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Happening in August: 
 

Summer in the Psalms Continues  
(Sermon titles on page 4) 

Night at the Ballpark on August 15  
(Details on page 14) 

Farewell to the Whites on August 18  
(See pages 4-5) 

“Open That Gate” Golf Fundraiser on August 24 
(Details and sign-up form on page 10) 

Hike Church 
Join us for our final hike of the summer on August 31! 
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Meals were taken at round tables where conversations sprung naturally among the 
conference attendees. There was so much in common among us all. On all sides were 
pastors of churches in transition. Cindy and I were settling into dinner one evening when 
three young women joined us. One from Texas, one from Michigan and one from Berke-
ley, California. Assumptions rose in my mind. Berkeley?! Must be a true radical.  

We talked. Pleasantries at first and then, deeper, sharing stories of life and ministry. 
She had an accent. English was not her first language. It was getting interesting. She 
told of how she landed in Berkeley because her husband was in a doctorate program at 
UC Berkeley. The move meant leaving her congregation in Germany with two young 
children in tow. She spoke of how the Lutheran synod in Germany assured her of a pul-
pit and lined her up with a German-English congregation in Berkeley.  

Tia loves Berkeley, and she is a little bit radical. Radical in the sense of seeing eve-
ryone as a child of God and all of life as her parish. Her spirit was infectious. Her identifi-
cation with Jesus was inspiring. Her interest in people was full and, well, radical. 

Tia shared tales of searching for community in the multi-ethnic, diverse city. She 
wanted to know her neighbors. She found an online app called Nextdoor that works by 
plugging in your address. Once in what follows are hundreds of ways to interact with the 
people who live close by. Someone had some plums still on the tree, free for the pick-
ing. She went and filled a basket. Her daughters needed leotards for a dance class. She 
asked on the site and within hours a neighbor whose own daughters had grown up invit-
ed her over. Tia talked with them all. She showed up at gatherings listed on the site and 
has fallen in love with her neighborhood. Big Berkeley has become like a small town to 
her. 

Of course, Tia’s experience is nothing new. She is only listening to the voice of Je-
sus in her heart, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Jesus was responding to 
religious law keepers who were trying to test him on which of the many commandments 
was the greatest, or to have the most force. It was a trick because to favor one would be 
to unfavor another, and he would then be caught in de-valuing the Law of Moses; a 
heresy in the eyes of the Pharisees.  

Jesus was brilliant. He fused the law together. Love of God, love of neighbor. “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 
22:37-40) I like Dale Bruner’s comment on what Jesus did in his answer: “His Double-
Love Command gives humans a direction to face and a way to be.” 

Tia is such a radical listener to Jesus. She is loving her neighbors. She is not alone. In 
many communities followers of Christ are hearing this call anew. In recent days I am 
bumping into people who are seeking to face a new direction and way to be when it 

One Evening at Dinner with Tia 
Pastor Steve Weber 
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comes to their neighbors. There is a neighboring movement going on. One pastor in 
Colorado, I read about, said, “we were defining ‘neighbor’ as everyone in the world. 
Unfortunately, when everyone in the world is your neighbor, that often means that no 
one is. We started thinking, how about we start by loving, in practical ways, the peo-
ple right next door.” 

Tia told us about all the times she called on her neighbors for something she 
needed. She confessed she felt guilty she had little to offer in return. So, she offered 
what she could. She listed on Nextdoor that she was available to listen. The notice 
was completely upfront in saying she was a Lutheran pastor from Germany with train-
ing in counseling. Within hours she was contacted, and she met a woman in a local 
park to walk and talk. After a few moments of small talk, the woman opened her life 
to Tia, and she listened.  

So radical! Meeting Tia and hearing her story was enlightening. I joined Nextdoor 
for the neighborhood around Mt O which is appropriately called, “Olympus Splendor.” 
There are all sorts of ways to connect with our neighbors up here on the bench, and 
this is true wherever you may live in the city. Someone even has apricots ready and 
free for the picking. It just means meeting our neighbors. Let’s get radical! 

Cindy and I on the last day of “The Art of Transitional Ministry” at Zephyr Point 
on Lake Tahoe: We are on the far left, with a tree growing out of my head. Tia’s shining 
eyes are at the base of the middle tree, behind the man in the plaid shirt, who happens 
to be my good friend, Erwin Goedicke, one of the pastors in my Covenant Group. He 
has been the pastor of Northside Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati for 32 years. He’s a 
radical neighbor in his own right.  



