February, 2018

PluckemiNews

From The Rev. Ian Rankine:

Lent is one of my favorite seasons in the life of the church. It begins with all of us facing the reality of our
humanity and brokenness – Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return – on Ash Wednesday,
and making the journey with Christ, through our own wilderness to the glory of the resurrection and new
life in Christ.
The season itself points to the fact that light is coming back into the world after the darkness of winter.
Ash Wednesday is always at the end of winter, still a time of darkness, but throughout the season the days
begin to lengthen – that’s where the word Lent comes from – and we are more and more able to see the
promises of God come to fruition in our lives and life of the church as we are both figuratively and latterly
brought more into the light.
This year during the season of Lent we will have the opportunity to follow through some of the most wonderful Old Testament texts that talk about the promises of God. We’ll think about Noah and God’s promise to
preserve and watch over his people. We’ll think about Abraham and God’s work of transformation and the
promise of new life out of the Old. We’ll think about Moses and the Identifiers that God gave to his people in
what we call the Ten Commandments. We’ll also think about God’s promise to bring life out of death as the
people gazed upon the bronze serpent, prefiguring the work of Christ. And we’ll end with the beautiful
words of Jeremiah promising the continued faithfulness of God in the establishment and realization of a new
covenant.
It’s exciting for me, and I hope for you, to begin our journey together in this season. It is my hope and prayer
that as we begin this journey together we can lean more and more into the promises of God, and more than
that, into God, and trust that with God all things are possible.
“The prayer which is answered today, may seem to be unanswered tomorrow; the
promises once so gloriously fulfilled, may cease to be a reality to us; the spiritual
blessing which was at one time such a joy, may be utterly lost; and nothing of all we
once trusted to and rested on may be left us, but the hungry and longing memory of it
all. But when all else is gone, God is still left. Nothing changes Him. He is the same
yesterday, today, and forever, and in Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
And the soul that finds its joy in Him alone, can suffer no wavering.
It is grand to trust in the promises, but it is grander still to trust in the Promiser.
The promises may be misunderstood or misapplied, and at the moment when we are
leaning all our weight upon them, they may seem utterly to fail us. But no one ever
trusted in the Promiser and was confounded.
The God who is behind His promises and is infinitely greater than His promises,
can never fail us in any emergency, and the soul that is stayed on Him cannot know
anything but perfect peace.”
The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life by Hannah Withal Smith
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From The Rev. Heather Morrison-Yaden:
Dear Congregation of the Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin,
It was certainly a joy to be with you all on January 7th, and to receive your gratitude and share in our thanksgiving to God for our time together. Please know that I am extremely grateful and humbled by your words
and kindnesses as we bid farewell.
I received an amazing number of individual gifts over my final weeks, including a Dunkin Donuts gift card, a
handmade necklace, a scarf and a special ‘snickerdoodle’ recipe, a handmade bag for books or the beach, a
lovely engraved crystal bowl, and a Pluckemin Church plate to add to my collection of the places where I
have been privileged to serve! That will be a part of my next pastor’s study! I also enjoyed special celebrations including a lovely surprise Tea party from the CE comI thank my God when I remember you.
mittee, and a gathering of food and celebration and a dozen
roses from the Deacons!!
In all my prayers I pray with joy for your
On January 7th, the congregation shared a framed photo of the partnership in sharing the Good News.
For I am sure that the one who began a
church with the lovely quote from 2nd Corinthians 9:13-14.
good work in you will carry it on until
The Youth shared a gorgeous piece of artwork showing God
the day of Christ.
holding us in the hollow of God’s hand with each of their
names signed. The Session recognized my passions of creativity This is my prayer: that your love may
and worship and shared a beautiful purple-toned (Advent and/ overflow, and you will grow in
or Lent) stole which will be a loving memory each time I wear
knowledge and depth of understanding.
it as I lead
For I am sure that the one who began a
worship! The Sunday School gave me special cards and drawings! Noel Sell and the entire Sanctuary choir gave the amazing good work in you will carry it on, that
gift of surprise and the lovely anthem with its wonderful words you may see what is best and be pure and
from Philippians 1:3-6, 9-10 that certainly express my prayer
blameless for the day of Christ. Amen
for all of you.
It was a grand day, and who knew so many folks REALLY wanted me to get a new phone? Your amazing
generosity -- $725 in checks and -- as many of you saw that day as I was warned to be careful as I opened the
gift box -- a very generous assortment of bills, each one gathered together and sharing what each one can
share: Ones = $7; Fives = $70; Tens $260; Twenties = $1060; Fifties = $100; Hundred = $100 (which totals
$1597) For a Grand Total of $2322. Each gift important to the whole!! Because of the many generous
members of the congregation who contributed to the wonderful gift of cash – not only will I be able to bring
to fruition your lovely thought of the new smartphone – but we were also able to spend two days in Washington DC with our son during his winter break, enjoying the Air and Space Museum, the Native American
Museum and the International Spy Museum. Thank you for those happy memories!!
I am grateful for the many and wonderful thank you notes and cards that I received in the last weeks of my
Interim ministry – which shared kind thoughts and loving memories. As our paths diverge, I give thanks in
every remembrance of you! May we all trust that God guides us and nurtures us for the journey ahead!
Farewell, and may God be with you!!

