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We offer this profile to prospective candidates for our 
full-time rector position. We hope it will give you a sense 

of our parish and our community as you pray about 
whether you feel called to serve our Lord Jesus Christ 

with us at Wellspring.            

1548 Cummins Drive 

Modesto, CA 95358 

209-525-3600  

WellspringModesto@gmail.com 

Website:  WellspringModesto.com 

Facebook: Wellspring Church Modesto 
 

 

WELLSPRING ANGLICAN CHURCH 

mailto:WellspringModesto@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Introduction 

The Vestry of Wellspring Anglican Church authorized a Search Committee, which is beginning the 

process of calling a new full-time rector for our congregation. 

 Our current and founding rector, the Rev. Michael McClenaghan, who is currently serving in a part-

time capacity, will retire in summer 2020. The committee hopes to send forward one or two final 

candidates to the nine-member Vestry and our bishop, the Rt.  Rev. Ken Ross.   

Currently, Wellspring also has a full-time church administrator and a part-time worship/music 

leader.  Learn more on our web page, www.wellspringmodesto.com. 

Almost 90 members participated in a Parish Survey this fall in advance of the search process and 

that input will help guide the Search Committee.  A link to the survey report is available next to this 

profile on our web page.     

 

 

A Brief Description of Our Worship  

We worship for An Audience of One at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday. 

The service is typically Anglican but with traditional hymns supplemented with Praise Music. The 
Eucharist is celebrated each Sunday and is the keystone of the service.  While certainly not 
mandated, the sermon usually reflects the weekly readings.   

The average attendance is 75, with well over 100 attending for baptisms, Easter and other special 
services. 

The service also emphasizes music provided by song leaders, a piano, and a guitar. Before we 

celebrate the Eucharist, passing the peace is a happy, somewhat boisterous time of hugs and shaking 

hands with friends. Following the service, we enjoy  fellowship time with coffee and other 

beverages, popcorn and sometimes cake to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, etc. 

We consider our congregation as family. We welcome newcomers and wish we had more.  
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Our Ministries 

Wellspring has numerous and varied 
ministries that reach out to the world, 
into our community and into the heart 
of our congregation. 

Once a month we prepare and serve 
dinner at The Salvation Army homeless 
shelter, and we give monthly financial 
support to Interfaith Ministries, which 
provides food, clothes and a variety of 
other ministries to those in need.  

Our Helping Hands group makes hats, 
scarves, and blankets for local hospitals 
and the homeless. They also teach 
residents at the Gospel Mission how to 
knit, sew and crochet. The congregation 
participates in periodic LOVE Modesto 
events fulfilling a range of needs. 

We have a special commitment to 
children. Wellspring will be providing a 
Royal Family Kids (RFK) Camp in the 
summer of 2020 for the 15th 
consecutive year. RFK is a nationwide 
program composed of mentoring 
programs, clubs, and camps. We  
provide children in the local foster care 
system with a week of summer camp 
fun that also shows them God’s love.  

 

 

 

The annual Women’s Tea is a popular 
event sponsored by Women’s 
Ministries.  

This is a momentous venture that the 
congregation supports both financially 
and with the dedicated hard work of 
dozens of members of our congregation 
and Christians throughout the area. The 
children return with wonderful 
memories and volunteer staff members 
return looking forward to next year -- 
even though they are exhausted -- and 
amazed at what the hand of God can 
accomplish in only five days. 

Ministries within the congregation 
include the KARE Network, which 
coordinates help for congregants in 
times of crises; quarterly Neighborhood 
Coffee groups that were born out of a 
Faith Alive! weekend, and a Parish 
Nurse program. We also have a Prayer 
Chain, Men’s and Women’s Ministries, 
Small Groups, Technical Arts, and 
Welcoming ministries. Wellspring is a 
family that has their hearts and minds 
committed to fulfilling the will of God.  

At left: The staff at our 2019 Royal 
Family Kids camp.  

 

 

 



A Brief History 

Wellspring Anglican Church is a little more 

than a decade old but with roots that are 

more than 100 years deep in Modesto.  

Many of the original members of Wellspring 

were longtime members of St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church, which was established as a 

mission in 1879 and had been an active 

congregation in the city since 1900. 

In spring 2009, after months of prayer and 

discussion, 94 percent of the members of St. 

Paul’s left to form Wellspring. These kinds of 

separations were occurring elsewhere in the 

Diocese of San Joaquin and around the 

country; what distinguished ours was that 

members of Wellspring opted against any 

kind of legal fight to try to keep their valuable 

property. Their focus was on Jesus as the only 

way to a relationship with God, the father, 

and with a trust that the Lord would provide 

His direction.  

The Wellspring congregation met for five and 

a half years in a former furniture store in 

downtown Modesto. We can laugh now about 

the fact that nearly every Sunday worship 

was interrupted by train whistles from the 

tracks next to the building.   

A Building Committee spent well over a year 

looking for property with ample parking and 

a structure for renovation. Ultimately, a 1.2-

acre site was identified in a business park in 

the northwest section of the city. It took 

another couple of years to plan, raise funds 

and rebuild the former food processing lab 

into the beautiful church it is today.  

Members visited the remodeling site 

regularly and at one point we wrote prayers 

on the interior walls. 

The young Wellspring congregation joined 

the Anglican Mission in the Americas, which 

subsequently became PEAR USA and then the 

Anglican Diocese of the Rocky Mountains 

with the Anglican Church of North America. 