Page 4  

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
 

This summer we will engage with the Psalter of Scripture. The Psalms are gen-
uine, insightful, challenging, and filled with hope. Eugene Peterson, author of 
The Message, said, “The Psalms train us in honest prayer.” These 150 poems 
give us an inside look at the heart of faithful people who are seeking to live God
-centered lives. Please join us as we reflect together on the Psalms. 

August 4  Psalm 91 – Abide 

August 11  Psalm 121 – Singularity 

August 18  Psalm 119 – Words 
August 25   Psalm 8 – Wonder 

September 1 Psalm 84 – One Day 

A Theological Reflection: “How Ministry at MOPC Has Shaped My Faith” 
 

Jamie White will speak during the Adult Discipleship time on Sunday, August 
18, about her faith progression and theological preparation for seminary during 
her ministry with MOPC youth and families these past 14 years. All are invited 
to this event on her final Sunday with us before departing for Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary to begin the Master of Divinity degree program this fall. Jamie 
and Dave will be in both worship services and will be sent off with a pot-blessed 
lunch and program following the second service. Join us in honoring Jamie and 
Dave’s ministry among us.  
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Say it isn’t so! Dave and Jamie gotta go… 

Ah the day we have dreaded is drawing near…August 18 is the White’s 

last Sunday at MOPC before they depart for Princeton, New Jersey.   

We will gather after the 11:00 a.m. service for a lunch-time celebration 

of all of the ways in which Jamie, Dave and their family have enriched 

our community.  The format will be potluck so bring a dish to share and 

plan to be there! 
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MEN’S BOOK CLUB  
 
On Saturday, August 17 at 7:00 p.m. we will meet at 
Bruce Davidson’s home to discuss Love Does by Bob 
Goff. RSVP to Mark Templeman. His email address is  
MCTempleman@aol.com.  

MOPC sent seven students under the leadership of Matt Cain to Presbyterian Youth 
Triennium 2019 (PYT19) at Purdue University in Indiana. They were joined by 13 other 
Utah students. Triennium is a Presbyterian youth general assembly for high school 
aged students. PYT19 was an incredible week with over 5,000 Presbyterian teenagers 
from around the globe. Our teenagers played hard, met in small groups with students 
from all walks of life, and heard from amazing speakers each evening in worship. We 
want to thank you for helping give our teenagers such an incredible experience! 
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As we were hiking the 
Willow Creek Trail on 
June 29, we passed a 
hiker who asked if we 
are a family.  “Well, yes, 
in a way we are,” said 
Nancy Douglass! 
 
Join us on August 31 for 
our next adventure in 
God’s great outdoors! 
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UTAH FOOD BANK 

"Roll out the barrels!"   
No worries: the barrels have 
been cleaned for the coming 
year. Join the MOPC team at 
the food bank on Saturday, 
August 10 from 10:00 a.m. til 
12:00 noon. It is located at 
3150 S 900 W. Even though the 
weather is hot, no open-toed shoes!  

CROSSROADS URBAN 
CENTER 

People are hungry all year 
round, so keep your contribu-
tions coming! This month 
Crossroads especially needs 
bottled water and single-
serve juice drinks and the 

items listed on the paper bag in your 
church mailbox. Leave donations in 
the Crossroads wagon. 

The Local Missions Team announces 
that our annual food drive for Cross-
roads Urban Center will be in August. By 
the end of summer, the food pantry at 
Crossroads is very empty. You will find 
paper bags in your church mailboxes and in the gathering area with a list of 
suggested food donations stapled to the bags. For more information, go to 
www.crossroadsurbancenter.org.  

