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God’s Calling
“Rostock, Germany, is where we met! Matthew is from Omaha, Nebraska, and I (Katarina) am from 

Ottawa. We connected over our shared heart for the people of the former East Germany, and in particular over 
God’s calling on our lives to return there someday. We married in 2014 and have spent our time since then 
waiting and preparing because we didn’t know exactly when that ‘calling’ would happen.” 
God’s Opening a Door of Opportunity

“We always thought that we would do a hospitality type of ministry in Germany and so we prepared by 
working in coffee shops and in the library/community. Once I graduated from university we applied to be 
missionaries with Greater Europe Mission. The plan was to spend part of our first year in Germany researching 
possible locations to open a coffee shop ministry. 

“One day Matthew called the pastor of the church that we originally served with in Germany to tell him our 
plans of coming back to open a coffee shop as a way of bringing people to God. God was clearly in this, because 
the pastor mentioned that his church had just started renting a building which they were renovating to be a coffee 
shop! After we talked with the church leadership, they said they would love to have us come and run it for them! 

“We are so thankful that God placed this opportunity in our laps - to serve in the very city where we met.”
Our Immediate Plans

“We will be leaving Ottawa on December 29 to move to Omaha so our daughter Clara can have some 
time with her grandparents. We will be continuing to raise support during this time. Once we reach 100% we will 
be leaving from Omaha to proceed to Germany. We feel God has called us to leave at the beginning of February, 
2023, and that we will reach the 100% goal by then.” 
Arrival in Germany

“Once we arrive in Germany, we will spend some time in Berlin while Matthew attends language school 
full time. I (Katarina) grew up speaking German at home and so I already have the language level required.

“After that is complete, we will move to Rostock and be ready to come alongside the Rostock church in 
their renovations and opening of the coffee shop. The vision for the café is to provide outreach events for the 
community, such as: German conversation groups; job skills training; and ‘mommy and me’ time. The church 
already provides assistance to refugees, including assisting them obtain work permits, residency, etc. We would 
also come alongside them in that ministry. 

“All this would be for the purpose of people becoming more comfortable and open, in order to introduce 
them to the hope and love of Jesus. We are praying that we will be able to walk alongside the people of Rostock 
in discipleship relationships, encouraging them to take steps closer to God.”
Pray for Us

“This is a strange time. It feels like the calm before the storm. So easy to feel overwhelmed! Please pray!”
• An apartment in Berlin: Matthew will be attending language school in Berlin where accommodation is very 

limited. Not a lot of vacancies, and many people applying for the same unit. Pray for God to open the way.
• Finances: Now at 80%, they must reach 100% before departing for Germany. Pray for God’s provision.
• Preparation for departure: They are going through everything they own, making lists and more lists, donating 

many things they cannot take, plus Katarina works until December 15. Pray for God’s presence and calmness.
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