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 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:  
 

 5 p.m. Family Service 
 8 p.m.  Candlelight Service* 
 11 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 
  
 CHRISTMAS DAY:  
  

 9 a.m. Worship Service* 
  

 *Will be available to view on our Facebook page. 
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A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to participate in a men’s 
spiritual renewal conference in Albuquerque. It was organized 
by a group called, Illuman, a ministry started by Father Richard 
Rohr, a Franciscan priest, and teacher of Christian spirituality. 
One of the themes of the conference was “Honoring our pain 
for the world.” This is something that men typically aren’t very 
good at doing. We’d mostly prefer to fix the problem that caus-
es the pain rather than honor the pain itself. But some things 
cannot be fixed by men and must be realized in the deep plac-
es within.  

 
We were placed in small groups called “council circles”, where we were given 
prompts to share deeply in a safe space of strangers who quickly became broth-
ers. The practice of honoring our pain was a practice of surrendering to the sov-
ereignty of God and the Lordship of Jesus Christ. It is to say, “I am not in control, 
but I am held by the One who is, in every circumstance.”  
 
Advent is a season to honor our pain for the world. We tend to think of Decem-
ber as a happy month because Christmas is coming. It is a joyous season in our 
culture. But for the church, the joyful season of Christmas follows the longing of 
Advent. Our hopeful anticipation, our longing for Christ’s return, is largely born 
out of pain. For us, it’s a painful longing that the work of God, which began in 
Jesus, would find its completion upon his return. For the Jewish people leading 
up to Jesus, it was a painful longing for Messiah to come. Why? Because all is 
not well.  
 
The theme for Advent at Mt. O this year will be “A Weary World.” We see in the 
classic Advent texts in the Book of Isaiah a prophet who takes on the weariness 
of the world and promises a new day is coming.  
 
In a world weary of violence, Isaiah promises the Peace of God is coming.  
In a world weary of evil, Isaiah promises the Righteousness of God is coming.  
In a world weary of despair, Isaiah promises the Joy of God is coming.  
In a world weary of Injustice, Isaiah promises the Justice of God is coming.  
And in a world weary of darkness, Isaiah promises the Light of God is coming.  
 
Our Advent small groups, journeying together with the book “A Weary World,” 
will provide us the safe spaces to do the inner work we need to do, honoring our 
pain for the world, preparing us well to celebrate and rejoice for the new life that 
comes on Christmas morning.  



I encourage you to take Advent seriously this year in your personal spiritual 
practice. Be intentional about reflecting each day on the coming of Jesus. Take 
time to journal and pray. Participate in a small group. Come to worship each 
week. And wait for the light to come.  
 
Pastor Chris 
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From November 27 until January 8 Mike Imperiale will lead the Adult           
Discipleship Class in a study of Advent of the Messiah Savior with the topics 
each week as follows:  

12/4 To Us a Child is Born Isaiah 9:1-7  

12/11 Waiting and Hoping Luke 1:15-25, 57-80 

12/18 Divine Interruption  Matthew 1:18-25  

1/18 In Search of the King Matthew 2:1-18 

DECEMBER SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 

12/4 Weary of Evil Isaiah 11:1-10 

12/11 Weary of Despair Isaiah 35:1-10 

12/18 Weary of Injustice Isaiah 7:1-16 

12/24 Weary of Darkness Isaiah 9:2-7 

12/25 Salvation Has Arrived Isaiah 52:7-10  



I was once asked if Christianity was primarily past, present, or 
future-focused. What an interesting question to consider as we 
enter this season of Advent! 
 

During the four weeks leading to Christmas, we spend time re-
membering a particular event that happened in the past: the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to make his home with us in 
this broken world. While commemorating this moment is spe-
cial, the practice is not so different from what we do much of 
the rest of the year. We study Scripture and remember what 

God has done to make himself known to people throughout history. All across 
the pages of the Old Testament, God’s people are told to “remember”. Remem-
ber the wonderful works God has done. Remember his faithfulness and refuge. 
In studying and remembering, we are a people with deep roots in the past. 
 

This current season is also called Advent, which means “coming.” We recall the 
Israelites waiting for the coming of the Messiah and we now await his coming 
again to fully establish his Kingdom. Looking back to the past points us forward 
to a glorious hope in the future. It’s one of the funny things about Christianity—
we already know both the beginning and end of the story. So while we are a 
people who remember, we are also a church that holds hope for the time when 
God will make all things new. 
 

Yet even in this season that orients us to both the past and the future—both of 
which I hope we have a chance to reflect on and celebrate together—my en-
couragement to you is to also be mindful of the present. We are still a present-
focused people. The moments we have right now are the ones in which the 
nudges of God’s Spirit are taking place, our faith is lived out, and we are being 
transformed together into the likeness of Christ. 
 

As Jesus’ disciples, we live in an “already-but-not-yet” time, an awaiting time. 
Something has happened, something is still to come. But Jesus desires to re-
veal himself to us and through us in the meantime. Where do you see him to-
day? What is he calling you to do? Don’t forget to be present with him in this 
moment that he has given to you. As it was two thousand years ago, his desire 
to be with us is still our greatest gift.  
 

