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Kenya Fundraiser Friday, May 18
Details on page 11

6K Walk for Water Saturday, May 19
See page 7

Memorial Day PotBlessed Brunch
Between Services on Sunday
May 27

He has risen!

Office Closed for
Memorial Day
Monday, May 28
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Dear MOPC,
We are halfway through our
“Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus” class
on Sunday mornings. Debbie Penney is the teacher. She spent 10
years in the Middle East, mostly in
Yemen. She currently teaches graduate nursing students at the University of Utah. I asked Debbie about
this study:
In your opinion, what is the
biggest difference between
Islam and Christianity?
The basis of our faith. We
both acknowledge our need as
broken humans. Christianity offers
Christ as the way to be right with
God and have eternal life. Islam offers a system of works and doings
that has no assurance of salvation.
Why should we pay attention
to the story of this book? Why is
it significant?
We are at a critical time in history. Many Muslims have come to the
U.S. either permanently or as students. Many of them have an agenda to convert us. Roughly 70% of
the refugees we have accepted into
Utah have a Muslim background.
They feel discrimination and alienation from the West, and many women have decided to wear the headscarf (hijab) as a means of indicating
that they are not of the West.
American media often creates
fear and casts Muslims in a negative
context. This saddens me because

some of my dearest friends are Muslim and have they have shown me
great kindness. Another reason is that
we will be encountering more Muslims
as time goes on. It is the fastest growing religion in the U.S. During this critical time in history many Muslims
have become disillusioned with
their faith and are seeking God.
Many have come to Christ in
recent years when they discover, as Nabeel [the author] did,
that Islam at its roots is not a
religion of peace. We can be
equipped to come alongside and help
them embrace the Hope of the World.
Is there a quote or story in the
book and this study that you found
was particularly compelling?
I came away with two concepts that if
embraced will guide our whole outlook
regardless of who we encounter on
our journey of faith: 1) Love is our
guide in all we do and say. I have
been discouraged in conversing with
Muslims and know how important it is
to first establish a relationship of
friendship with them before speaking
of my beliefs. I want them to see that
Jesus loves them through me first.
Relationships matter a great deal and
love that sticks through the hard questions and reactions is what will speak
loudest. 2) Every Muslim is different.
We must guard against stereotyping
them. Although it is human to do so, I
Continued on next page
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hope we can see them as individuals just like us with unique personalities and
beliefs.
Anything else I should have asked?
I would briefly outline some broad objectives (what we want to come away
with in this course) as:
 A better understanding of our faith
 Increased confidence to share what we believe
 A love for our fellow humans
 A broader view of God
 A more solid view of what it means to be Muslim for some people
 Increased praise and thanksgiving to God for what we have in Christ
 Eagerness to engage in conversation and/or relationship with Muslim
neighbors.
This class runs through June 3. It is not too late to be a part of it.
In His Grace,

Phil
Pastor Phil

MAY SERMONS: Witness
A Sermon Series in the Book of Acts continues
May 6 The Witness of Stephen
May 20 The Witness Scatters
Pentecost Sunday

Acts 6 and 7
Acts 8:1-40

Special Sermon on May 13: “Remembrance”
Psalm 77:11-12; Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
This will be the first in a series of sermons on the six Communion Sundays during the remainder of the year. Each sermon will focus on one of the many meanings in The Lord’s Supper, in order to help us grow in our understanding and
sharing of The Lord’s Supper
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS
Seeking Allah. Finding Jesus.

How an American Muslim that found Jesus through
his own exploration and discussions with his Christian friend. The sessions help us explore and contrast essential Christian beliefs and perspectives
with those held by many Muslims.
This study continues on Sunday mornings throughout May in Room 501 at 9:45-10:45 a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: WOMEN OF FAITH & ACTION!
This PW season is coming to a close and we will have our Annual
Potluck Salad Luncheon on Tuesday, May 1 in Fellowship Hall.
Ladies, won’t you join us, even if you have not been able to attend
the monthly meetings? All are welcome, this is your Presbyterian
Women’s group! Our guest speaker will be Utah Historian and
friend of PW, Mike Rose! The title of his presentation is “Black
Jack—A Story of Survival of an Eskimo Woman.” Our luncheon starts at 11:30.
Please bring your favorite salad to share. Dessert by Mardi and Pauline; tablecloths by Shirley…come be a doer along with us!

