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We will be holding an Introduction to MOPC class on March 18th.  
If you are interested in learning more about our church and considering becoming a 

member, this class is for you. Turn to page two to read more information 
from Pastor Chis about this opportunity. 
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Should I Become a Member  
of Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church?  
 

Do you know the difference between an audience and a congre-
gation? An audience is a group of passive observers, and a con-
gregation is a group of meaningful participants. Members of a 
congregation are deeply committed and have a sense of owner-
ship and partnership. While an audience member can benefit from 
proximity to a congregation, the Bible speaks of conversion to 
Christ as “the Lord adding to the church” (Acts 2:47). 

 

Did the early Christians officially join local churches? Were they formal members of 
congregations? Or were they merely informal attendees? It’s a bit hard to know 
whether people in the early church had a membership class to attend, but what we 
do know is that kollao-, the Greek word for join, has clear connotations of commit-
ment. The same word is used to speak of intimate relationships (Genesis 2:24) and 
joining to the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:17). 
 

Membership in a church is not like membership in other organizations. Attending 
church is not like attending a meeting of a club. In those cases, members are con-
sumers and the audience for which the organization exists to serve. The Church is 
completely different—membership means ministry and service, going from being a 
consumer to becoming a provider of God’s love and care to others. In fact, the 
Church is the only organization that does not exist for its members. At Mount Olym-
pus, we take seriously that we are a church not for ourselves, but for others. 
 

Here are a few Biblical reasons to consider joining Mount Olympus: 
 

1. You are not ashamed to identify with Christ or His people (Mark 8:38) 
2. You want to stop being an independent Christian (Matthew 18:15-17, Hebrews 

13:17) 
3. You wish to participate in a stronger, more unified effort of God’s people 

(Ephesians 4) 
4. You have greater opportunities to use spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12) 
5. You want to openly demonstrate the reality of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 

12:27) 
6. You want to encourage new believers to make a commitment to the local body 

(Hebrews 10:24) 
 

To be a member of a church is to make a public promise to live according to the 
Word and to support the work of the congregation. The Bible calls this a covenant. 
Every believer is part of the church as an organism (the Spiritual Body of Christ), 
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but only via a public promise can you be part of the church as an organization. 
According to the Bible, a public promise, or covenant, is the basis for all society: 
marriage, employment, citizenship, church membership, friendship, etc., are all 
relationships of accountability. 
 

Even more, the Bible says church leaders are accountable for the souls of their 
flock (Hebrews 13:17). Therefore, early Christian leaders must have had a for-
mal list of believers, a spreadsheet of members’ contact info, a church directory 
of sorts. 
 

At the same time, believers have the benefit of being accountable to spiritual 
leaders and of being under spiritual leaders’ care. MOPC officers are accounta-
ble for members, and members surely enjoy the privilege of being cared for. He-
brews 13:17 says believers must “obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls.” This assumes a formal bond between 
believers and their Christian leaders. 
 

Perhaps you are thinking, “I am accountable only to God.” True, only God has 
ultimate authority over you. But the doctrine of sin cautions us not to make our-
selves sole judges over our own hearts. “The heart is deceitful above all things 
and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) 
 

Another benefit of church membership is having a voice in shaping ministry. 
MOPC members choose officers and guide the direction of our congregation. 
Officers are elected (Acts 6:1-6) by “the people.” Formal membership entitles 
you to be involved in the government of our church as a voting member of our 
congregation. While congregational meetings are open to anyone who wants to 
attend, only members may pass resolutions, vote for changes to MOPC’s by-
laws, or nominate and elect officers. 
 

Membership privileges may also include priority in pastoral and private counsel-
ing, church ceremonies like marriage, and opportunities to serve as church of-
ficers. Best of all for our growing number of parents, MOPC members may bap-
tize their infant children into the covenant family. 
 

Still, what if you chose to not become a formal member? Well, if you decide to 
stay involved with MOPC without membership, there will be no effort to pres-
sure you into joining. Do not join unless you are ready to be committed! A bro-
ken promise is worse than no promise at all. 
 

We believe membership at MOPC is a privilege. It is not required for participa-
tion in church activities, though it is a way for you to be involved as a participant 
and not merely as an attendee. We encourage you to join our covenant family, 



but we do not intend to exclude anyone from family activities if he or she choos-
es not to pursue formal membership. Non-members may worship with us, attend 
meetings on the church’s future, be active in a small group or other ministries, 
etc. But while many regular attendees have been quite active in our church with-
out a membership commitment, there is a big difference between serving an or-
ganization and being the organization. An added benefit to attending the class 
will be the friendships that will be forged as you make this commitment together.  
 