Summer is flying by and it’s al-
ready time to sign up for the 2019 
Women’s Retreat at Snowbird on 
October 4, 5 and 6.  The cost is 
$225 to share a room or loft; $125 
for sofa bed.  Bed-sharing rates 
vary.  Private rooms are available 
upon request.  You must sign up 
early to guarantee type of room 
and roommate request.  Sign up in 
the gathering area after both ser-
vices.  Scholarships are available. 

http://www.crossroadsurbancenter.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
 

 

6:30 p.m. PAL 
7:00 p.m. Chil-

dren’s Team 
Meeting 

2  

Lorel Huhnke 
Tate Hoefler 

 

7:00 p.m. Rescue 
Mission 

7:00 p.m. AA 

3  

 

 
 

11:00 a.m. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin 

Church 

 
   

 

   

4  

 
 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45  Adult Discipleship  

12:15 Global Missions 
6:00 p.m. The Mount 

6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

5 
 
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:30 p.m. Staff 

6:00 p.m. Moun-
tain Biking 

6:30 p.m. Local 
Missions 

7:00 p.m. AA 

6  

Perry Ng 
Gabriella Stapely 

 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible  
Study 

 

7 
Beth Cobb 

 

7:00 p.m. Ste-
phen Ministry 

8  

Tyler Johnson 
 

6:30 p.m. PAL 

  
  

9  

Julie Shaheen 
 

9:00 a. m .Sandwich 
making  

4:45 p.m. St Vincent 
de Paul Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 
 

10  

Al Hammond 
Marilyn Marshall 

Mindy DeHoll 
 

10:00 a.m. Utah Food 
Bank  

11:00 a..m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

11  
 
 

8:30 & 11:00  Worship 
9:45  Kenya Presentation  

6:00 p.m. The Mount 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

12  

 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:00 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. AA 

13 
Jeff Lee 

 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  Finance 
 
 

14 
Jeff Silliman 

 
 

15  

 
 

6:30 p.m. PAL 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 

17 
Mark Reinbold 
Con Yee Ling 
Seth Mascaro 

Eleanor Young 
 

11:00 a..m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

18  

 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 Jamie White 

Presentation  
12:15 p.m. Jamie’s 

Farewell pot-blessed 
Luncheon  

6:00 p.m. The Mount 

19  

Talia Stivender 
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:00 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. AA 

20 
Asher Allen 

 
 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Session  

21 
 

7:00 p.m. Ste-
phen Ministry 

22  
 
 

6:30 p.m. PAL 
 

      

23 
Liz Woods 

Wayne Askew 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
 

24 
James Stephenson 

 

8:00 a.m. Open that 
Gate Golf Fundraiser 

11:00 a.m. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

25  

Chuck Graybill 
Kyle Greeneisen 

 

8:30 & 11:00   Worship 
9:45 a.m. Adult Disciple-

ship  
6:00 p.m. The Mount 

6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

26 
 

9:30 a.m. Golf 
12:00 p.m. Staff 

7:00 p.m. Person-
nel 

7 p.m. AA 

27 
Kaye Meidinger 

 

6:30 a.m.  Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Facilities  

28 
 

 

29 
6:30 p.m. PAL 

30 
Halle Allen 

 

7:00 p.m. AA 

31 
 

11:00 a.m.. AA 
6:30 p.m. Chin Church 

 Birthdays  
& Events 
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Our MOPC Youth 
Ministry team has 
long supported 
the Squatters Hill 
Feeding Program 
and Nursery 
School for ne-
glected children 
under 6 years of 
age. Squatters 
Hill, is a rural slum area in Nakuru, 
Kenya. The residents live in abject 
poverty, without access to running wa-
ter, sanitation, or consistent electricity. 
The Squatters Hill School Project now 
educates up to 225 children and feeds 
up to 300 children six days per week. 
However limited space means many 
hungry children are turned away daily. 
Families in the area often “dump” their 
children outside the gates at the Hill to 

fend for themselves. 
These are the chil-
dren who will benefit 
from this fundraiser. 
MOPC seeks to ex-
pand the Squatters 
Hill School Project 
to feed and educate 
an additional 150 
children. The goal of 

“Open That Gate” was to raise $25,000 
to build an additional story on our ex-
isting structure, which has been done, 
and an additional $25,000 to ensure 
that there is a budget in place for staff-
ing, food, and supplies for two years.  
 
A golf tournament at Sun Hills Golf 
Course on Saturday, August 24 will 
contribute to this goal. (Details and 
sign-up form below.) 

Date: Saturday, August 24; 8:00 a.m. shotgun start 
Place: Sun Hills Golf Course, Layton, Utah (Next to Hill AFB) 
Cost: $75 per person; 4-person scramble teams consist of men, women,   

12+ years (singles can sign up and be paired with others on a team) 
Lunch:    Lunch will be served at the Sun Hills café.  
Invitees: Please invite family and friends.  

