May, 2017

PluckemiNews
From Interim Pastor Heather:
May is a fantastic month! As my husband and I drove while on vacation
recently, we were able to see that amazing shift from the spring green of
the new budding leaves to the “full on green” of leaves in their open and
growing state! Did you see it?
As we enter spring in the very real way of seeing baby birds grow and fly
from their nests and watching lilacs and dogwoods bloom, I am reminded
of a statement by Martin Luther, the 16th century Reformer:
"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection,
not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime."
This congregation is beginning again in so many ways. The congregation is embarking on new opportunities that focus on our chosen ministries and mission. “Embarking” reminds me of the ship
image we have used to understand the journey of the last few years. Embarking means to “go on
board a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle” but we mean it in the sense of “to begin (a course of action,
especially one that is important or demanding).” Whether we are driving or boating, we seek to be
moving forward!

While the last few years have been demanding, what they have demanded is the best in us and the
newness of new life among and through us. We see the resurrection in the renewal and wonder we
feel in spring – why not in the newness and sense of being alive that we gain from the new beginnings of this congregation?
This congregation is good at doing new things – and your entrepreneurial nature will allow you to
experiment and try new things in new ways! I am excited to see the possibility as we make some
shifts in the coming weeks. There is an energy and a sense of constant movement in the changing of
spring – from bud to flower to fruit. God blesses the growth and the life that is found in all new
beginnings.
This constant of movement and energy brings to mind a beloved quote by Walt Disney:
“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things,
because we're curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.”
I think that is an exciting way to view the world, and I hope that we can grow and develop that curiosity – to see movement and growth in our own lives, and to see how we can be more spiritual and
more responsive to the needs around us as we minister together. May God bless your spring! And
may you truly see it and enjoy it along the way!
In God’s Peace, Pastor Heather
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From Associate Pastor Margaret
Hello everyone,
I can’t believe it is May already – time definitely
flies!
Though time is racing forward, we are racing with
it. In the March edition of the Pluckeminews, I
mentioned the projects and focuses Session and I
had mapped out for my remaining time at
Pluckemin. While we still have two remaining
months together (this one and the next), I thought
I’d give you an update on how we are doing with
these endeavors.
My largest priorities were to work with the
Children’s, Youth, and Mission committees to
reexamine and clarify their ministry objectives, and
to consider the methods by which they achieve
these objectives given the current realities of the
church.
I am pleased to say all three groups have been
making great progress. I have been impressed
with their commitment to engage the hard
questions, think carefully about what’s important
and realistic, and imagine creatively how they
might approach adaptive changes to grow into
ministry models that will be sustainable, effective,
life-giving, and energizing for all.
Children’s Ministry has discerned that the majority
of its programs and offerings are going well and
are generally sustainable. The primary area of
challenge is with Sunday School, given the wide
spread of unevenly distributed class sizes (most of
which are small) and an ongoing struggle to recruit
enough consistent volunteers. The team has decided to experiment with a flexible model that will
hopefully reduce the number of volunteers needed
and lessen the amount of preparation required of
most volunteers each week – not to mention
provide some additional new
opportunities for the participating children. I love the
adventuresome and
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creative spirit with which the team is approaching
the project, and I think it will serve them well in the
ever-changing contexts of life and ministry!
Youth Ministry has also been doing deep reflective
work. The Youth team has the additional challenges
of losing not just my staff support but Bob Stewart’s
as well, and a very committed but very small
volunteer base (who are deeply involved in many
other areas of the church’s life, too). Developing a
ministry plan that effectively addresses these
realities, as well as the wide diversity of ages and
interests of the Pluckemin youth, is a significantly
complex endeavor. They are doing well though,
and I have appreciated the ongoing strength of their
commitment to this ministry and the creativity of
their spirit as well.
Youth Ministry has also put together a team to
develop a standardized Confirmation curriculum,
which should simplify the process of organizing
future classes and make things easier for all
involved. This group is also making excellent
progress.
Finally, the Mission Committee has also been having
good conversations. Their work is essentially staying the same, but they have regained some clarity
around that work. The committee’s efforts are focused on three primary tasks:
providing guidance for the disbursement of financial
resources committed to mission, educating the
congregation and raising awareness about the work
of Pluckemin’s mission endeavors and partners, and
coordinating opportunities for the congregation to
actively engage with the mission commitments of
the church. As part of this work, the team will likely
be looking to streamline Pluckemin’s mission priorities to the relationships that matter most to the
congregation, while also ensuring a healthy
diversity among them. This will help increase the
church’s engagement and
impact in this crucial aspect of
the Church’s identity and
purpose.

