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On June 19, Pastor Chris will begin a new sermon series entitled  
“Prayer as Life”. This series will explore how Jesus' teaching and ministry expand our 

concept and practice of prayer as a way of life. 
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Juneteenth: Independence for All 
  
One of my favorite holidays has always been the Fourth of 
July. It is a day when I express gratitude for the fact that I, un-
deservedly, was born in this country and not in, say, Yemen. It 
is a day when I look at the cemetery behind my house and 
appreciate the flags and flowers colored in red, white, and 
blue. It is a day when I give thanks for our Armed Forces and 
their intention to protect this freedom and promote the free 
human rights of individuals around the world. It is also a day 
for good American eats - BBQ spareribs, potatoes, coleslaw, 

and for me, a cold beer.   
 
In recent years, I have learned from black Christian friends of mine, that the In-
dependence Day does not come with the same kind of enthusiasm for them as it 
does for me. For them, Juneteenth is the Freedom Day they celebrate. This is 
because black Americans did not enjoy any freedom for another 89 years after 
July 4, 1776.  
 
Frederick Douglass famously said, “to the slave, the 4

th
 of July is a day that re-

veals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty 
to which he is the constant victim. “To him, Douglass continued, “your celebra-
tion is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, 
swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunci-
ations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, 
hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with 
all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, de-
ception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes which would dis-
grace a nation of savages.”* 
 
Douglass spoke those words in 1852. It would be another 11 years before the 
Emancipation Proclamation—and two more years after that before news of this 
liberation reached every state in the rejoined Union. The final announcement 
came to then-remote Texas on June 19, 1865, and thus was born our nation’s 
second—and more complete—Independence Day: Juneteenth. 
 
On “Freedom’s Eve” or the eve of January 1, 1863, the first Watch Night ser-
vices took place. African Americans met in their churches and homes, awaiting 
the news of the Emancipation Proclamation. At the stroke of midnight, they re-
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ceived word that all enslaved people in the Confederate States were legally 
free. To this day, many African American churches hold Watch Night services 
on December 31. Churches gather for high praises, celebratory singing, and 
gospel preaching. After a night of praising God, a few minutes before midnight, 
the pastor offers a prayer of thanksgiving to God, and at midnight, everyone 
shouts “Happy New Year!” 
 
This is because Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation took effect on 
January 1, 1863. In the Confederate States, not all slaves were immediately 
free. Freedom for all slaves did not come until Union Soldiers arrived in Galves-
ton Bay, Texas to announce their freedom by executive order. According to the 
National Museum of African American History and Culture, on June 19, 1865, 
more than 250,000 slaves gained their freedom. This historic day marked the 
official celebration called “Juneteenth,” a portmanteau of June and nineteenth.  
 
On June 17, 2021, Juneteenth officially became a federal holiday. At Mount 
Olympus Presbyterian Church, our Personnel Team, with the unanimous ap-
proval of Session, adopted this holiday for our Personnel calendar, based on 
our common identity in Christ and Paul’s proclamation that Christ has “broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us” (Eph. 3:14). 
 
Every year going forward, America will celebrate Juneteenth to commemorate 
freedom from slavery. The holiday reminds us that freedom comes with a great 
cost. As Christians, we celebrate the true freedom that only comes through 
Christ. Jesus paid the ultimate price as the atoning sacrifice to free all people 
from sin. This liberation from sin remains the truest freedom a person can expe-
rience. In John 8:36, Jesus gloriously proclaimed, “If the Son, therefore, shall 
make you free, you will be free indeed.” When we place our trust in Jesus and 
repent of our sins, God releases us from the shame, guilt, and eternal conse-
quence of sin. 
 
Celebrating Juneteenth reminds us of the high cost of freedom and the value of 
living as free Americans. As Christians, may we also never forget the spiritual 
freedom afforded us in Christ. Because one man was willing to give his life for 
the Sin of the world, Christ offers true freedom to everyone. In Christ, we experi-
ence an eternal relationship with God, a life of peace and joy. Experiencing this 
freedom compels us to sing the hymn, “Jesus paid it all. All to Him, I owe; sin 
had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.” To sing with gratitude for 
our freedom in Christ, sincerely, is to desire for this freedom to be true for all 
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This June marks two wonderful years since 
Pastor Chris, Devon, and their family first 
came to us. Despite moving to Utah during a 
pandemic while MOPC was unable to meet 
in person, they quickly became integrated 
into our congregation and  
community. 
 
We express our gratitude to Chris for his 
leadership and guidance. We are full of love 
and appreciation for all the aspects of his 
invaluable ministry. 
 

-The Pastor Nominating Committee 

people in our physical world, today. To sing of our freedom in Christ and then to 
ignore real cries for freedom today, is disingenuous at best. According to Paul, it 
sounds like a noisy gong or clanging cymbal, to God. 
 
This Juneteenth, I invite you to give thanks for your freedom in Christ by cele-
brating God’s victory with the end of legal slavery in this nation. May our cele-
bration also spur us on toward love and good deeds as we seek to do our part in 
working for a world without fear of the other, promoting justice, equality, love, 
and reconciliation for all, in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
Thanks be to God for his marvelous gift! 
 
 

 
   Pastor Chris 
 

*https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/  

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/
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JUNE SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 

6/5 Being Filled with the Spirit Ephesians 5:15-20 

6/12 Spiritual Armor Ephesians 6:10-17 

NEW SERMON SERIES — PRAYER AS LIFE 

6/19 HaTov: Recognizing the Good Luke 10:38-42 

6/26 Finding the Treasure Matthew 13:44 

Beginning June 19 for eight weeks in the summer, the 
Adult Discipleship Class will study selections from Spiritual 
Classics: Selected Readings on the Twelve Spiritual  
Disciplines edited by Richard Forster & Emilie Griffin.  
Copies of the book will be available for $10 in the gather-
ing area directly following the 8:30 a.m. service and before 
the 11 a.m. service begins. Books may be purchased up 
until the class begins on June 19. Each week will be differ-
ent, so feel free to drop in as fits your schedule. If you are 
interested in teaching a class (you pick the date and selec-
tion from the book) contact Jim Cobb, 801-330-5159, 
jamescobb@icloud.com. 

mailto:jamescobb@icloud.com
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Due to a couple of conflicts, the next gathering of the 
MOPC Chronic Conditions Support Group will be on 
the second Wednesday in June. That is June 8, 
2022 at the regular time of 1:00pm.  The group will 
continue to pray, read from the Bible, share and offer 
each other support in living with conditions that add 
challenge to our daily living. The meetings take place 
over Zoom.  Hope to see you on June 8 at 1:00 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting information: Meeting ID: 828 416 7430 Passcode: 826328 
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Children’s Sunday School, Devos and Donuts for 
youth, and Parent’s Café are taking a break for the 
summer. These programs will return in September. 

The adult discipleship class will continue on Sundays 
at 9:45 a.m. throughout the summer 

On May 21, members from First Presbyterian Church, MOPC, and others took 
part in the World Vision "Global 6K for Water" walk/run. The event raised money 
to provide clean water to people all over the world who have to walk an average 
of 3.7 miles to reach drinking water each day. Nationwide, over 24,000 people 
participated in the event and raised enough money to provide 43,000 people 
around the world with clean water for a lifetime. Locally, First Presbyterian's 
event surpassed its goal of $5,000 and raised over $6,300. This will provide a 
lifetime of clean drinking water for at least 120 people. Thank you to all who par-
ticipated in this successful event! 

Volunteers Needed: We are looking for volunteers to assist in counting the of-
fering on Sundays after the 11 a.m. service. Contact the church office for more 
info. 
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VOLUNTEER on June 11 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

We apologize, we didn’t meet in May as there is 
always a special drive going on that month. Sor-
ry for any inconvenience that this may have 
caused those who arrived only to find the food 
bank closed for volunteers that day. However, 

we will definitely be meeting Saturday, June 11 at 10:00 a.m. to noon at 3150 S 
and 900 E. Remember as the weather warms, no open toed shoes and young-
sters 6 and older are welcome with a parent. See you there! Many thanks in ad-
vance.  

Every second Friday of the month, volunteers from MOPC help 
serve our community by giving their time to assist St. Vincent de 
Paul in providing food to those in need. On these Fridays, at 9 
a.m. a group gathers in the MOPC kitchen to prepare sandwich-
es to be delivered. Also, at 4:30 p.m., MOPC volunteers by 
serving meals at the St. Vincent de Paul soup kitchen.  If this is 

something you would like to participate in please sign up in the gathering area 
or contact the church for more information. The next opportunity to help will be 
Friday, June 10. 

Food donations for Crossroads may be dropped off in the 
wagon in the  gathering area. We are looking for volunteers 
to deliver the food to Crossroads two or three times a year. 
Contact Nancy Petersen for more information. 

Adult Fellowship Luncheons (AFL) 
 
Be thinking about resuming our adult fellowship luncheons in 
September and hopefully it will happen! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 
7 pm Stephen 

Min 

2 

 
7 am Men Bible 

7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

3 

 
7 pm Rescue 

Mission 
8 pm AA 

4 
 

11 am AA 

 

    5 

 

8:30 & 11 am  

Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

6 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

7 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
 

8 
 

1pm Chronic 
Con. 

9 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

10 

 
9 am Sandwich 

Making 
4:30 pm Soup 

Kitchen 
8 pm AA 

11 
 

10 am Utah 
Food Bank 
11 am AA 

12 

 
8:30 & 11 am  

Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

 
 
 

13 

 
12:30 Staff 

8 pm AA 

14 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm Finance  

7 pm Deacons 

15 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Min 

 

16 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

17 

 
8 pm AA 

18 
 

11 am AA 

19 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

 
 
 
 
 

 

20 

 
8 pm AA 

 
Office Closed  

in observance of 
Juneteenth 

 

 
 
 

21 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Session 

22 
 
 

23 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

24 
 

8 pm AA 

25 
 

7:30 am Fuller 
Work Day 
11 am AA 

 

26 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

27 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

28 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Facilities 

29 
 

30 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

 

Service Camp 



FULLER CENTER WORK DAY 

On the morning of Saturday, April 30, about a dozen 
MOPC members joined a group of over 150 volun-
teers, organized by the Fuller Center for Housing in 
Salt Lake City, to converge on the Rose Park neigh-
borhood for a day of service. After a brief gathering 
and prayer, we headed off to our assigned projects in 
small groups. It was inspiring to see such a crowd of 

workers, all clad in orange safety vests and toting tools, scattering throughout 
the streets and yards. In all, nine different homes received much-needed re-
pairs, yard work, painting, and general clean-up. The homeowners were so ap-
preciative and encouraged by the cheerful energetic labor of the volunteers 
ranging in age from 8 years old to senior citizens. It was truly a day of unity with 
many different churches, wards, and civic groups getting to know each other 
while working side by side. 
 
The next opportunity to participate in a Fuller Center for Housing work day will 
be Saturday June 25, from 7:30 a.m. to noon. Fuller will be working to support 
Holding Out Help (HOH), a ministry that helps those escaping and recovering 
from polygamy. Holding Out Help has acquired a 10-bedroom home in Draper in 
need of landscaping, painting, and accessorizing. There will be a sign-up sheet 
in the gathering area for volunteers to give their names and email addresses so 
a Fuller representative can share all the details of the work day. Kids under 12 
must be accompanied by a parent and kids 12-18 should have adult supervision 
(does need not be a parent). This is a great opportunity for a family or group ac-
tivity. Space is limited, so reserve your spot as soon as possible. 
 
Holding Out Help is a ministry that MOPC has supported financially for several 
years, but if you are not familiar with their work you can visit their website 
(holdingouthelp.org).  

-Nancy Petersen 
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Traveling this Summer? MOPC collects travel size toiletry items throughout 
the year to donate to the Women in Jeopardy program hosted by the Salt Lake 
City YWCA. Shampoos, soaps, lotions, mouth wash, and any of the small travel 
size toiletry items you find in your hotel room while on vacation are perfect for 
this program. Please bring in items you may collect during your travels. There is 
a collection box on the shelf in the coat room located next to the gym and re-
strooms.  

http://holdingouthelp.org
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Hugh Adams is graduating from West High 
School, where has been enrolled in the Internation-
al Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program, has been 
a member of the National Honor Society, and has 
volunteered as an after-school tutor. Hugh excels 
in math and physics, but his real passion is for the 
arts. He recently participated in student art and 
photography exhibitions and has won awards for 
his work at the Salt Lake District Art Show and the 
Avenues Street Fair. Hugh has decided to combine 
his abilities in the sciences and the arts to focus on 
design, specifically architectural design. Hugh is 
currently working for an architect in Salt Lake City, 
making computer models and animations, and he 

has been accepted to study architecture at The Cooper Union in New York City, 
where he will begin in August. 

 
Giovana Stapley is graduating from Skyline High 
School June 2, 2022. She will be attending Salt Lake 
Community College, studying nursing. She wants to 
become a Labor and Delivery Nurse. Gio acquired a 
MA (medical assistant) diploma from Skyline High 
School and is also certified in CPR. She is currently 
employed at Honest Eatery at Foothill Village. Her 
hobbies include hanging with friends, jamming to mu-
sic, singing, cruising around in her car, and shopping. 
Another accomplishment is that she studied and be-
came a first degree black belt with Bobby Lawrence 
Karate. 
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Chase White is graduating with honors from High 
School South in Princeton, NJ in June. Chase has 
been active in the school music and theatre depart-
ments, taking part in performance choirs, acapella 
groups, and both drama and musical theatre produc-
tions. Though he's missed being in Utah for high 
school, Chase has loved being so close to Broad-
way and having the chance to really develop his mu-
sicianship and acting skills in NJ. Chase has accept-
ed a full tuition scholarship to attend Westmin-
ster College in SLC this fall and will be majoring in 
music education and business. 

Sophia Turner is graduating from Skyline High 
School. This year, she was a part of two academic 
clubs, Technology Student Association and the Math 
Team. She was also co-president of her school’s 
Dungeons and Dragons club. Outside of school So-
phia plays piano and enjoys skiing, rock climbing, 
scuba diving, and traveling. She also earned a third 
degree black belt in tae-kwon-do. Sophia re-
ceived the Seal of Biliteracy, AP Scholar with Dis-
tinction, and will graduate with an IB diploma. She 
will  be studying engineering at Trinity College Dub-
lin this fall. 

Ai Lee Woods will be graduating from The Waterford 
School. She participated in the theater department by 
both acting and stage managing. She also sang in 
Troubadours, the audition choir at Waterford. She is 
a National Merit Scholarship Finalist. She will be at-
tending Bowdoin College in the fall. 



Sophia Barnish graduated on May 6
th
 from the 

University of Utah with two Bachelor’s degrees in 
Psychology and Family, Community, and Human 
Development. Sophie married Shaun Hellige on 
January 26, and they recently moved to Virginia, 
where Shaun is completing musical training for the 
Marine Corp Band. Sophie is a department manag-
er for Paramount Acceptance, a Utah company. 
She works remotely. Sophie and Shaun will find out 
where they will be stationed with the Marine Corp 
Band and make another move this summer. 

Kyle Combe graduated with honors from the Uni-
versity of Utah, College of Architecture and Design 
on Friday, May 6, with a Bachelor of Science in Mul-
ti-Disciplinary Design. His plans are to find a design 
job in the outdoor industry. 
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 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 

May flowers are here and summer vacations are drawing 
near. MOPC PW will also take a break. See you in Septem-
ber as we watch our small group grow!! 

We will be on vacation from Zoom these next three months 
and, prayerfully, we will meet in person in September, re-
suming our traditional breakfast together at that time! In 
May PW donated $500 to Kenya Partners from the sale of 
cookbooks and special sewing orders by Mardi Lessey. 
Three hundred dollars was allocated for gift cards for the 
IRC Afghan Refugee back to school project and one hun-
dred dollars went to the PW Birthday Offering which helps 

support various grants both at home and abroad. A donation was also made in 
Carol Ogden’s honor to One Great Hour of Sharing.  

Hope to see you at the Synod of the Rocky Mountains Gathering in Heber City, 
Utah on July 15-17, 2022. Registration details can be found in the PW section 
on the information wall in the Gathering Area. I leave you with this poem on 
Presbyterian Women Mission Giving. Come along and join us! Be a “Doer” with 
us! 

-Pauline Forster 

Cultivating PW with the Overflow in Your Saucer 

Drinking from My Saucer by John Paul Moore 
I’ve never made a fortune and it’s probably too late now 
But I don’t worry about that much. I’m happy anyhow. 
And as I go along life’s way, I’m reaping better than I sowed 
I don’t have a lot of riches, and sometimes the going is tough. 
But I’ve got loved ones around me, and that makes me rich enough. 
I thank God for His blessings, and the mercies He’s bestowed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, “Cause my cup has overflowed. 
I remember times when things went wrong, my faith wore somewhat thin. 
But all at once the dark clouds broke, and the sun peeped through again. 
So, God, help me not to gripe about the tough rows that I’ve hoed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, “Cause my cup has overflowed. 
If God gives me strength and courage, when the way grows steep and rough 
I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough 
And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads 
Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, “Cause my cup has overflowed. 
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On any given Sunday at MOPC, 
there's a good chance you will see 
loud, wiggly, happy children.  Some 
describe working with young chil-
dren as "herding cats," and there are 
Sundays where this is an apt de-
scription.  Yet if you watch for a mo-
ment longer, you'll begin to see the 
Christ-like character and genuine 
faith that is starting to form in our 
little congregants.  It's amazing to 
watch!  I'm blessed to see this for-
mation in numerous tangible ways: 
during a discussion of Cain and Abel 
and the importance of giving our 
best to God, a third grader remind 
me that "God loves us just as much, 
even if we don't always give Him our 
best!"  I watched the kindergartener 
(pictured here) stand in a room full 
of restless peers, close her eyes, 
fold her hands, and passionately re-
cite the Lord's Prayer.  And I've 
seen kids jump at the chance to 

serve others, shepherding a toddler to the nursery, helping a friend open a 
snack or get a glass of water, volunteer as ushers or lay readers, prepare boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child, and write notes of appreciation to St. Mark's hos-
pital employees!  These young people humble me and fill me with joy.  I pray 
that their energy, love, and commitment to serve Jesus only intensify as they 
grow older. 

-Jen Christensen 
Director of Children's Ministry 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
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Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 
Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus Brian Babb 
Mike Magill Mindy deHoll Jim Cobb 
Debra Penney Dan Shelly Paige Frame 
Kathy Wight Jon Woods Carlee Johnson 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2022: Mariko Hanabusa, Nancy Harper, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Abby Duzy, Katie Grover, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
Class of 2024: Jill Baskett, Karen Bren, Marina Collins, Sheridan Metcalf, Lorie Seeger,  
  Karen Spackman 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


