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     Having entered into Jerusalem the day before upon the colt of a donkey in His 
Triumphant Entry (Palm Sunday; Matt. 21:1-11), Jesus and His disciples arrive once 
again from Bethany, approximately a mile and half east of Jerusalem, into the Holy City 
of the most high God. The Gospels document the following accounts at the beginning of 
that week; The fig tree judgment and the temple cleansing. 
 
The Fig Tree Judgment (Matt. 21:18-22) 
     As Jesus and His disciples journeyed from Bethany to Jerusalem, they came upon a 
fig tree that was completely full of leaves, but totally barren of fruit. Andreas 
Kostenberger writes, “The disciples could not have expected what Jesus did next. He 
called down a curse on the fig tree, declaring that it would never bear fruit again (Matt. 
21:18-18). Jesus would expound on this visual parable the next day. But if the 
disciples were viewing the tree through spiritual eyes, they would remember that in the 
Old Testament Israel was often referred to as a ‘fig tree’ (Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10-16; Joel 
1:7). Judgment must begin at home.” (https://document.desiringgod.org/your-sorrow-
will-turn-to-joy-en.pdf?ts=1457392245) 
 
The 2nd Temple Cleansing (Matt. 11:12-13) 
     Jerusalem was swarmed with those who had arrived for the Passover. The Temple, 
intended to be the place of God’s exalting worship, was all abuzz with the sounds of 
animals and the commerce of a market place. Jesus would have none of this in His 
Father’s house; He overturned the tables of the money changers, scattered both 
customers and salesmen, and declared the prophetic rebuke of Jeremiah 7:11. The 
hearts of God’s own people were far from Him and they worshiped Him in vain (Matt. 
15:8-9). 
 
What About Our Worship? 
     We have come to Passion week 2020 in the midst of a bitter season in history. A 
worldwide pandemic has brought large and corporate gatherings to a halt; including 
gathering physically as a church. Even amidst these challenges, we do not cease being 
the church in this season of separation. Jesus declared that an hour was “coming and 
now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such 
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers” (John 4:22-26). How do we become such 
worshipers? Through faith in Jesus Christ! (John 7:37-39). Come brothers and sisters, 
let us worship and bow down before the Lord (Psalm 95:6-7). 
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