
 

 

PluckemiNews 
From Interim Pastor Heather: 
 

I want to be sure and wish you a Happy New 
Year! Can you believe it is January 2017? I pray 
that the New Year holds great and wonderful pos-
sibilities for each of you! 
 
The change of years holds new beginnings and 
so the promise of possibilities and opportunity is 
rich and full! What might happen? How can our 
lives be deepened and enriched? 

 
Joe Iovino, a writer at United Methodist Church 
Communications, has written to help us make this 
shift less about resolutions we keep or don’t keep, 
and more about breathing new life into our lives 
and our faith practice as we allow the Holy Spirit 
to touch us and transform our experience in the 
New Year. 

 
“One of the wonderful things about each new 
year is that it brings with it a sense of a new 
beginning, 365 days of promise and possibility. 
Some use this time to bring freshness to their 
lives. They may decide to declutter the junk 
drawer, attic, or garage. It may also mean re-
moving many of the sugars, fats, and carbohy-
drates from our diets. 

…Parting with some things for a season, 
may help declutter your spiritual life. Doing so 
helps make room for a new movement of the 
Holy Spirit in the months to come. What might 
you set aside in the next year?” 
 
One of the article’s suggestions: 
 
Do you worship in the same pew each Sunday? 
Consider a new seat 
for the new year. 
 
To see more of the 
article’s suggestions: 
http://www.umc.org/what
-we-believe/spiritual-
decluttering-a-fresh-start
-for-a-new-year 
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Some of you are saying – “Move from my 

pew? WHAAT??” The things we take for 

granted as places of comfort and spaces that 

feel familiar are often things we do not even 

think about, and certainly would not imagine 

changing. But sometimes letting go is the im-

portant way that we make space for the Spirit 

to work in our midst. 

 

How are you open to newness? Are you will-

ing to let go of something that you have held 

onto? Are you willing to reach for something 

new and see how it helps you to grow – as an 

individual, as a person of faith, or as a child of 

God? 

 

In this New Year 2017, this church will be 
making some important shifts. The Session 
has renewed the Interim covenant for a year 
(February 1

st
 2017- January 31

st
 2018) to al-

low for consistency as the Pastor Nominating 
Committee will be nominated and elected in 
the coming months. 
That group – still to be 
named – will need your 
prayer and your sup-
port. 
 
Ministries may shift and 
may need to be cele-
brated and completed 
in this New Year. That 
may be what the Spirit 
wants from this congregation. To let go of 
things of the past and embrace a new begin-
ning with new possibility. I think the birth of 
Jesus being celebrated when it is in our cal-
endar year allows us to start anew as people 
of faith. What are the new beginnings we see 
ahead? 
We can only see them if we look for new be-
ginning. They come in all sorts of ways –  

(continued on next page…)  
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From Associate Pastor Margaret 
Happy New Year!! 
I hope you had a lovely Advent and Christmas sea-
son – many thanks to everyone who made it such 
a special time for our church – and that your new 
year is getting off to a good start. 
 
Spiritual Practice 
For the past few years, it has 
been part of my spiritual prac-
tice to listen to the Daily Audio 
Bible podcast.  As you might 
expect from the title, the DAB 
podcast is published each day 
with audio scripture readings, which over the 
course of the year leads listeners continuously 
through the whole bible.  Each episode includes 
readings from the Old Testament, New Testa-
ment, Psalms, and Proverbs.  I have found this an 
effective way to ensure I continue absorbing 
scripture regularly, and I’ve found the format is 
helpful in encouraging consistency. 
 
I’m looking forward to starting another year, and 
if you’re looking for a way to develop a stronger 
spiritual practice of engaging with scripture, I in-
vite you to consider joining me.  More infor-
mation on how to connect can be found at the 
end of this note. 
 
Investing in Hope 
I was listening to the December 28 episode while 

driving home from 
vacation (I visited my 
cousins in Boston be-
tween Christmas and 
New Year), and the 
Psalm reading of the 

day and accompanying commentary got me think-
ing.  It was Psalm 147, read from The Voice trans-
lation that day.  The whole psalm is lovely, but it 
was verse 11 that particularly stood out: “but the 
Eternal does take pleasure in those who worship 
him, those who invest hope in his unfailing love.” 
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sometimes in shifts that happen that we 
do not desire, and sometimes in new 
possibilities that occur to us because a space 
has been made by another person’s life shifting.  
 
