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The Adult Discipleship Class is currently doing a study of Ephesians.  
Each week it will follow Pastor Chris’ text from his sermons. Class is held in 
room 501 on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. This class is no longer held on Zoom.  

In this Edition: 

Message from Pastor Chris 

Page 2 

May Sermons 

Page 4 

Update on Global Missions 

Page 5 

Presbyterian Women 

Page 8 

Children’s Ministry Helpers 

Page 10 



 Page 2 

For the next month and a half, we will be studying Paul’s Let-
ter to the Church in Ephesus. This series will be coupled with 
a deeper dive into the text during the 9:45 Adult Discipleship 
hour. The series is called “ONE: Finding harmony in a hostile 
world.”  
  
Ephesians is a book that embodies so many different issues 
that are relevant for Christians today. Chapter 1 of Ephesians 
begins with gratitude. Paul is noticing what God is doing in 
light of the resurrection of Jesus, and he’s noticing faithful re-
sponses among the Ephesians. He thanks God for that. He’s 

grateful for what God is doing. He’s grateful for their responses. That awareness 
is there. He’s also aware of their wounds. He’s aware of the hurt they’re dealing 
with and the challenges they’re facing. And all of that comes into play in this let-
ter.  
  
Part of Paul’s prayer in that first chapter is that the Ephesians will have power, 
but it’s not a power to make other people do what you want them to do. That’s 
more of a modernist understanding of power. But it’s the power to reflect on as-
sumptions, to reflect on experiences, and to engage with what God is doing in 
that context. And that does take power. He says it’s like the power that raised 
Christ from the dead. That’s the power that lets us be the embodiment of the 
gospel in a particular context.  
  
Thus, in chapter 1, he provides his thesis, the foundation for the entire letter. It’s 
in verse 10. He says, “This is what God planned for the climax of all times: to 
bring all things together in Christ, the things in heaven along with the things on 
earth.” This has everything to do with living in light of the Easter story. It’s all 
about the resurrection. So, it’s fitting that we would engage this letter in this sea-
son of Easter.   
  

Paul is claiming that the resurrection of Jesus means that God has and is bring-
ing all things together “in Christ.” So, as you look at what’s going on with our 
neighbors, what’s going on in our own lives and our church, the question then 
becomes, what does this have to do with God bringing all things together in 
Christ? This, then, becomes the backbone of the book. The call on our lives is to 
participate in God bringing all things together in Jesus Christ. How that gets ex-
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pressed in a particular church and in particular lives—that varies depending on 
what God is up to in that particular context.  
  
Certain things need to be active in any church for us to discern that calling. 
That’s much of what chapter 4 is about. First is the issue of unity. Paul’s not let-
ting go of that—that our love for each other, our collaboration, our learning from 
each other, and our treating each other as subjects are right at the core of being 
the body of Christ. The rest of the book then expands on this. It deals with fami-
ly life and economics, and jobs. How do we deal with the fact that there are oth-
er forces in the world that are trying to shape us? And all of those matter.   
 
Paul has these challenges in mind when he pronounces a blessing at the end of 
chapter 3, where he says, “This is why I kneel before the Father. Every ethnic 
group in heaven or on earth is recognized by him. I ask that he strengthen you 
and your inner selves from the riches of his glory through the Spirit. I ask that 
Christ will live in your hearts through faith. As a result of having strong roots in 
love, I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s width and length, height 
and depth, together with all believers. I ask that you’ll know the love of Christ 
that is beyond knowledge so that you will be filled entirely with the fullness of 
God.”  
  
So, that’s the blessing that Paul brings to us. That as we’re in the midst of dis-
cerning what God is doing among us, responding in an action-reflection mode, 
as we treat each other with love, as we engage our neighbors knowing that God 
is ahead of us, that’s where we live as the body of Christ in the midst of the 
Spirit’s engagement with us on the ground. This amazing letter shows us ways 
to live practically, theologically right where we are.  

 
    Pastor Chris 

 

Thank you to the men of MOPC for providing brunch on Easter Sunday.  
The goodwill offering will be donated to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for 
disaster relief in Ukraine. 
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The Thursday evening women's Bible study group is 
exploring Parables by Intervarsity Press. These are 
simple, thought-provoking lessons that are self-
contained, so regular attendance is not needed. 
The group is now meeting in person at the church 
each week in room 204. 