So how do you move toward formal membership? The first step is the member-
ship class, Introduction to MOPC. This class will take place on March 18 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch will be provided. If following the class, you would like to 
join the church, you will attend the Session meeting on March 21 for dinner with 
the elders and staff, and then you will be received in worship on March 26 with a 
public affirmation of Christ and a commitment to rise from the audience to step 
onstage as a formal member of Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

 
 

Pastor Chris 
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
 

After studying the book of Jonah and Nineveh’s re-
pentant response to Jonah’s proclamation of God’s 
warning of destruction, the Adult Discipleship Class 
will move to Nahum, the second book of prophecy 
focused on that city. 
 
“Woe to the bloody city!” Nahum cries (3:1). Nineveh, 

the capital of the brutal Assyrian Empire, has been targeted for judgment by 
God Himself, who will “throw filth at you and treat you with contempt and make 
you a spectacle” for sins of idolatry and cruelty. 
 
Nahum's prophecy is fulfilled when the Babylonian Empire overruns Nineveh in 
612 BC. 
 
In April, the class will begin a survey of the Old Testament based on material 
from What the Bible Is All About by Henrietta Mears. Watch for books to pur-
chase in the gathering area and our classroom. 



Page 5  

MARCH SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 

3/5 5,000 Guests and Not Enough Food Luke 9:10-17  

3/12 Choosing the Better Part Luke 10:38-42  

3/19 Lunch with a Pharisee Luke 11:37-54  

3/26 Breaking Bread, Kingdom Values Luke 14:1-3, 7-8a, 15-18a  

WELCOME BRANDON GENTRY! 
 
We are excited to welcome Brandon Gentry as our new 
Facilities Manager when John Mehlhoff retires on March 
2nd. Brandon has years of experience in construction 
and maintenance. He has eagerly jumped into learning 
the ropes with John in the last couple of weeks and isn’t 
afraid to take on any job. As you can see in this photo. 
We are thankful for this new addition to our staff. Be 
sure to say hi if you see Brandon around the building 
during the week. 
  
THANK YOU JOHN! After serving as the facilities man-
ager for 20 years, John Mehlhoff is taking a well-
deserved retirement from his position at MOPC. We will 
miss hearing John’s jokes daily, but we wish him all the 
best in his retirement! 



This season I’ve been thinking a lot about renewal. I know it’s still 
cold out, but spring is on its way, and with it, Easter Sunday. The 
curious thing about the seasons is how the cycle of death and 
resurrection is built into the fabric of how our world works. We 
watch things die, and soon new life takes its place—the way of 
Christ, recurring each year. I can’t get over that. It’s both incredi-
bly challenging and stubbornly hopeful simultaneously.  
 

Lent is a good time to wrestle with the challenging parts. It’s the 
Christian season in which we prepare our hearts for the death 

and resurrection of Christ. It’s also the season in which we’re turned inward and 
invited to sacrifice our own will so that Christ’s will may live in and through us.  
 

To that end, many Christians take up the practice of “giving something up” for 
Lent. The purpose is not to stay away from chocolate to lose weight or give up Fa-
cebook, so we have more time for the other 200 things on our to-do lists. The pur-
pose is to remind ourselves that it’s not the things of this world that sustain us and 
give us life, no matter how much we might lean on them. We are no more than 
dust, and “to dust we shall return” (cf. Gen 3:19). It’s God himself that gives us 
hope of new life after death, of resurrection life in Christ. But that kind of surren-
der—of our wills, desires, habits, distractions, and even fears—is hard. It takes 
intention, humility, and practice. Thanks be to God that we have a good model for 
how to do it, as well as a promise of what springs up in its wake. What have you 
been putting your hope and your time into that God may be calling you to set 
aside for this season so that you can deepen your trust in him?  
 

In the spirit of renewal and resurrection hope, we’re also thinking about our rela-
tionships and marriages here at MOPC. Even the best of relationships need inten-
tional time for replenishment. So, following Easter, we’ll offer The Marriage 
Course to couples of all ages and stages. This is a 7-week course with video les-
sons, discussions, and “date night” style meals that will give couples a chance to 
reflect and connect. More information can be found at themarriagecourse.org. 
Please keep an eye out for details and signups later this month. 
 