January 2017 will include the Presidential tran-
sition nationally, and we need to hold our nation 
and our world in our prayers. We hope to con-
tinue to be a voice of “both/and” in a world that 
tends to think “either/or”.  Let us pray for our 
leaders in elected positions and our leaders in 
movements and groups around the country and 
the world that continue to work for peace and 
for justice. May we come to recognize the many 
gifts that come in people choosing to serve the 
larger community. 
 
February 5

th
 has been set as the Annual 

Meeting of the Congregation. The Nominat-
ing Committee is at work together -- praying and 
hoping and discussing with specific members of 
the church their willingness to serve and to lead 
in the coming year. As you seek to embrace 
newness and fresh possibility, perhaps you can 
see if there is a new and different role you will 
play in the life of the church. 
 
As we prepare for the new beginnings of our 
lives, let us offer our lives to God and seek to 
follow the Light of Epiphany as it leads us into 
new places and new ways of seeking Christ. If 
you were not present at the service on January 
1

st
 2017, and you wish to challenge yourself 

and live into new ways of being faithful in 2017, 
you may take a Star Gift from the basket at the 
Crossroads. This is more than a paper star. It is 
a gift to listen to and pray with and respond to 
throughout the New Year (see page 5). 
 
May the Spirit guide you and help you to 
grow in faith in 2017 
 
Wishing you Peace in the New Year, 

Pastor Heather 

 



 

 

In the commentary, the guy who reads for the 
podcast lifted up the unusual verb used in relation 
to hope: invest.  We often think of turning to 
hope, relying on hope, holding on to hope, draw-
ing on hope – verbs that imply hope should be 
stored to have ready when we need it, and when 
we do, we use up some of our stash to keep us 
going and getting by.  Looked at this way, hope is a 
limited resource to be used in times of emergency.  
But in this version of the psalm, hope is portrayed 
as a resource that can and should be cultivated, 
expended in an ongoing way to multiply its availa-
bility and effectiveness. 
 
I thought that was a beautiful and much more joy-
filled perspective on hope.  It also challenged me 
to consider what it would look like to do this:  
What does it look like to invest hope?  In what sit-
uations might we choose to engage hope where 
we might not naturally think to do so, and how 
might this increase our capacity and experience of 
hope?  What would change if we thought about 
hope in terms of abundance, rather than despera-
tion or limitation? 
 
This really intrigued me.  And so as we enter the 
new year, I am going to do my best to find ways to 
do this, to invest in hope.  I’m sure there will be 
times when I fail, but overall I like the promise this 
endeavor offers – a more joy-filled and positive 
outlook on life, and the pleasure of God.  And so in 
the spirit of the endeavor, I offer the hope that 
you will join me in this too, and that together as 
individuals and a community we will cultivate an 
abundance of hope that will enrich us – and those 
around us – with the joy and pleasure of God. 
 
Much love and happy New Year! 
Margaret 
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Footnotes from Margaret: 
Daily Audio Bible 
You can connect with the Daily Audio Bible 

in the following ways: 
Website: dailyaudiobible.com  
Web Player: dabplayer.com  
iTunes: itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1-year-daily-

audio-bible/id111065122  
or just open iTunes on your computer or phone and 
search podcasts in the store for  
“1 Year Daily Audio Bible”  
(or use the “Podcasts” mobile app) 

Android/Google Play/Windows users:  sorry, this is 
out of my area of expertise, but I’m sure if you 
search your normal podcast source for  
“1 Year Daily Audio Bible” it should come up. 

Disclaimer:  I do not always fully agree with the theo-
logical, social, or other viewpoints portrayed on the 
podcast or by its creators.  However this is the best 
resource I’ve come across for this kind of practice, 
particularly because it’s free.  I mention this simply 
so you remember to absorb both the textual varia-
tions and commentary with a grain of salt. 

Additional Note: I will also note that in addition to the 
scripture readings, the podcast also includes com-
mentary, announcement, and prayer requests by 
listeners.  I listen to the commentary and announce-
ments with less commitment than the scripture 
readings themselves, and very rarely listen through 
the prayer requests (I have other prayer practices).  
I share this so you might also feel the freedom to 
adapt the resource to your own needs. 