Heather Morrison-Yaden
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1/4/2018
Dear Heather,
We are writing to let you know that the Pluckemin Church Preschool Board has chosen to
support our ministry in Jersey City by donating in your name on 1/3/2018. The donation is in
honor of your commitment to the Preschool as you move on in your ministry.
Because of the Pluckemin Church Preschool Board's support, over 300 students in Jersey
City are able to participate in New City Kids' programming each day. Through both the After
School Center and the Teen Life Internship program, students learn about God, develop
leadership skills, grow academically and creatively, and build a lasting network of relationships.
This life-changing work would not be possible without the Board's generosity and support.
We pray that God will richly bless both the Pluckemin Church Preschool, and you as you
have indirectly blessed this ministry.
Thank you for your investment in the ministry of Pluckemin Presbyterian Church, which has
impacted life transformation for the youth of Jersey City!

In Christ,
Trevor Rubingh
President & Founder
New City Kids

MISSION CORNER
The Missions Committee was happy to submit a check to the Elizabeth Presbytery in
the amount of $772 to help those in need of assistance...this was the total of the
Christmas Joy Offering for 2017.
Additionally, another donation was received in early December to be applied to the
Hurricane Relief Fund. A check in the amount of $50 was forwarded to the Presbyterian Hurricane Relief Fund to further aid those in need. Previously we sent a donation of approximately $3500 to this worthy cause.
Many thanks to all for their generous support of these Missions!
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Congregational Meeting
Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation
for February 11, 2018, following worship, for the purposes of:
Receiving the 2017 reports of the Clerk of
Session, Session Committees, the Board of Deacons, and
other Church sponsored groups and activities.




Receiving the report of the Audit Committee.

Discussing the 2017 financial results and
reviewing the 2018 Operating Budget.


Electing officers of the congregation and
corporation.


As the Book of Order says "The congregation shall hold an annual meeting
and may hold special meetings as necessary, for any or all of the purposes appropriate for congregational consideration" (G-1.0501). Only active members
of the congregation present at the annual meeting are entitled to vote. Others
may attend. You are invited to gather for fellowship around tables and you
may bring your cup of coffee or tea, or your hoagie purchased from The Carillons Bellchoir to eat during the meeting.
The 2017 Annual Report will be available Sunday, January 29th
following worship.

Session News Meeting Highlights
At its January 16th meeting Session formally thanked Rev. Kathryn Henry for serving 4 years as liaison
to the Presbytery of Elizabeth. Kathy moderated this meeting as Pastor Heather is on vacation.
Session spent most of the meeting time developing, and finalizing, a Budget for 2018 which will be
shared with the congregation at the annual meeting on February 11, 2018. This budget balances.

By Dale Albright, Clerk of Session
Sincerely,
Dale Albright, Clerk of Session
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9am Fellowship Hall

All who are able are invited to attend
A special invitation is extended to the
parents of the Preschool Children

7pm Sanctuary

Let’s begin the season of Lent with the
reminder—Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.

