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Operation Christmas Child: We sent 160 boxes to needy children! Many thanks to
everyone who supplied items and boxes. A very special thank you to the Rees family
who organized the packing party and to all the children who participated!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
We will celebrate the birth of Christ at our three traditional evening services:
5:00 p.m.: Family Service (The children of MOPC will perform at this service,
which is especially designed for families with young children.)
8:00 p.m.: Candlelight Service
11:00 p.m.: Candlelight Communion Service
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Advent: A World in Transition
"Since the time of Bernard of Clairvaux (d.1153)
Christians have spoken of the three comings of Christ:
in the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of time."*
We are beginning the season of Advent: the coming of Christ. Advent is
much more than just an historical event: the birth of the Christ Child in Jerusalem.
That singular event sent the world into a time of transition. In the midst of oppression, there came a new hope. After centuries of apparent silence, God was
speaking to those who would still listen. It marked the fulfillment of the promises
that God had made to the people of Israel for a Savior, a savior who would offer
himself as the sacrifice that provides for us new and eternal life.
Advent also set the world into a time of transition as the life of Christ radiated out from Jerusalem throughout the Roman empire and beyond unto the ends of
the earth. Even more, as this message spread, people's hearts were made new
as they found new faith, new hope, new life in the message and promises of Jesus. While never perfect, the church sought to embody ideals of caring for those
without hope, the widows and orphans, of putting faith into action, of establishing a
new relationship between people and God. This Advent continues today as each
new person experiences the love of God and is made anew.
There is also the final coming of Jesus to rule over God's Kingdom on earth
at the end of all time. The book of Revelation describes this new kingdom, the renewal of all of creation, as it reclaims the glory, splendor and purity of God's original creation.
As we celebrate the fullness of Advent we find ourselves in a time of transition; a time of waiting expectantly for God to come anew within and among us.
We trust in God's promise of being with us always. We fervently hope that this
transition will bring us into a renewed life of faith and service. We search for and
anticipate new pastoral leadership for this congregation. May this be a time of renewed faith and renewed commitment to and within this community of believers.
Shalom Al
*Journey into the Heart of God: Living the Liturgical Year By Philip H. Pfatteicher
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES, 9:45-10:45 a.m. in Room 502
Date
December 2
December 9
December 16

Topic
The Meaning of "Christ"
The Biblical View of Angels
Who Was St. Nicholas?

Taught by
Ollie Fullmer
Judy Davis
Susan Decker

UPDATE ON FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS FOR 2019:
As of the end of November, 75 pledges have been
received totaling $339,904.
Last year at this time, 77 pledges had been received
for a total of $344,982.
Our Session is committed to financial faithfulness and good stewardship. Our
plans for 2019 are contingent upon a budget based on the pledges received. If
you have not yet filled out a Commitment of Giving card, please do so as soon
as possible. Cards are available in the gathering area and may be placed in the
offering basket or delivered to the office.
MOPC is a wonderful church that is inviting people to experience Jesus and be
his passionate followers. The Spirit of Christ is tangible here and bearing fruit
in many ways. Please help us continue making a difference in the hearts and
lives of our congregation and in the lives of all those who are helped and served
by our many missions.
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t’s time to order your
poinsettias! If you would
like to help enhance our
Christmas worship services, please fill out the
form below and return it
with $10.00 per plant (cash or check made
payable to MOPC—noting “Poinsettia” on
the left hand bottom corner) to the church
office. It is important that we have all requests NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th. The Christmas poinsettias are
yours to take home after the 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service. Thank you for your
special contribution to our services!
YOUR NAME
______________________________

PHONE #______________________
Given  in honor of

 in memory of

Name_________________________________
Given

in honor of

 in memory of

Name_________________________________

Given  in honor of

 in memory of

Name__________________________________
Given

 in honor of

 in memory of

Name______________________________

Given

 in honor of

 in memory of

WINTER SOCKS NEEDED!
The Local Missions Team is collecting socks for the homeless and
low-income residents of SLC to be
distributed by Salt Lake City Mission and Rescue Mission.

