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These colorful new panels in our sanctuary were created by Debra Penney. 

Two Sunday Services Resume on July 4! 
Details on Page 9 

 

New Sermon Series & Adult Discipleship Class 
(See pages 3 and 4) 

 

Also in this issue:  
Staff members share summer road trip stories! 
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With summer in full swing (well, maybe ¾ swing, but full com-
pared to last year), the travelling adventures, for many of us, 
are well underway. My family and I are looking forward to doing 
a little camping this summer. Nothing big, just some time away 
together in nature, disconnected from digital technology.  
 
When I was a young adult, like many, I loved road trips. My 
first real road trip was the summer after my senior year in high 
school. The trip included five friends, a mom’s minivan, some 
card games and a huge tub of Red Vines. We drove from 

South Orange County, California north to Yosemite (where we hiked Half Dome) 
and further north to Crater Lake, Oregon (where we jumped off rocks and swam 
in the frigid water). We took the coast on the way back, exploring the Red Woods, 
San Francisco, Big Sur, and Santa Barbara—couch surfing and camping along 
the way. Like any road trip, there were fun times (like playing on the ropes course 
at Yosemite Sierra) and there were hard times (like getting lost and driving two 
hours in the wrong direction).  
 
Road trips are good metaphors for the spiritual life and the soul. Some of the 
most significant stories in the Bible took place during road trips. For example, the 
disciples’ journey along the road to Emmaus, or Paul’s road trip to Damascus. 
For thousands of years, the Jewish people took a pilgrimage to Jerusalem every 
year—an ancient road trip.  
 
Long before Jerusalem became the center of worship and religious life, Moses 
led the Hebrews on a very long road trip—actually, it was an off-road trip—
through the wilderness, to teach them how to live in freedom and as God’s cho-
sen nation.  
 
The book of Exodus begins with the oppression of God’s people, the Hebrews. 
After the death of Joseph, we are told that a new king arose over Egypt and the 
Israelites had grown numerous and powerful. The Egyptians became ruthless 
and enslaved the Hebrew people, and eventually, Pharaoh commanded that eve-
ry male baby born to the Hebrews was to be thrown into the Nile river to die. Out 
of this context, the greatest leader in the Hebrew Bible was born.  
 

Continued on next page 
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Message from Pastor Chris continued 

 
This summer, we will take a bird’s eye view of the epic journey of the Hebrews 
being led by Moses through the wilderness—an epic that reveals the grace and 
power and mercy of God. From the life of Moses, we are forced to consider 
whether the only thing worthy of honor and desire is to become God’s friend. In 
the life of Moses, we see the human spiritual journey on full display. We see our 
own struggles and temptations. We see our need for God. We see what an ad-
venture life is when we trust in the guidance and promises of God.  
 
Hope to see you soon! 
 
Chris 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES BEGINS JULY 18 

July 18: Drawn Out of the Water (Exodus 1:8-11; 15-17; 2:1-6) 
July 25: Drawn Out of the Fire (Exodus 3:1-10)  
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We will begin our monthly luncheons in September. If 
you are a senior seeking some fun, food and fellow-
ship, we are the group for you!  We have a potluck 
lunch in Fellowship Hall at noon on the second Thurs-
day of each month, September through May. There is 
usually a guest speaker and a variety of great food.  
This is a reminder and an invitation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us this summer as we delve in to C.S. Lewis' Mere Christianity. This set of 
radio interviews has been transcribed to lay out the philosophical foundation of 
our faith. We are team teaching this class, so expect a rich array of opinions 
and backgrounds as we work our way through this book. It would be helpful for 
participants to have the book, but not necessary since there will be a video re-
cap each week. The class will run from July 11-Sept 12, and we will be back to 
our original time of 9:45 a.m. both in person (Room 204) and over Zoom. 
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This summer Lillie, my youngest daughter is taking Drivers Ed. My husband, 
Stephen, does most of the driving instruction on practice drives. As we did with  
Maggie and Sophie, our older daughters, we planned a short freeway road trip 
to Layton, Krispy Kream being the final destination. Because Stephen is better 
at teaching driving than I am, I took the back seat. Lillie and Stephen both re-
mained calm during this, her first experience on the freeway, and she did great.  
 
I, on the other hand, was a basket of nerves. First of all, I never sit in the back 
seat where the perspective is different and one I do not enjoy. Secondly, there 
is a lot of construction on the freeways with narrower lanes and many lane 
changes. Also, the speed limit is 70 miles an hour and there was a lot of traffic. I 
prayed throughout this journey: I prayed for Lillie, protection for all of us, for the 
other drivers on the road, for the car, and for Lillie’s safety on future drives. I 
added prayers for our other daughters and protection for them while they drive. 
I can only imagine that my prayers were not unlike the Israelites as they jour-
neyed through the wilderness, working on their faith and trust, but needing to 
pray over and over.         
    -Sheila Barnish, Executive Administrator 

This is a photo of a recent road trip/trail ride that I took with some other mem-
bers of our congregation. Before embarking on this scenic ride in the town of 
Springville and surrounding countryside, like Moses, our leader Dennis Winge 
prayed for our safety. He also thanked God for this unique opportunity for fel-
lowship and enjoyment of His beautiful creation. 

    -Emily Piper, Administrative Assistant 
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SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER! 
 
Beginning this month, there will be a sign-up 
sheet at MOPC for our volunteers. The MOPC 
team is scheduled to work on Saturday, July 10 
from 10 a.m. until 12 noon. Let’s get our team 
together to help those in need. The Utah Food 

Bank  (UFB) distributed 62.5 million pounds of food during 2020 and MOPC 
helped with that!   
 
MOPC volunteers work the second Saturday of each month at 900 West 3150 
South. No open-toed shoes are allowed. Many thanks to Tom Metcalf and his 
granddaughter, Nora, who represented MOPC at the UFB in June.   

MY GREAT FIND AT FORE LAKES 

I was golfing with the church group at Fore Lakes Golf 
Course, which has been a weekly Monday event for me 
for about 40 years. As our group approached the green at 
the second hole, I looked down near the water’s edge and 
glimpsed something unusual. There was a white plastic 
tray that went from the edge of the pond to about 12” 
away from the shore. On that white tray there was a white 
ball.  I’m always glad to find a ball and this one looked 
good. I picked it up….and much to my surprise, the ball had a name on it—JIM 
BAILEY!!!  

Jim and his wife, Vivian, were a well-liked, fun couple! Sweet Vivian passed 
away a few years before Jim passed. But the Christmas after he died, many of 
us received a Christmas card from Jim that he had his kids mail out. Jim want-
ed to have the last laugh!  

Jim always had fun everywhere he went and he made the Christmas card be 
his last hoorah….or was it? I’m guessing that his kids had been at the course 
before us and left his calling card!  I feel like I found a “million dollars” in finding 
the golf ball with his name on it. It makes me smile and brings a few tears in my 
eyes remembering Jim and Vivian.  I was so lucky to have known them both!!!  

      -Kathy Moore 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

7 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10 am Youth 
Hike Church 
7pm Prayer 

Meeting 
7 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

2  

 

7 pm Rescue  
Mission 

8 pm AA 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

4  

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 

Cora Christensen 
 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Worship 

 

5  

 

Office Closed for 
Independence Day 

 
8 pm AA 

6  

 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible 

10 am PW 
7 pm Health 

Team. 
 
 

7  

 

6 pm Skate Church   
7 pm Stephen 

Ministry  
 

 

8  

 

7 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10 am Youth 
Hike Church 

7pm Prayer Mtg 
7 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

9  
 

9:00 Sandwich 
making for 

4:45 St. Vincent 
de Paul Soup 

Kitchen 
8 pm AA 

 

10 
 

10 am Utah Food 
Bank 

11 
 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Discipleship 
9:30 a.m. Mom’s Only 

Parents’ Café 
1 pm Youth Hike Church 

12  

 

9 am VBS 
12:30 p.m. Staff 

8 pm AA 

13  

 

9 am VBS 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible 

7 pm Finance 
7 pm Deacons 

14  
 

9 am VBS 
6 pm Skate Church   

15  

 

9 am VBS 
7 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7pm Prayer Mtg 
7 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

16  
 

9 am VBS 
8 pm AA 

17 
 

18 
 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Discipleship 

19 
 

12:30 p.m. Staff 
8 pm AA 

20 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible 

7 pm  Session  
 

 

21 
 

6 pm Skate Church   
7 pm Stephen 

Ministry 
 
 

22  
 

7 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10 am Youth 
Hike Church 

7pm Prayer Mtg 
7 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

23 
 

8 pm AA 

24 
 

 

25 
 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Discipleship 
 

26 
 

12:30 p.m. Staff 
7:30 Personnel 

Team 
8 pm AA 

27 
 

6:30 am  Men’s 
Bible 

7 pm  Facilities 

28 
 

6 pm Skate Church   

29 
 

7 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10 am Youth 
Hike Church 

7pm Prayer Mtg 
7 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

30 
 

8 pm AA 

 
 

31 
 

July  Events 
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CALLING ALL WOMEN OF MOPC!   
 
Hello Ladies,  
 
We would love to have you join us on Zoom the first Tuesday of 
the month at 10 a.m. We hope to meet face-to-face in Septem-
ber at MOPC, but this is yet to be determined. Our monthly 
Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, July 6, at 10 a.m.  
 

Prayer shawls were recently given to Betty Rider, Jane Murphy, and sent to 
Jann Moreshead.  We await Claudia Mitchell’s address after the loss of Bob.   
 