Pluckeminews
Deadline

FEBRUARY
Canned

Macaroni and
Canned
Canned

‘Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go
buy that person lunch, or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your
generosity will surprise him with goodness. Don’t let evil get
the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.’
(Romans 12:20)
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The deadline for all newsletter items
is always the 20th of the previous
month. Please email your March items on or
before February 20th to office@ppch.org and
suequimby@comcast.net. Please contact Sue
Quimby with questions.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Registration for the 2017-18 school year is now
open to the public. However, it is never too late
for members of the church family to register
their child here for preschool. Here are three
good reasons to become part of the Pluckemin
Church Preschool family. It is a Christian
preschool based in your own church which you
know is a safe, loving and well-maintained
facility. You will be supporting your own
church’s mission to the community. And,
church members receive a discount on tuition.
Please recommend the preschool to your
friends and neighbors who may be interested.
Visitors are welcome at any time.
February is a busy month here at PCP. Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, and
Parent/Teacher conferences will be focused on
this month. The preschool children will continue the tradition of making Valentines for homebound and hospital
patients of the Congregation. Please
share the name and address of
someone who would enjoy receiving a Valentine from the children
with the church office. This is a
wonderful lesson on love and sharing for the children and one that
they enjoy each year.
February is also Dental Health
Month and Dr. Witt from Basking
Ridge Dental Associates will visit
the children to share the dos and don’ts of
taking care of our teeth. He always brings great
visuals to help educate the children on this
important health issue.
Save the date for the Spring Consignment Sale
on Saturday, March 17th, 2018.
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Consignor registration will be accepted by
email only on Friday, February 2nd from
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. at consignmentsale@ppch.org.
Shoppers and consignors are needed to help
make the sale a successful one. It is one of the
major fundraisers that the preschool relies on
to keep tuition affordable. There is more information on the church website under Preschool
or you can call the Consignment Hotline at
908-658-4115.
Bel Gwiazdowski,

Preschool Director

HOAGIES! HOAGIES!
The Carillons will be making delicious
hoagies to sell for the Annual Meeting
Sunday February 11, 2018. So don't go
hungry during the meeting and buy
extras to take home for lunch on Monday!
Each Hoagie is 6” long and has Ham,
Salami, Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato,
Onions, Oil and Vinegar. Special Orders
can be accommodated if you order in advance. The price is $5.00 each. The
Carillons are attending the Hudson
Valley Handbell Festival on April 28th.
All funds raised will go to help pay for
this wonderful event! Thank you for your
support!

Marcia McBurney, Director of the Carillons.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
It’s February, and we celebrate our new minister
(welcome Pastor Ian!!!!) and remind our families
that Pluckemin loves it’s children! We love
them, we teach them, we nurture them, we keep
them safe and happy. God is love, and because
of that blessing, Pluckemin does its best to love
children.

Blood Pressure Screening
February 18, 2018
11:00-11:30am
in Grace Corner

Sunday School:
The first Sunday of February, 2/4, will be a
Community Sunday led by Pam Ely and Karen
Richards. Children will see a video about our
mission partner, New City Kids. Then children
will prepare for our new minister by making a
welcome banner.
Pluckemin’s Annual Meeting will follow the service on 2/11. Parents are welcome, and nursery
care is available for any children who find it difficult to sit through the meeting.
Lent begins on Valentine’s Day this year. What a
beautiful convergence. We love because God
first loved us. ”God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son…John 3:16” Lent is a
time of preparation for the celebration of Easter,
a season for prayer and self-examination beginning on Ash Wednesday. Services will be held at
9a.m. in Fellowship Hall for all who drop their
children at our preschool and for those who prefer a daylight service, and again at 7p.m. in the
sanctuary. Please join as you can.
We’re still at risk of winter weather. Parents
please watch your email or text messages for the
latest information.

Thank you for sharing your beautiful children
with us.
Karen Richards & Karen Eastlund
Co-Chairs, Children’s Ministries