Please consider purchasing heavy/
warm socks for men or women—
socks that are suitable for people
who have to spend a lot of time
outside in the cold winter weather
There is a box in the gathering area
for the sock collection through January 6. All sizes are needed.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Listen, Listen glad tidings we bring
This Month we celebrate the birth of a King!
Hello Ladies,
We hope you all enjoyed shopping at the Christmas Bazaar and
Cookie Bake. At our next meeting come and hear about the proceeds for all your endeavors! Tuesday, December 4, 2018 is the
date and 9:30 a.m. is the time for light refreshments. We meet in Room 204.
Hostesses are Shirley Knox and Candy Vila, Bible Study by Carol Ogden. We
will have a book review by Betty Rider (always a December highlight and a surprise title). Hope to see you there and perhaps we will welcome new participants, we hope so…Come be a “doer” with us.
Dear MOPC,
Your "Farewell Sunday" for us was overwhelming. We do not know how to
thank you for all the planning, thought, and work that went into that day. Thank
you for the extravagant love you showed to us. The meal was wonderful. The
presentations so heartfelt. The gifts were deeply generous. We will continue to
read and reread the cards and letters that so many of you wrote. What a beautiful way to end our fourteen, blessed years together. Our entire family felt so
affirmed. Thank you for all of it!  We will always hold you in our hearts and are
grateful to our God for the honor of being a part of MOPC.
In His Grace,
Pastors Phil and Nancy

Sing, Sing, Sing, we are in good voice and even if not,
we want you to come, have fun, food, fellowship and a
great Christmas program with the Rudy family—Ruth,
Teia, and Hudson.
Come, see how they’ve grown in stature and song!
Thursday, December 13, 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall for our annual Sing-ALong with Shirley Knox, Ralph, and Bonnie Paisley. See you there with your favorite dish to share!!
Jingle, Jingle…
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Update on “Open that Gate” Project
The Open That Gate project to build an addition to the current nursery school
in Nakuru, Kenya has moved forward considerably. The first phase of the project is nearing completion. Thanks to many generous people, we have raised
$35,000, which will cover the cost to construct the two-level school consisting of
four classrooms. This new school will have space for an approximately 100
more children in the Squatters Hill area. The current school accommodates only
250 children. Each day when the gate is closed about 150 children are turned
away due to lack of space. We seek to bring in an additional 100 students
through the gates for schooling and lunch. The Kenyan architect for the new
school, Mr. James Wamai, visited MOPC recently and worked with our Jesse
Allen to finalize the design and construction plans. Construction on the new
school will begin by early December and will be completed by March.
The second phase of the project will commence next year with a goal of raising
an additional $30,000 to equip the school, fund teachers, and purchase the
food needed to feed the children once daily. We seek to make this school project sustainable with regard to teacher support and nutrition, so the school will
have a lasting impact on that area.
We thank everyone who has participated in this endeavor and look forward to
an equally successful Phase Two. An initial front-view image of the school is
shown below.
Tyler Johnson
Dennis Winge
Jamie White
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John Mehlhoff is raking leaves to the delight of some little ones in our childcare.
Join us for a Christmas celebration at The Mount on December 23
at 6:00 p.m. The evening will be full of fun with Christmas songs,
ugly Christmas sweaters, cookies, and hot chocolate.
A few times a year The Mount has an Expressions Night. Expressions Nights are a time to share what God is doing in our lives.
Often that is hard to put into words, so we welcome other forms of
sharing such as music, art, poetry, videos, thank you messages,
and even an occasional dance. Come join us in listening and sharing on this special
night. Everyone is invited!
The theme for Expressions Night will be “gifts.” What gift has God given you this year?
It might be a song that has become your mantra to remember God. Maybe a character
or passage in a book. Maybe your friends or family have done something that had a
powerful impact on you. These are a few examples of how God can impact our lives,
and we should take time to express them. Come and celebrate God’s gifts with us.
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UTAH FOOD BANK
Take time from your busy
schedules and come help
those less fortunate. Meet the
MOPC team at the Utah Food
Bank, 3150S 900W, Saturday,
December 8 at 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon for a fun, rewarding time together. See you there, no
open-toed shoes (who would dare).

