
 

 

From Interim Pastor Heather: 
Happy New Year! The New Year comes with fanfare and with happy tidings! 2018 begins and all of 

us seek the newness and possibility found in new beginnings! How wonderful to look ahead and see 

the wonder of a New Year! 
 

In that newness, our parting happens. On January 7
th

, I will celebrate communion and worship 

with you all for the final time. I will take three weeks of remaining vacation while you have 

some wonderful preachers come and lead worship and celebrate the ways you all are beginning 

anew! (see p2) 
 

Then on February 4
th

, 2018, you will celebrate and worship with the Reverend Ian Rankine as 

your new pastor. It is exciting and hopeful and the fruition of all we have been working to-

ward! You are ready for the next chapter in your lives together, and this congregation has had a 

wonderful chance to find its own voice and its unique calling to mission. You have found your new 

leader for the next stage of your life and ministry.  
 

We have done good work together, and we have been blessed to be together for this time of transi-

tion and learning and grace in community. Can anyone say “Yay Spirit!”? 
  

Just one more thing remains: Saying Goodbye – It is something I have  

gotten better at over the years, but I still cry on my last Sunday. I have been 

your pastor for three years, and we have walked through some difficult and 

painful times, and shared some glorious and some exciting moments. I have 

baptized, confirmed, married, listened to, prayed with, visited, rejoiced with, 

grieved with and even buried loved ones and members of your families.  

Because of those deep connections, it is hard to say goodbye. I would not 

want it to be anything less than this sort of web of care. Since I work as an 

intentional interim pastor, leaving is a continual part of my ministry. So, as a 

part of my work, I am always aware at some level that I am leaving. As an 

intentional Interim pastor once wrote “This does not mean that I leave well — 

just that I do it frequently.” (Alban.org) 
 

As a part of that transition ahead of me, I ask just a few things of you all: 

If you have boxes from your Christmas ordering that would be good for books – drop them off for 

me before the 4
th
 of January. 

Say prayers of support for my next calling – God will provide, but I always appreciate the Spirit’s 

help in discerning where I go next to share my gifts. 

Say a good farewell to me so that you are ready to separate and feel the loss --then you will 

be all the more ready to connect with your new pastor! 
 

The English word good-bye is a contracted form of the phrase “God be with ye.” 
I recognize that there are countless ways we could testify to how God has been with us and has 

guided this congregation through the last three years and into this new phase of life as a community! 

God will be with us, even as we say our farewells and move onto our different paths.  

Peace and Grace,  

Pastor Heather 
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IN THE IN-BETWEEN TIME 
Sunday, January 14 
Rev. Larissa Kwong-Abazia, former Vice-Moderator of the 221

st
 General As-

sembly of the PCUSA denomination (2014), and now Director of Church Rela-
tions at  Princeton Theological Seminary, preaching and leading worship 
 
Sunday, January 21 
Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp, Interim Presbytery Leader of the Elizabeth  
Presbytery, preaching and leading worship 
 
Sunday, January 28 
Rev. Jeremy Campbell, Stated Clerk of Elizabeth Presbytery and also Newton 
Presbytery, the ecclesiastical officer of the presbytery according to the Book of  
Order, preaching and leading worship 

 
As this congregation transitions to the new beginning in January, the Rev. Kathy Henry, 
pastor of the neighboring Peapack Reformed Church and the Committee on Ministry  
liaison, who has walked with this congregation through the entire time of transition, will be 
assisting the congregation still. The moderator asked Kathy Henry to moderate the Janu-
ary 16th meeting of Session here at Pluckemin, and she has agreed. Rev. Henry has al-
so graciously agreed to respond should any pastoral emergencies arise. Contact infor-
mation for Rev. Henry is available from any Session member or the Deacon on Call or 
from the Church Office. 

New Beginnings: 
 
 

Welcome Rev. Ian Rankine as he  
arrives to work in the pastor’s study and 
make it his own place.  The pastor’s study 
will be cleared out and brightened up dur-
ing January in preparation for his arrival. 
February 4

th
 is the new pastor’s first  

Sunday leading worship and preaching – 
aim to be there in the gathered community 
of faith to welcome him that morning! 
 
 
February 11

th
 is the Annual Meeting of the Congregation – please make a 

note on your calendar. The Carillons’ Hoagie Sale will take place that weekend 
as well – so be ready to order as we prepare for that big day! 
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PER CAPITA GIVING for 2018 = $38.50 per member 
Per capita is a fundamental way in which all of the nearly 11,000 congregations and mid-
councils of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are connected and participate in the work of the 
wider church. Because it is rooted in the connectional and covenantal nature of the Presbyteri-
an Church (USA), as affirmed by the ordination vows taken by elders and ministers of the Word 
and Sacrament, per capita could be called the ‘Presbyterian Covenant Community Fund’. Per 
capita makes it possible for Presbyterians to govern ourselves the way we do. 
 
