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"Eastertide Sermons and Christian Education" 
  

It took the first disciples some 40 days to awaken to the reality of the Risen Jesus’ call and claim on their lives 
following the Resurrection. Then after Jesus ascended, they prayed intensively for 10 days, awaiting the promise of 
the Holy Spirit to give them the power to pursue the life of discipleship that Jesus had given them—and us!—by his 
Resurrection and Ascension.  
 

So in the sermons this Eastertide, I’ll be preaching on what it means to be a Disciple of the Risen Jesus. I’ll be 
calling us to deepen and freshen our commitment to Living the Jesus-kind of Life we’ve been given. Here are the 
sermon titles and the Gospel passages. 
 

"Living Disciples" Sermon Series 
April 11   Disciples are Blessed and Sent to Share the Life of Jesus (John 20:19-31) 
April 18   Disciples Know the Scripture in Jesus (Luke 24:36b-49) 
April 25   Disciples Follow the Shepherd Gathering the Sheep (John 10:11-18) 
May 2   Disciples Love Jesus and Keep his Words (John 14:15-27) 
May 9   Disciples Abide in Jesus and Bear Much Fruit (John 15:1-17) 
      May 16    SPECIAL CELEBRATION of Fr. Michael’s Ministry 
May 23  Disciples Follow the Holy Spirit to Bear Witness of Jesus (John 15:26-16:15)  

(Pentecost Sunday) 
 

Christian Education during Eastertide 
Beginning in the third week of April on Tuesday mornings (10am) and Wednesday evenings (7pm), we’ll begin 
Guided Conversations on Knowing the Scripture. Resources available through The Bible Project (bibleproject.com) 
will provide the basis for these discussions. The videos provide short, clear, and rich ways to do two crucial things 
at the same time: deepen your own love of God through the scriptures, and strengthen your own capacity and 
confidence in helping others know God’s love through the Scriptures. These will be offered via Zoom and open to 
anyone who registers.   
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Nathan 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Wellspring Anglican Church 
 

1548 Cummins Drive 
Modesto, CA 95358 
Phone 209-525-3600 

 
WEBSITE 

www.wellspringmodesto.com 
 

 

Vestry Contact Information 
 

Judy Herrero, Senior Warden 
judyslyherrero@gmail.com 

 
Al Wisuri, Junior Warden 

wizlfd1968@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Contact Information 
 

Fr. Nathan Baxter, Rector 
rector@wellspringmodesto.com  

  
Kristi Hansen, 

Church Administrator  

admin@wellspringmodesto.com   

 

 

 

https://bibleproject.com/
http://www.wellspringmodesto.com/
mailto:judyslyherrero@gmail.com
mailto:wizlfd1968@gmail.com
mailto:rector@wellspringmodesto.com
mailto:admin@wellspringmodesto.com
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Please Pray  
 

For the church, the clergy, especially Fr Nathan, Fr Michael, Fr Tom, Fr Mark, and Bishop Ken.   
 

That we may each recognize God’s presence in our lives and overflow with grace, patience and love for ourselves 

and for those we encounter each day. 
 

For the people of Wellspring and the mission of the church, that we may witness the love of Christ to the world, and 

especially for Fr. Jeromie and his wife Liz, and the leaders of Christ Our Hope Anglican Church in Fort Collins, 
 

For our nation and our state and all those in authority, that they may act with wisdom and fairness, as they work 

through information and communicate to the public during this season. 
 

For the people of this world, especially for those working hard to understand and combat the COVID-19 virus, for 

small business owners and churches that are now trying to keep their businesses operating, for medical professionals 

and hospital staff, as well as police and fire staff, during this busy and stressful time, and for workers who are 

considered essential, pray for their health and safety.  Pray for those working hard to administer and also those 

receiving the COVID vaccine. 
 

For those who suffer, are in need, or any sort of trouble, especially for our church family members experiencing 

physical troubles. 
 

For Tom Wright, for comfort, strength and God’s wisdom in deciding what, if any, treatment plan is best after his 

diagnosis of inoperable cancer.  Prayers for unwavering faith in our mighty God, whose ways are good and in whose 

words we trust.  Pray also for Katherine, the Wright and Olyphant families, for strength, comfort and peace, and 

that God would provide the strength and ability for Tom to accompany his granddaughter on a college visit to Boston 

this Spring.  
 