May God challenge and bless you richly this season!    
 
Grace and peace,  

 
 
 
 

  Pastor Bre 
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http://www.themarriagecourse.org
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 
 

“March winds doth blow and we shall have snow”.. 
No matter, off to MOPC Presbyterian Women Meeting I go! 

Come along on Tuesday, March 7 at 9:30 a.m. for light refresh-
ments with the meeting beginning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall at MOPC. Fourteen ladies joined us for February brunch as 
we discussed the book “Call Me A Woman”. On March 7 we will 
have our very own Bethany Jones who will tell about her posi-

tion with the International Rescue Committee. You won’t want to miss this op-
portunity to hear Bethany and learn what this organization does to help others. 

Our Presbyterian Women of Utah Spring Gathering will be local at Wasatch 
Presbyterian Church on Friday and Saturday, April 21 & 22, 2023. More infor-
mation to follow in an upcoming flyer. I hope we have a great representation of 
MOPC PW since it is close by. The gathering will be in person and includes Fri-
day dinner and Saturday lunch. Come and spend time with women from all over 
Utah for a great, lasting experience! In the meantime, join us Tuesday, March 7 
at 9:30 at MOPC for our monthly meeting…see you there!!       - Pauline Forster 

KENYA MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 

A silent auction for the short-term Kenya mission trip in June will be held Sun-
day mornings, March 19 and 26. The focus of the trip is working with the staff at 
the ByGrace children's schools. Our mission team consists of 44 individuals, 
including 16 youths. The team will focus on VBS for ByGrace children, a five-
day medical clinic, and mentoring high school and college-age youth. The      
ByGrace mission serves about 350 primary-aged children, 100 high school stu-
dents, and another large group of children in the Mathare slum area of Nairobi.  

The mission team seeks to raise $20,000 to purchase solar panels and medical 
supplies. The solar panels will be installed on the ByGrace children's home and 
the secondary school at the mission. ByGrace is seeking sustainability in its 
mission. Solar panels will be purchased in Kenya and installed by local techni-
cians.  

The silent auction will include homemade quilts and pillows made by Mardi   
Lessey, original artwork by MOPC artists, and two tickets to the musical perfor-
mance of Les Miz at the Eccles Theatre. We hope you will participate in this  
silent auction to support our mission efforts in Kenya.  
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Saturday, March 11, from 10 a.m. to noon is our 
MOPC Team’s helping time at the Utah Food 
Bank, 3150 S 900 W. Won’t you consider sup-
porting our fellow Utahns? Children 6+ are wel-
come with a parent! See you there! 

Every second Friday of the month, volunteers from MOPC help 
serve our community by giving their time to assist St. Vincent 
de Paul in providing food to those in need. On these Fridays, at 
9 a.m., a group gathers in the MOPC kitchen to prepare sand-
wiches to be delivered. Also, at 4:30 p.m., MOPC volunteers by 
serving meals at the St. Vincent de Paul soup kitchen. If you 
want to participate in this, please sign up in the gathering area 
or contact the church for more information. The next opportuni-
ty to help will be Friday, March 10. 

Food donations for Crossroads may be dropped 
off in the wagon in the gathering area. We are 
looking for volunteers to deliver the food to Cross-
roads two or three times a year. Contact Nancy 
Petersen for more information. 

“Croatia calls, and I must go…” Have you had a longing to 
bike along the picturesque roads of Croatia? Well, here is 
your chance. Come along on a beautiful bike tour with the 
MOPC Bike Team, narrated by Lonnie Baskett, on Thursday, 
March 9, at noon in the Fellowship Hall for our potluck lunch-
eon and then to the sanctuary for this trip of a lifetime! Come 
one, come all; we are traveling far and comfortably! Join us.  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

1 pm Chronic 
Conditions 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Groups 

7 pm Stephen 
Min 

2 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
6:30 pm PAL Meeting  
7 pm Women Bible  

 

3 
 

7 pm Rescue 
Mission 

7 pm AA 

4 
 

11 am AA 

 

5 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

 

6 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm AA 

7 
 

6:30 am Men Bible  
9:30 am PW  

Meeting 
 

8 
 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Group 

 

