
OCTOBER, 2018 

PLUCKEMINEWS 
PLUCKEMIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . P P C H . O R G  

God is calling us, saying, 

“… loose the bonds of injustice, let the oppressed go free, share your bread with the  

hungry, bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, cover them, do 

not hide yourself from your own kin.  Then your light shall break forth like the dawn…” 

adapted from Isaiah 58:6-8 

Stewardship Season is the time each year when we are challenged to 

look afresh at our total commitment to Christ.  During this time we are 

asked to rediscover, or discover for the first time our gifts and  

talents, and to recommit to using them to fulfill our mission to share the 

reconciling love of Christ with those around us through our worship and 

service. 
 

We are also asked to take a fresh look at our financial commit-

ment.  This has been an exciting year, and we have seen God doing mar-

velous things in the life of this church.  We do step forward in Faith, but 

at the same time, God has blessed each of us financially to one extent or another, and as much as we 

are challenged to commit our gifts and talents, so we are also challenged to give of the financial 

blessings that God has given to us. 
 

This year Stewardship Season begins on October 14, as we look for a few weeks at what it means to 

be good stewards of all that God has given to us. 
 

We have a few special events taking place this year to help bring more clarity and focus  

to our commitment: 
 

October 23 – First Annual Stewardship Soup and Chili Dinner,  

with Special Guest Speaker Rev. Jason Tucker, Senior Pastor at  

Tower Hill Presbyterian Church, Red Bank, NJ 
 

October 28 – Mission Partner Sunday – New City Kids Worship  

Team will be with us to help lead us in worship – Followed by lunch 
 

November 11 – Commitment Sunday – Followed by lunch 
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IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER: 
Oct, 7: 9:00am  Community Sunday School in Fellowship Hall 

 10:00am Worship Service with World Communion Sunday 

Oct. 14:  10:00am  Worship Service with Commitment Sunday 

Oct. 18/19 Consignment Sale prep in Fellowship Hall/Covenant/Grace Corner 

Oct. 20 7:30am - 1:00pm Preschool Consignment Sale in Fellowship Hall 

 2:00 - 3:00pm Consignment Half-Price Sale 

Oct. 20: 5:30pm Family Movie Night in Trinity Room; Sherlock Gnomes 

Oct. 21: 10:00am Worship Service with Commitment Sunday 

 11:00am  Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner 

Oct. 23: 5:30pm  Stewardship Dinner with Guest Speaker in Fellowship Hall 

Oct. 28: 10:00am  Worship Service with Cents-Ability Collection 

Oct. 28: 10:00am  Worship Service with New City Kids Worship Team 

 3:00-5:00pm  Trunk-n-Treat 

Oct. 31: 9:00am  Preschool Halloween Program  

 

A R O U N D  T H E  C H U R C H  

 

 
Ushers & Greeters  

Needed! 
Duties include welcoming people as they arrive for wor-
ship, handing out bulletins, aiding people looking for a 
spot to sit, collecting the offering during the service, and 
tidying up following worship.  Usher/Greeter currently 
serves about every 4 to 6 weeks.  More help will extend 
this period.  Please contact Chris Ford or any Usher/
Greeter if interested (chrisford185@gmail.com).   

Thank you! 
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A R O U N D  T H E  C H U R C H  

 

Session News Meeting Highlights  
 

 

At their regular monthly meeting on September 18th, Ses-

sion received an announcement of an unexpected signifi-

cant donation that was unrestricted.  Building & Grounds and Finance Com-

mittees also reported continued progress on rehabilitation of the Burd proper-

ty as well as exploration of potential options for future use.  

 
The Rev. Ian T. Rankine Pastor - pastor@ppch.org 

Phyllis Kumpf, Buildings and Grounds - phyllis595@optonline.net 

Karen Richards, Co-Chair of Christian Education/Children - karic112@yahoo.com 

Suzanne Soos, Finance - ssoos@kpmg.com 

Pam Ely, Hospitality - pamvely@gmail.com 

Dave Moore, Human Resources & Administration – df.screw@verizon.net 

Barbara Quast, Nominating Committee of the Congregation,  

and Missions - bfquast@msn.com 

Jon McBurney, Worship and Music - jdmcb@yahoo.com 

Dale Albright, Clerk of Session - senzabarca@gmail.com 
 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World 

Communion Sunday, which celebrates our oneness 

in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the 

world.  Paul tells us that we are to “discern the body” 

when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that 

we note our relationship to all our brothers and  

sisters in Christ in the celebration.  
 

World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion Sunday) is a 

gift of the Presbyterian Church to the larger ecumenical church.  The first celebration 

occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 where  

Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr served as pastor. 
 