Throughout its history, Wellspring has been 

led by Fr. Michael McClenaghan, who plans to 

retire in summer 2020. In summer 2017, the 

Vestry called a Vicar who had been expected 

to succeed Fr. Michael. The transition did not 
work out, and the Vicar’s relationship with 

Wellspring was ended by Bishop Ken Ross in 

February 2019. 

In the months since then, sermons and 

worship have been led by several people – Fr. 

Michael, Fr. Tom Maggitti (who retired in 

2017 as the assistant pastor), a visiting priest 

from San Jose and a full-time assistant pastor 

who is leaving in December 2019.  Since 

September, parishioners have met for 

discussions about the church’s future and a 

parish survey.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers followed 

every step of the 

construction 

process, which 

dramatically 

changed part of the 

single-story 

building to create 

our sanctuary.   



About Our Community 

California’s Central Valley is one on the most 

important agricultural regions in the United 

States.  Stanislaus County (pronounced STAN-

iss-law) is probably the most significant 

almond growing region world-wide.  Modesto 

is located in the heart of both.  

Water, Wealth, Contentment, Health is the 

City’s slogan, and abundant water is one of 

the things that sets Modesto apart from many 

other parts of California.  E&J Gallo Winery is 

the largest private sector employer. The city 

has three major hospitals and is a regional 

medical center. 

With a population of 

215,000, Modesto is 

California’s 18th largest 

city.  It’s a pretty easy 

day trip to some of the 

best-known attractions 

in California, such as 

Yosemite National Park, 

San Francisco and Lake 

Tahoe.  But the city has 

its own unique and 

vibrant attractions.  

Check out this recent 

article from Yosemite Magazine:  

https://www.myyosemitepark.com/road-

trips/modesto-ca.  Also worth noting: 

Modesto’s housing prices are moderate 

compared to those in the Bay Area and 

Southern California.  

Modesto also offers high-quality 

entertainment options including a variety of 

productions at the Gallo Center for the Arts 
(https://galloarts.org/), the Modesto 

Symphony Orchestra 

(https://www.modestosymphony.org/), and 

the State Theatre (https://thestate.org/).  

Modesto is also home to one of the largest 

Classic Car shows in the country.  The movie 

“American Graffiti” was loosely based on 

George Lucas’ childhood in Modesto. 

For a little more history, connect to the city’s 

website: 

https://www.modestogov.com/1967/History

-of-Modesto. 

Wellspring Anglican Church is located in a 

business park in the northwest section of 

town, about a five-minute walk from Modesto 

Junior College’s West Campus.  MJC is one of 

the oldest community colleges in the state 

https://www.mjc.edu/general/aboutmjc.php.  

The church is close to a major freeway 

interchange and is just off one of the city’s 

main east-west 

thoroughfares.  For most 

parishioners, its less 

than a 20-minute drive 

to church.  

Immediately around us 

is a Home Depot 

shopping center, but 

restaurants, retail shops, 

and services are all close 

by.  The business park 

where we are located is 

home to several 

successful businesses and is just about fully 

occupied.   

Like any city in the United States, Modesto 

has its share of problems.  Homelessness, 

street gangs, drug abuse and the crime that 

goes along with them are part of life here.  At 

times, it has been ground zero for economic 

badness, but its strong agricultural base 

typically rebounds.  

That stated, there is a very strong sense of 

community in Modesto.  Its people are 

friendly, welcoming, and caring.  There are 

many ways to get involved and give back or 

pay it forward, and most of our parishioners 

are involved in one or more of these non-

profits or projects.  
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Expectations for our ideal 

candidate 

• They will be an ordained Priest in the 
Anglican tradition. 
 

• Preaching: The Rector will have primary 
responsibility for the preaching ministry 
of the Church. The Rector will work with 
any associates and/or guests who preach. 
 

• Teaching: The Rector will work in 
coordination with staff and lay ministry 
leaders to ensure the provision of 
teaching and training in discipleship, 
ministry development, and evangelism. 

 
• Pastoral care and counseling: The Rector 

will ensure that the pastoral needs of the 
congregation be addressed, supported by 
other staff and those in lay ministry. Our 
ideal candidate will have a heart for this 
ministry and a desire to be “hands-on.” 

 
• Christian formation and the Sacraments: 

The Rector will engage with the 
congregation to provide preparation for 
Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage and 
funeral services. The Rector will support 
and encourage staff and volunteers in 
providing programs for children and 
youth. 

 

• Outreach and evangelism: The Rector will 
provide leadership in developing and 
implementing strategies for outreach and 
evangelism. Our ideal candidate will have 
a desire to participate in parish as well as 
community events. He will be open to 
engaging with other area Christians in 

ecumenical endeavors. 

 

• Mentorship: The Rector will develop a 

mutually supportive working 

relationship with any assistant clergy 

and other staff members in the parish, 

whether stipendiary or non-stipendiary. 

Our ideal candidate will enjoy working 

with and mentoring less experienced 

staff and will periodically have feedback 

sessions with staff members. They will 

strive to maintain a collegial and healthy 

relationship with the Vestry. 

 

• Worship services: The Rector will 

administer Holy Communion each 

Sunday and make arrangements for 

communion during vacations.  The 

Rector will oversee the integration of 

music teams, speakers, and lay leaders 

for the Sunday services.  

 

 

 

Young ladies from the church have performed sacred 

dances at Easter, the bishop’s visit and at other 

special services.    


