
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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The week of July 11-15, MOPC successfully hosted VBS for over 130 children from  
preschool age through 5th grade. The theme was Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness. 
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For the month of August, the sermons on Sunday mornings 
will center on the Book of Ruth. Ruth is one of two books in 
the Bible named after a woman. The other is Esther. The nar-
rative is set during the time of the Judges, which is why it is 
placed in the historical books of the Old Testament, between 
Judges and 1 Samuel.  
 
It was a terrible time for the people of Israel. Judges ruled the 
land, which meant there was a crisis. The judges were the 
leaders who would arise during a time of crisis, and this crisis 
was marked by massive unfaithfulness, apostasy, savagery, 

endless violence, and warfare. It was a dangerous and difficult time to be alive. 
The people were not safe. Even more, there was a comprehensive famine in the 
land (Ruth 1:1). This is the setting for the narrative. It’s a short book, only four 
chapters. 
 
Ruth is one of the most beautiful pieces of literature in the Bible. It depicts an-
other kind of reality than what was happening in the time of the Judges. It 
speaks of God’s providential care and offers calm amid a storm. God’s finger-
prints are all over the story. The characters reflect the heart of God, each in their 
own way. And we see throughout the story the power and faithfulness of a God 
who can turn chaos into beauty, bring light in the darkness, restore from destruc-
tion, and create a sense of home for those who are homesick.  
 
The book of Ruth offers us an earthy spirituality. It is ‘earthy’ because it deals 
with ordinary people coping with everyday life, and ‘spirituality’ in that the char-
acters of the story are alive to God. Life is messy, making theology untidy at 
times; this is especially true when it seems as if God has dealt bitterly with us.  
(Ruth 1:20-21). Remember these words from Jesus in the Gospel of John: “In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). The story of Ruth shows us that God can undertake and 
make the necessary provisions to help those in ‘trouble’ to overcome their cir-
cumstances. In fact, the story of Ruth is one in a series of biblical sequels to the 
lesson Abraham and Isaac learned on Mt. Moriah, namely that God is Jehovah 
Jireh, “the Lord will provide” (Gen 22:14).  
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This is why Jesus can assure his followers that God the Father is ever ready to 
provide for us in our daily troubles as we seek his kingdom and his righteous-
ness (Matthew 6:32-34). I encourage you to read the story of Ruth in one sit-
ting. It truly is a beautiful story.  
 
With hope, 

 
   Pastor Chris 

AUGUST SERMONS 

Date Sermon Title Scripture References 

8/7 The Mystery of Mercy  Ruth 1  

8/14 Wings of Refuge  Ruth 2  

8/21 Hitting Curve Balls  Ruth 3  

8/28 The Best Is Yet To Come  Ruth 4  
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Volunteer Needed:  

 We are looking for a volunteer to assist in counting the offering on Sundays 
after the 11 a.m. service. This will only be a few times a year in the months 
that have a fifth Sunday. Please contact the church office if you can help. 

 

Each week this summer, the Adult Discipleship Class 
uses selections from the book Spiritual Classics by 
Richard J. Forster & Emilie Griffin. You can purchase 
copies of this book on Amazon or eBay. The selections 
for August are listed below if you’d like to read ahead.  

 

Aug   7: Is Praying Difficult?  
              Superabundance of the Heart by André Louf 
Aug 14: Sarah’s Laughter by Frederick Buechner 
Aug 21: The Gift of Contemplation by Thomas Merton 
Aug 28: We are Called to Worship by Evelyn Underhill 

It’s that time of year again when stores will have back-
to-school supplies on sale. It is a great time to stock 
up on supplies for Operation Christmas Child boxes. 
Items needed include pencils, pencil sharpeners, col-
ored pencils, pens, markers, crayons, small note-
books and coloring books, tape, play dough, and glue 
sticks. Also, keep an eye out for deals on personal 
hygiene items like toothbrushes, combs, hairbrushes, 
washcloths, Band-Aids, etc. Please remember no liq-
uids are allowed, including toothpaste. There will be a 
packing party to put together boxes in the fall. 
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From the Ends 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and all 
of Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 
 