Now, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, demonstrating that 

the church founded on Jesus Christ sits at the Lord’s Table together, and shares the 

meal with all who would come! 
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M I S S I O N S  a n d  O U T R E A C H    

From Africa Surgery Inc.: 
 

"On behalf of all of the needy persons who will be aided 
by the contributions from the Medical Equipment  
Ministry, we offer a heartfelt THANK YOU! 
 

The truck load of items we brought back for the packing 
in our container will be very helpful.  From the crutches 
and canes to medical supplies and adult diapers, please 

be assured that each item will be valued and used to great advantage. 
 

As I prepare for my next trip to Sierra Leone, I welcome your prayers for a successful  
series of medical procedures by local surgeons as well as by teams of generous foreign 
surgeons.  Africa Surgery’s programs encompass several aspects of the everyday life of 
many Sierra Leoneans, from medical and surgical to educational and skills training  
programs.  You can learn more about our programs at our website, 
www.africasurgery.org….” 
 

Sincerely, Tom Johnson, Jr. 
President 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  
MINISTRY 

 

Pluckemin Church loans gently used  

medical equipment (such as wheelchairs, 

walkers, crutches, recliners, hospital beds, 

etc.) at no charge for those in need.  

Supplies are donated by the community 

for the community.  To borrow, donate, or 

assist with the ministry, please call  

908-396-6057 and leave a message. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY (MEM) NEEDS HELP!   
Volunteers are being sought to respond to voicemails. The 
volunteer would access a website with voicemails and call the 
client, usually covering 5-7 calls per day.  Even covering a few 
days every month would be a great help.  Please contact any 
MEM volunteer for more information. Thank you, Tom Dodd. 

Volunteers Tom Dodd, John Runyon, and  
Dave Lisk testing wheelchairs in the parking lot… 

betcha they’re having fun, too! 
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October 21st    

Grace Corner  

11:00 -11:30am 

 
 

We collected $293.13 in September!  Cents-Ability is our 

new mission project. Every day, please put a few cents into a 

soup can for every meal you eat! All of the money we collect 

will go to help provide food for children in schools for the deaf 

in Malawi, Central Africa. On the fourth Sunday of each month 

everyone will bring their cans and coins to worship service 

where we empty the cans into a basket. Let the church office 

know if you need labels for cans. 

M I S S I O N S  a n d  O U T R E A C H    

STAY CONNECTED!  
Are you receiving church 

eblasts, prayer lists, and  

other announcements? If you 

are not on the list, please send 

Cathie your email  

address to office@ppch.org. 

Canned corn, jelly, and  
all-in-one pancake mix  

are especially needed.  Please place your 
donations on the cart in  

Fellowship Hall.  Thank You! 

PLUCKEMINEWS DEADLINE 
The deadline for all newsletter 

items are always due on the 20th 

on the month.  Please send to 

both Cathie (office@ppch.org) and 

Sue at suequimby@comcast.net). 
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M I S S I O N S  a n d  O U T R E A C H    

YOUTH NEWS  

UPDATE FROM NEW CITY KIDS 

If you’ve been around New City Kids for very long at all, you know 
that helping teens go to college is a big deal for us. In fact, for eight 
years, 100% of our teens went straight to college after they graduat-
ed high school. But in 2017, that streak was broken. One teen took a 
different path, and instead of going to college, he… well, here’s his 
story, as told by our Vroom St. Church location Site Director, Alex 
Goldsmith: 
 

"Khalil was an incredibly bright young man who entered into our 
program as a high school junior. He rose to a position of leadership 

and was a model in academics. When senior year came, Khalil spent lots of hours submitting college 
applications, filling out scholarships and financial aid forms. We even made last minute trips to schools 
for final looks at campuses. 
 

When it came time to decide where to go, Khalil had made up his mind that the army was his next step. 
Khalil had been a part of JROTC in high school and saw a value in learning discipline through the mili-
tary. I feared that Khalil was choosing the military just because he felt like he wasn’t college material.  
 

I started to wonder if I had let him down. Maybe if I had given Khalil more of my time and attention he 
would have chosen to go to college instead. After insisting several times that he was in fact college ma-
terial, he made a promise: “I am going to go to college, but I need to go do this for now.” 
 

Khalil turned down his college offers and shipped out for basic training in the Army Reserves last  
October. I didn’t hear from Khalil while he was away. I spoke with his mom and found out that her  
letters weren’t getting to him and she didn’t know much about his new life either.  
 

One night around Christmas, Khalil showed up at my door dressed in his military uniform. He had 
come home from training for Christmas and his bus was leaving in two hours (and the station was an 
hour away). I was honored to see him and also worried he would miss his bus so we caught up quickly 
on the way to the train station. At home for Christmas, Khalil reapplied for the schools that he had  
previously turned down. Khalil was now off to Mississippi for the next several months to learn  
carpentry and masonry.  
 

