
                 

 
 
September 20, 2020 – This is My Story: “The Call of Israel”  
 
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9  
Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 
 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother's son Lot, and all 
the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and 
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram 
passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, "To your offspring I 
will give this land." So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there 
he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the 
Lord.  And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 
 

MONDAY 9.21.20   Genesis 12:1-3 

 
The land I will show you:” part of God’s covenant promise   
God made great promises to Abraham, “the ancestor of all those people… who have faith in 
God” (cf. Romans 4:11), including leave “for the land I will show you,” and “I will bless you.” A 
common human reaction to promises like that might be, “Awesome—God’s made me more 
special than anyone else!” But God had something different in mind. God blessed Abraham so 
that he and his offspring could share the blessing: “All the families of earth will be blessed 
because of you.” 
 
• These stories probably took their final form during the time of Israel’s monarchy. “The 

Israelites who [first] listened to these stories experienced these promises as coming true in 
their own time…. Much later… when Israel and Judah had been conquered…these old 
promises gave a vision about who God’s people might be again in the future.” * In what 



                 

 
 

ways is God’s promise not just ancient history, but a pointer to God’s ideal for you and your 
church family? 
 

• In a famous Civil War episode, egotistical General George McClellan snubbed President 
Abraham Lincoln. Urged to assert his rank, Lincoln instead said he’d gladly hold General 
McClellan’s horse if that would bring a much-needed Union victory. Which of them do we 
remember as the greater man? How willing are you, like Abraham, to live as “blessed to be 
a blessing,” using God’s blessings not to exalt yourself, but to bless others? 

 
Prayer: Lord God, sometimes I’m tempted to only count how many blessings I’ve received. 
Please grow in me a heart that’s just as interested in how many ways you’ve enabled me to 
bless others. Amen.  
 
* Theodore Hiebert, sidebar note “The Promises to the Ancestors” in The CEB Study Bible. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 23 OT. 
 

TUESDAY 9.22.20   Exodus 3:1-8 

 
“A good and broad land:” the destination of the Exodus  
After rashly killing an Egyptian slave master (cf. Exodus 2:11-15), Moses fled from Egypt and 
lived for about forty years as a refugee among the Midianites. Moses was naturally surprised 
when God called him, of all people, to free the Israelites after their long years of slavery. This 
was the first place in Scripture (but not the last) to call the Promised Land “a land of milk and 
honey.” The powerful phrase recalled the beauty of the newly-created garden in Genesis. 
 
• Moses had escaped death twice in his life by this time—once as an infant, and again when 

he fled from Egypt. To go back to Egypt was, from a human point of view, to risk his life 
again. What qualifications did Moses have that might have led God to choose him rather 
than other Hebrews? Did God’s call instantly fill Moses with confidence and courage? 
 

• God’s voice from the burning bush said, “I am the God of your father, Abraham’s God, 
Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.” God connected Moses’ journey to Egypt with the historical 
unfolding of God’s purposes that began with Abraham. The opening of Resurrection’s new 
sanctuary is linked to that same divine mission. What helps you to remember that you still 



                 

 
 

join with millions of others who have worshiped “Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s 
God”? 

 
Prayer: God, open me to your Word. Guide me on my journey, through my personal trials and 
tribulations. Let your love wash over me like a river in the Promised Land. Amen. 
 

WEDNESDAY  9.23.20   Deuteronomy 3:23-28, 34:1-5 

 
Moses, though he couldn’t enter, saw “the whole land” 
At least from the time of the burning bush, which we read about yesterday, Moses had a God-
given dream: living in the Promised Land. The Scriptures seem to offer various reasons why God 
didn’t allow that. But before Moses’ earthly life ended, God did give his faithful servant a 
panoramic view of the place he’d hoped and dreamed of. It seems likely that the extraordinary 
vision of the Promised Land’s beauty was the last thing Moses saw before he died. 
 
• Recalling Moses’ amazing life, Deuteronomy said, “Moses knew the LORD face-to-face!” 

(Deuteronomy 34:10) Yet even that faithful life did not mean God automatically granted his 
request in Deuteronomy 3. The apostle Paul (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10) and Jesus himself (cf. 
Luke 22:41-44) had similar experiences. If these holy people couldn’t guarantee that they’d 
receive whatever they asked for in prayer, why should you continue to pray? When has 
prayer changed you, instead of your circumstances, for the better? 
 

• Moses’ story wasn’t over. He reappeared centuries later, and in the physical Promised Land. 
Now he had a greater honor—he helped to encourage Jesus, the LORD he’d served all his 
life, as Jesus prepared to face the cross on which he would save the whole world (cf. 
Matthew 17:1-3). How does it comfort and strengthen you to realize that, when you place 
your life in God’s hands, your story will never be completely over either? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the gift of life. Grow in me a heart committed to serving you 
faithfully all the days of my earthly life—and all the days of the eternal life you’ve  promised me. 
Amen.   