Mount Olympus church is engaged with a few individuals 
carrying the life-giving message of Jesus’ love to the 

ends of the earth. Many who we support are embedded in their own culture and 
are in places where the Good News threatens governments and ideals. Myan-
mar is such a place, and ministry is significantly challenged by civil war. The 
military tries to rule in place of the overthrown government while people have 
left jobs to protest this takeover, and others continue to believe that all of Myan-
mar should be Buddhist only. Schools are run by the military and are a place of 
protest, so shooting and bombing create a dangerous environment for children 
who want to learn. In this environment, David Biak Kung has headed up a The-
ological College and Orphanage for over a decade. God has given him the vi-
sion to also open a school. The newly built school lacks a military presence, so 
it is not a target. This makes the school a place of peaceful learning, where 
committed teachers present the life-giving message of Jesus’ love. This is a 
new adventure for David, and he asks for prayer. He is also looking for any 
help to develop a strong academic curriculum to draw more paying students. 
Join us as we pray for God’s kingdom to come in this “end of the earth.” 
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Our MOPC Team will be meeting Saturday,  
August 13th at 10:00 a.m. to Noon. The food 
bank is located at 3250 S and 900 W. Hope to 
see you there! Children over the age of 6 are 
welcome to come along with a parent. No open 
toed shoes! Let’s help others by giving some of 
our time to a worthy cause. Thanks! 

Every second Friday of the month, volunteers from MOPC help 
serve our community by giving their time to assist St. Vincent de 
Paul in providing food to those in need. On these Fridays, at 9 
a.m. a group gathers in the MOPC kitchen to prepare sandwich-
es to be delivered. Also, at 4:30 p.m., MOPC volunteers by 
serving meals at the St. Vincent de Paul soup kitchen.  If this is 

something you would like to participate in please sign up in the gathering area 
or contact the church for more information. The next opportunity to help will be 
Friday, August 12. 

The Shelves Are Getting Empty  
 
By the end of the summer, when people, and their 
thoughts, are elsewhere, food bank shelves start 
to run low on food. Crossroads Urban Center is no  
different.  
 

During August, the Local Mission Team is running a food drive to restock those 
shelves. Most of the items are non-perishable food, but other things are also 
needed, particularly baby items, especially large diapers and pull-ups. Paper 
bags with a list of needed items are available in the Gathering Area. Bags con-
taining donations can be left in the wooden wagon marked “Crossroads” in 
Gathering Area near the entrance to the gym and restrooms. 
 
More information about Crossroads Urban Center can be found 
at  www.crossroadsurbancenter.org  
 

http://www.crossroadsurbancenter.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

8 pm AA 

2 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

3 
 

1pm Chronic Con. 
7 pm Stephen 

Min 

4 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

5 
 

7 pm Rescue 
Mission 

8 pm AA 

6 
 

11 am AA 
  

Youth Zephyr Point Trip 

7 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class  

8 
 

8 pm AA 

9 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Deacons  

10 
 

11 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg  

12 
 

9 am Sandwich 
Making 

4:30 pm Soup 
Kitchen 
8 pm AA  

13 
 

10 am Utah Food 
Bank 

11 am AA 

14 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

3 pm MTB Ride 

15 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

16 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Session 

17 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Min 

18 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

19 
 

8 pm AA 

20 
 

11 am AA 

21 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

22 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

23 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

7 pm Facilities 
 

24 
 

25 
 

7 am Men Bible 
7 pm Women 

Bible  
7 pm Prayer Mtg 

26 
 

8 pm AA 

27 
 

11 am AA 

28 
 

8:30 & 11 am  
Worship 

9:45 Adult Disciple-
ship Class 

29 
 

12:30 Staff 
8 pm AA 

30 
 

6:30 am Men 
Bible Study 

 

31 
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MOPC Chronic Conditions Support Group   
 
If you have a chronic condition and sometimes, or of-
ten, feel alone, we encourage you to join our small 
group. The group meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 1 p.m. over Zoom. Through conversa-
tion and prayer, we are able to be real and share what 
is on our hearts with each other and God. Through 
listening and/or sharing, we support one another. If you have any questions, 
please text or call Janet Nelson at 801-560-9044. 