Entry fee covers 18 holes, cart, lunch, prizes, $25 donation to Kenya Partners.  

Sign up form (please print) 

Name    Phone #  Handicap or /Average Score 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
(Make payment to MOPC; deadline for payment is August 12) 
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE ELECTED 
 

On Sunday, July 28, Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church elected a Pastor 
Nominating Committee with the charge to conduct a search and bring back a 
candidate for the congregation to elect as the next installed Pastor/Head of Staff 
for Mt O. These 11 members have a large task before them over the next year. 
They will begin to meet this month and there will be many, many meetings as 
they focus on the mission and direction of our ministry together.  
 
Initially, the task will include developing a Mission Information Form which can-
didates will read to determine if their faith and skills match the needs and hopes 
of the church. Eventually the PNC will read many Personal Information Forms 
from prospective candidates, listen to sermons, conduct phone interviews, 
speak with references and gather information. As the field narrows, they will 
meet face-to-face with a few candidates, spend a weekend with them, hear 
them preach and lead worship in a “neutral pulpit” site. Finally, in a process that 
could take up to a year, a candidate will be brought forward to Mt O for approval 
as the next pastor. 
 
While much of the work of the PNC is done with a degree of confidentiality, the 
committee is committed to clear communication regarding how the process is 
coming along. It will not share names of prospective pastors, but general infor-
mation will be made available. Take a moment to thank our PNC for committing 
to this big responsibility. Please hold our PNC in your prayers! 
 
 

Our Pastor Nominating Committee 
Jesse Allen  Gwen Mitchell 
Jim Cobb  Megan Shelly 
Bethany Jones Kathy Terrion 
Greta Martin  Greg Wight 
Steve Mascaro Dennis Winge 
Terry Meidinger 
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Jared McClure is officially HERE as Youth Director and his office hours will 
begin August 5. As he prepares for the fall, he will contact families regarding the 
Youth Group Kick Off on Wednesday, September 4 and the annual Youth Cal-
endar. Feel free to contact him at jmcclure@mtopres.org.  

Jared with his daughter, Vivian, and wife, Morgan 

Hey MOPC! 
 

If you don’t know me already, I’m Jared Cody Gunther McClure IV... jk, I’m not 
the fourth... I served as Jamie’s assistant for a few years before I went to work 
at Apple three years ago. I’m 29 years old. I love skateboarding, riding bikes, 
golfing (feel free to take me anytime!), and hanging out in the back yard with my 
wife Morgan and daughter Vivian. I studied theology at Calvary Chapel Bible 
College and am currently a student at Salt Lake Community College and Weber 
State University. I will graduate with a Composite Degree of Social Sciences for 
teaching secondary education.  
 

Morgan, Vivian and I are thrilled to be back at MOPC serving the youth and en-
joying the community here. We are excited to make the Kingdom come to earth 
as it is in heaven. Please let me know how we can be of help to you. Have us 
over for dinner or come over our place! 

mailto:jmcclure@mtopres.org
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White’s Farewell… 
It’s nearly time to say goodbye as our family heads east to Princeton Theological 
Seminary for the next 2-3 years in order for me to finish up my M. Div and pursue 
ordination. Our last Sunday will be August 18 and then we’ll begin our trek east. 
Though we intend to return to Salt Lake after my studies and will be popping in to 
visit MOPC from time to time during this season, our relationship with all of you is 
changing. We will no longer be your youth ministers and it is time to attach and nur-
ture your relationships with Jared and Morgan McClure and Matt and Bre Cain—all 
incredible folks who dearly love our church and care so deeply for its families. You 
are in capable hands! Though this transition will be hard for us all, it is important 
that we all figure out how to say ‘goodbye’ in order to continue to grow and change 
as God is leading us.  

Everyone keeps asking us how we feel about the move… and the honest answer is 
that we have mixed emotions. We are excited to head out on an adventure. I am 
thrilled to be able to study at Princeton with some incredible folks and work toward 
ordination. Yet we also feel terribly sad to leave a place we have LOVED living, 
both in Salt Lake Valley and in our church family at MOPC. We don’t know what life 
looks like in New Jersey and it will take us a season to figure out new life/school/
work rhythms. We will need to find a new church to worship with and we will have 
to work on developing new friendships. We want to jump into life at PTS and be 
present during the short season we are there, though this will take intentional effort 
and energy. We expect to feel loss/grief at leaving what has been our home here, 
but we are trusting God with our ability to heal and enjoy this new season.  