All of these teams have been doing outstanding
work, and I am so grateful for their commitment,
creativity, openness, and courage. I believe they
are helping to put you on an excellent path to
health and effectiveness, and I hope you will join
me in commending them in these efforts! Even
better, I hope you will join them as they put these
plans into effect and bring the new life they
promise into being.
Much love to you all,

Margaret

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Spring is in full bloom, and we thank God
for this beautiful world. Not the least of the
beauty we celebrate at Pluckemin is that of
each child who enters our doors. Our children
are indeed beautiful, we love to see them,
and we do our best to build a faith foundation
and strong relationships with each and every
one of them.
Our children’s programs for the month
include: Sunday School on May 7th and 21st.
NO Sunday School on May 14th for Mother’s
Day, and NO Sunday School on May 28th as
it is Memorial Day Weekend. Children’s
Worship will be offered on Sunday May 21st.
Big news!!! Our preschool is expanding its
days and hours. We’d love you to share this
news with friends who might be looking for a
school and care for their young children. Also, please keep the preschool in your prayers
as it steps forward in faith with this new offer.
Find information at the Crossroads and at the
new website: pluckeminchurchpreschool.org.

Vacation Bible School 2017!
July 10-14th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
All Children ages 4 (by 07/01/17) through
grade 6 (Fall 2017) are welcome!
Registration forms are in the Crossroads
and on the PPC website.
Registration Deadline: June 1st

Get ready! Vacation Bible School will be July
10-14 this year. Registration is open and
planning is in process. Bible School is open
to children ages 4 through grade 6. We’re
very excited for this year’s theme: Maker Fun
Factory… A world where curious kids become hands-on inventors who discover
they’re lovingly crafted by God. Look for registration materials at the Crossroads, or register online at ppch.org.

Children’s Ministries is Co-Chaired by
Karen Eastlund & Karen Richards.

TEENS, sign up now to volunteer!
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
Our Preschool Moms and Grandmoms are invited to join us on Thursday, May 11th
as we celebrate Mother’s Day. They will join their child in the classroom to sample
the ‘preschool’ experience before being entertained by the children in Fellowship
Hall. Immediately following the musical performance, the children will return to
their classrooms while the Moms & Grandmoms enjoy a delicious reception
prepared especially for them by the preschool teachers and staff.
The Branchburg Sports Complex is the destination of our
spring field trip on May 17th. It will be a fun morning of
organized sports games and free choice activities to
boost our student’s gross motor skills while promoting
good sportsmanship and camaraderie. But the highlight
of the trip is likely to be the ride on the big yellow bus to
and from Branchburg, since it will be a new experience
for most of the children.
Registration forms are currently being accepted for Camp Pluckemin which will be
held Monday, June 12th – Thursday, June 15th. It is guaranteed to be an actionpacked week with arts & crafts, science activities, gym, yoga, music and laughter
filling the rooms and hallways.
Registration is currently being accepted for all classes. Beginning in September,
there will be extended hours available on a regular or as needed basis. Please
check out our website at www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org to learn about all of
the available options, or call the Preschool office at 908-658-4720 for an appointment and tour. Please share this information with your friends.
Bel Gwiazdowski,
Preschool Director

Pluckeminews
Deadline
The deadline for all newsletter items
is always the 20th of the previous
month. Please email your June
items on or before May 20th to
office@ppch.org and suequimby@comcast.net.
Please contact Sue Quimby with questions.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who
helped make Easter Sunday so
special. The services were very
inspiring. The music was spectacular and the
messages were
inspirational. Thank you to all who contributed
to make our Easter breakfast and coffee times
extra special. Thank you all for sharing your
talents. It is great to be part of such a
wonderful church family.
~ The Moravek family
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The Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) has been hard at work
preparing the Ministry Information Form (MIF) that the Presbyterian
Church USA uses as our resumé. Our form will be reviewed and approved
by our Session, as well as by the Presbytery of Elizabeth’s Committee on
Ministry (COM). Once it is approved, we will fill out an electronic version
of the form. Our form will then be compared with candidate Personal
Information Forms (PIFs) automatically, and candidates that match our
needs will be referred to us for application. We hope that, with God’s
assistance, we will have an approved MIF completed by the end of May.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the
PNC members.
Yours In Christ, Jon McBurney, PNC Chair
Committee members: Chris Staffin, Chris Moravek, Rae Watson,
Diane McBride, Diane Stewart, and Ken Wildonger