Zoom Meeting information: Meeting ID: 828 416 7430 Passcode: 826328 

June 2023 Kenya MOPC Mission Trip  
 
A multigenerational MOPC mission trip to Nai-
robi, Kenya, is being planned for June 2023. 
The dates being discussed are June 16 
through June 30. The mission trip is open to 
those over 18 years of age who attend MOPC, 
as well as students from the Inverted Student 
Ministry who will be going into 10th grade for 
the 2023-24 school year. Junior high students 
who will be going into 7th grade for the 2023-

24 school year may also participate if a parent accompanies them. We antici-
pate a group of 30-40 individuals. The group will spend the first week doing ser-
vice work at the ByGrace Mission outside of Nairobi, an organization with whom 
Pastor Chris has had a long relationship. While there, we will offer a five-day 
medical clinic, a VBS program for ByGrace children, and mentoring of ByGrace 
youth in career plans, computer skills, etc. We plan to raise funds to purchase 
solar panels for the ByGrace school and scholarships for youth. After our mis-
sion work, the group will have the chance to go on a three-day safari in the Am-
boseli National Park near the base of Mount Kilimanjaro. Amboseli contains a 
large concentration of elephants and other large bush animals. The cost per in-
dividual is estimated to be ~$3,000. However, a shorter reduced-price trip op-
tion will be available, which would exclude the Amboseli National Park safari. A 
planning team will be working out the details of the trip. Those interested in par-
ticipating or learning more can contact Dennis Winge 
(dennis.winge@hsc.utah.edu).   



The Mt. Olympus Mountain Biking Group will 
have two more rides this summer on  
August 14, and September 11.  
If you would like to join any of these rides,  
please RSVP by emailing Brian Babb at  
brian@temploproperties.com or contact the 
church office. 
 

August 14 will be a Wasatch Crest Trail ride 
(intermediate to advanced and strenuous) 
meeting in the MOPC parking lot at 3pm. 
RSVP by July 31. 
 

September 11 will be at Deer Valley starting at 3pm (all abilities welcome). 
RSVP by September 4. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 
 

Eight members of MOPC at-
tended the Heber Gathering of 
the Presbyterian Women in 
the Rocky Mountain Synod in 
July. Members assisted with 
airport transportation, served 
meals, and were speakers at 
the event. Bethany Jones 
spoke about IRC, and Mike 
Magill filled in as a speaker 
last minute when a scheduled 
speaker had to cancel due to 
Covid. Our MOPC PW donat-

ed $300.00 to the IRC of Salt Lake. These funds will go to purchase school sup-
plies and backpacks for the refugee children for the coming school year. Thank 
you to Mardi Lessey for donating her sewing talents to help MOPC PW raise 
money to be able to provide donations like these. 
 
We are still hoping for a September meeting in person. We will keep you in-
formed!  
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The summer is going by so fast! In July, we had a wonderful service trip to Ala-
mosa, CO, with our middle school students and helped at VBS (25 youth stu-
dents volunteered!). We will be off to Lake Tahoe the first week of August with 
our high school students for a retreat with other students from all over the state 
of Utah! This summer is most definitely the most ‘regular’ summer we’ve had in 
3 years (and Jared’s first ‘regular’ summer as Director of Youth Ministry). 
  
Between our service trips and retreats, we have been enjoying hiking in our 
beautiful mountains, joining together for days of service in our community, and 
going to places like Lagoon! We are so fortunate to have a thriving youth group 
in a vibrant intergenerational church! 

- Jared McClure, Director of Youth Ministry 
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A huge THANK YOU to everyone who made this year's VBS possible! Thank you 
to our 30 Crew Leaders, 18 Station Leaders and Assistant Station Leaders, our 
six fearless Kitchen Crew volunteers, our tech guru, actors, greeters, and check-
in volunteers, our set-up and clean-up crew, those who donated items, and those 
who prayed for VBS throughout the week. VBS was amazing, and I'm humbled by 
and grateful for your support.  

- Jen Christensen, Director of Children's Ministry 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Sarah Brozek  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Maddie Woodruff 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours:   
Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec. Administrator: sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: sbrozek@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 
Lonnie Baskett Chris Chytraus Brian Babb 
Mike Magill Mindy deHoll Jim Cobb 
Debra Penney Dan Shelly Paige Frame 
Kathy Wight Jon Woods Carlee Johnson 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2022: Mariko Hanabusa, Nancy Harper, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
Class of 2023: Abby Duzy, Katie Grover, Morgan McClure, Ciska Stinson,  
  Mary Templeman, Amy Wall 
Class of 2024: Jill Baskett, Karen Bren, Marina Collins, Sheridan Metcalf, Lorie Seeger,  
  Karen Spackman 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website: www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