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
MINISTRY
Pluckemin Church loans gently
used medical equipment (such
as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, recliners, hospital beds, etc.) at no charge for
those in need. Supplies are donated by
the community for the community.
To borrow, donate, or assist with the
ministry, please call 908-396-6057
and leave a message.
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ADULT EDUCATION
Sundays 9:00am in Covenant Room
February will be a time of transition for the Adult Ministries committee. At
our congregational meeting we will approve new ruling elders who will become the leaders of our committees. The new chair of Adult Ministries will
be planning programs and activities for the Lenten season and throughout
the year. However, for the first Sunday of February the Adult Education
class will still meet in the Covenant Room at 9:00. Our discussion will be
based on the Bible selections from the Revised Common Lectionary Year B for February
4th. The Old Testament readings are Isaiah 40:21-31 and Psalm 147:1-11, 20c. The New
Testament readings are I Corinthians 9:16-23 and Mark1 29-39. Join us as we dig deeper
into the meaning of these Bible passages. We offer food for thought with lively discussions
and caring fellowship. Everyone is welcome!
**Remember, though, that February 11 is the Congregational Meeting so there will be
no Adult Education class that Sunday.
Just a reminder that The Upper Room devotional has been renewed. Both the large print
version and the regular print in the small booklet form will be available soon.

WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Mondays 10:00-11:30am in the Library

The women of the Monday Morning Bible Study meet from 10 to 11:30a.m. weekly in the
Library. We are currently studying The Gospel of John using That You May Believe:
The Gospel of John by Carol J. Miller. This study is part of the Kerygma program, a wellrespected resource for Christians who want to delve deeper into the Bible. John stands out
from the other gospels, written in the hope that “we may
believe,” and offering beautiful language and great
depth of spirit. We invite all women to join us for this
study. .

THURSDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Thursdays 8:30am in the Library

The Thursday Morning Bible Study Group will continue
its discussion of “Twelve Women of the Bible: Life
Changing Stories for Women of Today” on January 4 at 8:30 a.m. in the Church Library. A
continental breakfast will be served.
Everyone is welcome to attend this video-enhanced study, narrated by Christian ministers,
who explore how we can better cope with our daily challenges by examining how women of
the Bible prevailed through their faith.
The one-hour weekly meetings include a continental breakfast, fellowship and prayer. The
group welcomes anyone who would like to attend. If you have questions, please contact
Rae Watson, (908) 326-6035.
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DEACON-ON-CALL
IN FEBRUARY:
JEANNE KUHTA

MEN’S BREAKFAST
2nd Tuesdays each month
7:30am at Top O’ The Hill Restaurant
This group meets for a hearty breakfast at Top O’
The Hill Restaurant every second
Tuesday of the month at 7:30am. Join the men
for fellowship and discussion. Please contact
Tom Dodd for more information at 732-560-7137
or tomlydiad@gmail.com.
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cell: 908-966-1875
Call for temporary or emergency
needs of the
Congregation such as meal preparation,
transportation to worship, visitation, and
communion for those who are homebound
or in a care facility.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Don’t know “hoo” to root for in this
year’s Superb Owl? Neither do we –
but at least we can enjoy some
delicious food and Bob’s famous
Superb Owl quiz!
What’s Happening This Month

Reflection
Room
Here’s the first
decoration in the newly
named Reflection Room,
a space for our youth and
young adults.

Feb. 4th: Confirmation 9 – 10 AM
A special program at a special
time! Breakfast will be provided.
Superb Owl Progressive Dinner!
3:45 PM – Superb Owl Halftime
We drive to 3 different houses
for food, football, and fun surprises!
th
Feb. 11 : Confirmation 5 – 7:30 PM and
senior youth group 6:30 – 8:30 PM
th
Feb. 18 : Presidents’ Day Weekend, no
confirmation class or youth
group
rd
Feb. 23 – Feb. 25th: Confirmation Retreat!
A fantastic weekend full of
faith, fellowship, and fun!
For more information on Youth Group
activities, contact:
Chris Moravek cjmoravek@gmail.com
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Many thanks to
Roger Seifert
for his beautiful artwork!