MAY SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 

5/1 Seating Arrangements Ephesians 2:1-10 

5/8 One New Humanity Ephesians 2:11-22 

5/15 Four-Dimensional Love Ephesians 3:14-21 

5/22 Unity Through Maturity Ephesians 4:1-16 

5/29 Serenity Beyond Prayer Ephesians 4:17-5:1 
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News from the Field 
 
The old term ‘mission field’ has been used to de-
scribe God’s work in remote places that seem almost 
unreachable in our thinking. But the lives of those 
called by God to work outside the comforts of their 
own language and culture are not so different than 
our own. Supporting those ‘in the field’ is really no dif-
ferent than the support we give each other when life’s 
struggles appear. Craig and Abi are in the ‘field’ of 
South East Asia. There, they have learned the local 
language, and have made friends with their neighbors. They were in the U.S. 
during the beginning of the pandemic to give birth to twins. One of the twins 
survived. Since returning in 2021 to the ‘field’, they have had another baby girl. 
Abi is finding her way as a mother with two young girls who get plenty of atten-
tion from the neighbors. We are grateful that mom and baby have recently re-
covered from lingering Covid symptoms and the family is ready to engage in a 
creative way to remain in the country. Since this country doesn’t allow overt 
Christian missionaries, they need to find a creative way to be employed to le-
gally remain in the country (this is called creative access). They need our pray-
er as they look for a new place to settle among people who have no Bible in 
their language and no group of believers yet. Abi finds it daunting to consider 
moving and re-establishing the family and finding good housing. They will also 
need God’s grace in getting permission to stay longer in the country. We write 
this so that you can join us in prayer for Abi and Craig and the girls.  
Thank you. 

—Debbie Penney for Global Missions Team  

World Vision “6K for Water”: MOPC will join First Presbyterian in a World  
Vision “6K for Water” walk/run on Saturday, May 21. The 6K will begin at First 
Presbyterian Church (12 C Street, Salt Lake City) at 10 a.m. The 6K will be 
along a pre-planned route that is approximately 3.7 miles. This is the average 
distance many in the world have to walk to retrieve drinking water.  
Individuals and families can register or donate on the World Vision team site:  
https://global6k.worldvision.org/index.cfm?
fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=34685.  
Registration is $50/adult and $25/child. All proceeds of the event will go toward 
bringing clean water to children and communities in need across the globe.  
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VOLUNTEER on May 14 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

Volunteers have been very few lately. We hope 
you are still interested in this vital ministry to 
those in need. Sign up in the gathering area to 
volunteer. Come along and help our MOPC 
Team to grow and help those who are less fortu-

nate! Children 6+ are welcome with a parent. As the weather warms up, please 
remember, no opened toe shoes are allowed for your safety! We hope to have a 
nice group on Saturday, May 14 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  

Every second Friday 
of the month, volun-
teers from MOPC 
help serve our com-
munity by giving their 
time to assist St. Vin-
cent de Paul in 

providing food to those in need. On 
these Fridays, at 9:30 a.m. a group 
gathers in the MOPC kitchen to pre-
pare sandwiches to be delivered. 
Also, at 4:45 p.m., MOPC volun-
teers by serving meals at the St. 
Vincent de Paul soup kitchen.  If 
this is something you would like to 
participate in please sign up in the 
gathering area or contact the church 
for more information. The next op-
portunity to help will be Friday, May 
13th. 

 

Food donations for Crossroads may be dropped off in the 
wagon in the gathering area. We are looking for volunteers 
to delivering the food to Crossroads two or three times a 
year. Contact Nancy Petersen for more information. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Discipleship 
for all ages 

2 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

    3 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
10 am PW 

7 pm Adult Min. 

4 

 
1pm Chronic Con.  

7 pm Youth   
345 Sm Group 

7 pm Stephen Min 

5 

 
7 am Men Bible 

9:30 Women Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

6 

 
7 pm Rescue 

Mission 
8 pm AA 

7 
  

11 am AA 

    8 

 

8:30 & 11 am  

Worship 

9:45 Discipleship 
for all ages 

9 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

10 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm Finance  

7 pm Deacons 
 

11 

 
7 pm Youth   

345 Sm Group 
 

12 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 Women Bible 

7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

13 

 
9:30 am Sand-

wich Making 
4:45 Soup 

Kitchen 
8 pm AA 

14 
 

10 am Utah 
Food Bank 
11 am AA 

15 

 
8:30 & 11 am  

Worship 
9:45 Discipleship 

for all ages 
 
 
 