Thursday, May 10 is our last Senior Luncheon for this
season and our guest speaker and friend of SAF will be
Mike Rose, Utah Historian. We look forward to his
presentation every May. Bring a friend and your favorite
dish to share for fun, food, fellowship, and as always a
memorable program! See you here in Fellowship Hall at 12:00 noon for a good
time and a “so-long” for now…Ya’ll come …
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When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not shouting, “I’ve been saved!”
I’m whispering, “I get lost sometimes
That’s why I chose this way”
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I don’t speak with human pride
I’m confessing that I stumble –
needing God to be my guide
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not trying to be strong
I’m professing that I’m weak
and pray for strength to carry on
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not bragging of success
I’m admitting that I’ve failed
and cannot ever pay the debt
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I don’t think I know it all
I submit to my confusion
asking humbly to be taught
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not claiming to be perfect
My flaws are far too visible
but God believes I’m worth it
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I still feel the sting of pain
I have my share of heartache
which is why I seek God’s name
When I say, “I am a Christian”
I do not wish to judge
I have no authority
I only know I’m loved
©1988 Carol Wimmer All Rights Reserved

ATTENTION FUND-RAISERS
Anyone who wants to sell something
to raise funds for schools or other
organizations, or even for causes
supported by MOPC must first contact the church office for approval.

NATIVITY SET
One of the nativity sets that was
loaned to the church for decorating
during Advent and Christmas has not
been claimed by its owner. If it belongs to you, please contact the
church office.

Message from Bruce Bemis:
“A special thank you to the congregation for the many prayers and support and visits and meals and other
favors while I was in the hospital and
recovering at home from a bad
fall right before Thanksgiving. I was
released from home health in the
middle of March and my hip is healing well, but the shoulder needs
more physical therapy which I am
receiving as an out patient twice a
week. I’m still having trouble with
sleep, so my stamina is poor but
hopefully improving.” Bruce Bemis
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A SERVANT SPIRIT
by Bruce Davidson
During Holy Week we were reminded of Jesus’ example of service. He served the disciples the Last Supper, he washed the
disciples’ feet, and the ultimate service of death then resurrection. During the Last Supper, just prior to his crucifixion, Jesus
said, “I no longer call you servants, because servants do not
know the business of the one they serve. But I have called you
friends because I have made known to you everything I have
learned from God.” It is an interesting statement, considering
Jesus’ example. In essence, servanthood comes first, developing a fertile field from which relationships, trust, compassion, understanding,
and friendship grow.
We believe MOPC is a great church that is inviting people to experience Jesus,
and encourages us all to be his passionate followers. The spirit of Christ is tangible here and our church is bearing fruit in many ways. How do we know this?
One example happened several weeks ago during our March Session meeting.
The session and staff were meeting with a group of new members. We were all
asked to introduce ourselves and communicate why we joined or were choosing to join MOPC. Our reasons for choosing MOPC were varied, but could be
grouped into three areas:




The worship experience: wonderful sermons, music, prayers for the people
and the reading of God’s word.
The church coming to life in the Children’s, Youth, Mount and Adult ministries.
The feeling of Family! The ability to develop relationships with people we
can turn to during difficult times. The caring for others at MOPC through
care groups and the Deacon’s ministry.

God gives us this church and we share in its care! We know we are blessed
with an excellent staff! We know we are also blessed with a community of people who are full of the Servant Spirit; sharing their time, talent and financial resources!
The Session would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of
you and to tell you that you are deeply appreciated! 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.
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On Saturday, May 19th, thousands of participants from around the globe will
walk or run 6 kilometers to bring clean water to communities in need. Each participant's $50 registration fee will provide life-changing clean water for one person, so when you participate in the Global 6K for Water you take that 6K distance away from people in need. MOPC will team up with The Point Church
and other local participants in this awesome fundraiser. Why a 6K, and not a
more standard distance (e.g., 5K or 10K)? Because six kilometers is the average distance that people in the developing world walk for water—water that is
often contaminated with life-threatening diseases. Every participant will wear a
unique race bib with the photo of a child who will benefit from clean water and
will go home with a t-shirt and finisher medal. Bring the whole family!
To register/support:
1. Go to www.worldvision6k.org
2. Click on “find a host site” tab
3. Click on “Utah”
4. And then “The Point Church”
5. Each person can then either click on “Join our team” to register to participate in the race or “Support us” to make a donation.
In addition to registering, sign up in the gathering area—we want to know
who’s on our team!
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UTAH FOOD BANK
There is NO scheduled work
day for MOPC this month.
The food bank holds a special
drive/program in May and volunteers are not needed at the
warehouse.
We will resume in June! Thank you
all for all your help thus far and we
will see you in June!