This past week was Khalil’s first week enrolled at Kean University as a graphic design major. He  
received several grants and scholarships as well as the support of the G.I. bill, which is helping him 
cover his expenses. Khalil’s decision to wait to go to school ended up opening financial doors. God had 
a bigger plan than me. What felt like a loss in not seeing this teenager go on to college has been used to 
bless him and his family. He ultimately ended up at the same school that he had planned to attend be-
fore but now in a better financial position and with new skills and experiences under his belt. I don’t 
know what all the future holds for Khalil, but this last year has served as an example of God’s  
faithfulness to him and to me." 
 

We're at 99% and we couldn't be prouder of it. 
 
Yours, 
 
Trevor Rubingh 
President & Co-founder 
New City Kids 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Sundays 9:00am in Covenant Room 
At 9:00a.m. in Covenant Room, we will continue to look in more detail at the 
Apostles’ Creed.  
  

WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays 10:00am-12:00pm in the Library 
The group meets on Mondays from 10 am til about noon in the Church Library.  Discussions 
center around Scripture, prayer, DVDs, and study guides to further understand His Word and 
the concerns of Christianity today.  For further information, please contact Dot Varrone at   
908-526-5112 or dgvarrone@optimum.net. 
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library  
Pastor Rankine will lead an eight-week study of the Apostles’ Creed on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Library. The one-hour weekly meetings include a continental breakfast, fellowship and 
prayer.  The group welcomes anyone who would like to attend.  If you have questions, please  
contact Rae Watson, (908) 326-6035.  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
2nd Tuesdays each month 
7:30am at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant  
This group meets for a hearty breakfast at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant every second Tuesday of 
the month at 7:30am.  Join the men for fellowship and discussion.  Please contact Tom Dodd for 
more information at 732-560-7137 or doddtomc@gmail.com. 

ADULT MINISTRIES  

DEACON-ON-CALL in OCTOBER: 
 

BRUCE HARKINS 

908-268-7579  harke13@verizon.net 
 

Call for temporary or emergency needs of the Congregation such as 
meal preparation, transportation to worship,  visitation, and com-

munion for those who are homebound  or in a care facility.  

mailto:doddtomc@gmail.com
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Pluckemin Presbyterian Church invites  
Trick-or-Treaters to 

TRUNK ‘n’ TREAT! 
Please join us on October 28th  

for fun, candy, costumes,  
and fellowship!  

 

2:30pm for trunks, 3:00-4:30pm for trick-or-treaters  
 

We’ll be voting for “favorite trunk” this year (and awarding a prize!).  
If you’d like to enter your trunk, please contact  

Michelle & Norman Menz at michelle@introsite.com.  
If it rains, we’ll be inside - so please come, rain or shine!   

 

We’d love to see you there!  

F A M I L Y  A C T I V I T I E S  
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The school year got off to an exciting start with 
Parent Orientation where some of the major policies 
and procedures of the school were explained to the 
parents.  However, the highlight of the evening was 
the parents’ visit to their child’s classroom to hear 
from the teachers themselves.  Pastor Ian greeted 

parents and joined us at our parent tea, where we gathered to meet infor-
mally with many parents to begin building relationships and talked about ways 
they can become involved here in the program. 
 
The Consignment Sale was a big topic of conversation since it 
takes many hands to help it run smoothly and is quickly approaching on 
Saturday, October 20.  We are still accepting consignors for the 
sale.  Please look for the weekly emails which will have more infor-
mation as the date approaches on how you can help and/or participate.  
For more information about the sale, please check out the Consign-
ment Page on our website www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org.  
 
In mid-October, we will be participating in the Mixed Bag  
Designs fundraiser which offers of variety of personal and storage 
bags along with other useful essentials.  Orders can be submitted 
through the preschool or online.  Further information will be available 
soon.  Also during the month, students will have individual and class 
photos taken, and prepare for their Halloween program and parade.  
 
Please continue to save the Box Tops labels from many food and 
household products that you probably use on a regular basis and leave 

them in the bright yellow box  located in the library.  
Each label is worth $.10 to the school and they do add 
up.  We really appreciate your support with this ongoing 
project.    

 
 
 
Bel Gwiazdowski,  
Preschool Director 

P L U C K E M I N  C H U R C H  P R E S C H O O L  

http://www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org
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P L U C K E M I N  C H U R C H  P R E S C H O O L  

HELP MAKE SALE A SUCCESS! 
 

The Preschool Consignment Sale is coming up on October 20th and 
there are many ways to get involved and help out:  
 

Be a consignor – you can earn up to 75% of what you sell.  
 

Volunteer – Help is needed on Friday night and all day Saturday 

during the sale.  
 

Donate gently used items for the preschool to sell – drop off  

begins October 14th.  
 

Help get the word out – Do you belong to groups outside of 

church in the community? Do you have relatives or neighbors with 
children? Tell everyone about the sale. We can provide paper or 
electronic flyers for distribution. If you live on a heavily traveled 
street, would you be willing to put a yard sign at your home? Please 
visit the preschool website at pluckeminchurchpreschool.org for 
more information or call the preschool office at 908 658-4720. 
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Our year began with a lovely turnout for Sundaes on Sunday.  
Thanks to all our parents for bringing your children to join us.  
We’re in full fall swing. 
 
October 7th will be our first Community Sunday of the year. 
Please join us at 9a.m. sharp for this special session. All classes 

will meet in the large room across from the nursery in the lower level of the education 
wing. From there, Mrs. Kumpf, Chair of our Buildings and Grounds Committee, will take 
everyone on a guided scavenger hunt/tour of our facilities. Oh, the places you’ll go!  Don’t 
miss it! 
 
Don’t miss our preschool’s consignment sale on Saturday, October 20th!  
 
Our Children’s Worship program has been created for children in Grades 3 and below. 
These kids need a little wiggle and something to keep their hands busy. But what about 
older children?  Let’s try something new for them. Children in grades 4 through 6 will have 
the option to fill out “My Worship Notes” found on clipboards at the back of the sanctu-
ary. Each page that is filled out and returned to the basket will earn a coin (or 2?) to use in 
our store.  
 

Already we have plans for Halloween!  The Menz family will again host our annual Trunk or 
Treat on Sunday afternoon, October 28th. Wear your witchy hat, bring your kids, make new 

friends, play some games and have a cackling good time!  Or… decorate your trunk, hand 
out some goodies and be a Halloween host! In either case, bring your friends and join us.  
Further info elsewhere… 
 
Do you use our lending library?  Please do!  And remember: our library has a children’s  
section!  The freestanding shelves near the library window hold our children’s collection. 
We encourage you and your children to check them out and 
read together. Books on display are meant to pique your  
interest and we hope you will take them out also. Look for a 
guide to library use on the card catalog. 
 
Wishing you a fabulous fall. 
 

Karen Eastlund & Karen Richards, Co-Chairs 
Children’s Ministries  

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R I E S  
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YOUTH NEWS  

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S  

Why is this pumpkin smiling?  Because it 

knows how much fun our youth will have 

this October!  We have lots of treats up 

our sleeves…and a few tricks…  

What’s Happening This Month 
10/7: Sunday morning class at 9:00 AM.  Youth group from 4:00 – 6:00 PM. 

10/14: Sunday morning class at 9:00 AM.  Youth group from 4:00 – 6:00 PM. 

10/21: Sunday morning class at 9:00 AM.  Youth group from 4:00 – 6:00 PM. 

Pumpkin painting!  Do you prefer your pumpkins sweet…or scary? 

10/28: Sunday morning class at 9:00 AM.  Youth group from 5:00 – 8:30 PM. 

Tricks and treats in one night!  We’ll deliver pumpkins to our  

homebound church friends…then we’ll drive to Norz Hill for their 

spooky haunted maze! 

For more information on Youth Group activities, contact: 

      Chris Moravek       Chris Staffin 

      cjmoravek@gmail.com      staffin-d-clc@att.net 

What’s Coming Up 
11/18: Our 3rd annual Thanksgiving Scavenger Hunt! 

Prizes!  Pizza!  And most importantly, helping our neighbors  

in need. 

12/23: Christmas caroling outing! 

Sharing the joy of Christmas through song…with cookies and  

hot chocolate! 

mailto:cjmoravek@gmail.com
mailto:staffin-d-clc@att.net
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The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin 

279 Rt. 202-206 

PO Box 402 

Pluckemin, NJ 07978 

Know God’s Love – Show God’s Love – Share God’s Love 
 

Our Mission and Vision 
 

We are called by God to be a hub of caring in the community. 
We want people to know and experience the reconciling love of Jesus Christ 

through this church as it gathers and serves together. 
 
 
 

Pluckemin Church Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Ian T. Rankine (pastor@ppch.org) 
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (noelbsell@gmail.com) 

Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vgsell615@gmail.com) 
Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com) 

Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org) 
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org) 

 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.   

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

mailto:pastorheather@ppch.org
mailto:nsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:vsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:marciawmcb@yahoo.com
mailto:bel@ppch.org
mailto:office@ppch.org

