March, 2017

PluckemiNews
From Interim Pastor Heather:
On March 1st we enter Lent, the season of metanoia (repentance and turning things around –
hopefully toward God). In past years this congregation read a book together, in the spirit of
spiritual growth and unity. This year, I invite you to enter into a discipline that encompasses
reading, faith, music, prayer and unity. It is something that
brings devotions into your day in a way that can work for
each of us.
How can you access it? From your laptop, your computer
or your smart phone. Available in the app store.
http://d365.org/ Daily Devotional
I believe it will change us, and help us live our lives. Try it today, and every day in Lent!
Each day invites you to:
pause
We need to stop in our day. We need to take a moment and simply stop, so that we can receive
the day, and the moment, and truly live it. Silence and taking a moment can change our lives,
and the way we live them!

listen
We believe that God’s word can come to us through the words of scripture. We believe this
happens through the Spirit’s moving in our hearts and in our lives and between and among us.
think
Our lives can be the canvas that God is painting on, but too often we do not see them as beautiful canvases with color and vibrant messages for us and for others. Thinking about the word for
the day can make us view our lives and our days and our companions on the journey differently.
pray
Sometimes a prayer is easier to receive than to put into words for ourselves, but our days need
prayer.
go
We need to live our lives with active faith. Each day offers us a chance to turn things around, and
to go back out and live in faith.
Try it, and let me know what you find God doing in your life! Welcome to Lent!
Peace,
Pastor Heather
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From Associate Pastor Margaret
The unusually warm weather at the end of
February was an enjoyable reminder that in
God’s faithfulness, season always follows
season, and springtime and the new life it
brings are just around the corner.
As we enter the liturgical season of
Lent, the period of preparation for
Easter, we are reminded both by the
seasons of the earth (in our region)
and the church calendar that joyful
abundance and celebration
emerge as the culmination of slow,
steady, dedicated, and often-unnoticed
work. Plants that have lain dormant
through the winter establish new roots in
the thawing soil, drinking in nutrients that
will enable new growth. New shoots will
push their way up through the dirt, new
leaves will develop and unfurl, and the
tender new greenery will drink in the
strengthening sun as the plants’ energy
production systems reawaken. And then,
healthy and vital, the celebration of buds
and blooms emerge, carefully crafted, in
thankfulness and commitment to life.
Similarly, during the season of Lent we are
invited to the reflective process of selfexamination, growth, and commitment so
that we too might bloom forth in celebration at Easter, thankful for God’s amazing
love and new life for us in Christ.
The warm weather and the beginning of
Lent also remind me that time moves
steadily and quickly forward, and I thought
it might be helpful for me to share with you
some of the priorities Session and I have
begun mapping out for my remaining
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4 months here at Pluckemin.
My top three and largest priorities are to
work with each of the Children’s, Youth,
and Mission committees to reexamine and
clarify their ministry purposes and objectives, and reorganize and possibly reimagine their ministry structures to reflect the
new staffing model and volunteer realities.
Additionally, I will be working to further
automate, consolidate, or simplify several
administrative leadership tasks for which I
have been responsible, and to develop
handbooks and provide training on the
items that remain. If you are willing or interested in assisting with any of these
projects, please let me know. To allow me
to focus on these critical tasks, I will be
preaching somewhat less frequently, and
while I will still be engaged in the fullness
of congregational life, I appreciate your
understanding in the moments where these
priorities limit my ability to be as involved
in other aspects of our life and work
together as I may have been previously.
There is a lot of work to be done, and like
the early growing phases of spring, not all
of it is immediately apparent. However,
it is my hope and intent that at the
culmination of the preparation season,
you will also blossom forth in jubilation
and abundance as you celebrate and
commit yourselves to God’s ever-emerging
new life!
May you have a fruitfully reflective Lent!
Much love,
Margaret

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
March brings us to the beginning of Lent . As we enter this time of reflection, please join us in prayers for
our children and youth.
March 5th will be a Sunday School Community
Sunday. All children will meet in Fellowship Hall at
9a.m. to make and distribute some special gifts for
our congregation. This is a cool new idea... don’t miss
the fun!

Benefit Concert
Don't miss this year's Concert

"Out of Darkness.”

Congratulations to our preschool on their beautiful
new website. Check it out at :
www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org .
Please spread the word that our school will offer
longer hours and the option of 5 days a week. And
don’t miss the consignment sale on March 25th when
you can buy quality children’s goods at great prices.

There will be performances at
Liberty Corner Church on Sunday,
March 26 at 4:00pm and at the
New City Kids location at
240 Fairmount Ave in Jersey City
on Saturday, April 1 at 4:00pm and
7:00pm.

Safety is our priority when it comes to our children.
To that end, we have shared our Safe Church Policy
with all our volunteers, and we are updating the
background checks of those who work with children.

This is a great opportunity to see the
transforming program for youth that
this vital mission of our church is
accomplishing in Jersey City.

The Children’s Ministries Committee is evaluating
current programs in order to design programs that
fit us in the future. If you have input, please share it
with us.
We encourage parents to pick children up promptly
at the end of Children’s Worship so that you, your
child, and the worship leaders can all enjoy the
Fellowship Hour.

Dates to put on your calendar:
April 9th – The annual Pluckemin Eggstravaganza!
More info coming soon.
Vacation Bible School is set for the week of
July 10-14
Booyah!

Tickets are $15 and are available
from Pam or Tom Ely at Coffee Hour
on March 19 & 26, or contact Tom at
tom.ely.154@gmail.com. A group of
us will be going to the 4:00 show
April 1 then out to dinner at one of
the best Portuguese restaurants in
Newark. You are welcome to join us.
Just let Pam or Tom know you are
coming.

Children’s Ministries is Co-Chaired by
Karen Eastlund & Karen Richards.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
If it’s March, it must be time for the Spring
Consignment Sale which will be held on
Saturday, March 25th . If you have any spring/
summer gently used children’s items –
clothing, games, furniture, accessories, please
consider being a consignor or donating the
items to the preschool to sell. You can email
the consignment hotline for more information
at consignmentsale@ppch.org. Openings are
still available if you would like to be a
consignor.
Shoppers are also a vital part of the sale’s
success. If you have children or grandchildren,
please come and check out the merchandise.
And don’t forget to tell your neighbors. There
are good bargains to be had for all.

will be an excellent marketing tool for anyone
looking for a quality program for their child.
By the time you receive this newsletter, new and
enhanced offerings to our current program are
expected to be announced and will be found on
the website.
Bel Gwiazdowski,
Preschool Director

DEACON-ON-CALL
FOR MARCH:

DAVE MOORE
Phone: 908-303-8033
Email: df.screw@verizon.net
Call for temporary or emergency needs of the
Congregation such as meal preparation, transportation to
worship, visitation, and Communion for those who are
homebound or in a nursing care facility.

Although it is only March, Father’s Day will be
celebrated at the preschool on Saturday,
March 11th . The preschool is not in session
when Father’s Day is celebrated and we
certainly do not want to leave out our Dads.
They will be invited to spend some time in class
and will be entertained with a musical medley
by our students and enjoy a light snack.
The preschool will host an Open House on
March 15th from 10:00 - 1:30 a.m. Please share
with your friends and neighbors.
If you haven’t heard, the preschool launched a
new website in mid-February. Everything that
you ever wanted to learn or know about the
preschool can be accessed at
www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org . It is
easy to navigate and is mobile friendly and
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Beef stew, canned green beans,
Cheerios
canned peaches,
cornbread mix (no eggs required)
I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and
you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and
you received me in your homes…”
Matthew 25:35

Lend Your Voice!
All members and friends of the congregation are
invited to join the Sanctuary Choir as we sing
the “Hallelujah Chorus” from George Frideric
Handel’s oratorio, The Messiah, on Easter
Sunday.
If you are interested, please attend the first thirty minutes of the choir’s
rehearsal on March 30th and/or April 6th at 8:00 pm as we prepare this
musical offering. For questions and comments, please contact Noel Sell at
908-874-3406. I look forward to working with you as we prepare for this
glorious day in the life of the Pluckemin Presbyterian Church in
celebration of the risen Jesus Christ!
Thank you,
Noel Sell
Director of Music

Session News, February Meeting Highlights
Session welcomed new members Phyllis Kumpf and
Barbara Quast.
Nick Runyon presented a proposed Eagle Scout project of
installing signage, a flagstone path with a ramp, and new
storage shelving for the Medical Equipment Ministry
housed in the Chapel. Session endorsed his proposal and
approved his going forward with the project.

Dale Albright, Clerk of Session
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Meet Our Missions
Adult Ministries will host representatives from our missions every Sunday during Lent at 9:00am in the Covenant Room. Please come to hear
how our offerings are turned into blessings for our community.
March 5
FISH, Allison Caulfield
You are encouraged to participate by donating the following items:
Please bring Velveeta Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce,
Spaghettios, Ramen Noodles Soup/ Cup a Noodles, Canned Fruit , Spam,
Pork & Beans, Tuna, Chicken in Can, Pancake All-In-One Mix, Syrup, Crackers,
Snacks for children, Shampoo/Soap/Toothpaste,
Any other item that would be used by a family with children and
the elderly is appreciated.

March 12
Pluckemin Preschool, Director Bel Gwiazdowski
Support our Preschool consignment sale Saturday March 25.

March 19
New City Kids
Support New City Kids Spring Concert Saturday April 1.

March 26
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
Director of Volunteer Services Karen Donohue
Mark your calendar for hosting April 9-16.

April 2
Medical Equipment Ministry, team presentation
In support of this ministry please bring size S/M adult diapers.

Support these ministries!!!
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Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study, Mondays 10:00-11:30am
In the Library

We meet in the church library at 10:00am until 11:30. Please join us for discussions on
how this New Testament book of practical wisdom helps us live out our faith.

Men’s Breakfast
2nd Tuesdays each month
7:30am at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant
This group meets for a hearty breakfast at Top O’ the Hill restaurant every second Tuesday
morning at 7:30. Join the men for fellowship and discussion. Please call Tom Dodd for
more information at 732-560-7137 or tomlydiad@gmail.com.

Thursday Morning Bible
Study Group
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library
To prepare for Easter, the Thursday Morning Bible Study Group will begin its 2017 Lenten
Study on March 2. Everyone is invited to attend this five-week video series, "He Chose the
Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart." In this study, theologian Max Lucado explores the
many gifts that Christ provided to us at his crucifixion.

PASTORAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Just a clarification for you: in February, The Pastor Nominating Committee has met, and
accomplished their first meeting!!

 Meet for the first time with Transitional Presbyter of Elizabeth Presbytery, the Rev. Cheryl Galan, for orientation
to the work ahead and with Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry Liaison to the Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin,
the Rev. Kathy Henry, who will continue to meet with the PNC guiding the process and encouraging the PNC.
They will ask and answer questions and pray together!

During March and April, they will work on these goals:







Get to know one another and bond as a group – with laughter and Christian fellowship – and prayer.
Meet and Select officers – usually a secretary or two (possibly divvying up minutes and correspondence), and a
moderator or co-moderators to call meetings and be the contact person(s) and moderate the meetings ably and to
help guide the process without anxiety, trusting in the Spirit.
Pray!
Write the Ministry Information Form (MIF) which is a series of short essay questions about the congregation’s work
and mission goals à to be approved also by the Committee on Ministry (COM) of the Presbytery.
Remain non-anxious and trust the process!

As one who cares about this congregation, they ask for your supportive prayers, and encourage
you to remain non-anxious and trust the process too! Here are the members of the Committee:
Diane McBride
Chris Staffin
Rae Watson
Jon McBurney
Diane Stewart
Ken Wildonger
Chris Moravek
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What's Happening This Month
In XL Youth Group:
Ski Trip March 3—5!
We will leave from church
Friday at 5:30 PM, ski and
snowboard Saturday, enjoy fellowship
Friday / Saturday evenings, sled Sunday
morning (weather permitting), and return to PPC by Sunday early afternoon.

Mark your calendars:
March 5:

No XL. (Thaw out after the
ski trip)

March 12:

Regular XL, 6 - 8 PM

March 19:

Regular XL, 6 - 8 PM

March 26:

TBA

Wat has happened since the Chicago Cubs
last won the World Series?

Medical Equipment
Ministry!

Pluckemin Church loans gently
Halley’s
Comet
has passed (such
the earth
used
medical
equipment
as … twice.
wheelchairs, walkers, crutches,
recliners, hospital beds, etc.) at no
charge for those in need. Supplies
are donated by the community for
the community. To borrow, donate,
or assist with the ministry, please call
908-396-6057.

(We have two potential activities for Sunday or possibly Saturday. Stay tuned for
more details!)

Upcoming Events:
April 14 Good Friday IHN Overnight!

April 23 Spring Fellowship Dinner!
For more information on Youth Group
activities, contact:
Chris Moravek
Chris Staffin
Bob Stewart
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cjmoravek@gmail.com
staffin-d-clc@att.net
bob@ppch.org

Pluckeminews
Deadline
The deadline for all newsletter items
is always the 20th of the previous
month. Please email your April
items on or before March 20th to
office@ppch.org and suequimby@comcast.net.
Please contact Sue Quimby with questions.

C A L E N DA R F O R F E B R UA RY
EVERY WEEK
Sundays
9:30-11:15am
9:00-9:45am

10:00am
10:15am
11:00am
6:00-8:00pm
Mondays
10:00a-12:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
Tuesdays
12:00-1:00pm
Wednesdays
11:30a-1:00pm
6:00-8:00pm
Thursdays
8:30-9:30 am
9:15-10:00am
11:30a-1:00pm
6:30-7:00pm
7:00-7:45pm
8:00-10:00pm
7:30-9:30 pm

Nursery Care in Education Wing
Sunday school classes in Education Wing
Jr. High Sunday school in Upper Room
Senior High Sunday school in Library
Adult Sunday School in the Covenant Room
Worship (Communion on 1st Sunday of month)
Children’s Worship in Education Wing
(No Children’s Worship on 1st Sunday of month)
Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall
XL Youth Group in Fellowship Hall (see youth page)
Women’s Bible Study in Library
Narcotics Anonymous for Men in Trinity Room
Preschool Enrichment in FH
Preschool Enrichment in FH
Carillons rehearsal
Adult Small Group Bible Study in Library
Preschool Music in Covenant Room
Preschool Enrichment in FH
Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal in Covenant Room
Bells for Fun in Covenant Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH (Sanctuary 3rd)
Alcoholics Anonymous in Upper Rm/Grace Crnr

IN THE MONTH OF MARCH
1 (Wednesday)
7:00pm
2 (Thursday)
9:30a-2:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
3 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
4 (Saturday)
8:30-11:30am
9:00a-12:00pm
5 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:30a-1:30pm
5:00-7:00pm
7:00-8:00pm
6 (Monday)
6:30pm
6:30-8:00pm
7 (Tuesday)
6:30-8:30pm
7:00pm

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday Service in the Sanctuary
Friends of Counted Embroidery in FH
Cub Scout Leaders in Trinity Rm
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace/Library
Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
Jersey Harmony Express in Trinity Rm
Worship with Communion
Carillons rehearse in Covenant Rm
Boy Scout High Adventure Crew in Trinity Rm
Boy Scout Patrol Leaders in Grace Crnr
Pastoral Nominating Committee in the Library
Boy Scout Recruiting in Fellowship Hall
Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace Crnr
Deacons Meeting in Covenant Room

8 (Wednesday)
1:30-3:00pm
6:00-10:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
9 (Thursday)
6:30-8:00pm
10 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
11(Saturday)
8:30-11:00am
12 (Sunday)
10:00am
3:00-5:00pm
13 (Monday)
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
14 (Tuesday)
7:30am
6:30-8:30pm
7:00-8:30pm
15 (Wednesday)
6:30pm
7:00-10:30pm
16 (Thursday)
1:00pm
6:30-9:00pm
8:00-9:30pm
17 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
18 (Saturday)
10:00am-3:00pm
19 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:00am
11:30am-1:30pm
20 (Monday)
6:30-8:00pm
21 (Tuesday)
6:30-8:30pm
7:00-10:00pm
23 (Thursday)
24 (Friday)
25 (Saturday)
7:30a-1:00pm
& 2:00-3:00pm
26 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:30a-1:30pm
3:00-5:00pm
5:00-7:00pm
27 (Monday)
7:00-9:00pm
28 (Tuesday)
6:30-8:30pm

Adult Ministries in the Library
Buildings & Grounds in Grace Corner
Book Club in the Library
Children’s Ministries Mtg in Covenant Rm.
Worship & Music Mtg in the Library
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace/Library
Preschool Father’s Day in Fellowship Hall
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Webelos in Trinity Rm
Preschool Board Meeting in Covenant Rm
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Boy Scout Committee Mtg in FH
Men’s Breakfast at Top O’ The Hill
Cub Scouts in Grace Corner
Finance Committee Mtg in Covenant Rm
Buildings & Grounds Mtg in Covenant Rm
Boy Scout District Committee in Trinity Rm
Facility Use meeting in the Library
Cub Scouts in FH
Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary
St. Patrick’s Day
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace/Library
BRRHS Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner
Carillons rehearsal in the Sanctuary
Boy Scout Recruiting in Fellowship Hall
Cub Scout Mtg in Fellowship Hall/Grace Crnr
Session Mtg in Covenant Rm
Preschool Consignment Sale prep begins
Consignment Sale prep continues
Preschool Consignment Sale in Fellowship Hall
Preschool Clothing Drive begins in FH
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Carillons rehearsal in Covenant Rm
Webelos in Trinity Rm
Boy Scout High Adventure Crew in Trinity Rm
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Cub Scouts in Grace Corner
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From the Church Office








The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The deadline
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday. Please e-mail Sunday
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.
The Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden, Interim Pastor, works in NJ Sunday-Thursday and is generally
in the office Monday-Thursday from 10-2 for drop-in visits, or available by appointment during
those weekdays. Please email her if you would like to set up an appointment.
The Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu, Associate Pastor, is in the office every weekday except Friday. You
may reach her through the church office (ext. 103) or by email. In an emergency, you may call her
on her cell phone: 253-569-3112.
Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on
voicemail.

Pluckemin Church Staff
Interim Pastor: Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden (pastorheather@ppch.org)
Associate Pastor: Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu (pastormargaret@ppch.org)
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com)
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com)
Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com)
Director, Youth Ministries: Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org)
Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org)
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org)
Sexton: Danny Abogado (danny@ppch.org)

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin
279 Rt. 202-206
PO Box 402
Pluckemin, NJ 07978
Phone: 908-658-3346

www.ppch.org

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Want to know the latest? Visit us on the web:
www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch
www.facebook.com/PPChYoungAdults

