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Dear Families, 

COVID-19 pandemic continues to alter the way we interact.  St. Matthew’s Preschool continues to adjust, according to 

CDC and DHEC guidelines for child care providers and schools.  Important information is in bold below: 

 

Visitors are not allowed to enter the facility.  If you need to come in to pick up your child, you will follow a particular 

procedure for entry.  Please wear your mask if you enter the building and distance from others, at least 6 feet. 

 

Arrival and departure will proceed at the door/from the carpool line.  A teacher will greet you at the door, accept your 

child after a brief wellness check and be released to a teacher, who will escort the child to the classroom. Please stay for 

the minute it takes to do the well check.   

 

** Sick children or children with fever will not be accepted into the program and may not return until well with the 

proper documentation stating the illness, or a return note written by the parent/guardian.  (For an unrelated illness to 

COVID, [example strep, ear infection, upper respiratory infection] return with an excuse from the health source, with no 

fever in the past 24-48 hours without the use of fever reducing medication.)  Any time your child has visited the 

doctor’s office or clinic, please ask for a return to school letter, stating the reason for the illness.  In every case, do not 

rush the return if your child feels bad.  We will use our discretion if your child seems uncomfortable, does not partake in 

activities, or needs more care than the staff can give without affecting the health or safety of other children.   

 

Please advise the Director if your child or family has been exposed to, are being tested for COVID, or has tested 

positive for COVID.   

 

If your child has been tested for COVID, your child may not return until you have received a negative test result.  If 

your child is a close contact with someone who is being tested, your child should not attend until you are sure the 

close contact’s test result is clear.  If your child tests positive or if a household member tests positive, certain 

quarantine measures will be followed per the CDC and DHEC guidelines.    

 

The contagious period can begin 2 days prior to the onset of symptoms.  Quarantine is 14 days.  If a close contact was in 

the household, the quarantine is inclusive of an additional 14 days from the end of the close contact’s quarantine.  This 

quarantine can end after 10 or 7 days if specific measures are met.  If an additional close contact exists, the quarantine 

rules are reapplied.     

 

We are co-horting groups to the best of our ability.   This means that your child will interact for extended time with their 

own combined space, classmates and class teachers, and if necessary for the limited time and space specifications listed 

by the CDC.  There are no shared activities at this time, including Chapel.  If there is a positive case for COVID-19, an 

assessment will determine the possible contagious period and any identified close contact will also have to quarantine 

for 14 days after the case was in the facility.  The space will be closed for proper cleaning and disinfecting before being 

used again.   You can read more about quarantine at the CDC and DHEC websites. 

 

Please have an alternate care plan, for unforeseen circumstances that will govern us all.  We plan to stay open, as an 

essential service to our community.  We continue to plan for providing the best care and attention for your child. 

 

As always, thank you for trusting us with the care of your child.   

Blessings,  

Barbara Coleman, Director of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church Preschool 