                 

 
 
 

THURSDAY 9.24.20   Isaiah 51:1-5 

 
The promise of God’s garden went on 
Most mainline Bible scholars believe the second part of Isaiah was written after Babylon 
conquered Israel, leaving the physical Promised Land ruined. But the prophet told Israel that 
the Babylonian army couldn’t destroy God’s vision for the Promised Land. God’s faithful people, 
like their spiritual ancestors Abraham and Sarah, were the true kingdom God sought, and he 
would give them eternal inner beauty comparable to the LORD’s garden. 
 
• Imagine yourself as an Israelite living in exile far from home, or perhaps just back in the 

ruined city of Jerusalem. How would these words about your spiritual heritage, and God’s 
promise of comfort and restoration, speak to your heart under those conditions? You are a 
spiritual descendant of Abraham and Sarah (cf. Galatians 3:29). How does God’s promise 
speak to your heart today? 
 

• The prophet’s vision reached far beyond any piece of physical land on this earth. Verse 6 
said the earth would wear out, but God’s kingdom of salvation and righteousness (the true 
Promised Land) would be “unbroken.” What makes that eternal perspective important to 
your faith in God’s promises at times when physical realities are disappointing or painful? 

 
Prayer: O Lord, I value your justice as a light to the nations, when we humans fall so short of 
that justice. And I’m grateful that your salvation will endure forever, because I know so many of 
the things of this earth will not. Amen. 
 
 
 
  



                 

 
 
 

FRIDAY 9.25.20   Leviticus 26:3-5, Luke 8:4-15 

 
Jesus called us to provide God with a kingdom harvest  
Leviticus understood the Promised Land as a physical place. Jesus, preaching the Kingdom of 
God, used similar images of garden-like growth to picture the spiritual life of Kingdom citizens. 
He depicted various states of the human heart (soil), showing how each affects our ability to 
live out God’s word (seed). If our heart is “good soil,” he said, “concerns, riches, and pleasures 
of life” won’t be able to choke out the good fruit God wants to bear in us. 
 
• What’s your “Promised Land,” the most important focus in your life? Who or what first 

planted "the seed" of God's Word in the soil of your life? What are some concerns or 
interests that have become less central to you as you’ve made God your top priority? Which 
of the four types of soil in Jesus’ parable best describes how receptive you are to the seed 
right now? 
 

• What things most often compete with God’s kingdom to be the top priority in your life? 
What key choices have helped to open you to God’s work in helping you to cultivate that 
“good soil” heart? What shifts in attitudes, actions and values would move you further in 
the direction of being “good soil” for God’s Word to grow in? 

 
Prayer: Lord God, the fruit you bear in my life is wonderful, and I want to be good soil for it. Give 
me clear vision as to what gets in the way of letting that fruit grow. Amen.   



                 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 9.26.20   Hebrews 11:8-10, 11:39-12:2 

 
The true promised land: a city “whose architect and builder is God”  
Hebrews said that not only did Abraham not see himself as a citizen of Ur—he also didn’t root 
his identity in Palestine, the land that God showed him. He was “looking forward to a city… 
whose architect and builder is God.” As his spiritual descendants, all of us, too, are “immigrants 
on earth,” looking for a heavenly Promised Land. Being citizens of God’s kingdom means our 
ultimate allegiance is not to any earthly country or ruler, but to God’s kingdom and its 
principles. 
 
• When Abraham died, the “great nation” God promised he would become was just one 

person—his son Isaac. Moses saw a vision of the Promised Land, but couldn’t go in. King 
David dreamed of building God a beautiful Temple, but his son, King Solomon, got to build 
it. Hebrews 11 listed many heroes of faith, but concluded, “All these people didn’t receive 
what was promised, though they were given approval for their faith.” The true Promised 
Land, toward which all God’s people journey, is not in this dark, broken world—it is God’s 
eternal realm of light and unending life. What are your biggest God-given dreams? How can 
you pursue them fearlessly, knowing that however they do or don’t work out in this life, 
beyond the limits of this world all the worthy parts of them will come fully true in God’s 
eternal kingdom? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep my eyes always focused on your timeless Promised Land. Help  
me not to let anything on this earth draw me away from my citizenship in your eternal  
kingdom. Amen. 
 
  



                 

 
 
 

Family Activity:  
God wanted the Israelites to hope and trust in Him, in both good and bad times. God desires 
the same for us today. As a family, discuss how you prepare for events or activities. Do you save 
money for a vacation, study for a test or walk often to build stronger muscles? When we 
prepare, we are usually able to handle the event or activity in a healthier way. Since life will 
bring times of struggle and challenge, we can prepare by growing stronger in our faith. Talk 
about how you might do this as a family (consider learning Scripture, praying, serving others, 
being in worship and sharing in Christian community). As a family, choose one or two ways you 
can build your faith this Fall season. Commit to following through and pray, asking for God’s 
help as you grow! 

 
 
 

 


