March, 2018

PluckemiNews

Session News Meeting Highlights
Pastor Ian Rankine moderated his first Pluckemin Session meeting on Tuesday February
20th.
Session elected a Clerk (Dale Albright) and a Corporation President (Suzanne Soos) for a
term of one year. Committee Chair appointments were made as follows:
Mission - Barbara Quast
Stewardship - Donald Moravek
Hospitality - Pam Ely
Adult Christian Ed - Karen Duben
Children's Christian Ed - Karen Richards
Youth Christian Ed - Chris Staffin and Chris Moravek
Worship and Music - Jon McBurney
Buildings and Grounds - Phyllis Kumpf
Finance - Suzanne Soos
HR and Administration - David Moore
Monies were approved to paint most of the rooms abutting Fellowship Hall.
Approval was given to have a special funds drive to purchase 230 new hymnals. We've
frequently been using music from them printed to the bulletins.
Sincerely,
Dale Albright, Clerk of Session
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The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin

Holy Week
Palm Sunday – March 25
Worship at 10 a.m. You are invited to share in the experience of the crowd, following Jesus
in procession into Jerusalem! We will share joyfully in the excitement of Palm Sunday, and
the crowd singing Hosanna in the highest!
The Eggstavaganza is a fun experience for all the children of church to see what they can
find, and directly follows worship (hopefully outside!) All are welcome at the Fellowship
Hour as well!

Maundy Thursday – March 29
Dinner will be at 6p.m. -- Come and join us for a light supper of pizza and salad!
Sharing a meal is appropriate as we gather as Jesus and the disciples did. Worship will
follow in the sanctuary at 7p.m., and will include both a Service of Communion and
the Service of Tenebrae (which means shadows). Come and learn more. Hearing and
experiencing the reading of the events of that holy week allow us all to relive the
events of Jesus' life and death, preparing us for a fuller understanding of the miracle
of Easter.

Good Friday – March 30
Good Friday is a day when we can walk with Jesus through the sufferings and his
death individually and personally. This year the Labyrinth will be the image that helps
us walk in Jesus’ way and
follow him as we walk our journey of faith. Come to the church and see what you will
experience at your own pace, between 5-8 pm in this setting of faith, creativity and
inspiration.

7 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service -- Outdoors in the Prayer Garden
Join us for a "Celebration of the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus!" We will
join together to joyfully share the whole story of God's great love! Come sing
and rejoice with us! Please stay for a breakfast celebration in Fellowship Hall following the service!
Easter Sunday Worship at 9 am and 11 am in the Sanctuary will feature Brass and
Timpani and Organ and the Choirs which enhance our celebration and joy as we
gather in Resurrection Joy! Sing with us the hymns of faith and the Hallelujah Chorus!
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ADULT EDUCATION
Sundays 9:00am in Covenant Room
Join us as we dig deeper into the meaning of Bible passages. We offer
food for thought with lively discussions and caring fellowship.
Everyone is welcome!
**Remember, though, that February 11 is the Congregational Meeting
so there will be no Adult Education class that Sunday.
Just a reminder that The Upper Room devotional has been renewed. Both the large print
version and the regular print in the small booklet form will be available soon.

WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Mondays 10:00-11:30am in the Library

The women of the Monday Morning Bible Study meet from 10 to 11:30a.m. weekly in the
Library. We are currently studying The Gospel of John using That You May Believe:
The Gospel of John by Carol J. Miller. This study is
part of the Kerygma program, a well-respected resource for Christians who want to delve deeper into
the Bible. John stands out from the other gospels,
written in the hope that “we may believe,” and offering
beautiful language and great depth of spirit. We invite
all women to join us for this study. .

THURSDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library
The one-hour weekly meetings include a continental breakfast, fellowship and prayer.
The group welcomes anyone who would like to attend. If you have questions, please
contact Rae Watson, (908) 326-6035.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
2nd Tuesdays each month
7:30am at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant
This group meets for a hearty breakfast at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant every second
Tuesday of the month at 7:30am. Join the men for fellowship and discussion. Please
contact Tom Dodd for more information at 732-560-7137 or tomlydiad@gmail.com.
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share with your friends and neighbors.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
If it’s March, it must be time for the Spring
Consignment Sale which will be held on
Saturday, March 17th. Yes, we know it is
St. Patrick’s Day, but what a better way to
enjoy the luck of the Irish by finding the
terrific bargains that are available at this
wonderful event. And there will still be time
to search for leprechauns later in the day.

FYI – Twenty beautiful Valentine cards
were made by students in the 3 & 4 yr. old
classes for hospitalized and homebound
members of the congregation.
Bel Gwiazdowski,
Preschool Director

If you have any spring/summer gently used
children’s items – clothing, games, furniture, accessories, etc. infant through young
adult, please consider being a consignor or
donating the items to the preschool to sell.
For more information, email us at consignmentsale@ppch.org or call the consignment
hotline at 908-658-4115. Openings are still
available if you would like to be a consignor.
New for this year w ill be a M aternity
clothing section. All items will be held to
the same stringent standards as the other
items for sale.
Also donations of up to 20 item s w ill
be accepted beginning Monday, March 5th.
Please drop them off at the preschool any
day from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Shoppers are a vital part of the sale’s success. If you have children or grandchildren,
please come and check out the merchandise. And don’t forget to tell your neighbors. There are good bargains to be had for
all.
Although it is only March, Father’s Day will
be celebrated at the preschool on Saturday,
March 10th. The preschool is not in session
when Father’s Day is celebrated and we
certainly do not want to leave out our Dads.
They will be invited to spend some time in
class and will be entertained with a musical
medley by our students and enjoy a light
snack.
The preschool will host an Open House on
March 20th from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Please
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There is still time to order flowers for
the sanctuary - you may want to put
the flowers in memory or in celebration or just to honor someone. I have
a few dates left -- May 13 and 27,
June 3, July 1, 15, 22 or 29, Sept 2
and Nov. 4th. Please e-mail me if you
are interested in saving any of those
dates at jk9595@comcast.net.

