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Rei & Eva Aldaba

Serving under “Fellowship International” in Morong, Bataan, Philippines.

This Prayer Update (much abbreviated) outlines the two months Rei 
and Eva spent recently over Christmas with the farmers in Morong. 

Contact Rei at rraldaba@yahoo.com to receive his full report.
Reflection

Forty years ago, a community Elder from the Iraya Mangyan tribe (an Indigenous group on Mindoro 
Island in the Philippines) asked me about my intention of staying in their community. I mentioned two things: 
sharing the knowledge of farming technology… and introducing what I learned as a Christian believer. The Elder 
asked, “Why do you have to introduce God to them and why can’t God introduce Himself to the community?” 

The Elder lobbed in my face a very important theological question about my faith, my personal 
relationship with God, my basic belief in life - a question that haunted me for years. It’s a question that pulled me 
down from the pedestal of my arrogance in the way I looked at other people. It led me to humble myself before 
God and admit my imperfection regarding the way I looked at other people.

Two months ago, I watched a farmer holding the handle of a plow with authority. As he guided the 
carabao pulling the cultivator, he created a new path, clearing the weeds and breaking up the soil into pieces. 
“What are you trying to do?” I asked the farmer. “I am making a new farm” he replied. “How do you know what to 
do?” I continued asking. “We farmers know what we want to achieve in our life.. Farming is our world. The land 
and our life are connected. Yes, many of us can barely read and write. But we have plans - a vision, a picture of a 
new farm. It is not written in words, only in our imagination!” I nodded in agreement.

Such unique encounters with people groups shattered my thoughts and ideas, and crumbled my 
experiences. The last two months in Morong inspired me to revisit and examine my past, to reflect, and to 
envision formulating new opportunities through small groups - specifically: a small group consisting of not-yet-
Christian farmers; and another group of Christians eager to discover and practice theology among the farmers. 

As a new missionary among the poor farmers of Morong, sharing the gospel of Christ is not easy. It 
demands a full submission to God in prayer, Biblical discernment, careful reflection, cautious recognition of 
cultural diversity, and historical sensitivity toward the community. I pray that a growing understanding of the 
community’s way of life will continue to contribute to my own transformation, and for my faith to transform them.

Kingdom Building Update, Vision and Prayer Items
1. I have finished a short course on Competence as Intercultural Change Agents. Pray as I consider the 

possibility of taking another module, Contextualizing DMM (Disciple Making Movement) for your Setting. 
2. During my December-January trip two small groups were set up: the first composed only of farmers, led by 

Mr. Edgar Redondo; the second composed of young Christians from a local church, One Body Christian 
Ministry, led by Mr. Dan Molinao. Pray for these two men as they give leadership to their group.

3. There is so much selfishness among the farmers. Those whose farms are closest to the water source do not 
care about sharing water with those who are far away from the irrigation canal. Pray for God’s Spirit to work.

4. The first project the farmers decided to do was build a small shelter to be used for meetings, Bible studies and 
training. The farmers provided labor; I provided local materials (bamboo, cement, gravel, sand); and two long-
time friends donated chairs and a tent for the roof. Pray that construction will soon be finished. 

5. Before I returned to Canada, I started discipleship sessions with Dan Molinao, who left his full-time job to 
volunteer full time with the Morong mission. His educational background in agriculture and leadership in the 
small group is a big blessing. Pray he will be well accepted by the community.

6. Pray for me as I draft a Bible study, Building God’s Garden, to be used with the farmers when I return in June. 
7. When I return to Morong in June, an immediate task will be to identify 2-4 persons from both small groups and 

enrol them in a Discovery Bible Study (DBS). Pray that this study will begin in July.
8. An activity to encourage the farmers will be to teach them how to document their stories. The purpose of this 

activity is to help them analyze their lives and experiences, understand their weaknesses, and see their 
potential.  And above all - help them see their need of Christ in Building God’s Garden. Pray for spiritual fruit. 

9. Pray as I assist in various Elders’ tasks at Calvary Baptist Church while still here in Ottawa. 
10. I am available to answer your questions and share my experiences with you to promote this Morong Mission.
11. Pray as I seek $9,000 in support for my return trip in June. The Fellowship has designated an account to 

which a person can send a donation. Go to: https://www.fellowship.ca/qry/page.taf?id=33&_dsfd_uid1=805 

https://www.fellowship.ca/qry/page.taf?id=33&_dsfd_uid1=805