Session News Meeting Highlights
At its April meeting, Session spent an hour working
through a request from Elizabeth Presbytery. They
will be starting a search for a new executive Presbyter sometime later this year, and are seeking congregational input to guide plans for the future. The title
of the study was Re-Writing Our Future.
Dale Albright, Clerk of Session

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY
Pluckemin Church loans gently used medical equipment (such as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, recliners, hospital beds, etc.) at no charge for
those in need. Supplies are donated by the community for the community.
To borrow, donate, or assist with the ministry, please call 908-396-6057.
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Adult Education
Sundays 9:00am in Covenant Room
“Martin Luther said the Sermon on the Mount is
so difficult that we can only fall on the grace of
God. The teachings are indeed difficult, but this
doesn't mean the teachings cannot become a
necessary guide for living the way of Jesus. The
Sermon on the Mount, says Randy Harris, is
livable and this DVD is a guide to the greatest
teaching of all time that will change your life
forever. Centered on the entire contents of the
Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew 5-7, it
unpacks the sermon in hard-hitting, easy-tounderstand, and practical ways. The Sermon on
the Mount is more than great ideas by a great
teacher. It is a way of life. Randy Harris invites
you not just to understand these great teachings
but to live them in ways you never before
imagined.”( amazon.com).
Join us Sunday mornings for lively discussions
about the place of “reward motive” in the
Christian life (Matt. 6:1-18) or laying up treasures
on earth as opposed to laying up treasures in
heaven (Matt. 6:19-34). We begin at 9am.
Everyone is invited to join in the friendly
conversation.

Men’s Breakfast
2nd Tuesdays each month
7:30am at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant
This group meets for a hearty breakfast at
Top O’ the Hill restaurant every second
Tuesday morning at 7:30. Join the men for
fellowship and discussion. Please contact
Tom Dodd for more information at 732-5607137 or tomlydiad@gmail.com.

Thursday Morning Bible
Study Group
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library
The Thursday Morning Bible Study Group
meets in the Library at 8:30 a.m. for an hour.
Continental breakfast is provided. All are
welcome to join this small group. No advance
sign-up is required.
For questions, call Rae Watson,
(908) 326-6035.

***Fact for the month: the Lord’s Prayer is found
in the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 6:9-15.

Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study
Mondays 10:00-11:30am in the Library
Celebrate 500 Years!!
This Changed Everything: 500 Years of the
Reformation celebrates the fruits of the Reformation while exploring difficult questions about
the cost of division: Could schism have been
avoided? Is there hope for reunification? What
did Jesus really mean when he prayed for his followers to be 'one'?
Join us Monday mornings at 10am in the library
as we study the history of the reformation. We
begin with prayer and then watch the DVD, followed by discussion.
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Blood Drive
Monday, May 8th

A blood drive will be held in Fellowship Hall for
blood donations from 3:30 to 8:00 p.m. It only
takes about 60 minutes. For more information, go
to nybloodcenter.org or contact Doug Millard
(doug@millard.net) and Bruce Harkins
(harke13@verizon.net).

IF IT’S SPRING THEN THE
PPCH SPRING CLEAN UP MUST BE
RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
Actually, the annual PPCH Spring Clean-Up Event is
scheduled for Saturday, June 3 from 7 am to 1pm.
There is a lot to keep everyone busy - spreading mulch,
eating donuts, planting flowers, drinking coffee/juice,
cleaning gutters, chatting with friends, etc., etc.
This is a wonderful opportunity to spruce up our beautiful
church and property. You will leave tired but feeling
wonderful and filled with God’s spirit!
More info to come about things to bring and other available
tasks.
On behalf of the Buildings & Grounds Committee, I wish
you a Happy Spring!