Grace and peace,  
 
 
 

Pastor Bre 
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I t’s time to order your         
poinsettias! If you would like to 
help enhance our Christmas  
worship services, please fill out 
the form below and return it with 
$10 per plant (cash or check 
made payable to MOPC—noting 
“Poinsettia” in the memo) to the 

church office. It is important that we have all requests 
NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11. The 
Christmas poinsettias are yours to take home after the 
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service on December 24.  
Thank you for your special contribution to our services! 

  

YOUR NAME ____________________________________ 

PHONE #________________________________________ 

  

Given      �������in honor of            � in memory of 

Name___________________________________________ 

  

Given      �������in honor of            � in memory of 

Name___________________________________________ 

  

Given      �������in honor of            � in memory of 

Name___________________________________________ 

  

Given      �������in honor of            � in memory of 

Name___________________________________________ 
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The MOPC Team will meet Saturday,            
December 10, 10 a.m. to noon as we gather to 
help others during this season of awareness 
and giving! See you at 900 W and 3150 S on 
Saturday, December 10! Six-year-olds are wel-
come with a parent.  

Every second Friday of the month, volunteers from MOPC help 
serve our community by giving their time to assist St. Vincent 
de Paul in providing food to those in need. On these Fridays, at 
9 a.m. a group gathers in the MOPC kitchen to prepare sand-
wiches to be delivered. Also, at 4:30 p.m., MOPC volunteers by 
serving meals at the St. Vincent de Paul soup kitchen.  If this is 
something you would like to participate in please sign up in the 
gathering area or contact the church for more information. The 
next opportunity to help will be Friday, December 9. 

Food donations for Crossroads may be dropped 
off in the wagon in the  gathering area. We are 
looking for volunteers to deliver the food to Cross-
roads two or three times a year. Contact Nancy 
Petersen for more information. 

Sixteen people were in attendance to hear from the 
“Earthquake Lady.” If you were not able to attend, she will 
offer a different program for us in February 2023. Our       
December meeting will be Bonnie and Ralph Paisley. Ralph 
will read from Luke 2, and then he and Bonnie will lead us in 
a merry sing-along of your favorite carols in our sanctuary. 
Let’s start the holidays together with music and remembering 
the reason we celebrate. Thursday, December 8, at MOPC 
at noon with your dish to share, for fun, food and fellowship. 
Bring your voice, high or low, or in between! Straight from 
one of our Texans, “y’all come now.” See you there!! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
6:30 pm PAL Meeting  
7 pm Women Bible  

 

2 
 

7 pm Rescue 
Mission 

8 pm AA  

3 
 

11 am AA 

 
  
 
  

4 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

 

5 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
8 pm AA 

6 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

9:30 am PW 
Meeting 

 

7 
 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Groups 
7 pm Choir Practice 
7 pm Stephen 

Min 

8 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
12 pm Adult Fellow-

ship Luncheon 
7 pm Women Bible  

 

9 
 

9 am Sandwich 
Making 

4:30 pm Soup 
Kitchen 

8 pm AA 

10 
 

9 am Deacon/ 
Elder Training 
10 am Utah 
Food Bank 
11 am AA 

11 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

 

12 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
8 pm AA 

13 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Finance 
7 pm Deacons  

 

14 
 

7 pm Youth 
345 Sm Group 
7 pm Choir Practice 

 

15 
 

7 am Men Bible 
9:30 am Women Bible 
6:30 pm PAL Meeting  
7 pm Women Bible  

7 pm Prayer Mtg  

16 
 

8 pm AA 

17 
 

11 am AA 

18 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 am Disciple-
ship for all ages 

 

19 

 
12:30 pm Staff 

8 pm AA 

20 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Session 
 

21 
 

7 pm Choir Practice 
7 pm Stephen 

Min 

22 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg  

 

 

23 
 

8 pm AA 

24 
Christmas Eve 

 
11 am AA 

5 pm Family 
Service 

8 pm Contempo-
rary Service 

11 pm Traditional 
Service  

25 
Christmas Day 

 
9 am Worship 

Service 
 

26 
Office Closed 

 
8 pm AA 

27 
Office Closed 

 
Bethany Jones 

 
6:30 am Men 

Bible Study 
7 pm Facilities 

28 
 

29 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Prayer Mtg  

30 
 

8 pm AA 

31 
 

11 am AA 
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Salt Lake Rescue Mission Service: Tom 
Metcalf has been organizing MOPC’s once-a-
month evening service at the Salt Lake Rescue 
Mission for seven years. At 80 years of age, he is 
retiring. We are looking for a replacement. Please 
contact Tom by text at 801-599-0218 or by email 
at tmetcalf3745@gmail.com if you are interested 
in learning more. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 
 

Here we come a caroling, celebrating a newborn Baby Boy 
Jesus has entered the world! Let us shout in joy. 
Come join us as we study His Word and try to live Matthew 
25. Tuesday, December 6, here at MOPC as we strive to 
be "doers"! 
 