Mardi Lessey has the MOPC Cookbook underway. This fundraiser will involve 
the whole congregation and will benefit an MOPC-supported charity. Send your 
favorite recipes to mardi-lessey@comcast.net , or place a written copy in the 
basket in the gathering area. The deadline is August 31, 2021. 
 
The PW book clubs on “Me and White Supremacy” have concluded. This book 
is highly recommended as a must read!   
 
Our PW of Utah Fall Gathering is scheduled to be held at Wasatch Presbyterian 
Church.  Mardi will offer our July Horizon’s Bible Study.  We will also learn 
about a church that is practicing “Advocacy and Care” by establishing a Parish 
Nurse!  Won’t you join us on Zoom, Tuesday, July 6 at 10 a.m.? Contact Paul-
ine Forster at rdpf56@gmail.com for more information. 

ATTENTION CHEFS!  Our Presbyterian Women will make 
a cookbook of favorite recipes for their fundraiser this year.  
 
Submit your favorite recipes via email to Mardi Lessey 
(mardi_lessey@comcast.net). Mardi would like to have your 
submissions by August 31. 

mailto:mardi-lessey@comcast.net
mailto:rdpf56@gmail.com
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We will resume two in-person services in 
July: a traditional service at 8:30 a.m. and a 
contemporary service at 11 a.m., which will 
continue to be broadcast on Facebook Live!  
 

Nursery care for infants and Children’s 
Church for kids through 3rd grade will be 
held during the 11 a.m. service. There will 
be no programming for infants or children 
during the 8:30 service. 

The Prayer Shawl  ministry at MOPC had 
an active year and currently needs more shawls. 
All members of our congregation may knit these 
shawls. Pastor Chris blesses the shawls and PW 
members present them to someone in need of 
prayer and blessings. Every prayer shawl we have 
given has  had a unique pattern and/or color.  No 
two were the same!  For more information or directions on making prayer 
shawls, please go to www.prayer shawl ministry.  

The Thursday Evening Women's Bible 
Study started a new study on June 24 at 
7 p.m. We will study Images of the Spirit 
by Intervarsity Press. Each week is a 
stand-alone study, so consistent attend-
ance is not required. We have been 
meeting on Zoom, but may begin meet-
ing in person if everyone is vaccinated. 
If you are interested in joining the group, 
contact Gwen Mitchell. 

http://www.prayer
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One of the most memorable summer road trips that I have been on was a trip 
with Morgan to Eau Claire, Wisconsin. We left Salt Lake City to rendezvous with 
friends in Colorado who were traveling from California on their way to the same 
destination. We were heading to Wisconsin for a music festival put on by two 
musicians that we all enjoyed. We had never been to the Midwest and nothing 
we had experienced could have prepared us for that type of summer heat and 
humidity. We were driving Morgan’s 1998 Honda Civic that didn’t have air con-
ditioning! After we arrived, we camped in the backyard of a lake house, enjoyed 
wonderful music and each other’s company, survived a hurricane force storm, 
and forged many memories on the road together. 
 
In other news, here is a photo of the inaugural SkateChurch gathering. The idea 
behind SkateChurch is that we pull out ramps in our parking lot and allow kids 
from the community to come hang out and skateboard together. It is a great in-
troduction to Mount Olympus Church and a blessing to our community! 
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As we make our way to the middle of summer, Pastor Chris has asked us to 
write about a memorable summer road trip. I've taken many road trips with vari-
ous family members and friends, but one that often comes to mind is a trip I 
took with several girlfriends the day after our high school graduation. There 
were six of us, divided between two cars. We left SLC early in the morning, 
headed to Balboa Island, California, where we planned to spend a long week-
end.  
 
Over an hour outside of Las Vegas, in 95+ degree weather, my car engine start-
ed overheating. After many phone calls back and forth to parents, we decided to 
continue on to Vegas to have the car fixed. As many of you know, when your 
engine starts to overheat the best thing to do is turn off the AC and turn the heat 
on high. I felt responsible because it was my car that was causing problems, 
and worried that this might ruin our first solo (aka no parents) road trip, but we 
had no choice; we rolled down the windows and blasted the heater.  Worrying 
about the fate of our trip, I looked over at my friends. The car CD player was 
turned up, they had their eyes closed because of the wind and dust blowing in 
from the windows, and with big smiles on their faces, they were belting out the 
lyrics to, The Chicks "Wide Open Spaces." An overheating car, in summer, in 
Nevada, at the start of a long road trip, was no damper on the joy we all felt just 
to be "grown up" and going on a trip together!  It was an adventure and we were 
happy to be there. 

The Medical Professionals on our Health Team  
encourage MOPC members to be vaccinated! 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 
 

Office Hours during Covid Quarantine:   
        Mon - Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class 2023 
Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus 
Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill Mindy deHoll 
Richard Murphy Debra Penney Dan Shelly 
Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight Jon Woods 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Katie Anderson, Jackie Longmore, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