 
For the Nerdy 
I will admit that the scholar in me was a bit curious, 
perhaps even skeptical, about whether the interpreta-
tion of Psalm 147:11 accurately reflected the meaning 
and intent of the original text.  The Voice translation 
certainly does take its liberties.  The NRSV (the trans-
lation in our pews) simply says “but the Lord takes 
pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in 
his steadfast love.”  But any translation can obscure a 
wide range of nuance, so I decided to check out the 
Hebrew.                              (continued on next page…) 
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Session News, December Meeting Highlights  

 

Session prayed:  
 For concerns and joys lifted up by members of Session 

 

Session approved:  
 Youth Ministries Annual Winter Lock-in at the church, beginning at 9:00pm Friday, 

January 6th and ending at approximately 9:00am Saturday, January 7th.  The win-
ter lock-in is a long-standing tradition at which the youth enjoy fellowship and grow 
closer as a group.  

 The renewal insurance coverages of the church. 
 Designation and distribution of special envelope Christmas offering.  

 Interim and Associate Pastors’ housing allowances for 2017 (for tax purposes). 
 The date of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation as Sunday February 5, 2017 

following worship service. 

 Inclement Weather Policy (outlined on page 8). 
 

Session discussed and sought to discern:  
 “The Big Picture” 

As Ron Heifetz wrote in his book Leadership without Easy Answers, leadership  
requires “time in the balcony”—time to focus on the bigger picture, time to look to  
God, time to get calm and find steadiness. 

 Discussed the 2017 Budget plans. 
 

Dale Albright, Clerk of Session and  
Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden, Moderator 

 
(Notes from Pastor Margaret  
continued from page 3...)  

There I discovered the word translated “in those 
who hope” comes from an intentional and intensive 
version of a word that can mean “to wait, hope, 
trust, or expect.”  So putting that together, with the 
context of the verse, the Hebrew text is portraying 
those who purposely and intensely wait, hope, 
trust, and expect for the purpose of developing a 
stronger positive relationship with God. 
 
Okay, “investing” may not be an obvious transla-
tion, but I can see how you’d get there.  It doesn’t 
openly conflict with the plainer meaning, and opens 
the opportunity for deeper reflection, so I’m willing 
to go with it. 
 
Image Credits 
Daily Audio Bible: courtesy of onerhema.com 
Investing: courtesy of marinersgalaxy.com 

Per Capita 2017 
One way that we as a Congregation “connect” to our 
denomination is by paying each year what Presbyteri-
ans have long called “per capita.” In the coming 
months, we will mail a check for $12,863 to support 
the 2017 ministry and missions of the Elizabeth Pres-
bytery, the Synod of the Northeast, and the General 
Assembly at the national level. This amount is deter-
mined by multiplying the number of members report-
ed at end of year in 2015.  Each member is assessed at 
$37.50 for 2017. If you have not already designated a 
contribution to cover “per capita” for each Pluckemin 
member in your household, please consider doing so 
this month. During 2016, gifts designated to offset this 
“per capita” for the year totaled only $3956.12. The 
remaining $9334.88 dollars was paid from our general 
operating funds. We hope this year to fully support 
this necessary expense. The Per Capita 2017 amount 
per member (including all recent confirmands) is 
$37.50 per person. The 2017 figures for Per Capita are 
as follows: General Assembly - $7.50; Synod $4.10; 
and Presbytery $25.90 for that total. Consider round-
ing up your check this year to help us fulfill our 
“connectional” obligation. 
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Adult Education 
Sunday  Mornings at 9:00am 
In Covenant Room 
 

2017 begins a new year of new begin-

nings and a new way of doing things.  

Beginning January 8, 2017 we will follow 

a new format using the Revised Com-

mon Lectionary for Year A.  Our first les-

son will be the baptism of Jesus, certain-

ly a new beginning!  We will follow the 

text with a reflective slideshow.  Then we 

will recall our own baptism and explore 

our own new life in Christ.  Join us for 

the first steps on our journey of a new 

year of faith.   

 

Women’s Monday Morning Bible 
Study, Mondays 10:00-11:30am  
In the Library 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
2nd Tuesdays 7:30am at 
Top O’ The Hill Restaurant  
 

This group meets for a hearty breakfast 
at Top O’ the Hill restaurant every sec-
ond Tuesday morning at 7:30.  Join the 
men for fellowship and discussion.   
 

Call Bill Hammond for details, at  
(908)350-7500. 

 
Thursday Morning Bible  
Study Group 
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library  
 

If one of your New Year’s Resolutions is to be-
come better acquainted with the promises of the 
Bible, the Thursday Morning Bible Study Group 
invites you to join us for a six-week study on 
January 12. "Glory Days” draws on the story of 
Joshua to show how God has a Promised Land 
for each of us to claim. In God's plan we win 
more than we lose, forgive as quickly as we are 
offended, and give as abundantly as we receive. 
 

This video study is led by noted pastor and the-
ologian Max Lucado, who says, "Life has a way 
of taking the life out of us. Often we go through 
situations where the challenge seems so much 
greater than our strength. During such times, we 
can find hope and inspiration from the story of 
Joshua. 
 

God had called Joshua to take over from Moses 
and lead the Israelites into a paradigm shift from 
wilderness wandering to promise-believing. God 
had a Promised Land in store for them, but they 
had to grasp that reality, change their mindsets, 
and take action to receive it. The same is true 
for us today. God is telling us that our best days 
-- our "glory days” -- are still ahead of us. We 
only need to grasp that truth and live in faith to 
realize this promise. 
 

The study is open to everyone who attends 
Pluckemin Presbyterian Church. The Group 
meets Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Library.  
A continental breakfast is served. 
 

If you have questions, contact Rae Watson, 
(908) 326-6035. 

 

PluckemiNews Deadline 
 

The deadline for the newsletter is always the 
20

th
 of the previous month.   Please email your 

items on or before Jan. 20th to office@ppch.org 
and suequimby@comcast.net. Contact Sue 
Quimby with questions. 
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Thank you to all who participated in our “Angel 
Tree” program. The generosity from the church and 
preschool families was heartwarming.    This Christ-
mas season was made a little brighter for many 
children and parents. We’d like to thank Michelle 
Boudreau for being the liaison between and church 
and preschool for this special project. 
 

Thank you also to Pastor Heather who narrated our 
Christmas pageant, the Preschool’s re-telling of the 
first Christmas. It was a joyful event for all who 
attended.  Another exciting event was the pre-
school’s participation in the tree lighting.  A group 
of a ten children, including some alumni, raised 
their voices in song to share the Good News. 
 

Openings are still available in the Monday/
Wednesday Little Lambs class which will be starting 
on Wednesday, January 4th with a parent/child 
open house.  This is a diaper friendly class for chil-
dren turning 2 ½ years old by February 1st.  Please 
call the school for more information. 
 

In-house registration for the 2017-18 school year 
will be taking place from Tuesday, January 3rd – 
Thursday, January 12th. During this time, children 
who now attend the preschool program or are 
members of the Pluckemin Presbyterian Church can 
register.  All registration forms must be submitted 
during this period. Openings will not be held after 

this date and placement cannot be 
guaranteed after January 12th.  Regis-
tration will open up to the public on 
Tuesday, January, 17th. 

 

Programs available are a 2 ½ year old (diaper 
friendly) class which will meet on Tuesday/
Thursday from 9 – 12 p.m. and a 3 day class for 3 
year olds and a 4 day class for 4 year olds, both run-
ning 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. There will also be a 4 day 
option for 4 year olds from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. which 
includes different enrichment activities which will 
vary throughout the year. 

All parents of a preschool child along with their 
friends and neighbors are invited to our Open 
House from 10 - 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 
24th.  Prospective parents and their children are 
invited take part in the classroom activities of the 
day and to get better acquainted with our school 
and philosophy.  If you would like more infor-
mation or to schedule a tour at another date, 
please call the Preschool office at 908-658-4720. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bel Gwiazdowski 

Star Gifts In honor of Epiphany, each per-

son in worship on January 1, 2017 received a paper star 
with a word printed on it. 
 
As we remember the way the Christmas star 
guided the wisemen (or women!) to Jesus, 
their gifts to him, and the gift Christ is to 
each of us, we receive these words as a gift of guidance 
for the year.  Over the coming months, amid our daily 
activities and the experiences we will encounter, we will 
reflect on our unique word.  It is an invitation to follow 
where Christ might be leading, and to discover hidden 
joys, blessings, challenges, and growth along the way. 
 
If you were not present in worship on January 1 and 
would like to participate, please see Pastor Heather or 
Pastor Margaret to receive your Star Gift. 
 
If you’d like more information on the practice, check out 
this article on Reformed Worship: 
www.reformedworship.org/article/september-2009/star
-gifts 
 
If you’d like to read about the experience and reflections 
others have had with their Star Gifts, check out these 
articles: 
Presbyterian Outlook: www.reformedworship.org/
article/september-2009/star-gifts  
Guest posts on Marci Glass’ blog: marciglass.com/
category/starward 
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Children’s Ministry thanks all children and their 
families who participated in the Christmas  
programs and worship services.  Ringing in 2017 
with excitement for our children and the many  
programs we have here at Pluckemin Church. We 
are currently aligning ourselves with the Safe 
Church Policy by insuring all our training and  
background checks are current for all who are in-
volved with children. 
 

Welcome Stella Boucher, our newest  
acolyte.  
 

January 29, 2017 is our Sunday School  
Community Service which is held in  

Fellowship Hall. This is a fun time for our youth to 
work with each other and various projects. 
 

On Sunday December 18, 2016 we said happy  
retirement to Lisa Obara from Sunday morning  
Nursery Staff. Lisa has cared for our children for  
many years. 
 

Please remember the inclement weather procedure 
for Sunday School and Worship closing. 
 

Having any questions, or wanting to be added as a 
substitute for Sunday School or Nursery Care, you 
may contact Karen Eastlund, eastlund@gmail.com 
or Karen Richards, karic112@yahoo.com.  
 

Blessings, 

Karen Eastlund and Karen Richards 

Co-Chairs, Children’s Ministries 

 

Fifth Annual  

Community Christmas 

Tree Lighting 
 

On Sunday evening December 11th, Fellowship 

Hall was filled with people from the community 

who came to celebrate Christmas with our con-

gregation.  We munched on delicious Christmas 

cookies and enjoyed watching great performanc-

es by the Pluckemin Preschool children, the Jer-

sey Harmony Express, members of the Bridge-

water-Raritan High School choirs and our won-

derful Carillon Bell Choir.   

Then we proceeded to the front lawn where we 
gathered with candles around the Kohutis family 
who portrayed the birth of Christ in a Live Nativi-
ty.  The ground was covered with a light snow-
fall, the Christmas Tree was lit, and everyone 
sang favorite Christmas Carols.  It was a lovely 
evening.   
 
So many people worked together to make this 
event possible.   Our thanks to those who 
brought and decorated the live the trees, and set 
up the nativity and the lighting in the front yard.  
Others set up Fellowship Hall, provided the 
cookies, and hosted our guests. 
 
Judy and John Runyon created this great Christ-
mas fellowship event for our community.  Thank 
you both for your vision and for leading this 
memorable evening for all! 

Pledge Cards—2017 
The Stewardship Committee would 

like to remind you that pledges for 

2017 can still be received.   Pledge 

cards are available in the church 

office.  Or you may email your pledge to  

Donald Moravek, Financial Secretary, at  

djmoravek@aol.com.  Thank you for your  

support for the church in 2017. 
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DEACON-ON-CALL 
FOR JANUARY: 

Marc Waage 
Phone:  908-725-4849  

                         Email:  marc.w@waage.com  
 

Call for temporary or emergency needs of the  
Congregation such as meal preparation, transportation to 
worship, visitation, and Communion for those who are 
homebound or in a nursing care facility.  
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OUR 
MEDICAL 

EQUIPMENT 
MINISTRY 

 

 

Pluckemin Church loans gently used 
medical equipment (such as wheelchairs, 
walkers, crutches, recliners, hospital 
beds, etc.) at no charge for those in 
need. Supplies are donated by the com-
munity for the community. To borrow, do-
nate, or assist with the ministry, call 908-
396-6057. 

COUNTERS NEEDED   

The Pluckemin Presbyterian counters are looking 

for additional volunteers to assist with the weekly 

offerings. If you would 

be interested in hearing 

more about what the 

counters do throughout 

the year or are already 

interesting in joining our 

tight knit group, we urge 

you to reach out to Todd Ingemi.  He will not only 

welcome you with open arms but will make sure 

that you are properly trained and fully prepared to 

assist the Pluckemin Presbyterian counters. Please 

contact Todd Ingemi at tingemi@verizon.net.  

Call for drivers! 
 

The Deacons would 
like to develop a list of 
people who would be 
available to drive those 
without transportation 

to a doctor's appointment or  
necessary errand.  The request 
may come with only 24 - 48 hours 
notice.  If you are interested in  
being a volunteer driver, please 
email Chris Ford at chrisford 
@optonline.net, and you will be in-
cluded on the "volunteer driver" list 
that will be part of the Deacon's 
reference notebook.  

Thank you, Your Deacons 

Canned Pasta 

(ravioli, spaghetti and  
meatballs, etc.)  
Canned Corn 

Canned Peaches 

Cheerios 

I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and 

you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and 

you  received me in your homes... 

Matthew 25:35 
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Santa Came Early This Year! 
The Pluckemin Presbyterian Medical Equipment Mission received six wheelchairs from Johnson & Johnson 
and the Magnovo Training Group.  Magnovo, a team building company working with Johnson & Johnson, fo-

cuses on charities and the needs of the people they serve. Johnson & Johnson wanted to donate the six wheel-
chairs to a local charity and the United Way suggested our own Pluckemin Medical Equipment Ministry.  

 

Tom Dodd and John Runyon went to pick up the wheelchairs and gave a short presentation on 
our mission. They were surprised to find about fifty J&J employees in teams with six disassem-
bled  wheelchairs.  The teams later re-assembled the chairs using one blindfolded member to do 
the actual work.  The program leader explained the blindfold was intended to give participants a 

small taste of the frustrations experienced by handicapped people.  Cathie Ruiterman created a beautiful Cer-
tificate of Appreciation and Tom and John presented it to the group.  
 

These chairs are now in our Medical Equipment inventory serving folks in need.   
Thank you Magnovo and Johnson and Johnson! 

 

We would love a few more volunteers to help with the Medical Equipment Ministry.  Volunteers are needed  

to respond to voicemail calls, to schedule meetings and/or to hand out and receive equipment.  

Please don't hesitate to volunteer.  Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry at 908-393-5237. 

Inclement Weather Policy 
Should weather conditions make it necessary, the Buildings and Grounds Chair, consulting with the 
Buildings and Grounds team, will make the decision to close the church. By closing the church it is 
understood that this action would also cancel the Sunday School and the  
Preschool programs or other church hosted programs…such as the Scouting 
program, AA program, etc. for that day, if not longer.   
 

If a State of Emergency in New Jersey is declared by the Governor, and road 
use is restricted or hazardous in the area or county, the church will automatically 
be closed until further notice from our Governor or Lieutenant Governor. 
 

Notification Plan:  After the staff and officers have been notified, the com-
munication of that plan to the congregation will happen by the following available 
means: 
 The outgoing voicemail message at the church will be changed on the in-

clement weather sub-message (if one chooses option #2 for special events, 
services and announcements and closings) so that all can call in for that in-
formation directly. 

 An email blast will be sent to all leaders and members of congregation whose emails are on the 
list the church maintains.  

 The website’s home page will be updated to communicate the closure. 
 The Facebook page will be updated to communicate the closure. 
 

If there are widespread power outages, these means may not communicate as well as would be 
hoped. It is always expected that individuals would use common sense and not take undue risk in 
traveling to any church event. 
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XL  YOUTH  GROUP  

Happy New Year!  We’re getting off to a fast 
start with our annual Lock-In.  We need some 
help from you for our upcoming activities in 
February.  And, believe it or not, it’s time to 
talk Summer Work Trip!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

XL LOCK-IN 
Fri. Jan.6th 9pm -  Sat. Jan. 7th 9am 

It’s always a big crowd, so save the date and 
spread the word.  
THINGS TO DO:  Gift Exchange, Games; 
Make your own pizza; Midnight Vampire; 
Movies; Sleep (a little). 
THINGS TO BRING:  A gift for the gift  
exchange (~$10); Sleeping bag, pad & pillow;  
a friend!  

Parents, can you do any of these? 
HOST US for a Youth Progressive Dinner 
stop on February 5.  We need three houses, 
45 minutes each:  appetizers at 4pm, dinner 
at 5pm, & dessert during the First Half. 
TELL US if your youth can attend the Sum-
mer Youth Work Trip (see below), or the 
Youth Ski Trip.  We’ll have more info at the 
Lock-In, but the sooner we know if you are 
yes, no, or maybe, the better.  
HELP US, as an extra person at Sunday XL.  
Help with snacks, play a little volleyball, or 
just hang out.  There’s something for every-
one.  Contact Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org 
or 908-872-8121) for more info.  
 

Have you thought about the SUMMER 
YOUTH WORK TRIP?  we are considering 
June 25 – July 1 or July 23-29.  Before we lock 

Wat has happened since the Chicago Cubs 

last won the World Series? 

 

 

 

 

Halley’s Comet has passed the earth … twice. 
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in dates, we want to hear from you.  Are 
you IN, or OUT, or IN BETWEEN, and 
which dates fit your schedule?  The trip is 
open to youth entering 9th grade or older.  
The cost is $325-$350 per person.  For more 
information, contact Bob (bob@ppch.org 
or 908-872-8121).  

 

December Leftovers 
There were few leftovers after the Cookie 
Walk.  Thank you to Kim Moore and our 
youth group bakers, Sarah Fryer & Cheryl 
Sabol, and counters Erika, Matthew and 
Roger.  Most of all, thank you to all of you 
who donated cookies and who purchased 
those treats.  You raised $720 for next 
Summer’s Youth Group Work Trip.    
  

The next day, there weren’t any leftovers 
at the XL Alumni Reunion at Buffalo Wild 
Wings.  Eleven showed up, and the wings 
disappeared!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Jan.  1:  No XL tonight.  Happy New Year. 
Jan.  6:  Lock-In, 9pm Fri. – 9am Sat. 
Jan.  8:  Who needs sleep?  We do!  No XL. 

Jan. 15:  XL Gathering, 6pm – 8pm. 
Jan. 22:  XL Gathering, 6pm – 8pm. 
Jan. 29:  XL Gathering, 6pm – 8pm. 

And save the date 
Feb.  5:  Superb Owl Progressive Dinner.  

Lock-In, January 8, 2016  

mailto:bob@ppch.org
mailto:bob@ppch.org


 

 

9 (Monday)  
11:30a-1:00pm Monday Morning Bible Study Group in Library 
7:00-9:00pm Preschool Board Mtg in Covenant Rm 
7:00-9:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner 
7:30-9:00pm Boy Scout Committee Mtg in FH 
10 (Tuesday)  
7:30am Men’s Breakfast at Top O’ The Hill  
6:30-8:30pm Cub Scouts in Grace Corner 
7:00-8:30pm Finance Committee Mtg in Covenant Rm 
11 (Wednesday) 
6:00-10:00pm Buildings & Grounds in Grace Corner 
7:00-9:00pm Book Club in the Library 
8:00-9:30pm Youth Ministries Committee in Cov. Rm 
12 (Thursday)  
6:30-9:00pm Cub Scouts in FH 
6:30-8:00pm Worship & Music Mtg in the Library 
8:00-10:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
13 (Friday)  
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in FH 
15 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
11:00am Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner 
17 (Tuesday)  
7:00-8:30pm Cub Scouts in FH/Grace Corner 
7:00-10:00pm Session Mtg in Covenant Rm 
18 (Wednesday)  
7:00-10:30pm Boy Scout District Committee in Trinity Rm 
19 (Thursday)  
6:30-9:00pm Cub Scouts in FH 
8:00-9:30pm  Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary 
20 (Friday)  
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace/Library 
7:00-9:00pm Cub Scout Derby Weigh-in in Trinity Rm 
21 (Saturday)  
8:00a-1:00pm Cub Scout Pinewood Derby in FH 
22 (Sunday)   
10:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
3:00-5:00pm Webelos in Trinity Rm 
23 (Monday) 
6:00-9:30pm Stephen Ministers in Covenant Rm 
7:00-9:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner 
24 (Tuesday) 
7:00-8:30pm Cub Scout Mtg in Grace Crnr 
25 (Wednesday) 
26 (Thursday) 
27 (Friday) 
4:00pm Wedding rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
28 (Saturday) 
4:30pm Wedding in the Sanctuary 
29 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
11:00-11:30am Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Crnr 
 

EVERY WEEK 
Sundays   
9:30-11:15am Nursery Care in Education Wing 
9:00-9:45am Sunday school classes in Education Wing 

 Jr. High Sunday school in Upper Room 
 Senior High Sunday school in Library 
 Adult Sunday School in the Covenant Room 

10:00am Worship (Communion on 1st Sunday of month) 
10:15am Children’s Worship in Education Wing 
 (No Children’s Worship on 1st Sunday of month) 
11:00am Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall 
6:00-8:00pm XL Youth Group in Fellowship Hall (see youth page) 
Mondays 
10:00a-12:00pm Women’s Bible Study in Library 
7:30-9:00pm Narcotics Anonymous for Men in Trinity Room 
Tuesdays 
12:00-1:00pm Preschool Enrichment in FH 
Wednesdays 
11:30a-1:00pm Preschool Enrichment in FH 
6:00-8:00pm Carillons rehearsal 
Thursdays 
8:30-9:30 am  Adult Small Group Bible Study in Library 
9:15-10:00am Preschool Music in Covenant Room  
11:30a-1:00pm Preschool Enrichment in FH 
6:30-7:00pm Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal in Covenant Room 
7:00-7:45pm Bells for Fun in Covenant Room 
8:00-10:00pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH (Sanctuary 3rd) 
7:30-9:30 pm Alcoholics Anonymous in Upper Rm/Grace Crnr 

 

IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
1 (Sunday) New Year’s Day (Happy New Year!) 
10:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
2 (Monday) Church office is closed 
6:00-7:30pm Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall 
3 (Tuesday)  
6:30pm Special Session Meeting in Covenant Rm 
7:00pm Deacons Mtg in Library 
7:00-8:30pm Cub Scout Mtg in FH/Grace Crnr 
4 (Wednesday)  
7:00-9:00pm Children’s Ministries Mtg in the Library  
5 (Thursday)  
9:30a-2:00pm Friends of Counted Embroidery in FH 
3:00pm Medical Equipment Mtg in Covenant Rm 
7:00-9:00pm Cub Scout Leaders in Trinity Rm 
6 (Friday) 
7:00-9:00pm Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall/Grace/Library 
9:00pm-Sat. 9am Youth Lock-In in Fellowship Hall 
7 (Saturday) 
9:00a-12:00pm Jersey Harmony Express in Trinity Rm 
9:00a-12:00pm Cub Scout Pinewood Derby in FH 
8 (Sunday)  
10:00am Worship with Communion 
3:00-5:00pm Webelos in Trinity Rm 
7:00-8:00pm Boy Scout Patrol Leaders in Grace Crnr 
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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 



 

 

 The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  The deadline 
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday.  Please e-mail Sunday 
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.  

 The Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden, Interim Pastor, works in NJ Sunday-Thursday and is generally 
in the office Monday-Thursday from 10-2 for drop-in visits, or available by appointment during 
those weekdays. Please email her if you would like to set up an appointment.   

 The Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu, Associate Pastor, is in the office every weekday except Friday.  You 
may reach her through the church office (ext. 103) or by email.  In an emergency, you may call her 
on her cell phone: 253-569-3112. 

 Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on 
voicemail. 

 

Pluckemin Church Staff 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden  (pastorheather@ppch.org) 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Margaret Mitsuyasu (pastormargaret@ppch.org) 

Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com) 
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com) 

Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com) 
Director, Youth Ministries: Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org) 

Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org) 
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org) 

Sexton: Danny Abogado (danny@ppch.org) 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin 

279 Rt. 202-206 

PO Box 402 

Pluckemin, NJ 07978 
 

Phone: 908-658-3346 
 

Want to know the latest?  Visit us on the web:   
www.ppch.org           www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch            www.facebook.com/PPChYoungAdults 

From the Church Office 

mailto:pastorheather@ppch.org
mailto:pastormargaret@ppch.org
mailto:nsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:vsell@embarqmail.com
mailto:marciawmcb@yahoo.com
mailto:bob@ppch.org
mailto:bel@ppch.org
mailto:office@ppch.org
mailto:danny@ppch.org

