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     It is Friday of our Savior’s passion week. Deep in the wee hours of the morning of Good Friday, 
Jesus is standing before the chief priests and the Sanhedrin engaged in an unlawful, secret trial that 
has begun. “Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against 
Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. They did not find any, even though many false witnesses 
came forward” (Matt. 26:59-60a). The trial of Jesus the Messiah involves many places and leaders, 
both religious and political.  The verdict has already been determined by the Council, with only one 
outcome in mind. Christ’s death. The day proceeds as follows; The verdict of the Sanhedrin, the 
verdict of the Governor, the verdict of the Most Holy God. 
 
The Verdict Of The Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:59-68) 
     The litany of false witnesses was making it impossible to establish the Sanhedrin’s design to put 
Jesus to death. In an ironic turn of events, two witness came forward with a much needed 
accusation; “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days’” 
(Matt. 26:61). This was an accurate account of the sign Jesus provided when His authority was 
question for cleansing the Temple some three years earlier (John 2:19). Little did these leaders 
know that they were taking part in the fulfillment of Christ’s prophetic declaration of His death and 
resurrection (John 2:21-22). Further questioning demanded Jesus affirm His identity as the Christ, 
the Son of God (Matt. 26:62-63). Quoting from Daniel and Psalms, Jesus asserts, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 

POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN” (Matt. 26:64). They declared this blasphemy, 
deserving of death.  This death must be politically secured. 
 
The Verdict Of The Governor (Matt. 27:11-32) 
     Jesus is brought before the Roman Governor, Pilate. Pilate can accomplish for the Sanhedrin 
what they cannot; enact the sentence of the Roman death penalty. Pilate inquired of His identity as 
the King of the Jews and Jesus answered affirmatively (Matt. 27:11). Accusations were leveled 
against Jesus from the chief priest and elders, but He did not answer (Matt. 27:12-13). Pilate 
resolved before the Jews to either release a known criminal, Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ 
(Matt. 27:15-18). Following an attempted intervention by Pilate’s wife who, as a result of a dream, 
warned him not to have anything to do with Jesus (Matt. 27:19), the Jewish leaders incited the 
Jewish multitude to demand the release of Barabbas, and to Crucify Jesus! (Matt. 27:20-26) Jesus 
was taken into the Praetorium and the whole Roman cohort abused and mocked Him, adorning Him 
with a crown of thorns, a scarlet robe, and beating Him. He was then taken away to be crucified 
(Matt. 27:27-32). 
 
The Verdict Of The Most Holy God (Matt. 27:33-66) 
     As we read through Matthew’s account of the crucifixion, we are reminded of the just and 
righteous verdict that was being meted out through the substitutionary death of God’s sinless Son on 
that day. Peter would later explain how Jesus was delivered over for this purpose; “Men of Israel, 
listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders 
and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, 
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 
hands of godless men and put Him to death” (Acts. 2:22-23).  God “made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
Isaiah had long foretold of Christ, that “He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we 
are healed.  All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the 
LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him” (Isa. 53:5-6). “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME 

OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED” (Rom. 10:13). 
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