Hello Ladies, Tuesday, December 6 is our next MOPC 
Presbyterian Women monthly meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall. Light refreshments will be served at 9:30 a.m., with the 

meeting beginning at 10 a.m. We are exploring Peace and Justice as we strive 
to live out Matthew 25. As a group, if you wish, we are reading "Call Me a Wom-
an" by Laurie Levin. We will have a discussion/review of this at our February 
Brunch Out gathering. There will be an online discussion on January 9, 2023. If 
you are interested, you can register at presbyterianwomen.org. 
 
Our MOPC PW group gave $500 to aid in sandwich making at MOPC for the 
needy served at St. Vincent's soup kitchen. We will be participating in the Annu-
al Thank Offering as well. The paper products from our paper shower were de-
livered to Rescue Haven. They were so appreciative. Thank you to all who 
gave. 
 
We will continue our Bible Study, Celebrating Sabbath with Shirley Knox this 
month with hostesses Julie Davidson and Mardi Lessey. Our speaker is Carol 
Day, who will honor a tradition begun by Betty Rider, taking us back as she 
reads us a children's Christmas story. 
We hope to have you join us at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, December 6, in the Fellow-
ship Hall (no steps involved). Come be a PW "Doer." 

-Pauline Forster 

mailto:tmetcalf3745@gmail.com
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WINTER SOCKS NEEDED! 
 

The Local Missions Team is collecting socks for the homeless 
and low-income residents of SLC to be distributed by Salt 
Lake City Mission and Rescue Mission. Please consider pur-
chasing heavy/warm socks for men or women—socks suitable 
for people who have to spend a lot of time outside in the cold 
winter weather. Take advantage of the holiday sales!! A box 
will be in the gathering area for sock collection through Janu-
ary 8. All sizes are needed. Thank you for your generosity!  

PRISON FELLOWSHIP PROJECT ANGEL TREE 
 

Give a prisoner's child(ren) the joy of Christmas by partici-
pating in the Prison Fellowship Angel Tree ministry. 
Please "adopt" a child or sibling group by choosing their 
ornament from the Angel Tree located in the gathering   
area on Sunday mornings. Once you've purchased      
suggested Christmas gifts, you will deliver your wrapped 
presents directly to their home. Instructions and sugges-
tions are included for you in a family pack. Ages, genders, 

sizes, and specific needs are written on each angel ornament. Booklets about 
Jesus' love are provided to include with the gifts. Most of the children live close 
to the church, and their caregivers have approved their participation. Available 
Angel Tree children ornaments will be hanging on the Angel Tree in the gather-
ing on the Sunday mornings of 11/27, 12/4, and 12/11. For more information, 
contact Gwen Mitchell at 801-550-4437. 

MOPC Chronic Conditions Support Group   
 

If you have a chronic condition and sometimes, or 
often, feel alone, we encourage you to join our small 
group. Through conversation and prayer, we are 
able to be real and share what is on our hearts with 
each other and God. We also support one another. If 
you have any questions, please text or call Janet 
Nelson at 801-560-9044. 

This group will be taking a break in December so the members may participate 
in the Advent small groups with the rest of the church. They will resume meeting 
in January. 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

Our middle school girls dressed up and decorat-
ed an elaborate trunk for this year’s Trunk or 
Treat. If you don’t know about our annual Trunk 
or Treat, it is a Halloween event in which folks 
from our congregation and the childcare decorate 
their trunks, and kids walk around and collect 
candy. There were upwards of 120 kids, many 
more adults, 28 decorated trunks, and a bounce 
house! 

 
 

KENYA MISSION TRIP 
 

We have 16 students joining the Kenya mission 
effort that will set out in June of 2023. Youth and 
adults are participating in training and are dedi-
cated to learning more about Kenya, its people, 
how to serve effectively, and allowing God to 
shape them into his image through the whole 
process. 
 
    

 
SERVICE 

 

For First Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake’s 150th-
anniversary party, we were asked to assemble a 
group of hardworking students to wait tables at the 
event so that First Pres congregants could sit and 
enjoy the night. I am so proud of how these awe-
some students came to serve on a Saturday night! 
 
 

-Jared McClure, Director of Youth Ministries 
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Thank you to everyone who supported Operation Christmas Child this year! We 
were especially thankful to host our first Packing Party since Covid (see pictures 
below). The combined total of boxes packed by individuals at home and packed 
at our Packing Party was 211! 

-Jen Christensen, Director of Children’s Ministries 



Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Associate Pastor Bre Magill 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Sarah Brozek  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours:   
Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastor: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Associate Pastor: bmagill@mtopres.org 
Exec. Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Items: sbrozek@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
3280 East 3900 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 
Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus Brian Babb 
Mike Magill Mindy deHoll Jim Cobb 
Debra Penney Dan Shelly Paige Frame 
Kathy Wight Jon Woods Carlee Johnson 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2022: Mariko Hanabusa, Nancy Harper, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Abby Duzy, Katie Grover, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
Class of 2024: Jill Baskett, Karen Bren, Marina Collins, Sheridan Metcalf, Lorie Seeger,  
  Karen Spackman 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 

Ministry Staf f  Contact Information  