CROSSROADS URBAN
CENTER
This month Crossroads especially needs cereal. Leave
your donations in the Crossroads wagon in the gathering
area.

Thank you for your generosity!

Christmas Eve Loose Coin
Offering

Give the child of a prisoner the joy of
Christmas by participating in our Angel
Tree ministry. A Christmas tree in the
gathering area is decorated with this
year’s Angels. Please “adopt” a child or
sibling group on the angel tree. Then purchase the suggested Christmas gifts, wrap
and deliver them directly to their home.
Ages, genders, sizes, and specific needs
are written on each angel. Booklets about
Jesus’s love are provided to include with
the gifts. Instructions, suggestions and
booklets are included in a ‘family’ pack.
The children live close to the church and
their caregivers have approved their participation. Angels will be available from
Sunday, Nov. 25 to Dec. 16. For more information contact Gwen Mitchell.

The loose coin offering on Christmas Eve this year will go to Presbyterian Relief for the several
Gulf Coast (US) disasters.

For tax purposes...
In order to deduct your financial
contributions to MOPC for 2018,
your checks must be received in
the church office by noon on
Monday, December 31.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

December Events
2
PW Bazaar & Youth
Cookie Bake
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Classes for All Ages
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

9

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

3

4

12:30 pm Staff
6:30 pm Local
Missions
7:00 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
9 :30 Presbyterian
Women
7 pm New Officer
Training

10

11

5

7 am Men’s Bible
6:30 p.m. Solid
9:30 Wmen’s Bible
Rock 345
6:30 pm PAL
7 pm Youth
7 pm Children’s
Women’s Bible
Ministry Team
Study
7 pm The Mount
Book Study

12

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Classes for All Ages
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:00 pm Finance

6:30 p.m. Solid
Rock 345
7 pm Youth
Women’s Bible
Study

16

17

18

19

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Classes for All Ages
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

23
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Children’s Sunday
School
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

12:00 pm Staff
7 pm AA

24

Office hours 9-1 p.m.
5 pm Family
Service
8 pm Candlelight
Service
11 Candlelight
Communion
Service

30

31

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
5:30 pm Chin Church
6 pm The Mount

Office hours 9-3 p.m.

6:30 am Men’s Bible 6:30 pm Children’s
Study
Ministry Family
7 pm Session
Christmas Party
7 pm Youth
Women’s Bible
Study

25
Christmas
Office Closed

6

26

13

7
7 pm Rescue
Mission
7:00 pm AA

14

8
10 am Utah Food
Bank
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

15

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
12 Senior Adult
Fellowship
6:30 pm PAL
Deacons’ party

9 a m Sandwich
making
4 pm Childcare
Christmas Program
4:45 pm St Vincent
de Paul Soup
Kitchen
7 pm AA

20

21

22

7 pm AA

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

27

28

Office Closed Office hours 9-3 p.m.

Office hours 9-3
p.m.