9 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
12 pm Adult Fellow-

ship Luncheon 
7 pm Women Bible  

 

10 
 

9 am Sandwich 
Making 

4:30 pm Soup 
Kitchen 

7 pm AA 

11 
 

10 am Utah 
Food Bank 
11 am AA 

  

12 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

13 

 
12:30 pm Staff 

7 pm AA 

14 
 

6:30 am Men Bible  
6:30 pm Finance 
7 pm Deacons  

 

15 
 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Group 
7 pm Stephen 

Min 

16 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
6:30 pm PAL Meeting  
7 pm Women Bible  

 

 

17 
 

7 pm AA 

18 
 

9 am Intro To 
MOPC Class 

11 am AA 
 

19 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

Silent Auction 
11 am Worship 

20 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm AA 

21 
 

6:30 am Men Bible  
7 pm Session 

 

22 
 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Group 

23 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  

 

24 
 

7 pm AA 

25 
 

11 am AA 

26 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

Silent Auction 
11 am Worship 

27 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm AA 

 

28 
 

6:30 am Men Bible 
7 pm Facilities 
7:30 pm Adult 

Ministry Meeting 
 

29 
 

30 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  

 
 

31 
 

7 pm AA 
 

 

Page 9  



INCOMING ELDERS 
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Shauna Huston was born in Salt Lake City and has lived 
here most of her life. She and her husband, Tony, will cele-
brate 37 years of marriage this year and are parents to two 
grown men, Riley and Brady. Riley and his new husband, Mi-
chael, just moved to Salt Lake with their two grand-cats, Billie 
& Rosa. Shauna and Tony couldn't be more thrilled to have 
them close by. Brady, and his fiancé, Katie, will be married in 
May. They live in Sugarhouse, are busy in their careers, and 
are parents to Huston’s third grand-cat, Princess Fiona. 
Shauna and Tony came to MOPC in 1998, went through the 
Alpha course, and committed their lives to Christ. Profession-

ally, Shauna works as the Executive Director of an intellectual property law firm.  

Amy Beckler was born and raised in California. She 
moved to Utah about 16 years ago, planning to stay only 
two years or so. But fell in love with the culture, the moun-
tains, the city… it’s the place that has felt the most like 
home. She loves to do yoga, hike, camp, paddle board, 
ski, sled, basically anything outside. It is the place she 
goes to spend time with God most. Amy also loves to trav-
el, especially with her husband and two kids. Their family 
arrived at MOPC in 2020 and fell in love with Ms. Jen over 
Facebook live. The kids begged to watch church every 
week, and it has been a fun transition to get to meet eve-

ryone in person. They have loved the way the “big kids” of MOPC care for their 
kids and it turns out, their people are pretty awesome people to do life with. 
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Kaye Meidinger and her family are originally from South 
Dakota. They began attending MOPC over 20 years ago. 
They were drawn to the values that remain with MOPC to-
day: a church family led by scripture and that is warm and 
welcoming. She has a passion for her career in nursing. 
She worked as an R.N. in a variety of interesting 
healthcare settings and in 2008, with the encouragement 
and support from other members of MOPC, became a 
Nurse Practitioner. Our Lord has been a very real and 
steadfast presence to her throughout her career. Kaye’s 
preferred pastimes include exploring the outdoors, such as 
hiking, snowshoeing, and biking. She loves to travel and 
has been truly blessed by joining friends and family on trips that have given her 
treasured memories. Kaye and her husband, Terry, have three daughters, four 
grandsons, and a granddaughter. She says her favorite pastime is being with 
her daughters and their families. 

Armand van Hien and his wife, Anne-gerrie, have been 
members of MOPC for the past 26 years. They are both 
very grateful for their spiritual growth, the wonderful friend-
ships made here, and the amazing youth ministry their two 
children attended while growing up. Armand and Anne-
gerrie celebrate their 44th wedding anniversary this April. 
Armand enjoys travelling, hiking, biking, cooking, and read-
ing. They have two beautiful grandchildren and a third one 
due this June. Armand and Anne-gerrie look forward to get-
ting to know more people at MOPC and making new 
friends. 
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Beth Cobb is married to Jim, and MOPC has been their 
church family since the early 1980s. They have four 
adult children, two of whom live here in Salt Lake. Their 
son Andrew also attends MOPC. The other two kids are 
in Spokane, WA, and Wichita Falls, TX. Beth spends her 
work days managing a group of software engineers for 
Autodesk. She enjoys gardening, weaving, paper     
crafting, baking, reading, and napping in her free time. 

