were taught that protesting peo-
ple they believed had sinned was love and that they were showing love by mak-
ing others aware of their sin. 1 Corinthians 13:1 helps me understand how and 
why I see this as judgment rather than love, “If I speak in the tongues of men or 
of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cym-
bal.” Noise, hurtful antagonistic noise, devoid of true love, certainly not the kind 
of love Jesus showed.  

Acts 10:42 says that Jesus “is the one whom God appointed as judge of the liv-
ing and the dead.” We humans are not called to be judges; we are all called to 
love, “love your neighbors as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39). This is all to say, I am 
a work in progress and knowing that perfection is not within my grasp, the best I 
can do is love.   
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Shanda Hildebrand, Childcare Center Director: Growing up, I always had a love 
for Christ and a knowledge of Christ’s love even though I came from an un-
churched family. My family was not religious, but Christ like. My mom has al-
ways been a shining example of loving thy neighbor and following the Golden 
Rule—shoveling walks, bringing meals when needed, watching out for every-
one, and just being a genuinely good person. She modeled and taught us to do 
the same.  

I joined the LDS church when I was young because I needed to belong and be 
part of something bigger than myself. The church was a good place for me dur-
ing some difficult teenage years. As I matured, I realized that I didn’t belong in 
that religion. My faith in God had remained the same, but I really wanted to 
deepen my faith and relationship with Christ. I wasn’t being fed and had ques-
tions that weren’t being answered. I left the church and decided I needed some-
thing different.  

Not long after deciding to leave the church, my grandmother passed away. She 
was a cornerstone in my life and her death truly rocked me. I felt so alone. I was 
angry, hurt, and I blamed God. I didn’t trust him; I didn’t understand why or how 
he could let this happen. Not having a church home or anyone to lean on and 
support me through this was really hard. I felt alone and that God had become 
silent in my life. As I reflect on this time in my life, I realize how naïve I was to 
think that God was not present, how small of me to think that he abandoned me 
and left me alone in my grief.  

You see it’s in these times at least for me where my relationship with him is 
strengthened. It is where I grow in his love. God led me to take a job as a pre-
school teacher at Mount Olympus. It was here that I was introduced to people 
growing together in Christ’s love.  You see, I had left God, but he never left me. 
He was always unconditionally there; I just needed to remember to listen, feel, 
and open my eyes to see how he was and is always blessing me. Over the 
years, God’s love has come in many forms. I met my husband, I have two beau-
tiful kids, I have been blessed with health, and have a wonderful job where I am 
teaching tiny humans about God’s love every day. I used to believe I needed 
God to show me his love or presence in “2x4” moments, those big knock you 
upside the head, not subtle times. Now I enjoy finding his love showing up in the 
more quiet and simple moments.  His love from above is always present.   
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Jen Christensen: I’m sure most of you are very familiar with 1 Corinthians 13, 
which includes a well-known definition of love, “Love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud…” This week Pastor Steve 
asked some of MOPC’s staff to write about our own experience with this kind of 
love. The love that is talked about in 1 Corinthians is agape love.  Agape is love 
as an action versus love as a feeling; it’s a love that doesn’t change, a self-
denying kind of love. Tyler and I will celebrate 15 years of marriage this year, 
and some of the smoother times in our marriage have been due in part to some 
advice that a wise friend gave us 15 years ago: “for a marriage to work, love 
cannot always or only be a feeling, love has to be a choice.”  This is agape love, 
love that is a choice, love that is an action. Although agape love can be big and 
dynamic, I often feel this type of love from my husband in smaller sentiments.  
“Love is patient…”, Tyler waits for me to complete a task, to tell a story, to calm 
down.  This is a love that is action solely for the sake of another without want of 
anything in return. Last December when many of MOPC’s kids performed dur-
ing the Christmas Eve service, they sang a song that included the line 
“Christmas is all about the Father’s love for us.” Of course, this lyric means that 
the best example of agape love is found in Jesus. Jesus IS love. He is steady, 
self-denying, action love. This is not an easy type of love, but this is the love 
that Tyler chooses to show to me and I to him (at least on our good days). 

Matt Cain: This guy's walking down the street when he falls in a hole. The walls 
are so steep he can't get out. A doctor passes by and the guy shouts up, “Hey 
you. Can you help me out?” The doctor writes a prescription, throws it down in 
the hole and moves on. Then a priest comes along, and the guy shouts up, 
“Father, I'm down in this hole can you help me out?” The priest writes out a pray-
er, throws it down in the hole and moves on. Then, finally, a friend walks by, 
“Hey, Joe, it's me can you help me out?” And the friend jumps in the hole. Our 
guy says, “Are you stupid!? Now we're both down here.” The friend says, “Yeah, 
but I've been down here before and I know the way out.” 