For Donna Bishop, who tore her rotator cuff.  Pray for quick and complete healing. 
 

For Tom Harris, brother of Susan Harris, as he undergoes Chemotherapy treatment. 
 

For Linda Lytle, who has stage 4 lung cancer that has spread to her hips.  Pray for healing and guidance with 

treatment decisions. 
 

For Nancy Petterson’s daughter Joyce Messier and her family on the passing of her husband Don. 

 

For Gayle Behren’s son, Geoff Peters, who is receiving treatment for a bacterial infection. 
 

For Teddy Ellison’s sister Christine, who has Shingles. 
 

For our parishioners who are undergoing medical treatment, awaiting test results, and awaiting vaccine appointments. 

Pray that we may be strengthened and give wisdom to our medical teams. 
 

For healing and relief for members of our church family including George Bishop, Donna Hoegh, Rebe Holmes, 

Cora MacDonald, Bev McKinney, Sally Kennedy, Sandy Sanders, Jo and LaMonte Thornburg, and Mary Lou 

York. 
  

For other family members and friends who are suffering from illness and stress of any kind, including Alexis, Bob, 

Elijah, Celina, Emily, Steve John, Kathy, Caroline Kramer, Laura Marie, Lupe, Marcie, Elaine 

McClenaghan, Piper Sousa, Tom, Verne, and Ryan Owens. 
 

In Thanksgiving for Ian and Jennifer Poth who are expecting baby #4, their first girl. 
 

In Thanksgiving for our ability to come together for Holy Week services, as well as the gift of preaching from Fr 

Nathan and Fr Mark, and a wonderful Easter celebration! 
 

Please call the office and let the clergy know if you are having health challenges. For prayer chain requests, please contact  

Teddy Ellison at 248-7926 or teddy-ellison@comcast.net  

 

  

 

mailto:teddy-ellison@comcast.net
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Through Thick and Thin by Cindy Hess Kasper 

The cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight 
of all the Israelites during all their travels. Exodus 40:38 

On January 28, 1986, the US Space Shuttle Challenger broke apart seventy-three 
seconds after takeoff. In a speech of comfort to the nation, President Reagan quoted 
from the poem “High Flight” in which John Gillespie Magee, a World War II pilot, had 
written of “the high untrespassed sanctity of space” and the sense of putting out his 

hand to touch “the face of God.” 

Although we can’t literally touch God’s face, we sometimes experience a stunning 
sunset or a place of meditation in nature that gives us an overwhelming sense that 
He’s near. Some people call these moments “thin places.” The barrier separating 
heaven and earth seems to grow a little thinner. God feels a little closer. 

The Israelites may have experienced a “thin place” as they sensed the nearness of 
God in the desert wilderness. God provided a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by 
night to lead them through the desert (Exodus 40:34–38). When they were staying in 
the camp, “the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” (v. 35). Throughout all their 
travels, they knew God was with them. 

As we enjoy the incredible beauty of God’s creation, we grow conscious that He’s 
present everywhere. As we talk with Him in prayer, listen to Him, and read the 
Scriptures, we can enjoy fellowship with Him anytime and anywhere. 

Reflect & Pray 

What places in nature make you feel especially close to God? How can you seek 
Him anytime and anywhere? 

Father, help me to seek and find You even when I’m lost in a desert wilderness. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Mark your calendars! ** Note Date Change** 
 

We are making plans to celebrate and honor Fr Michael and his years of service at Wellspring.   
 

Be sure to reserve May 16th on your calendar!  We will be honoring his ministry during the 
Sunday worship time which will be live-streamed as well as celebrating him at a lunch and 

reception after the service. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Exod%2040.34%E2%80%9338
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April 11, the Second Sunday of Easter 
Isaiah 26:1-5, 12-19 

Psalm 111 
1 John 5:1-5 

John 20:19-31 
 

April 18, the Third Sunday of Easter 
Micah 4:1-5 

Psalm 98 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
Luke 24:36-49 

 
All scripture readings are NIV        We use the 2019 BCP Lectionary. 

 

The Collect 
for the Second Sunday of Easter 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the 
Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been 
reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by 

their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

All the links in one place! 
 

