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     It is Wednesday of our Savior’s passion week. Jesus, having left the Temple the previous day, 
would gather with His disciples on the Mount of Olives where He would share an orderly and 
extended teaching known as the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24:1-25:46; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36). 
This teaching contains the signs of Christ’s return and the events associated with it.  Matthew’s 
extended account of these teachings begins with the following question by His disciples; “As He was 
sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 
things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matt. 24:3) 
Prior to these teachings, Jesus had exposed the false teaching and hypocrisy of the Pharisees 
(Matt. 23:1-39). When Jesus finished this teaching, the Jewish leaders gathered at the home of 
Caiaphas plotting together to kill Him (Matt. 26:3-5). Wednesday is marked by a conspiring that 
would result in the betrayal of Jesus the Christ. Two individual followers of Christ and their deeply 
held affections come into view which serve to flesh out the one who would betray Him; The one who 
would love Christ and the one who would love money. 
 
The One Who Would Love Christ (Matt. 26:6-7) 
     Mary was the sister of Martha and Lazarus. They were like family to Jesus and He stayed in their 
home in Bethany regularly throughout His ministry. Here we find Jesus in Bethany at the home of 
Simon the Leper (Matt. 26:6) “A woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, 
and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table” (Matt.26:7).  John tells us that Mary was 
this woman (John 12:3). Andreas Kostenberger notes the extravagant cost of this perfume, "One 
denarius was the daily remuneration of a common laborer...Three hundred denarii is therefore 
roughly equivalent to a year's wages, since no money was earned on Sabbaths and other holy days. 
The perfume was outrageously expensive because it was imported all the way from northern India. 
Its great value may indicate Mary and her family were very wealthy.  Alternatively, this may have 
been a family heirloom that had been passed down to Mary." (Andreas Kostenberger, John-Baker Exegetical 

Commentary On The New Testament, [Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2004], 363) 
     Jesus defends this extravagant and costly gift of Mary, describing it as an act of preparing His 
body for burial. To this day Mary testifies to the love she had for her Savior (Matt. 26:13)!  
 
The One Who Would Love Money (Matt. 26:8-9; John 12:4-6) 
     While Matthew’s account shares that all of the disciples were indignant and protested the 
wasteful use of this costly perfume, John reveals that Judas was the spokesman who lodged his 
complaint that this gift could generate support for the poor (John 12:5).  But the true motives of 
Judas’s heart were exposed, for  “he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it” (John 
12:6). Driven by a heart full of greed, Judas would take his place in redemptive history as the one 
who would betray Christ for only thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:14-16). 
 
What Do Our Hearts Reveal About Our Love For Christ? 
    Jesus asked of His disciples, “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
soul?  For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). Jesus declares, “for where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). “No one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth” (Matt. 6:24). May we pray for one another “that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 
man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 
fullness of God” (Eph. 3:16-19). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024:3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:3-5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:6-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012:3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:8-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012:4-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012:5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012:6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012:6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026:14-16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208:36-37&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206:21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206:24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%203:16-19&version=NASB