Faith is our trust and practice of engaging God, ourselves, or others in the holes 
of our lives in some way. Faith says, “Holes ought not be.” Faith that is grounded 
in reality acknowledges holes and practices addressing them. Faith makes a 
daily practice of writing prescriptions, prayers, or yelling from the depths trusting 
that we have joined God in his holy work. 

Continued on the next page 
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Matt Cain on Love (continued) 

The greatest part of love is that when it finds us, the hole isn’t changed, we are. 
Our circumstance can no longer be defined merely by our faith or hope. Nor 
merely by our need to get out of dark, confining places. It puts our best wishes 
and best practices beyond the measurement of our circumstance and into a 
higher relational context that lives the other 12 verses of our love chapter. Hope 
is the acknowledgement of a directional change in our current condition. Hope 
says, “One day the holes will be filled in.” I have tried something new, and failed, 
and now I know that way doesn’t work. So, I’ll try something different and look to 
what is next. I am closer to being out of this hole today than I was yesterday. 1 
Corinthians chapter 13 ends, “But the greatest of these is love.” Love always 
seeks to be together above all else. Love moves close. This is the transcend-
ence of love, it comes for us, it insists that we belong together. Love says, “I 
know you and I want you.” Any hole or obstacle is reduced by its insistence.  

Emily Piper: Many years ago when I was a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Burlingame, California, I had an experience during which I was the 
instrument of God’s love for someone else. On a normal workday, I decided to 
walk a few blocks from my office to a fast food restaurant. After getting my 
lunch, I sat down by myself at a small table in the crowded restaurant. A few 
minutes later, a young Chinese man sat down at the seat across from me and 
said, “What do you think happens when someone dies?” He was a stranger and 
I was shocked by his question and by the fact that he had singled me out to sit 
with and ask this question.   

I suddenly felt like I had a split personality or psyche as the Holy Spirit began 
speaking through me and telling him about my Christian faith. I was quite a shy 
person at that time and one part of me was well aware that other diners were 
looking our way—first because of the man’s question, which was very bizarre in 
this setting—and then the observers were no doubt astounded that I answered 
him instead of getting up and moving to another table. Despite my embarrass-
ment, I was absolutely compelled by the Holy Spirit to speak. I told him that I 
had no clear vision of the afterlife, but I expected it to be wonderful beyond im-
agination. I ended by telling him that my church was a few blocks away and 
there would be a pastor available to speak with him there. 

Continued on the next page 
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Emily Piper on “Love from Above” continued 

The next Sunday, the title of the sermon was “The Watchful Servant” and it sud-
denly dawned on me that the pastor was telling the young man’s story. He was 
a medical student, engaged to be married. When his mother fell ill in Hong 
Kong, the timing didn’t permit him to return, so his fiancée, who had recently be-
come a Christian, went to nurse his mother. The fiancée became ill as well and 
they both died. He had been deeply grieving when he approached me in the 
restaurant. Then he had taken my advice, gone to my church, talked to the pas-
tor, and been baptized that afternoon. I am not a “watchful servant”—instead I 
felt quite embarrassed during this incident—but for some reason God chose to 
speak through me anyway and “love from above” came down on both of us in 
that most unusual setting. The young man came to faith and, for me, it was di-
rect evidence of God’s presence in my life. 

MOPC Youth Went to Sun Valley During MLK Weekend for Their Annual Winter Retreat 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

February, the month of Love, so we’re told 
They’re spreading it at PW meetings at MOPC,  

and I’m sold. YOU?? 
 
Our Tuesday, February 4, 2020 monthly meeting will be brunch 
out at Citrus Grill at 3977 South Wasatch Blvd. (next to Dan’s Su-
permarket) at 10:30 a.m. Come and join us there and share in 

fun, food and conversation. All ladies are welcome even if you can’t regularly 
attend our monthly meetings! 
 
In March, PW will have a “Laundry Kit” shower for Family Promise. Laundry 
basket, soap, dryer sheets, stain remover, fabric refresher, iron, ironing board, 
hangers, small trash can – bring any of those things to our March meeting.   

Join us on Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 12 
noon in Fellowship Hall for fun, food, fellow-
ship, and an armchair trip to Mexico!  Our 
own Mike and Dave Richerson will do this 
presentation. Share the fun with us, and bring 
along a friend and your favorite dish to share.   

Skiers enjoyed a bluebird day on the slopes during the Youth Winter Retreat! 
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Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett 
Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill 
Bill Loos Richard Murphy Debra Penney 
Lori Jones Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
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Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


