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Fifty-five MOPC walkers and runners teamed with The Point Church in the World
Vision Global 6K—this group raised approximately $17,000 to bring clean water to Africa
(More photos inside)

Pray for Our Kenya Mission Team
(Details on page 7)

MOPC Graduates Reveal Future Plans
(Pages 12-13)

Service Camp for Grades 3-5
(Coming the week of June 25-29; see page 14)
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Dear MOPC,
Here are some things I have come
across in my reading. They stimulated my thinking. Perhaps they will do
the same for you.
Singer and songwriter Audrey Assad on why she became a Roman
Catholic after being Protestant
for her whole life:
“I began to feel that I needed
Sunday…to consist of more than
just sermons (which I could
download and listen to alone)
and worship music (likewise). The
sacraments seemed like the answer
to my need. They were something I
couldn’t get anywhere else except at
church, unlike preaching and singing.
They were both physical and spiritual,
which was weirdly and intensely
grounding. I found that they deepened my relationship to both God and
myself, and they gave me a compelling reason to actually show up to
church.” (from Faith & Culture, Jonathan Merritt, April 5, 2018)
From a message given by Reverend Mark Labberton, President of
Fuller Theological Seminary:
“For white evangelicals to embrace
a platform and advocacy that promotes, prioritizes, and defends America above all and over all is to embrace an idolatry that has only ever

proven disastrous. Respect for nationhood, including borders and immigration, the rule of law, both internally
and among the field of nations, are
surely legitimate and defensible values. However, identification with the
use of demeaning rhetoric toward other nations, not least nations of
color that are facing the challenges of poverty and war, is
not only confusing but violating
to the dignity, value, and truth
of the gospel. It is, as well, violating to the people we otherwise claim to see, serve, join, and
love—nations to which, ironically,
American evangelicals annually send
millions of dollars for mission and
evangelism. A legitimate debate about
immigration laws and practices is
surely necessary, as difficult as it may
be. But that debate is distorted if it begins with nationalistic assumptions.”
From John Calvin, on prayer:
“We dig up by prayer the treasures
that were pointed out by the Lord’s
gospel…
“God tolerates even our stammering and pardons our ignorance whenever something inadvertently escapes
us; as indeed without this mercy there
would be no freedom to pray.”
In His Grace,

Phil
Pastor Phil
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JUNE SERMONS: “WITNESS”
A Sermon Series in the Book of Acts continues

June 3

Acts 10

“The Witness Gets Wider”

June 17 Acts 13

“The Witness Hits The Road”

June 24 Acts 15

“The Witness Works It Out”
*****

June 10 John 6:25-40; I Corinthians 11:26 The Lord’s Supper: Proclamation”
(The second in our series of sermons on The Lord’s Supper that will be given
on Communion Sunday over several months.)

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Certain people have had a major impact
on Christian faith over the centuries. We
will learn about some of these important
figures and why they matter. Perhaps
you have heard their names, but would
like to know who they were.

June 24

June 10

Augustine
taught by Pastor Phil

June 17

St. Teresa of Avila
taught by Susan Decker

John Calvin taught by Dave Douglass
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Praise for the marriage of Richard Murphy and Stacey Clarke
on May 5, 2018

*****
Congratulations to Tyler and Jennifer Christensen
on the birth of their son Luke Charles Christensen
and to big sister Cora and big brother Josh!
Luke was born on April 28, 2018.

THE ACTS 4:32 FUND
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.” – Acts 4:32
In the spirit of this verse, MOPC has a fund that is especially for people who
have special financial needs that they find difficult to meet. People within or
from outside of MOPC are eligible for a one-time gift to help pay a bill or meet a
financial obligation.

GIVING IT FORWARD
Consider making a bequest in your Will to MOPC to
make a lasting difference in this church for years to
come.
A bequest is a gift of a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your net worth, a remainder amount
(what’s left after family and other obligations are
met), or specific assets to be given to your church.
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Each month a different elder on our Session is writing on the value of our
church and how we care for it. This month Jim Wright writes.

MOPC is a blessed church that serves the body of Christ
who gather and worship here, the community around us,
and many missions outside the church. I’m amazed at
how the MOPC building is so “well used.” There is hardly
a day or night when the building isn’t being used. There
are men’s and women’s bible studies, committee meetings, choir practices, children and youth ministry meetings. Sundays are always busy with three worship services, Sunday School classes, Chin Christian Church,
and Grace Deaf Community Church, plus various groups
that gather in the afternoon. MOPC also opens its doors
to the community as well. The Mount Olympus Child Care serves about 125
children and their families Monday through Friday. Three AA meetings and a
support group for Parents of Addicted Love Ones meet during the week. The
church is also a place where other groups hold monthly and quarterly meetings.
To me this shows that MOPC is a church that God uses to produce fruit for His
glory. This couldn’t happen without the body of Christ at MOPC that trusts Him
and gives their time, talents and resources to glory of God. The Session and I
want to thank all who give so much of yourselves to MOPC. We know that this
church wouldn’t be able to accomplish God’s purposes without you.
In Christ,
Jim Wight