Would you please pray for us? Pray for our Chase and Mila; for loving teachers and 
solid new friendships. Pray for Dave’s new employment (no job lined up quite yet) 
and to find new outside adventures (there are no mountains in Princeton!). Pray for 
Jamie to learn and grow in ways that will prepare her for what God has in store 
next. Pray for Blake, who will be staying in SLC and working on his sobriety and 
adulting. Most of all, pray that we are present to how God is at work and allowing 
Jesus to guide us in the next right steps for us. You can count on us praying for 
you, too. We love you dearly and will miss you terribly.  

Grace and peace,  

Jamie White 
 
*As of August 26, our mailing address will be 501 Farber Road #219, Princeton, NJ 
08540. Our cell phone numbers will remain the same. Our email addresses will 
change to jamiemwhite12@gmail.com and davidbertonwhite@gmail.com.  

mailto:jamiemwhite12@gmail.com
mailto:davidbertonwhite@gmail.com
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In July, MOPC's Children's Ministry hosted an exciting, wild, loud, fun-filled week 
of Vacation Bible School! 140 children, ages 4 years old through 5th grade, at-
tended.  There were countless opportunities for "God Sightings" and everyone 
had a great time learning more about the fact that no matter what is going on in 
your life, God's goodness is constant!   

Words cannot express my gratitude for the over 50 volunteers who helped to 
make this week successful, and the many others who supported VBS with their 
generous donations of various needed items!  The love and support that was 
poured out in preparation for, and during this week, was incredible! You, the vol-
unteers and supporters, have truly been MY "God Sightings" throughout Vaca-
tion Bible School. From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU!  

        -Jen Christensen 

 
Play Ball!  Mt O is going to the ballpark! All are invited 
to attend a Salt Lake City Bee’s baseball game at 
Smith’s Ballpark. The Bee’s are the AAA affiliate of the 
Los Angeles Angels and will play the El Paso Chihua-
huas with the first pitch at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Sign up in the gathering area on Sunday mornings or 
call the church office. Tickets will be in the $10-13 
range depending on how many sign up and where our 
seats are located. There’s not a bad seat in the park. 
Dig out your glove and join us! 

A NIGHT AT THE BALLPARK: THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 
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            Church Staf f       Contact Information 

Pastor Steve Weber 
Pastor Emeritus Jeff Silliman 
Executive Administrator  Sheila Barnish 
Administrative Assistant Emily Piper  
Director of Youth Ministry Jamie White 
Asst. Director of Youth Ministry Matt Cain 
Director of Children’s Ministry  Jen Christensen 
Director of The Mount Matt Cain 
Treasurer Jeanne Mehlhoff 
Director of Childcare Shanda Hildebrand 
Facilities Manager  John Mehlhoff 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Phone: (801) 277-2674     
Fax:  (801) 277-2059 
Pastoral Email: pweber@mtopres.org 
Exec Administrator:  sbarnish@mtopres.org 
Newsletter Email: epiper@mtopres.org 
 

Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
Address: 3280 East 3900 South 
 Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Elders Serving on Session 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 
Cathy Dupont Brenda Alcorn Nate McBride 
Debbie Mascaro Chuck Graybill Gwen Mitchell 
Bob Piper Bill Loos Richard Murphy  
Seth Wall Lori Jones Gayle Woolf 

OUR MINISTRY OF CARE 
Board of Deacons 

 

Class of 2019: Jill Baskett, Pauline Forster, Greta Martin, Bonnie Paisley, Terry Rees, 

  Sher Santaw  

Class of 2020: Alex Baskett, Beth Cobb, Jim Cobb, Kathy Moore, Yoko Nuttal,  Anne-Gerrie 
Van Hien 

Class of 2021: Sanae Adams, Sarah Brozek, Debbie Graybill, Kaye Meidinger, Chris Stapley, 
  Liz Woods 
 

Stephen Ministers 
Kathy Terrion*, Candy Vila*, Barbara Alexander, Don Alexander, Sheridan Metcalf, Judy Davis 

* Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

Website:  www.mountolympuschurch.com 
Visit Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountolympuspresbyterian 


