
Rev. Dr. Belden Lane will be our teacher for the Men’s Retreat this year. Belden Lane 
is a storyteller, wilderness backpacker, and Presbyterian minister who taught theology 
with the Jesuits at Saint Louis University for many years. He’s also been active in the 
work of Illuman, a gathering of men influenced by Fr. Richard Rohr. His books include 
The Solace of Fierce Landscapes, Backpacking with the Saints, and The Great 
Conversation: Nature and the Care of the Soul. 
 

Theme: “Ravished by God’s Beauty” 
On this retreat we’ll be using storytelling and poetry, desert hiking, and contemplative practice in exploring 
how a wilderness landscape awakens a desire for what we long for most. 
Presentations will include the following:   

• The Great Conversation and the Teaching Office of Trees 

• Wilderness, Storytelling, and the Power of Place  

• Lectio Divina: Reading God’s Green and Brown Scripture 

• Ignatius Loyola: Entering the Dark Cave of One’s Life 
 



Registration will be online only beginning Monday, February 6 through 
February 26 on a first-come, first-serve basis. Beds will fill up quickly! 

Aspen Ray Lodge is a secluded property in Price, UT. It is surrounded by mountains and 
has views of Pinnacle Peak. The location boasts beautiful sunsets and no light pollution 
for stargazing at night. It is equipped with a hot tube, a foosball and pool table, a game 
room, a basketball and volleyball court, and horseshoes, as well as two fireplaces. The 
surrounding area is filled with many outdoor recreation opportunities. Nearby state 
and national parks include Nine Mile Canyon, San Rafael Swell, Goblin Valley, Green 
River, and more. 

Our Lodging… 

The lodge has 27 beds. Sizes vary from twin to king size, many being bunk beds. There is 
also an option for you to bring your own air mattress/mat to sleep on the floor or bring 
a travel trailer/RV at a discounted rate. There are six bedrooms and six bathrooms. The 
lodge has a large, fully equipped kitchen with a substantial dining space, as well as a 
BBQ, and two spacious gathering areas. 

Tentative Retreat Schedule 

Friday                                                     
 3pm-6pm: Arrival and Check-in       
 6pm-7pm: Dinner Together      
 7pm-9pm: Worship, Teaching + The Way of Council  

Saturday                                     
 8am-9am: Breakfast       
 9am-10:30am: Worship + Teaching.                            
 10:30am-4pm: Optional Activities See Below (lunch on own)  
 6pm-7pm: Dinner Together      
 7pm-9pm: Worship, Teaching + The Way of Council 

Sunday                                      
 7am-9am: Breakfast (self-serve)      
 9am-10:30am: Worship, Teaching + Communion    
 11am: Closing and Check-out       

Saturday Activity Options:  

• Mountain Biking: Wood Hill Trail System, Country Club trail  

• Road Cycling 

• Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry 

• Nine Mile Canyon, Wedge Overlook, Buckhorn Draw – Pictographs and petroglyph, 

canyoneering   

• Huntington Eccles Canyon National Scenic Byway 

• USU Eastern Prehistoric Museum 

• Helper – Western mining and railroad museum, sport climbing, the Spring Canyon 

Trail  

• Fly fishing and birding 



Online registration begins at 9 a.m., Monday, February 6, on the church website: 
www.mountolympuschurch.com 

Retreat Pricing Options (All options include meals and programming for the weekend.) 
 
$155 A double, queen, or king bed. (7 Spots Available) 
$145 Twin bed or bunk bed. (20 Spots Available) 
$100 Sleeping on the floor with an air mattress/mat or in a trailer/RV provided by you. 

 
Please consider contributing to the Men’s Retreat Scholarship Fund; the more, the merrier! We know many 
folks may skip this amazing weekend if they can’t afford it; we count on those with more to help out. Thanks 

so much in advance! 
 

*If you are in need of scholarship assistance, please contact John Terrion at jandk@xmission.com. 
 

For questions regarding registration, rooms, and lodging options, contact Sheila Barnish at sbarnish@mtopres.org. 
 

A non-refundable deposit of $50 will be due upon sign-up to secure your spot,  
with the remaining balance due at the opening of the retreat. 
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