Jim and Kathy Wight, participated in the
Global 6K Walk for Water (on the left), along
with John and Laura Combe (on the right)
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Why a 6K? Because it’s the average distance that people in developing countries
walk each day for water that is often contaminated with life-threatening diseases.
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KENYA MISSION TEAM

Our adult mission team will head to Nakuru, Kenya from May 30-June 12 to assist in running three different medical clinic projects in rural areas near Nakuru.
They will take a mobile clinic to the area of Solai, which was recently devastated
by torrential flooding that caused a dam break. This disaster resulted in 50
known deaths, with over 200 people still missing, and 2,500 people displaced.
Our mission trip to Kenya comes at this critical time, as they will serve and bring
much needed medical care and supplies. We are praying that their energy
would be multiplied when they care for hundreds of people in need. Please pray
that our team would be marked by the love and unity of the Spirit, and that they
would have just what they need in order to serve. May God go before them.

Kenya Team (from left): Julie Shaheen, Gwen Mitchell, Jessica Baird, Gayle Woolf,
Brittany Johnson, Lori and Mick Jones, Debra Beckett, Bre Cain, Jesse Allen, Gabby
McBride, Nate McBride
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UTAH FOOD BANK
We’re back! Come and join
the MOPC UFB team as we
donate our time in service to
others.
Saturday, June 9th from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Remember to wear close-toed shoes
and young people must be at least 12
years of age to join the team!

CROSSROADS URBAN
CENTER
This
month
Crossroads
needs small juices, but nonperishable snacks of all kinds
are appreciated. Please leave
your donations in the Crossroads box under the information wall in the gathering area.
Thank you for your generosity!

Note from Micah Ngussa, the Founder and Director of the Tanzanian Children’s
Rescue Center:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ of Mt Olympus Church,
We greet you in the name above all the names, the name of Jesus Christ. We
really acknowledge for the gift of $2,700. Thank you so much, may God bless.
We are always humbled to have you as friends who care for us. It is our firm
belief that; This is happening to us by Grace, we do not deserve it.
We appreciate so much for your prayers and support.

In his love, Micah, Happiness & TCRC
Thank you MOPC for your faithful giving, so that we can share the blessings
God gives to us. [This organization received last quarter’s loose coin offerings.]

Page 9

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

June Events

Saturday

1

2

7 pm Rescue
Mission
7 pm AA

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Discipleship
Class
6 pm The Mount
6 :30 pm Chin Church

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study

7 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL
7 pm CM team

4:45 pm St Vincent
de Paul Soup
Kitchen
7:00 pm AA

6:30 pm Chin
Church

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

12:30 pm Staff
7:00 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
6 pm Finance
7 pm Deacons

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm AA

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Sr. Hi gh Camp

Sr .Hi gh Camp
12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

Sr . Hi gh Camp
6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Session

Sr. Hi gh Camp
Jr. High Camp
7 pm Stephen
Ministry

Jr. High Camp
7 am Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm PAL

Jr. High Camp
7 pm AA

Jr. High Camp
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

25

26

27

28

29

30

9 am 345 Service
Camp
12:30 pm Staff
7:00 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
9 am 345 Service
Camp
7 pm Facilities
Team

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Discipleship
Class
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Discipleship
Class
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

24
Jr. High Camp

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Discipleship
Class
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

9 am 345 Service
Camp

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9 am 345 Service
Camp
6:30 pm PAL

9 am 345 Service
Camp
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Our fierce Jr. High youth students battled against three
other local churches last
month for the Gladiator
Games trophy. We compete
with Capitol Church, Risen
Life Church, and Evangelical
Free Church twice a year to
have a fun game night full of
dodgeball,
relays,
and
healthy competition.
MOPC’s Gladiator Game Champs!

THURSDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES
Our Adult Discipleship class, based on the book
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus was so well received,
that the Thursday morning Women’s Bible Study will
use the same DVD and books in a series that will
continue until July 12. Come to the library (Room
202) at 9:30 a.m.
Did you attend the Sunday morning class and have
a book and/or workbook to donate? If so, please
bring it to the church office for use in the Bible Study.
ATTENTION FUND-RAISERS
Anyone who wants to sell something to raise funds for schools or other organizations, or even for causes supported by MOPC must first contact the church
office for approval.
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Many thanks to everyone who helped make
our Share The Love Shindig & Auction event
a wonderful success. We raised approximately $35,000 for upcoming mission efforts and
our “Open That Gate” expansion campaign
for Squatters Hill. We couldn’t do this important service work without our amazing
church family. We are deeply thankful for all
the folks who attended, and those who donated time, resources, items, and finances. Your
contributions not only helped us pull off one
amazing fundraising event, but will help us serve those in need in places near
and far while building the spiritual faith of our students in significant ways.
THANK YOU!
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This June we will say goodbye and congrats to a graduating class of students in
youth ministry, many of whom have been very involved at MOPC during their
junior high and high school years. We were honored to watch these students
grow into remarkable young adults who have learned to know and love Jesus in
their time under our care. We are so proud of each of our graduates and pray
that God blesses them as they take their next step into the big, wide world of
adulthood.
A HUGE congratulations to…
Jessica Baird. Jessica graduates from Skyline High and plans to attend
the Business School at the University of Utah. She will join our Adult Kenya
team in June because she has a strong passion for global service work.

Megan Bertelsen. Megan was a super-senior this year, finishing up her last
few classes of homeschool, while simultaneously taking classes at the University of Utah’s Ballet School concurrent enrollment program. She will enroll fulltime at the U this fall and continue in the Ballet Program, with a teaching emphasis. Megan received a special scholarship to attend.
Kyle Combe. A graduate of Intermountain Christian School, Kyle excelled
in baseball, basketball, and academics. He plans to attend the University of
Utah where he will major in Art with a focus in Ceramics and Education.
Tate Hoefler. After graduating from Park City High School, Tate plans to
attend Montana State University and major in Architecture, while also continuing
his training and competitions in biathlons (cross country skiing and shooting)!
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Continued from the previous page...

Ellie Jensen. Elle will graduate from Skyline High and attend the University of Utah in the fall. She plans to major in International Studies because of her
interest in relief or social work to pursue her passion for caring for those in need
all over the world.
Gabby McBride. After graduating from Skyline High, Gabby plans to attend
the University of Utah and eventually go into Medicine, so she will major/minor
in Biology and Chemistry. Gabby will be on our Adult Kenya team this June because she has a strong passion for global service work.
Ginnie Pohl. Ginnie will graduate from Skyline High with an International
Baccalaureate diploma. She plans to attend Fordham University in New York
City and double major in Neuroscience and Economics. During high school,
Ginnie was heavily involved in music and theatre, but now plans to focus her
energy on figuring out which course of study she’s most interested in next fall.
Emily Zamaro. After graduating from Skyline High, Emily will attend Salt
Lake Community College for the first two years to discover what she would like
to major in before transferring to the University of Utah to finish her degree.

Heading into grownup-land can be a bit daunting so we always remind our students to cling fast to Jesus Christ, for he is the only one who will never let them
down and never let them go. Jesus Christ is where true wisdom can be found,
or as Proverbs 3:5 so beautifully puts it, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make your paths straight.” It is the deep wisdom of God, the truth they will
need to set their lives by, that we hope our students have learned and embraced in their time here as children and teenagers at MOPC.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY GRADUATES
This year we have lots of kids graduating from Children’s Ministry and moving
into youth. This particular group of kids has shared many great experiences of
service, study, and friendship. They have also been a community of support
through such difficult events as death, divorce, and the growing pains that happen in the awkward preteen years. I have seen them laugh and be silly together
and shed tears of pain. I have been truly blessed to share in the lives of these
children. I thank you parents for allowing me the honor. And of course I give a
shout out to the amazing parents who are committed to raising children who
know and trust the Lord as they navigate the twists and turns of life. Thanks to
these kids for brightening my life every week! —Ruth Rudy
The graduates include:
Sophia Adams, Halle Allen, Penni Duzy, Johanna Harbour, Noelle Harbour,
Elsy Hardcastle, Hudson Jones, Zach Judkins, Even Keller, Cate Lee,
Marco Leone, Seth Mascaro, Sophia Molenaar, Anna Reynolds, Katelyn
Reynolds, Teia Rudy, Finn Rutledge, Marcello Stapley, Ivan Wang

JUNE 25-29, 9 AM-3 PM
Service Camp for children leaving 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
is upon us! We have lots of fun service projects and activities planned for this week! Don’t miss out! Go to the
church website to register today!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 9-13, 9 AM- NOON
This is for children age 4 to leaving 5th grade.
Only a few spots are left.
Register today on the church website!
www.mountolympuschurch.com

Solid Rock 345 enjoying the mountains as their end-of-the-year party.
It was a great year!

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Child Development
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Phil Hughes
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jamie White
Matt Cain
Ruth Rudy
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Julie Hessheimer
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: phughes@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2018
Bruce Davidson
Jackie Longmore
Erich Petersen
Jim Wight

Class of 2019
Cathy Dupont
Debbie Mascaro
Bob Piper
Seth Wall

Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2018: Maggie Burgess, Nancy Harper, Wes Keller, Terry Meidinger, Molly Molenaar,
Candy Vila
Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees,
Sher Santaw
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Erin Hackwith, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien

Stephen Ministers
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Bruce Bemis*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan
Metcalf, Judy Davis