 We have an online giving option!  If you 

would like to check it out, click here 

 Our website is staying up to date, check it 

out here 

 Sermons are loaded on the website, and 

will be available immediately following our 

live service on Sundays, click here 

 We are offering a LiveStream of our 

Sunday services on our Facebook page.  

Click here to view the service as it 

happens.  You can also check out our 

YouTube channel later in the day for the 

service on that platform. 

 Though we aren’t using very many 

volunteers on Sunday mornings just yet, 

the master calendar can be found here 

 

The Wellspring Family Calendar 
April 

11 Wellspring serves at the Salvation Army 
 11 Extra Care Service, 8:15am 

11 Sunday Service* at Wellspring, 10:15am 
18 Extra Care Service, 8:15am 
18 Sunday Service* at Wellspring, 10:15am 
19 Love Modesto boxes due  

 24 Book Club, see page 6 for details 
 25 Extra Care Service, 8:15am 

25 Sunday Service* at Wellspring, 10:15am 

May 
 2 Extra Care Service, 8:15am 
 2 Sunday Service* at Wellspring, 10:15am 
 16 Fr Michaels Retirement Celebration  
 23 Pentecost Sunday 

June  
 26 First of 3 RFK days at Wellspring 
 

Send calendar items to admin@wellspringmodesto.com  
or drop a note in the office. 

Services marked with an * are held both in person and 

Livestream. 

We have recreated the Sunday morning 
master schedule and it can be found here.   

 

Contact Kristi in the office at 
admin@wellspringmodesto.com if you 

have issues getting in to the doc!  

 
 
 
 

https://wellspringmodesto.com/online-giving
https://wellspringmodesto.com/
https://wellspringmodesto.com/sermons
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=545143456173880
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vmS7ZF-fuqnZoYRYi26mU5_ZOMh9hWMu4Il4lsHkW04/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:admin@wellspringmodesto.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vmS7ZF-fuqnZoYRYi26mU5_ZOMh9hWMu4Il4lsHkW04/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:admin@wellspringmodesto.com
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LOVE MODESTO –  
APRIL 24, 2021 

 

As you can see, we are getting close to the annual Love Modesto activity for 2021.  Once again, Love Modesto 
will be carrying out a variety of activities to serve the community of Modesto, and again, Wellspring Anglican 
Church will be playing a role in those activities.   
This year Wellspring Anglican Church will sponsor the “Emancipated Youth Care Kit Project”.  Love 
Modesto describes a “Care Kit” or “Get Better Kit”, as a package which will provide emancipated youth, 
young men and women living on their own, items to help them remain safe and healthy during the pandemic.  
It is not a hygiene kit but one that focuses on health and healing.  Items that could be included, but not limited 
to, are: face masks, cough drops, disinfectant wipes, Kleenex, body lotion, sun cream, hand sanitizer, Band-
Aids, antibiotic cream such as Neosporin, small umbrella, small flashlight, dry cell batteries, fingernail clippers, 
nail file, note book and pens, granola bars, nuts, a water bottle, vitamin C, hot chocolate packets, etc.    
How can you get involved?  You can choose to fill a small box, which we will provide, with these items and 
leave it at the church, or you can donate toward the purchase of these items.  We have committed to filling 40 
small boxes and delivering them to Love Modesto on April 24th.  Consequently, we will need the items by 
Monday, April 19th.  If you purchase items on-line and need someone to pick them up to take them to the 
church, that can be arranged.  If you have any questions, please contact Jan Wysong at (209) 996-7792 or 
jfwys@aol.com . 
Love Modesto is a wonderful ministry.  We look forward to working together and serving young adults in our 
community.  Thank you for your continued commitment and participation. 

 

Book Club News 
The next meeting of the Book Club will be 
on Saturday, April 24 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

home of Barb Poth. We will be reading 
 “What Alice Forgot” by Liane Moriarty.  

Happy reading!! 

 

 
Calling all Cookie bakers! 

 

Wellspring will be providing a meal for 
the residents at the Salvation Army 
Shelter on Sunday, April 11 and we 

need cookies.   If you are interested in 
providing some, please contact  
Sally Kennedy at 209.524.4588.   

Leave a message letting her know what 
you’re able to provide if she doesn’t 

answer. 

mailto:jfwys@aol.com
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