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm AA

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

29

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

Page 10

10 Tips to Survive Christmas
A few Christmas ideas for your family from Jamie White
I often hear from both parents and students about how stressful—even painful—the
holidays can be as a family. All the additional time together with the expectation to feel
“jolly” and make everyone feel special can be difficult, especially when there is relational conflict, mental illness, or other issues. So here are 10 ideas that might help you enjoy your family time and avoid family drama.
1. Practice gratitude together. Get a box of thank you cards and have everyone write to
a few people who have impacted them this year. Discuss why you are grateful to them.
2. Serve together. Go to a soup kitchen or elderly home; join with your neighbors or
church friends and go caroling; bake and decorate cookies and give them to the homeless at Pioneer Park.
3. Pull a prank on someone. Yes, I’m serious! Toilet paper someone’s house you love
(no mean-spirited pranks ya’ll; that’s not good for the family vibe!) or fill someone’s office with funny pictures or balloons. Create a family memory!
4. Start a war. Purchase a set of Nerf guns and start an elaborate family battle that will
last the entire holiday season, complete with rules for hours of engagement, a point
system, sibling alliances, and trophy.
5. Don’t forget the beloved family traditions. Kids don’t tire of family traditions you’ve
done since they were tiny…do you always open PJ’s on Christmas Eve?
6. Keep Jesus at the center of Christmas in a fresh way. Watch “The Nativity,” a wellmade movie about Jesus’ birth while enjoying popcorn and hot cocoa,
7. Cook together. Tell the family that meal planning and preparation will be a communal effort and ask everyone to contribute menu ideas for the holiday weeks. Compile
shopping lists, figure out recipes, shop and cook together.
8. Be mindful about technology. Yes, it will be present…but set times when everyone,
parents included, put phones in the other room for meals and special family times.
9. Get outside together…go sledding, skiing, snowshoeing, or take a walk. Being outside together gives space to talk, laugh, and enjoy each other.
10. If things get sticky, hard and downright yucky…have compassion for yourself and
your family, and give each other a restart. Say something as simple as this: “Well this
is hard. That didn’t go so well. But we’re a family and we won’t let this ruin our holiday.
We love each other, so let’s figure out how to restart.”
Merry Christmas Families of MOPC! May Jesus Christ be born anew in each of your
homes and hearts this season.
—Jamie White
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Focus on Jesus this Christmas Season
Although Jesus’ birth marks the beginning of the New Testament, he’s also present
throughout the Old Testament. The first promise of a Savior is in Genesis 3, while Adam and Eve are in the Garden of Eden. Old Testament prophets tell of a coming Messiah who will save people from their sins. As we look forward to celebrating again the
birth of that Messiah, Jesus, we also can look forward to the day when he’ll return to
take us to live with him in heaven. What an important message of Christmas hope to
share with our children—and our world!
Upcoming Dates
December 2:
Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 9:45-10:45 a.m.
December 5:

Solid Rock 345 serve at Family Promise (meet at MOPC at 5:45 p.m.)

December 9:

Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 9:45-10:45 a.m.

December 16:

Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service Run Through 12:30-3:00 p.m.
(bring a sack lunch for your child)

December 19:

Children’s Ministry Christmas Party! Everyone (all ages) is welcome to
come play games, do crafts, sing carols, and celebrate the birth of Jesus together! 7:00-8:30 p.m.

December 23:

Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 9:45-10:45 a.m.

December 24:

Christmas Eve Service
Soloists arrive: 3:15 p.m.
All Children Arrive: 3:30 p.m.
Run music: 3:30-4:00 p.m.
Run anything that needs one last reminder: 4:00-4:30 p.m.
Kids in Gym until service begins: 4:30-4:50 p.m.
Service begins: 5:00pm

December 26:

No Solid Rock

January 2:

No Solid Rock

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Childcare
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Al Hammond
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jamie White
Matt Cain
Ruth Rudy
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Shanda Hildebrand
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: phughes@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2018
Bruce Davidson
Jackie Longmore
Erich Petersen
Jim Wight

Class of 2019
Cathy Dupont
Debbie Mascaro
Bob Piper
Seth Wall

Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2018: Maggie Burgess, Nancy Harper, Wes Keller, Terry Meidinger, Molly Molenaar,
Candy Vila
Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees,
Sher Santaw
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Erin Hackwith, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien

Stephen Ministers
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan Metcalf, Judy Davis
* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team