RECYCLING AT MOPC
There have been some
changes with Ace Disposal,
our recycling contractor.
Please follow the updated
guidelines on this chart for
recycling at MOPC. Ace
Disposal will charge us additional fees if any of the
items in the “NO” column
end up in our recycling bin.
The blue containers around
the church are for recyclable materials and not for
garbage.
Note: Our paper coffee
cups and plastic bags are
not recyclable, and items to
be recycled must be loose
and not in plastic bags.

CROSSROADS URBAN
CENTER
This
month
Crossroads
needs pasta and boxed
meals. Also, Non-perishable
snacks of all kinds are appreciated. Please leave your donations in the Crossroads box
under the information wall in the
gathering area. Thank you for your
generosity!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

6:30 pm SR 345
7 pm Youth
7 pm Women’s
Bible Study
7 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 am Men’s
Bible Study
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL
7 pm CM team

7 pm Rescue
Mission
7 pm AA

8

9

10

11

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
6 pm Finance
7 pm Deacons

6:30 pm SR 345
7 pm Youth
7 pm Women’s
Bible Study

13

14

15

16

17

18

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Class
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

12:30 pm Staff
7:00 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Session

6:30 pm SR 345
7 pm Youth
7 pm Women’s
Bible Study
7 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

7 p.m. Kenya
Shindig
7 pm AA

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

12:30 pm Staff
7 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
7 pm Facilities
Team

6:30 pm SR 345
7 pm Youth
7 pm Women’s
Bible Study

7 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

7 pm AA

Sarah Brozek

27

28

29

30

31

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Pot-Blessed
Brunch
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

Memorial Day:
Office Closed
7:00 pm AA

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study

6
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Class
6 pm The Mount
6 :30 pm Chin Church

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Discipleship Class
12:30 pm F.I.S.H.
6 pm The Mount
6:30 pm Chin Church

1

2

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Presbyterian
Women

7

7 am Men’s
9 am sandwich
Bible Study
Making
9:30 Women’s
10 am Church
Bible Study
Women United
12:00 pm SAF 4:45 pm St Vincent de
6:30 pm PAL
Paul Soup Kitchen
7:00 pm AA

7 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm PAL

5

Doug Neville
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

12

Logan Jones
6:30 pm Chin
Church

19
Marissa Miller
Terry Rees
9 am World Vision
Walk For Water
11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

11 am AA
6:30 pm Chin
Church

May
Events
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Volunteer Spotlight: Debbie Graybill
Occupation: Retired. (Worked as an editor at L3
Communications for twenty years, and I was a 2nd
grade teacher in Michigan following college.
Tell us about your Family – I’ve been married to
Chuck for 37 years. We have a son, Tyler who lives in
Seattle with his wife Kasia, and our precious grandson
Charlie. Our daughter Sydney is a kindergarten teacher
in the Granite school district. We are fortunate to be
very close to our extended families on both the Johnson and Graybill sides. We get together annually in Oklahoma or the Midwest for a rousing good time.

Volunteer positions – I served as a deacon at MOPC for six years.
I have volunteered as a Children’s Leader for BSF (Bible Study Fellowship) for
years. It is an in-depth Bible study that invigorates, instills, and blesses me with
His love.
I volunteered in the elementary schools as a tutor for children with reading difficulties.
Why are you a part of children’s ministry? – I truly believe that as a
church member it is my responsibility to give back. I have a natural fondness
for children and feel that one of my strengths is working with them. It is most
important that, as believers, we reach the next generation.
What are your hobbies/pleasures in life? – I love to read – most especially
fiction and historical fiction. Physical activity gives me a sense of well-being and
energy. I enjoy dance, aerobics, walking, and stretching. I’m also a dog lover.
What is your favorite Bible verse and why? - The 23rd Psalm. For me, it
embodies the Lord’s gracious and unending love, His presence amongst us now and forever.
Why would you invite others to volunteer? – It strengthens our church and
sends the important message that we are all part of the body of Christ. The kids
are fun, encouraging, and very well may teach you something you didn’t know!

Page 11

Page 12

Calling all hikers! The weather is
warming up, the snow has melted,
and nature is calling. Join us for
Hike Church the last Saturday of
the summer months beginning in
May. Hike Church is always a
good time to spend in community
as a body, and we break at our
destination for a short devotional.
We will meet at the church at 8:30
a.m. to carpool or get directions to
the trailhead. Specific hike details including distance, elevation gain, and difficulty will be sent out in the One Minute Email two weeks before each hike.
Email Matt Cain at mcain@mtopres.org for further details.