16 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

17 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
7 pm Session 

18 
 

7 pm Youth   
345 Sm Group 

7 pm Stephen Min 

 

19 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 Women Bible 

7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

20 

 
8 pm AA 

21 
 

11 am AA 

22 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Discipleship 
for all ages 

 
 
 

 

23 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 
 
 
 

24 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Facilities 

25 
 

7 pm Youth   
345 Sm Group 

 

26 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 Women Bible 

7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

  
 

27 
 

8 pm AA 

28 
 

11 am AA 

 

29 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Discipleship 
for all ages 

30 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

 
8 pm AA 

31 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 
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 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 

Next PW Meeting: May 3, 2022 at 10 a.m. 
 
“May I join you?” 
Yes, you certainly may, and bring along a friend too! 

Our MOPC Monthly PW meeting on May 3rd will be on 
Zoom. Look for the link from Betty Merritt, Sheila Barnish, 
or Mardi Lessey. If you do not receive it, contact the church 
office to get your name on the PW list. 

Carol Day, Candy Vila, and Pauline Forster are excited to 
share their experiences from the Spring Gathering in Cedar 

City. It was in person, imagine that!! 

Last month we purchased 15 round table cloths for our MOPC supply. They will 
soon replace and/or be incorporated with our pantry supply (grey file cabinet). 

We look forward to our Summer Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Rocky 
Mountain Synod (that’s us) in Heber City – July 16-17, 2022.  Deadline to regis-
ter is June 15, 2022. Materials are in the PW slot on the gathering area wall or 
contact carolanneday@gmail.com. 

In February 2022 we suffered the loss of our PW Sister in Christ, Vivian Hadley.  
She has left us much to live up to – her many prayer shawls, her quick memory 
that helped recall previous PW projects through the years, her ready smile, her 
Bazaar Bean Soup, and her knowledge of a variety of facts. Her twinkle in her 
eyes. A true treasure. 

We were saddened by the loss of our PW Sister in Christ, Carol Ogden, in April 
2022. Carol will be sorely missed. Her sense of humor was so sharp and quick.  
Her willing hands always busy with needlework or Bazaar projects.  She has 
touched our lives and left us with many memories. We will miss her quick witted 
short and to the point Salt Lake Tribune articles. God has surely gained two 
new angels. 

Carol Day will continue our Bible Study. Hopefully, we will have Pastor Chris 
bless our newest Prayer Shawls on Zoom at our May 3rd meeting. 

Come, “be ye Doers” with us. 
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This school year has been such an awesome time of returning to a somewhat 
normal time with the youth group. At the beginning of the year we met in the 
youth rooms for the first time in a year and a half and now, with declining cases, 
masks are now optional and this means that we see the bottom half of each oth-
ers faces! It’s crazy to think that we haven’t seen the bottom half of each others 
faces in a very long time and for those who are newer to the youth group, for  
the first time! Ha! 
 
We look forward to the service projects, 
hikes, pool parties and more this summer 
that we have planned and we celebrate 
another awesome (school) year in which 
God has blessed us and has helped us 
bond together! 
 
-Jared McClure (Director of Youth Ministry)  



This month I want to give a huge shout out to Halle Allen, Brooke Jones, Abby 
Pritchett, and Lillie Barnish.  These four young ladies, working independently or 
alongside adult volunteers, make it possible for MOPC to provide amazing min-
istry to our preschool age children.  Halle, Brooke, Abby and Lillie are mature, 
responsible, loving, patient, energetic, reliable, and kind.  MOPC would not be 
able to provide such consistent and positive classes for our little ones, without 
these four.  I could sing their praises all day and feel incredibly blessed to be 
able to do ministry alongside of them!  
 

-Jen Christensen (Director of Children's Ministry)  
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            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Sarah Brozek  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours:   
Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec. Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: sbrozek@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2022 Class 2023 Class of 2024 
Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus Brian Babb 
Mike Magill Mindy deHoll Jim Cobb 
Debra Penney Dan Shelly Paige Frame 
Kathy Wight Jon Woods Carlee Johnson 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2022: Mariko Hanabusa, Nancy Harper, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Abby Duzy, Katie Grover, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
Class of 2024: Jill Baskett, Karen Bren, Marina Collins, Sheridan Metcalf, Lorie Seeger,  
  Karen Spackman 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