John Terrion is married to Kathy. They have two sons 
and four grandchildren. John is originally from Ohio. He 
and Kathy joined MOPC in 1978. He enjoys fishing, hunt-
ing, and training their Labrador Retriever, Cooper. He 
works with his son in their financial service business,     
Terrion Advisors. 

Lonnie Baskett grew up in a small town in Idaho 
(Payette) and moved to Salt Lake in 1968, graduating 
from Skyline High and the U of U in business. He has 
been married to his wife, Jill, for almost 45 years and has 
two sons and four grandkids. He retired four years ago 
from a 46-year career as a commodity trader with Boise 
Cascade. Lonnie and Jill love to travel and have been on 
many adventures far and wide. Lonnie enjoys many    
outdoor activities, including canyoneering, rock climbing,  
hiking, and biking, but his all-time favorite activity is 
spending time with his grandkids. He looks forward to his term as a deacon as 
an opportunity to serve God and give back to the MOPC community, which is an 
important part of his life. 

INCOMING DEACONS 



Chuck Graybill and his wife, Debbie, have been     
members at Mt. O for about 35 years. He has served   
before as an Elder and as Deacon. He says selfishly,   
being a Deacon is a wonderful way for him to potentially 
engage with members of our church at a deeper level 
than just saying “Hi” on Sundays. During his previous 
term as a Deacon, Christ guided him in offering support, 
comfort, and assistance to congregation members. 
Chuck is retired after forty years as a physical therapist. 
He likes to visit periodically with his University of Oklaho-
ma college friends, take the annual Graybill family     
summer trip to a lake in Eastern Oklahoma, and zip up to 

Seattle to see their son, Tyler, his wife, and their two grandchildren, Charlie (7) 
and Maya (4). Their daughter, Sydney, lives in SLC and is the best kindergarten 
teacher around. Chuck and Deb are now in the middle of season 4 of "The 
Crown.” They look forward to more of Christ's love at Mount Olympus Church. 
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Debora Owens grew up in Queens, New York, after emi-
grating from Bogota, Colombia, where she was born. 
She studied Finance as an undergraduate and worked 
for several boutique investment management companies 
in the City. Debora met her husband, Ed, in Atlanta while 
pursuing an MBA at Emory University and worked for 
several years in Marketing. After starting her own busi-
ness in North Carolina and having two children, Elena 
and Evan, the family moved to Rochester, NY, where 
Debora obtained a second Masters degree in Higher Ed Leadership. She has 
since worked at several Universities and is currently Associate Director of Ca-
reer Services in the business school at the University of Utah. Debora is learn-
ing to play the piano, has completed four marathons, and enjoys skiing, family 
time, and book club.       
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-Jared McClure, Director of Youth Ministries 
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In Children’s Ministry, we love to have an opportunity to serve and support oth-
ers! We’ve had a couple of great opportunities to do this over the last month. 
First, the 3

rd
-5

th
 graders have supported the “Souper Bowl of Caring” Utah Food 

Bank collection by tallying MOPC’s donations. Second, preschoolers through 5
th
 

graders were able to show their appreciation for the hardworking employees of 
St. Mark’s Hospital by making Valentine cards to be delivered to the staff. Thank 
you to all the kids who participated in these service projects!  

 

-Jen Christensen, Director of Children’s Ministry 



Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Associate Pastor Bre Magill 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Sarah Brozek  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours:   
Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastor: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Associate Pastor: bmagill@mtopres.org 
Exec. Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Items: sbrozek@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
3280 East 3900 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2023: Abby Duzy, Katie Grover, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson, Mary Templeman, 
  Amy Wall 
Class of 2024: Jill Baskett, Karen Bren, Marina Collins, Sheridan Metcalf, Lorie Seeger,  
  Karen Spackman 
Class of 2025: Lonnie Baskett, Beth Cobb, Chuck Graybill, Debora Owens, John Terrion,  
  Lauri Winge 

 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 

Ministry Staf f  Contact Information  

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 

Chris Chytraus Brian Babb Amy Beckler 

Mindy deHoll Jim Cobb Shauna Huston 

Dan Shelly Paige Frame Kaye Meidinger 

Jon Woods Carlee Johnson Armand Van Hien 