The funding of the larger levels of the church and their staffing takes place by sharing the costs 
on a “per member basis” – which we call “per capita” (from the Latin –“by the head”). Over the 
last couple of years the per capita cost has only gone up less than $2.  
 
Presbyterians have a form of government built upon shared power and mutual accountability as 
we seek together to find and represent the will of Christ. By providing the primary means 
through which commissioners and advisory delegates can gather regionally and nationally to do 
their work, per capita dollars help to undergird our governance  
system. 
 
Per Capita 2018 -- The 2018 figures for Per Capita are as follows:  
 General Assembly  $ 7.73 
 Synod of the Northeast  $ 4.10 
 Presbytery of Elizabeth  $26.67 
 Total  $38.50 
 
These are applied to the actual active membership numbers of the congregation at 
the end of December, 2016 (the last data that the denomination has as 2018 be-
gins.) 
  
As we know the Synod of the Northeast has hired some wonderful people to do the 
work of ministry and mission – most notably the Reverend Margaret Mitsuyasu, 
who now serves as the Mission Coordinator of the Synod.  
Read more about that position we help fund by supporting Synod:  
http://www.synodne.org/blog/2017/8/2/synod-announces-new-mission-coordinator 

 
When we do not receive these funds directly from each active member, it is neces-
sary to pay for this cost out of the offerings received for the ministry of the local 
church. Pledgers and non-pledgers alike are encouraged to support the per capita offering in 
January 2018. By paying your own way you release funds for ministry locally!  

You will find a special envelope for your 2018 Per Capita giving in your end of year state-
ment.  

Thank you for your support of mission by paying your household’s per capita costs. 
Peace in the New Year, 

Donald Moravek, Financial Secretary and Chair of the Stewardship Committee, and 

Ken Wildonger and Diane McBride, Members of the Stewardship Committee 



 

 

Page 4 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
Thank you to all who participated in the 
“Angel Tree” program. The generosity from the 
church and preschool families was heartwarm-
ing.    This Christmas season was made a little 
brighter for many children and parents. We’d 
like to thank Michelle Boudreau for being the 
liaison between church and preschool for this 
special project. 
 

Thank you also to Pastor Heather who narrated 
our Christmas pageant, the Preschool’s re-

telling of the first Christmas. It was 
a joyful event for all who attended.  
Pastor Heather has been a good 
friend to the preschool over the 
past few years.  She has interacted 
with our students and parents at 
various programs and at the annu-
al meetings.  Her door was always 

open to help with any questions from the pre-
school staff and board members and often pre-
sented alternative thoughts to help guide our 
decisions for which we are most appreciative.  
We know that God will guide and lead her to a 
new challenge and we look forward to building 
new relationships in the future. 
 

In-house registration for the 2018/19 school 
year will be taking place from Tuesday, January 
2nd – Thursday, January 11th. During this time, 
children who presently attend the preschool 
program or are members of the Pluckemin 
Presbyterian Church can register.  All registra-
tion forms must be submitted during this peri-
od. Openings will not be held after this date 
and placement cannot be guaranteed after Janu-
ary 11th.  Registration will open up to the public 
on Tuesday, January 16th. 
 

Programs available are a 2 ½ year old (diaper 
friendly) class which will meet on Tuesday/
Thursday from 9 – 12 p.m. and a 3 day class for 

3 year olds and a 4 day class for 4 year olds, 
both running 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. The extended 
day of 12 – 2 p.m. will be offered again on ei-
ther a regular or ‘as needed’ basis for the 3 & 4 
year old students.  This includes time for lunch 
and an enrichment activity.  Please check our 
website www.pluckeminchurchpreschool.org 
for more specific information about our pro-
grams.  
 

Bel Gwiazdowski,  

Preschool Director 

STEWARDSHIP 2018 
As members and friends of The Presbyterian 
Church at Pluckemin, the Stewardship Committee 
would like to encourage everyone to be a part of 
the excitement happening at your church.  Now is 
the time for everyone to commit their time, tal-
ents and financial support to serve God’s ministry, 
which we committed to by joining the church.  
Your 2018 Stewardship Pledges can still be sub-
mitted so that the Finance Committee can create a 
budget that will serve God’s ministry.  With the 
selection of our new pastor and the many pro-
grams and projects we currently have, we need 
your support.   
 

Even though it is already January, it is not too late 
to pledge your commitment to the church for 
2018 – we ask you to please remember that it is 
the tradition of the Pluckemin congregation to give 
10% of the pledged amount to Missions as a part 
of giving and reaching out beyond the walls of the 
church. Your pledge goes to directly determining 
the giving to the community – make a  
difference today! 
 

Pledges can be mailed to the church, placed in the 
collection plate or e-mailed to Donald Moravek 
Stewardship Chair at djmoravek@aol.com.   
 

Thank you,  
the Stewardship Committee 

mailto:djmoravek@aol.com


 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
The 2018 Offering Envelopes are available for 

pickup at The Crossroads.  If you requested or 

would like Offering Envelopes, and a box is not 

there with your name, please complete either a 

pledge card or envelope request form and leave 

it in the box provided.  Your Offering Envelopes 

will be available the following Sunday.   
 

If you have any questions you can e-mail me at  

djmoravek@aol.com.   
 

Thank you,  

Donald Moravek, Financial Secretary  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Children’s Ministries Welcomes the New Year! 
 

Happy New Year to all, and a special prayer for 
a good year for our children and our children’s 
programs. We hope you will support them and 
give those of us on the Children’s Ministries 
Committee your feedback so that we can grow 
deeper in faith, stronger in number, and wiser 
in discernment.  
 

Sunday School resumes on January 7th with a 
Community Sunday. All children will meet in the 
lower hall of the education wing for a movie 

about our friends at New 
City Church. This is a mis-
sion that is dear to our 
hearts and we want to 
share it with our children 
and hear what they have 
to say. Our Sunday 
School offerings this year 
will go toward this mis-
sion, whose guiding prin-

ciple is “Loving Kids for Change.” What a great 
way to start a new year! 
 

Communion will be held on January 7th and we 
invite children to join us in celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. Children’s Worship will resume 
on January 14th. 
 

In case of inclement weather, parents should 
watch for text messages or emails to let them 
know about possible closings. 
 

Be sure to come out on January 7th to say good-
bye to Pastor Heather. She has been a great 
support to all the Children’s Ministries in the 
past several years. We thank her for her good 
work, and wish her well as she journeys on. 
 

Best to all, 
Your Children’s Ministries Committee 
Pam Ely, Bel Gwiazdowski, Cindy J. Lisk,  
Michelle Menz, Marie Moravek, Chris Staffin,  
Karen Eastlund & Karen Richards, Co-Chairs 
 

 

Blood Pressure Screening 
January 21, 2018 

11:00-11:30am  
in Grace Corner 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  

MINISTRY 
Pluckemin Church loans gently 

used medical equipment (such 

as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, reclin-

ers, hospital beds, etc.) at no charge for 

those in need. Supplies are donated by 

the community for the community.   
 

To borrow, donate, or assist with the  

ministry, please call 908-396-6057  

and leave a message. 

mailto:djmoravek@aol.com


 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Sundays 9:00am in Covenant Room 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  2018 starts a year of exciting happenings for us at Pluckemin Pres-

byterian.  We wish Pastor Heather well as she moves on to a new congregation.  She has 

been such an inspiration as to how to take on challenges and work with so much dedication 

and boundless energy.  Truly, following her example has shown us how to know God’s love, 

show God’s love and share God’s love.   

 

January 7 begins our 9:00am adult education time in the Covenant Room.  We will continue 

our journey through the Gospels studying the stories of birth of the Messiah.  Matthew is the 

only Gospel that records the visit of the Magi.  Luke tells us of the shepherds and angels.  Join 

us to find out perhaps why the Gospel writers give us differing accounts.   Since January 6 is 

the traditional celebration of the visit of the Magi, it is fitting that we begin with the story record-

ed in Matthew.  For the following Sundays in January we will discuss Luke’s version of the birth 

of Jesus, and then, the Gospel writing of John.  Everyone is welcome to join in the discussion 

and study.  Journey with us in 2018! 

 

WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays 10:00-11:30am in the Library 
Calling all women with inquiring minds! The Monday morning Bible Study group  is open for 

new adventures and friendship. We’re a small group with diverse backgrounds, and  meet from 

10 AM til about noon in the PPC Library. We  generally use Scripture, prayer, DVDs, and a 

short-term study guide to further understand God’s Word and the concerns of Christianity to-

day. No real homework, no tests…just interesting conversa-

tion! Consider joining us in 2018. For further information, 

please contact Dot Varrone at 908-526-5112. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING  
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library  
The Thursday Morning Bible Study Group will continue its 
discussion of “Twelve Women of the Bible: Life Changing 
Stories for Women of Today” on January 4 at 8:30 a.m. in the Church Library. A continental 
breakfast will be served. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend this video-enhanced study, narrated by Christian ministers, who 
explore how we can better cope with our daily challenges by examining how women of the Bi-
ble prevailed through their faith. 
 

The one-hour weekly meetings include a continental breakfast, fellowship and prayer.  The 

group welcomes anyone who would like to attend.  If you have questions, please contact  

Rae Watson, (908) 326-6035.  
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JANUARY 
 
 

 
Canned (ravioli, spaghetti w/meatballs, 

Canned Canned  
 

‘If you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who 
are in need, then the darkness around you will turn 
the brightness of noon.’ (Isaiah 58:10)  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

2nd Tuesdays each month 

7:30am at Top O’ The Hill 

Restaurant  
This group meets for a hearty 

breakfast at Top O’ The Hill  

Restaurant every second   

Tuesday of the month at 7:30am.  Join the men 

for fellowship and discussion.  Please contact 

Tom Dodd for more information at 732-560-7137 

or tomlydiad@gmail.com. 

Session News Meeting  Highlights  

 

At its December meeting, Session did the following: 
 

Reviewed coverage, and approved changing insurance agents and policies, to provide better  
coverage at a reduced cost. 
 

Approved a 5 year lease for a new copier for which Norman Menz negotiated a cost reduction of 
$1,200 per year. 
 

Noted that the year will, hopefully, end with a small surplus which Session designated to go to Mis-
sions. 
 

Approved a newly drafted Sexual Misconduct Policy and minor amendments to the Child and Youth 
Protection policy.  Copies of both of these will be made available on the Crossroads table as soon as 
they're finalized. 
 

Sincerely,  

Dale Albright, Clerk of Session  
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DEACON-ON-CALL  
IN JANUARY: 

 

MARC WAAGE  
email: marc.w@waage.com  

cell: 908-725-4849  
 

Call for temporary or emergency needs of the  
Congregation such as meal preparation,  

transportation to worship, visitation, and  
communion for those who are homebound  

or in a care facility.  

Pluckeminews  
Deadline 

The deadline for all newsletter items 
is always the 20th of the previous 

month.  Please email your February items on 
or before January 20th to office@ppch.org 
and suequimby@comcast.net. Please contact 
Sue Quimby with questions. 



 

 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
It’s a new year, which means it’s time for 

an old tradition:  Our winter lock-in! 
 

What’s Happening This Month 
 
Jan. 5th – 6th: Winter lock-in!  9pm – 9am 

Games, food, a gift exchange, a 
movie, and maybe some sleep… 

Jan. 7th: Confirmation 5 – 6:30pm 
No youth group tonight – catch up 
on sleep after the lock-in! 

Jan. 14th: Confirmation 5 – 7:30pm and senior 
youth group 6:30 – 8:30pm 

Jan. 21st: Confirmation 5 – 6:30pm 
We might be going on a fun outing…
stay tuned for more details! 

Jan. 28th: Confirmation 5 – 7:30pm and senior 
youth group 6:30 – 8:30pm 

For more information on Youth Group  
activities, contact: 
   Chris Moravek cjmoravek@gmail.com 
   Chris Staffin staffin-d-clc@att.net 

 
 Thank you to everyone who 

supported the Cookie Walk!  

With your very generous  

support, we raised over $800 

towards this summer’s mission trip! 
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Thank You   

from the  

Film Crew 

You may recall The New York Film Academy 
was here in early December for their student 
project.  It was a musical with scenes all 
around the church and even outside !  We hope 
the students will return for a premiere of the 
movie sometime soon! 

mailto:cjmoravek@gmail.com
mailto:staffin-d-clc@att.net
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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 

EVERY WEEK 
Sundays   
9:30 – 11:15 am Nursery Care in Education Wing 
9:00 – 9:45 am: Sunday school classes in Education Wing 
 Senior High Sunday school in Library 
 Adult Sunday School in the Covenant Room 
10:00 am Worship (Communion on 1st Sunday of month) 
10:15 am Children’s Worship in Education Wing 
 (No Children’s Worship on 1st Sunday of month) 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall 
5:00-7:30pm Confirmation Class in FH/Upper Rm until Nov. 19 
6:30 – 8:30 pm Youth Group in FH (see youth page) 
Mondays 
10:00a-12:00pm Women’s Bible Study in Library 
7:30-9:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous for Men in Trinity Room 
Tuesdays 
12:00-1:00pm Preschool Enrichment in FH 
7:30-9:00pm AA Study Group in Upper Room 
Wednesdays 
12:00-1:00pm Preschool Sport Class in FH 
Thursdays 
8:30-9:30 am  Adult Small Group Bible Study in Library 
9:15-10:00am Preschool Music in Covenant Room  
11:30-1:00pm Preschool Enrichment in FH 
6:30-7:00 pm Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal in Covenant Room 
7:00-7:45 pm Bells for Fun in Covenant Room 
8:00-10:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH (Sanctuary 3rd) 
7:30-9:30 pm Alcoholics Anonymous in Upper Rm/Grace Crnr 
Saturdays 
7:00-9:00pm ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics) in Upper Rm 
 

IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
1 (Monday)  Church Office is closed ~  
 Have a Happy New Year! 
2 (Tuesday) Preschool is back in session 
7:00pm Deacons’ meeting in Covenant Rm 
3 (Wednesday)  
6:00-8:00pm The Carillons rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 
7:00-10:30pm Boy Scout District Committee mtg in Trinity Rm 
8:00-9:30pm Children’s Ministries in Covenant Rm 
4 (Thursday)  
9:30a-2:00pm Friends of Counted Embroidery in FH 
7:00-9:00pm Cub Scout Pack Leaders’ in Trinity Room 
5 (Friday)  
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
9:00pm Youth Group Lock-In till Sat. 8:00am 
6 (Saturday)  
7:00am-1:00pm Cub Scout Derby building in FH 
9:00a-12:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Crnr 
8:00am  Youth Group Lock-in pick-up time 
7 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship Service with Communion and  
 Pastor Heather’s last sermon in the Sanctuary 
7:00-8:00pm Boy Scout Patrol Leaders in Grace Crnr 
 

 
8 (Monday)  
7:00-9:00pm Preschool Board Meeting in Covenant Room 
7:00-9:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner 
7:30-9:00pm Boy Scout Committee meeting in Upper Room 
9 (Tuesday) 
7:30am Men’s Breakfast at Top O’ The Hill  
6:00-8:00pm Carillons in the Sanctuary 
7:00-8:30pm Finance Committee Mtg in Cov. Rm 
7:00-9:00pm Cub Scouts in Trinity Room 

7:00-9:00pm Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
10 (Wednesday) 
6:30-9:30pm Buildings and Grounds in Grace Corner 
7:00-8:00pm Cub Scout Tigers in Trinity Rm 
7:00-9:00pm Book Club in the Library 
8:00-9:30pm Youth Ministries in Covenant Room 
11 (Thursday)   
1:30-3:00pm Adult Ministries in the Library 
6:30-8:00pm Worship & Music Mtg in the Library 
12 (Friday)  
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
14 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship in Sanctuary 
16 (Tuesday)  
8:00pm Session Mtg in Covenant Rm 
17 (Wednesday)  
6:00-8:00pm The Carillons rehearsal in FH 
7:30-9:00pm Fieldstone Assoc. mtg in Trinity Rm 
18 (Thursday)  
6:30-9:00pm Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
8:00-9:30pm  Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary 
21 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship in Sanctuary 
11:00-11:30am Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner 
22 (Monday)  
7:00-9:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Crnr 
23 (Tuesday) 
7:00-9:00pm Cub Scouts in Trinity Room 

7:00-9:00pm Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
26 (Friday)  
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
27 (Saturday) 
7:00a-1:00pm Cub Scouts Derby in Fellowship Hall 
28(Sunday)  
7:00-8:00pm Boy Scout Patrol Leaders in Grace Crnr 
 



 

 

 The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  The deadline 
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday.  Please e-mail Sunday 
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.  

 The Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden, Interim Pastor, complete her time with us this month.  Rev. 
Kathy Henry is on call for pastoral emergencies.  See inside notes.   

 Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on the 
voicemail. 

 

Pluckemin Church Staff 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden  (pastorheather@ppch.org) 

Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com) 
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com) 

Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com) 
Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org) 

Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org) 
 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin 

279 Rt. 202-206 

PO Box 402 

Pluckemin, NJ 07978 
 

Phone: 908-658-3346 
 

Want to know the latest?  Visit us on the web:   
www.ppch.org           www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch             

From the Church Office 

mailto:pastorheather@ppch.org
mailto:nsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:vsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:marciawmcb@yahoo.com
mailto:bel@ppch.org
mailto:office@ppch.org

