
The mission of Mount Olympus 

Presbyterian Church is to invite 

people to experience Jesus 

Christ and become his passion-

ate followers.  
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WORSHIP WITH US ON  
FACEBOOK LIVE! 

We will take a journey through the life of Apostle Paul 
 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

MOPC Kids’ Week was an online event created by our Children’s Ministry  
after Vacation Bible School had to be cancelled due to Covid-19. 

 More photos on pages 13-15.  
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Dear Friends, 
 
Summer is in full swing and it has been fun for me to hear 
about the many vacations, camping trips, road trips, and 
hiking trips that many in our congregation have been able 
to enjoy despite the pandemic. Some have had to change 
plans and make alternative choices for travel. I have been 
encouraged by the ways in which people have adapted 
their plans in order to persist in upholding their high values 
of family relationships, rest, play, and time together. These 
things help sustain our gratitude for God’s blessings and 
provision. For our family, instead of taking a vacation, we 

moved here. As challenged as we are with an unfinished house and an entirely 
new environment, we are blessed by your welcome and support. We have also 
been intentional about finding places and moments where we can enjoy and 
celebrate our family’s life together, too.  
 
The point is that we are all seeking to find our way through this pandemic. We 
are trying to adapt while still upholding our highest values in life. The beginning 
months of the pandemic were disorienting enough, and we adapted by hunker-
ing down, expecting a swift return to the status quo. As the months dragged on, 
we then kissed the status quo goodbye. Covid-19 has disrupted our lives, our 
businesses, our schools, and our churches, and it has not gone away yet.  
 
As we look forward to a new academic year, we are shifting our church imagina-
tions from “hunker down” mode to a longer journey ahead. It is not ideal to wor-
ship online, to refrain from singing, to carry anxiety about mask-wearing wherev-
er we go, to try to make everything work. But this is our reality for the foreseea-
ble future, and our spiritual needs remain. They are not going away. In fact, our 
circumstance only compounds our need for spiritual care for ourselves and one 
another. Thus, it would be harmful to ourselves and others to give up on God, 
worship and the spiritual health of our community.  
 
We come to worship, whether online or in person, whether singing or not, in or-
der to offer ourselves to God in response to his grace. We need it for our sanity 
in this time, if nothing else. But we also come to worship online not just to honor 
God or to be filled up, but also for our sisters and brothers in Christ who need 
our encouragement in that setting. If you choose to sit out, not only do you give 
up your right to hear from the Spirit in worship (by the way, we are most open to  
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God’s voice when in worship), but you also relinquish the gift of your presence 
which encourages the body as well as particular persons who may need a word 
of encouragement from you, too.  
 
The good news is that God is not limited to the form of worship that we have 
always known. God isn’t limited by anything, frankly. So, though the experience 
of online worship may not be as emotionally enjoyable as before, God is the 
same. God’s love is the same and its availability is the same. The only thing 
that needs to adapt is our seeing and hearing.  
 
Can you imagine how hard it must have been for the people of Israel, whose 
worship was centered around the Temple in Jerusalem, to figure out how to 
worship when they were exiled in Babylon? God never left them. In fact, he in-
structed them to accept their new reality, to find new ways to worship, and to 
promote goodness among their enemies (Jeremiah 29). They had to learn how 
to live and worship as strangers in a strange land.  
 
Such is the case for us. Being a Christian in a time of shut down is a lot like be-
ing a stranger in a strange land. It may be a long year, but God does his best 
work in seasons like this. We will continue to offer opportunities to grow in faith, 
fellowship and service. I hope that you will not only suffer the loss of what you 
once knew, but also embrace the opportunity to engage in new ways of growing 
in your faith. The ministry of the church will go forth and not be stopped by the 
pandemic. But it is and will adapt its forms, accordingly. I just want to encour-
age you to hang in there and watch God surprise you in the months ahead.  
 
       -Pastor Chris 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

Based on the results of the recent survey and recommendations of the Health 
Team and Session, our congregation is not ready to return to in-person worship 
and a limited number of volunteers can be admitted to the sanctuary at one 
time. If you are eager to return to worship, you can volunteer to help with the 
service in some way.  Volunteers are needed to run sound and computer, read 
scripture, pray or read the announcements.  To volunteer, call the church office 
at 801-277-2674 or email sbarnish@mtopres.org. 
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AUGUST SERMONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the Reformation, it has been customary to read Paul as the enemy of 

‘legalism’ in religion (Law and Gospel). Though important in its own way, this 

issue does not represent Paul’s central thrust. Instead, we as the 21st century 

Church would do well to learn from Paul the true significance of Christ-shaped 

monotheism and of the new covenant in the Spirit, which together provide the 

basis, rationale, content and pattern for the church’s life and mission in the 

world. 

August 2 One Badge of Membership  Acts 15:1-3 

August 9 The True Meaning of Life  Acts 17:16-21 

August 16 God's Plan for Your Future  2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2 

August 23 Out of Many, One   Romans 1:1-5, 16-17 

August 30 It's a New Day   Ephesians 2:8-18 

  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— 
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.   

    Ephesians 2:8 
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP VIA ZOOM 

 

Beginning Sunday, August 9 at 9:00 a.m. the Gospel of John Adult Discipleship 

Class picks up where it left off last March, via Zoom.  

This is the “different” gospel of Jesus Christ and will provide us with a deeper 

insight into his life and message. Every Sunday a walk-through of this gospel 

will be led by a rotating panel of teachers.  

If you are interested in attending this Zoom class contact Jim Cobb 

(jamescobb@icloud.com), Brad Bertelsen (brad.bertelsen@gmail.com) or the 

church office (sbarnish@mtopres.org) and we will email you the link for the 

class. 

 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light,  

so that through him all men might believe.  
John 1:6 
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MOPC MINISTRY SURVEY RESULTS 
 

Many thanks to everyone who completed the online survey regarding options for 
the various ministries at MOPC during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The results showed that a majority of our members are not ready to worship in-
side our sanctuary until there is either a vaccine or a significant decrease in 
Covid-19 cases regardless of the safety protocols. A larger percentage would 
consider outdoor worship with social distancing, but 42.9% said they are not 
likely to attend outdoor services. 
 
Most of our congregation feels favorable to Zoom classes and meetings, with 
only 9.8% saying they have no interest in using Zoom. Of the potential Zoom 
offerings, 67.4% of survey respondents expressed an interest in Adult Educa-
tion classes, with Care Groups via Zoom receiving a 44.6% positive response, 
and prayer meetings a 37% positive response.  
 
So, we learned that while MOPC is not yet ready to return to in-person worship, 
the majority of our congregation is amenable to participating in online, Zoom 
classes and meetings. (See survey results on next page.) 
 
The most positive outcome of the survey was the fact that 94.3% of respondents 
are participating in our Facebook Live worship services. 
 
 



Page 7  

“Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the 
places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, confusion, 
and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry out with 
those in misery, to mourn with those who are lonely, to 
weep with those in tears. Compassion requires us to be 
weak with the weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable, and 
powerless with the powerless. Compassion means full im-
mersion in the condition of being human.”  

          -Henri J.M. Nouwen 
 
The Mount is beginning a series on compassion throughout August and into 
September. If you feel like 2020 has been disorienting, you are not alone. It has 
been a powerful disruption to change how we gather and come together. The 
vulnerability we experience in a state of uncertainty can also be a naturally im-
mersive first step into having compassion for others. We would like to spend 
some time discussing how compassion is expressed and exemplified in the Bi-
ble, and how we as a church body can allow our experience to deepen our rela-
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FOOD AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTION 

The Local Mission Team (LMT) is collecting non-perishable food, diapers, 
wipes, and formula for Crossroads Urban Center 
(www.crossroadsurbancenter.org) and back to school backpacks, lunch boxes, 
calculators, and Walmart gift cards in small amounts for Holding Out Help 
(www.holdingouthelp.org), which is an outreach for persons leaving polygamy.  
Collection times: 

Sundays Aug 2 & 9:  

8:00-11:30 a.m. in the Crossroads “wagon” on the church patio by the entrance 
to the Gathering Area. 

11:30 a.m-1:00 p.m. in the parking lot. Stop by the umbrella and an LMT mem-
ber will unload from your car to maintain social distancing. 

Monday Aug 10: 
 
6:00-8:00 p.m. in the parking lot . Stop by the umbrella and an LMT member will 
unload from your car to maintain social distancing 

http://www.crossroadsurbancenter.org
http://www.holdingouthelp.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Events  

1 
 

 

 
 

2  
 
 

 

10 am Worship on  
Facebook Live 

 

12:15 Global Missions 
 

6 pm The Mount on 
Zoom 

3  

 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

6:30 pm Local 
Missions 

4 
 

\ 
 

6:30 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

5   

 

7 pm Youth 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

Stephen Ministry 

6  

Gabriella Stapely 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

7  

 

8  

 
Utah Food Bank 

10– 12  

9  

 
 

10 am Worship on  
Facebook Live 

 

6 pm The Mount on 
Zoom 

10 
 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
 

11  

 
6:30 am Men’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm Finance 
 
 
 

12 
7 pm Youth 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

13  

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

  

14  

 

 

15  

 

 

16  
 

10 am Worship on  
Facebook Live 

 

6 pm The Mount on 
Zoom 

17  

 
 

12:30 pm Staff 

18 
 

6:30 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm Session 
 

 

19 
 

7 pm Youth 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
Stephen Ministry 

  

20  

 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

10 am Worship on  
Facebook Live 

 

6 pm The Mount on 
Zoom 

 
 

24  

 

12:30 pm Staff 
7 pm Personnel 

Team 
 

25 
 

6:30 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm Facilities 
Team 

26 
 

         7 pm Youth 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

27 
 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

9:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
      

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

30  
 

10 am Worship on  
Facebook Live 

 

6 pm The Mount on 
Zoom 

31 
 

12:30 pm Staff 
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These  “social sticks” were inspired by Native American “talking sticks” and Ab-
original “communication sticks.”  They are 6-feet-long, which helps people en-
vision the recommended length for social distancing. Marilyn Marshall pur-
chased the bamboo poles at a local garden department and decorated 
them. She says that decorating social sticks can be a fun home art project.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOPC will work on August 8 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Due to COVID-19, we 
are limited to 10 people. Call the church office if you would like to volunteer.  
 
People in high risk categories should not attend.  
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Mount Easter Vigil 
2019 

OPEN THAT GATE 
Squatters Hill Preschool and Slum Feeding Program 

 
The Kenyan government closed schools due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and the 
Squatters Hill preschool in the Nakuru slums that we support through Open 
That Gate has been affected. Although classes are not in session, the school 
staff continues to feed more than 400 slum children daily. A wonderful video 
was just released by Kenya Partners, the mission group we have worked with in 
Nakuru. The link is listed below if you want to watch. Jamie White continues to 
serve on the board at Kenya Partners. MOPC has contributed funds to build a 
four classroom structure at the Squatters Hill school. We seek to continue to as-
sist the preschool staff in feeding these children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The image above was taken from the second floor of the new building we built. 
The slum children enter through the open gate door and proceed with social dis-
tancing (white lines in the dirt) around the courtyard to the feeding station. 
 
Kenya Partners video link: 
https://www.kenyapartners.com/covid-19-update 
 
If you want to make a donation to assist in providing food supplies for this feed-
ing program, please send your contribution to the MOPC church office specify-
ing "Open That Gate." 
• Venmo: mountolympuschurch 
• Credit Card (PayPal): go to https://www.mountolylmpuschurch.com/

donate 
• Check: mail to MOPC, 3280 East 3900 South, SLC 84124 

https://mountolympuspresbyterianchurch.createsend1.com/t/j-l-qhtmyd-l-f/
https://mountolympuspresbyterianchurch.createsend1.com/t/j-l-qhtmyd-l-z/
https://mountolympuspresbyterianchurch.createsend1.com/t/j-l-qhtmyd-l-z/
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Inverted Student Ministry has adapted  
very well to the change needed during this 
season of life. We have shifted to online 
Zoom meetings and have had a great time 
getting to see how students decorate their 
rooms, getting to meet their pets, and see-
ing siblings of students who have since 
graduated and are home for this season. 
 
In July we raised 217 pounds of food and 
collected 100 COVID protection kits for the 

C rossroads Urban C enter in a joint effort 
with students from local PC US A churches.  

O ur students enjoy weekly outdoor hikes that provide exercise and  
social interaction in a physically distant setting (by family groups).  



Page 13  

 

Lots of art work, craft projects, and Bible-related activities were  
done during Kids’ Week by MOPC’s industrious participants! 
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The art work completed by this sister and brother  
is proudly displayed in their front window. 

 

He listens to his Zoom leader as he works on this craft. 



Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped make our Virtual Mt. O Kids' 
Week possible: Jesse and Halle Allen, Brian and Courtney Babb, Lillie Barnish, 
Tonya Baskett, Sarah Brozek, Matt Cain, Abby Duzy, The Jones kids, the John-
son Family, Megan Judkins, Jackie Longmore, and Zoe and Zade Saunders!  It 
was a wonderful week that would not have been possible without all of your pa-
tience, love, and hard work, thank you! 
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Siblings watched their Zoom leader and worked on their projects together. 



            Ministry Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Chris Pritchett 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jared McClure 
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry Matt Cain 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Director of The Mount Matt Cain 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Shanda Hildebrand 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours during Covid Quarantine:   
        Mon—Fri 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: cpritchett@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride Lonnie Baskett 
Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell Mike Magill 
Bill Loos Richard Murphy Debra Penney 
Lori Jones Gayle Woolf Kathy Wight 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 

Class of 2022: Sophia Barnish, Mariko Hanabusa, Tony Huston, DeeAnn Jorgensen,  
  Karen Krenz, Lauri Winge 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Judy Davis 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