C A L E N DA R F O R J A N UA RY
EVERY WEEK
Sundays
9:30 – 11:15 am Nursery Care in Education Wing
9:00 – 9:45 am: Sunday school classes in Education Wing
Senior High Sunday school in Library
Adult Sunday School in the Covenant Room
10:00 am
Worship (Communion on 1st Sunday of month)
10:15 am
Children’s Worship in Education Wing
(No Children’s Worship on 1st Sunday of month)
11:00 am
Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall
5:00-7:30pm
Confirmation Class in FH/Upper Rm until Nov. 19
6:30 – 8:30 pm Youth Group in FH (see youth page)
Mondays
10:00a-12:00pm Women’s Bible Study in Library
7:30-9:00 pm
Narcotics Anonymous for Men in Trinity Room
Tuesdays
12:00-1:00pm
Preschool Enrichment in FH
7:30-9:00pm
AA Study Group in Upper Room
Wednesdays
12:00-1:00pm
Preschool Sport Class in FH
Thursdays
8:30-9:30 am
Adult Small Group Bible Study in Library
9:15-10:00am
Preschool Music in Covenant Room
11:30-1:00pm
Preschool Enrichment in FH
6:30-7:00 pm
Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal in Covenant Room
7:00-7:45 pm
Bells for Fun in Covenant Room
8:00-10:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH (Sanctuary 3rd)
7:30-9:30 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous in Upper Rm/Grace Crnr
Saturdays
7:00-9:00pm
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics) in Upper Rm

IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY
1 (Thursday)
9:30a-2:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
2 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
3 (Saturday)
9:00a-12:00pm
4 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:00am
6 (Tuesday)
7:00pm
7 (Wednesday)
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-10:30pm
8 (Thursday)
1:30-3:00pm
6:30-8:00pm

Friends of Counted Embroidery in FH
Cub Scout Pack Leaders’ in Trinity Room
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Crnr
Worship Service with Rev. Ian Rankine’s
first Sunday preaching in the Sanctuary
Fellowship Hour in Fellowship Hall
with The Carillons taking hoagie orders
Deacons meeting in Covenant Rm
Children’s Ministries in the Library
Boy Scouts District Committee Mtg in Trinity Rm
Adult Ministries in the Library
Worship & Music Mtg in the Library
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9 (Friday)
6:30-9:00pm
11 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:00am
11:15am
12 (Monday)
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
13 (Tuesday)
7:30am
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm

The Carillons polish bells/hoagie prep/kitchen

Worship in Sanctuary
Carillons sell hoagies in Fellowship Hall
Annual Congregational Meeting in
Fellowship Hall
Preschool Board Meeting in Covenant Room
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Boy Scout Committee meeting in Upper Room
Men’s Breakfast at Top O’ The Hill
Cub Scouts in Trinity Room
Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall

14 (Wednesday) ASH WEDNESDAY
9:00am
Ash Wednesday Worship Service with
Communion in Fellowship Hall
7:00PM
Ash Wednesday Worship Service in Sanctuary
7:00-8:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
8:00-9:30pm
15 (Thursday)
8:00-9:30pm
18 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:00-11:30am
11:30-1:30am
20 (Tuesday)
8:00pm
21 (Wednesday)
6:00-8:00pm
23 (Friday)
7:00-9:00pm
24 (Saturday)
3:00-9:00pm
25(Sunday)
10:00am
26 (Monday)
7:00-9:00pm
27 (Tuesday)
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
28 (Wednesday)
6:30-9:30pm

Cub Scout Tigers in Trinity Rm
Book Club in the Library
Youth Ministries mtg in Cov. Rm

Sanctuary Choir in Fellowship Hall
Worship in Sanctuary
Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner???
Carillons rehearsal in the Sanctuary
Session Mtg in Covenant Rm
Carillons rehearsal in Fellowship Hall
Boy Scouts in Fellowship Hall
Cub Scouts Awards Dinner in F. Hall/Kitch
Worship in Sanctuary
Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Crnr
Cub Scouts in Trinity Room
Cub Scouts in Fellowship Hall
Buildings and Grounds in Grace Corner

From the Church Office




The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The deadline
for announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesday. Please e-mail Sunday
bulletin announcements to the church office at office@ppch.org.
Contact the Medical Equipment Ministry by calling 908-396-6057 and leaving a message on the
voicemail.

Pluckemin Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Ian T. Rankine (pastor@ppch.org)
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com)
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com)
Director of The Carillons: Marcia McBurney (marciawmcb@yahoo.com)
Pluckemin Preschool Director: Elizabeth (Bel) Gwiazdowski (bel@ppch.org)
Office Administrator: Cathie Ruiterman (office@ppch.org)

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin
279 Rt. 202-206
PO Box 402
Pluckemin, NJ 07978
Phone: 908-658-3346

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Want to know the latest? Visit us on the web:
www.ppch.org
www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch

