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     It is Thursday of our Savior’s passion week. The events unfolding on this day, the day before 
Christ’s atoning death on the cross, comprise many pages in the Gospel accounts (Matt. 26:17-75; 
Mark 14:12-72; Luke 22:7-71; John 13:1-18:27). These serve as precious and vital moments of 
teaching, preparation, and prayer for Jesus and His disciples. Up until now, “His hour had not yet 
come” (John 7:30). His hour was now upon Him; “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were 
under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). The following events 
served not only to prepare Christ’s disciples, but Christ Himself for the hour that had come; The 
Servant’s example, the Lord’s Supper, The Mediator’s prayer, and the Master’s betrayal. 
 
The Servant’s Example (John 13:5-17) 
     Having arrived together in the upper room that had been prepared for Jesus and His disciples, 
Jesus assumed the position of a servant “poured water into the basin, and began to wash the 

disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded” (John 13:5). 
Soon the Suffering Servant would assume the position of the atoning sacrifice upon the 
cross for the washing or our sins once for all (Heb. 10:8-12). Jesus gave them an example 

that they should follow and do as He had done for them (John 13:12-17). 
 
The Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:20-30) 
 Jesus and His disciples had gathered in the upper room so that He might share in the Passover 
with them one last time. Jesus reveals, to the shock of the men around the table, that one of them 
would betray Him that night (Matt. 26:20-25). Jesus shares this for two reasons; That the scripture 
may be fulfilled (John 13:18) and that they may believe that He is the Messiah (John 13:9). At this 
time, “Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body.’ And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:26-30). The church continues to gather regularly around the 
Lord’s Table to proclaim His death until He comes again (1 Cor. 11:26). 
 
The Mediator’s Prayer 
     John is the only one to record the prayer of Jesus for His disciples known as the High Priestly 
Prayer (John 17). Jesus would pray to His Father concerning the hour which had come for the Son 
to be glorified so that He may glorify the Father (John 17:1-5). He prayed that the Father would keep 
His disciples in the world (John 17:6-12), that they would be sanctified in the Word of truth (John 
17:13-19), and for everyone, including you and I) who would believe in Him as a result of their 
testimony (John 17:20-21). Then Jesus came with them to the Garden of Gethsemane and He 
exhorted them to pray together with Him (Matt. 26:36-44). 
 
The Master’s Betrayal 
     Jesus kept finding His disciples resting and sleeping when they should have been praying in 
Gethsemane (Matt. 26:42-45).  But now His hour had come; “Behold, the hour is at hand and the 
Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners” (Matt. 26:45). Judas the betrayer had 
arrived (Matt. 26:46) with the crowds who were armed with torches, swords, and clubs. “They came 
and laid their hands on Jesus and seized Him…[and] led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders were gathered together” (Matt. 26:47-57).  
     Brothers and sisters, may we be diligent to watch and pray for one another in our day, that we 
may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41). 
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