Have you ever wondered what our dignified ministry staff does during
pastoral retreats and conferences? Well, here they are, communing
with God and nature at Mt. Hermon last month.
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Teenagers have tough questions and they want
real answers, even if they’re messy.
A porn star is suing the president; a massive student movement is taking on
gun legislation; climate change is a serious problem; #metoo has blown the lid
off sexual abuse everywhere; and student debt is at an all-time high due to the
skyrocketing costs of continuing education. Teenagers care about these things
and want to talk about how their faith in Christ intersects practically with the
world around them. Yet it is obvious that these types of issues don’t have easy
answers and require holding the tension with students as they grapple with their
place in a broken world. Often, church can be a place where we intentionally
back away from the touchy stuff going on “out there” and instead focus on the
safety and comfort of being “in here.” Students must be taught how to wrestle
with the intersection of faith and culture, and how to work toward redeeming the
broken places by living out the kingdom of God, here and now.
We have been studying the New Testament on Wednesday nights and looking
at the birth of the early church and the spread of Christianity. In Paul’s epistles
he addresses a lot of messy “out there” questions that arose for the young Jesus followers who were trying to live out their faith amidst the pressing issues of
their day. Paul must have wrestled with the difficulty of giving practical advice
on living faithfully when so many of their questions did not have simple, cleancut answers. Yet he did not shy away from the touchy stuff and was willing to
allow it to be messy, likely knowing that his answers might not complete because cultural questions were still being formed. Paul addressed topics such as
sexual dysfunction, the poverty-wealth gap, slavery and racial tension. His writings acknowledge the constant tension of living in the world but holding onto
Christian identity amid persecution and suffering, and advice on living under an
oppressive government. I am constantly blown away by how powerfully the
Spirit worked in Paul’s pastoring and writings to help people hold firm to their
faith while wrestling with the tough questions swirling around them.
Continued on next page
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Our job is the same as Paul’s was 2000 years ago and thankfully we have a rich
New Testament available to help us model this for students. Scripture may not
specifically address what to do about climate change, how involved a Christian
should be with gun violence and mental health reform, or what one should think
about Donald Trump’s sexual exploits—but scripture will point us to Jesus
Christ and folks just like us wrestling with their own culture with wisdom, love,
and faith… and plenty of mistakes and failure too. Our students are living in a
messy culture and they have questions, some of them quite tough, about what it
means to live for Christ and spread God’s love. Thankfully, we can be a church
family that is willing to bring the messy, “out there” stuff right inside here and
teach them what it means to live for Christ in the midst of the mess.

On Resurrection Sunday, the men of MOPC prepared and served a delicious
brunch. Lonnie Baskett was appropriately dressed for the occasion!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May 20:

Last Day of Sunday School until September

June 25-29:

Service Camp for kids leaving grades 3,4 and 5

July 9-13:

Vacation Bible School for kids age 4 to leaving grade 5

August 10-12: Solid Rock Summer Retreat (Open to kids entering grades 3-6)
WEDNESDAYS AT SOLID ROCK 345
May 2: The Sacraments (Communion)
May 9: The Sacraments (Baptism)
May 16: End-of-Year Party
May 23: Serve at Family Promise

FISH (FELLOWSHIP IN SOMEONE’S HOME)
Sunday, May 20 12:30-3:00 p.m.
Host families are needed for this date!
Email Ruth at rrudy@mtorpes.org
STEPPING STONES (KINDERGARTEN-2nd GRADE)
Sunday, April 29 12:30-3:00 p.m.: Fellowship Activity at Olympus Park

Church Staf f
Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Executive Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Director of Youth Ministry
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of The Mount
Treasurer
Director of Child Development
Facilities Manager

Contact Informa tion
Phil Hughes
Jeff Silliman
Sheila Barnish
Emily Piper
Jamie White
Matt Cain
Ruth Rudy
Matt Cain
Jeanne Mehlhoff
Julie Hessheimer
John Mehlhoff

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: (801) 277-2674
Fax: (801) 277-2059
Pastoral Email: phughes@mtopres.org
Exec Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church
Address: 3280 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian

Elders Serving on Session
Class of 2018
Bruce Davidson
Jackie Longmore
Erich Petersen
Jim Wight

Class of 2019
Cathy Dupont
Debbie Mascaro
Bob Piper
Seth Wall

Class of 2020
Brenda Alcorn
Chuck Graybill
Bill Loos
Lori Jones

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE
Board of Deacons
Class of 2018: Maggie Burgess, Nancy Harper, Wes Keller, Terry Meidinger, Molly Molenaar,
Candy Vila
Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees,
Sher Santaw
Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Erin Hackwith, Yoko Nuttal, Anne-Gerrie
Van Hien

Stephen Ministers
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Bruce Bemis*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan
Metcalf, Judy Davis