Phyllis Kumpf

For MAY:
Chili, Canned Green Beans
Cookies, and Cheerios
Be generous and share your food with the poor.
You will be blessed for it. Proverbs 22:9

DEACON-ON-CALL
FOR MAY:

Rae Watson
Phone: 908-581-9166
Email: rbwats@msn.com
Call for temporary or emergency needs of the
Congregation such as meal preparation, transportation to
worship, visitation, and Communion for those who are
homebound or in a nursing care facility.
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XL Youth Group for May
“WORK-AROUNDS”

Wat has happened since
the Chicago
Cubs
Fountain
of Youth
last won the World Series?
Group on April 9, when

XL invited the younger
kids, including our IHN
We have to “work around” special events
guests, for fancy Rusyn
this month, but we still can manage a month
egg decorating. Tom
full of events. And soon, our “work” trip!
Dodd again
volunteered
his time,
Halley’s
Comet has passed
thetalent,
earth …and
twice.
tools (we provided the youth … & the eggs).

What's Happening This Month:

……………………



April 30th: Regular XL, 6 - 8 PM.

Spring has sprung. Summer is soon. That means...



May 7th: Regular XL, 6 - 8 PM.

Our Youth WORK TRIP is almost here.



May 14th: No XL. Enjoy Mother’s
Day with your family.



May 21st: Regular XL, 6 - 8 PM.
This is our last meeting before our really
last meeting next month. Everything
Must Go! (aka all the ice cream).



May 28th: No XL. Memorial Day Weekend.



May 31st: Youth Advisors Meeting, 8pm.

What's Coming Up:


June 4th: No XL (but come enjoy
the Carillons Concert at 7pm).



June 11th: End of Year Party, 5pm—9pm!
This is our real last meeting of the year.
It’s back to the Sheasleys’ back yard.



Youth Work Trip (see opposite).



Want to join other kids helping at VBS
July 10-14? Info is on ppch.org. And for
questions, contact Chris Staffin.

WHO’S Coming Up?
Do you have a family member graduating
this year? Let us know! Send their info to
Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org) or the church
office (office@ppch.org).
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(SPOILER ALERT: before you finish reading
this section, we’re gonna ask you a favor.)
We are again participating with The Pittsburgh Project for our youth work trip. Several church groups will come together for a
week of home repair work, fun, and Christian
fellowship. Youth entering grade 9 & up can
participate. The cost is approximately $385
per youth, after fundraisers.

BUT we need more adult chaperones. If

you’re reading this, we figure you already considered going if you could. But a favor — can
you mention this to someone? A 20-something
daughter or son? A teacher or retiree with a
flexible summer schedule? Someone you never thought would be interested, but then is?

……………………
For more information on Youth Group
activities, contact:
Chris Moravek
Chris Staffin
Bob Stewart
YOU? *

cjmoravek@gmail.com
staffin-d-clc@att.net
bob@ppch.org

* Yes, you. Are you interested in helping us
plan youth group activities? Let us know.
We’ll tell you fun ways you can help.

C A L E N DA R F O R A P R I L
EVERY WEEK
Sundays
9:30-11:15am
9:00-9:45am

10:00am
10:15am
11:00am
6:00-8:00pm
Mondays
10:00a-12:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
Tuesdays
12:00-1:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
Wednesdays
11:30a-1:00pm
6:00-8:00pm
Thursdays
8:30-9:30 am
9:15-10:00am
11:30a-1:00pm
6:30-7:00pm
7:00-7:45pm
8:00-10:00pm
7:30-9:30 pm

Nursery Care in Education Wing
Sunday School classes in Education Wing
Jr. High Sunday School in Upper Room
Senior High Sunday School in Library
Adult Sunday School in the Covenant Room
Worship (Communion on 1st Sunday of month)
Children’s Worship in Education Wing
(No Children’s Worship on 1st Sunday of month)
Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall
XL Youth Group in Fellowship Hall (see youth page)
Women’s Bible Study in Library
Narcotics Anonymous for Men in Trinity Room
Preschool Enrichment in FH
Alcoholics Anonymous Study Group in Upper Rm

9 (Tuesday)
7:30am
6:30-8:30pm
7:00-8:30pm
10 (Wednesday)
9:15-10:15am
6:00-10:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
11 (Thursday)
9:15-10:30am
6:30-8:00pm
12 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
14 (Sunday)
10:00am

15 (Monday)
7:30-9:00pm
16 (Tuesday)
6:30-8:30pm
Adult Small Group Bible Study in Library
7:00-10:00pm
Preschool Music in Covenant Room
7:00-9:00pm
Preschool Enrichment in FH
17 (Wednesday)
Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal in Covenant Room
7:00-10:30pm
Bells for Fun in Covenant Room
18 (Thursday)
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH (Sanctuary 3rd)
6:30-9:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous in Upper Rm/Grace Crnr
8:00-9:30pm
21 (Sunday)
IN THE MONTH OF MAY
10:00am
1 (Monday)
11:00-11:30am
2 (Tuesday)
11:30a-1:30pm
6:30-8:30pm
Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace Crnr
5:00-7:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
Toastmasters (open meeting) in Trinity Rm
22 (Monday)
7:00pm
Deacons Meeting in Covenant Room
7:00-9:00pm
3 (Wednesday)
7:00pm
6:00-8:00pm
Carillons rehearsal in Fellowship Hall
23 (Tuesday)
7:00-9:00pm
Children’s Ministries Mtg in Covenant Rm.
6:30-8:30pm
4 (Thursday)
9:30a-2:00pm
Friends of Counted Embroidery in Fellowship Hall 24 (Wednesday)
11:30a-2:30pm
7:00-9:00pm
Cub Scout Pack Leaders in Trinity Rm
1:30-3:00pm
5 (Friday)
26 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall
7:00-9:00pm
6 (Saturday)
28 (Sunday)
9:00a-12:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Trinity Rm
10:00am
11:00am
Memorial Service for Fred Patterson
29 (Monday)
7 (Sunday)
30 (Tuesday)
10:00am
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
9:30-11:30am
11:30a-1:30pm Carillons rehearsal in Covenant Rm
31 (Wednesday)
8 (Monday)
11:30a-1:30pm
3:30-8:30pm
Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall
8:00-9:30pm
7:00-9:00pm
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Preschool Enrichment in FH
Carillons rehearsal



Men’s Breakfast at Top O’ The Hill
Cub Scouts in Grace Corner
Finance Committee Mtg in Covenant Rm
Preschool rehearsal in Fellowship Hall
Buildings & Grounds in Grace Corner
Book Club in the Library
Preschool Mother’s Day in Fellowship Hall
Worship & Music Mtg in the Library
Boy Scout Eagle Court of Honor
in Sanc./FH/Grace
Mother’s Day
Worship in Sanctuary
No Children’s Sunday School or Youth Group
Boy Scout Troop Committee Mtg in FH
Cub Scout Mtg in FH/Grace Crnr
Session Mtg in Covenant Rm
Toastmasters (open meeting) in Trinity Rm
Boy Scout District Committee in Trinity Rm
Cub Scouts in FH
Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary
Children’s Worship Today
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner
Carillons rehearsal in Covenant Rm
Boy Scout High Adventure Crew in Trinity Rm
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Stephen Ministry mtg in Covenant Rm
Cub Scouts in Grace Corner
Preschool Teacher Lunch in Covenant Rm
Adult Ministries in the Library
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall
No Children’s Sunday School or Youth Group
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Memorial Day (Church Office is closed)
Police officer visits Preschool in Cov. Rm
Carillons rehearsal in Fellowship Hall
Youth Ministries in Covenant Room
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From the Church Office







The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The deadline
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday. Please e-mail Sunday
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.
The Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden, Interim Pastor, works in NJ Sunday-Thursday and is generally
in the office Monday-Thursday from 11-2 for drop-in visits, or available by appointment during
those weekdays. Please email her if you would like to set up an appointment.
The Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu, Associate Pastor, is in the office every weekday except Friday. You
may reach her through the church office (ext. 103) or by email.
Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on
voicemail.

Pluckemin Church Staff
Interim Pastor: Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden (pastorheather@ppch.org)
Associate Pastor: Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu (pastormargaret@ppch.org)
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com)
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com)
Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com)
Director, Youth Ministries: Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org)
Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org)
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org)
Sexton: Danny Abogado (danny@ppch.org)

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin
279 Rt. 202-206
PO Box 402
Pluckemin, NJ 07978
Phone: 908-658-3346

www.ppch.org

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Want to know the latest? Visit us on the web:
www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch
www.facebook.com/PPChYoungAdults

