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     It is Tuesday of our Savior’s passion week. The cursing of the fig tree and the cleansing of the 
Temple have provoked questions concerning Christ’s power and authority from both His disciples 
and from the chief priests and elders. Jesus, throughout His earthly ministry, had been acting upon 
the authority given to Him by His Father (John 8:37-40 & 8:42-45). These encounters on Tuesday 
reveal the following; Christ has authority over His creation, Christ has authority over His people 
Israel, and Christ has authority over His life. 
 
Christ’s Authority Over His Creation (Matt. 21:20-22) 
     Jesus’s disciples held a front row perspective on the miraculous signs and wonders He performed.  
These would prove foundational to their eyewitness testimony to the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God (John 20:30-31). Once again, the disciples are profoundly “amazed and asked, ‘How did 
the fig tree wither all at once?’” (Matt. 21:20) Jesus disciples His disciples not only to the end of His 
teaching ministry, but even all the way through His arrest, crucifixion and death, His resurrection, and 
ascension. Just, “How did the fig tree wither all at once?” Jesus had been teaching His disciples all 
along that He is God the Son, the author of Creation (John 1:1-3). He displayed His power and 
authority over the wind and the waves (Mark 4:35-41); He displayed His power and authority over 
disease, affliction, and evil spirits (Luke 7:21-22); He displayed His power and authority over death 
and the grave (John 11:38-44). The withered fig tree becomes yet another spiritual life lesson 
concerning faith in the One who has authority not only over all of creation, but most importantly over 
our lives as His new creation! (Eph. 2:10). Christ encourages His disciples concerning the great 
challenges of life by calling us to pray and exercise our faith in Him (Matt. 21:21-22). 
 
Christ’s Authority Over His People Israel (Matt. 21:23-46) 
     As Jesus enters the Temple on Tuesday, He is confronted by the chief priests and elders 
concerning His actions in the Temple the day before (Matt. 21:23). Jesus’ authority had been 
questioned by the Jewish leadership from the very beginning of His earthly ministry (John 5:16). 
From the beginning “He answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.’” 
(John 5:17) But on this day, Tuesday of His passion week, He would only answer their question if 
they could discern whether John the Baptist’s authority for baptism came from heaven or from men. 
When they responded that they did not know, Jesus disregards their authority over Him (Matt. 
21:24-27). He would then spend the rest of the day pronouncing God’s judgment over Israel by 
means of two parables; that God’s Kingdom is open to those who repent and do the Father’s will as 
illustrated through the parable of the two sons (Matt. 21:28-32) and the pronouncement of God’s 
judgment against the Jewish leaders and people for the rejection of Jesus, their Redeemer and the 
Chief Cornerstone through the parable of the Landowner (Matt. 21:33-46). 
 
Christ’s Authority Over His Life (John 10:17-18) 
     Finally, when Jesus leaves the Temple on that day, “the Passover and Unleavened Bread were 
two days away; and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth and 
kill Him” (Mark 14:1).  But these men along with Pilate could only do what their evil hearts intended 
to do with Christ according to the authority given to them from the Father above (John 19:8-11; Acts 
2:22-23). And yet ultimately, Jesus would lay down His life on His own initiative. He declared, I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from 
My Father” (John 10:17-18). He would not defend Himself, but would willingly make His way to the 
cross to offer up His life “as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Tim. 2:5-6). 
     May we rest in the One who not only willingly and obediently laid down His life for His sheep, but 
may we also fix our eyes on Him, Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith! (Heb. 12:2-3) 
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