Blood Pressure Screening
March 18, 2018
11:00-11:30am
in Grace Corner

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Children’s Worship will be offered each Sunday in March except the first Sunday, when
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and invite our
children to celebrate with us.

Hey! Already it’s March, and spring will soon
begin. Hard to believe. Time is marching, if you’ll
forgive the pun, and Children’s Ministries has
some great plans for the journey. We hope you’ll
join us!

We wish you a faith-filled Lenten season.

March 4th will be a Community Sunday with a
special time for children to get to know Pastor
Ian. Gather at 9a.m. in the lower hall of the Education Wing. Pastor Ian will meet and greet the
children, and spend time getting to know them.
He’ll also bring his guitar to sing with them. Lovely!
Palm Sunday falls on March 25th this year, and
we will celebrate with our annual Eggstravaganza. Just after the 10a.m. service there will be an
egg hunt for the small children, and a scavenger
hunt for the older ones. This event takes place
rain or shine. As a special treat this year, we will
have a small animal petting zoo provided by a
local 4-H club. We will have bunnies and maybe
some other small pets. Our Eggstravaganza is
aimed at children ages 2 through 6th grade.
Please bring a basket for each child who will be
gathering eggs. Bring a friend, too!
Fish Boxes for One Great Hour of Sharing: In
February we sent home Fish boxes with our Sunday School children. The money collected in
these boxes will be given to One Great Hour of
Sharing. Please return your fish boxes on Palm
Sunday or Easter. Read about One Great Hour at:
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs

Karen Richards & Karen Eastlund
Co-Chairs, Children’s Ministries

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
MINISTRY
Pluckemin Church loans gently used
medical equipment (such as
wheelchairs, walkers, crutches,
recliners, hospital beds, etc.) at
no charge for those in need.
Supplies are donated by the
community for the community.
To borrow, donate, or assist with the
ministry, please call 908-396-6057

Nursery: We are happy to introduce two new
caregivers in our nursery: Bonnie Lisk and Grace
Dimock have both agreed to help in our nursery.
We are sure they will be great assets, and we
hope you will welcome them as they come on
board.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Inspired by the Olympics? March comes
in like a mountain lion on the ski slopes.
Later, we have a field trip and our annual
Good Friday IHN Overnight.

What’s Happening This Month
Mar. 2nd – 4th: Ski trip!
We leave Friday night, ski & board on Saturday, and return Sunday
Mar. 4th: Confirmation 5 – 7:30 PM
Mar. 11th: Confirmation 5 – 7:30 PM, senior youth group 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Mar. 18th: Confirmation field trip! Stay tuned for more details!
Senior youth group 6:30 – 8:30 PM
th
Mar. 25 : Confirmation 5 – 7:30 PM, senior youth group 6:30 – 8:30 PM
We may have a few egg-cellent activities in store this week…
th
Mar. 30 – 31st: Good Friday IHN Overnight, 5 PM Friday – 9 AM Saturday
One of our best-loved events of the year. We serve our IHN guests, reflect on the meaning of Good Friday, and have fellowship together

What’s Coming Up
nd

Apr. 22 : Confirmands’ secret dinner!
Apr. 29th: Confirmation Sunday and congregational dinner!
For more information on Youth Group
activities, contact:
Chris Moravek cjmoravek@gmail.com
Chris Staffin
staffin-d-clc@att.net
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DEACON-ON-CALL
IN FEBRUARY:
CHRIS FORD

MARCH
Beef Stew,
Green Beans,

cell: 908-295-5773
Call for temporary or emergency
needs of the
Congregation such as meal preparation,
transportation to worship, visitation, and
communion for those who are homebound
or in a care facility.

Cornbread Mix
(no egg
‘Generous hands are blessed hands because
they give bread to the poor.’ (Proverbs 22:9 )

MAUNDY THURSDAY DINNER
In observance of Holy Week, let us gather as a congregation for a Maundy Thursday Dinner and Worship Service on
Thursday, March 29th. Dinner will be in
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM, followed by
Worship at 7:00 PM. We will be serving
pizza, salad bar, and dessert. Gluten free
pizza and dessert will be available. The
cost is $5.00 per person. Children under
5 are free. Family and friends are very
much welcome. Sign up will be available
on Sundays in Fellowship Hall or at the
Crossroads starting Sunday March 18th.
You can also contact Donald Moravek at
djmoravek@aol.com or (908) 685-1652 if
you have any questions.

Page 7

From the Church Office




The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The deadline
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday. Please e-mail Sunday
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.
Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on the
voicemail.

Pluckemin Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Ian T. Rankine (pastor@ppch.org)
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com)
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com)
Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com)
Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org)
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org)

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin
279 Rt. 202-206
PO Box 402
Pluckemin, NJ 07978
Phone: 908-658-3346

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Want to know the latest? Visit us on the web:
www.ppch.org
www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch

