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Summer Breakthroughs: Highs and Lows
Conferences and Travel

I’m writing this update on my way to Power to Change Staff Conference in Whistler, BC. This is my 
second conference in a month of travels and the first in-person Power to Change Conference since I came on 
staff nearly three years ago. Before this, two weeks ago Jean and I were able to attend our first in-person 
gathering of our CityChurch Network cohort, which provides us mentoring, coaching, and resources for our church 
planting network. It is wonderful to be able to attend these conferences in person…

Please pray our conference will be a spiritual and meaningful time with Connecting Streams and P2C 
staff. Please also pray that there may not be a COVID outbreak…

In Memoriam: Dina Ahmed 
You…may remember a young woman (we) brought into our home early on in the pandemic. My daughter 

Aiko and I met Dina (on the right in the picture) one night driving through Byward 
Market. She was in need of care and a safe place to stay… While she was with us, we 
met her best friend Becky (on the left)… who later joined our house church. Together 
we shared the Lord with Dina and saw some positive response. We were able to get 
her into a recovery home in Guelph… Sadly, upon returning to Ottawa Dina returned 
to drug use and passed away this past week. Her father told me he was with Dina in 
her last weeks, visiting every day in the hospital. He said Dina was reading her Bible 
and that she wanted to marry Jesus…If Dina cried out to him, she is now with Him.

Ottawa CityChurch Network
The past two weeks marked a number of significant events in the CityChurch Network… Two weeks ago I 

prayed with two brothers, one who has already been leading a house church in Orleans, and another who is 
hoping to start a new work in Kanata. We’ve also met a young man sent to Canada from Nigeria who is starting a 
mission in Vanier. Over the past two weeks, we’ve begun praying together…and building relationships… My 
prayer is that our house church network might formally expand with these new partners in the future.

CityChurch Hawthorne has continued to be a source of joy as it grows and stabilizes. We started some 
formal discipleship training with a few people seeking baptism with each of them connected to a mentor. One of 
these is a young man who I introduced you to in a previous update. Please pray for S___. Last week he gave his 
life to Christ after months of wrestling with the Lord. This church has also taken a big step in its maturation, 
determining last week to give all August donations to an international missions project.

CityChurch Lowertown had a breakthrough last week also. It is led by an intercessor named Daphne. 
She…was able to host the church for a BBQ in her house and really saw the Lord move. Two women who had 
been at odds with one another reconciled and forgave each other in a beautiful display of grace. We also have an 
engaged young couple we are hoping to begin discipling with. Pray this church continues to form and stabilize.

Connecting Streams: A P2C Ministry
My Associate City Lead Linda and I have led churches in prayer walks 

around their neighbourhoods, to discern the Spirit’s leading them into 
community outreach. We’ve also helped (churches) launch their Bridges 
program. Read about this at https://spurottawa.com/bridges-into-chinatown/

Family News: 
• Jean (my wife) has been busy redecorating… and helping visitors/guests 
we host. Pray for her dad & stepmom going through tricky health issues… 

It seems this fall might be a good time for Jean to go back to work. Pray for her to find meaningful employment.
• Aiko (2003) is home from Europe where she travelled and spent a month at an archeological dig in Crete.
• Keiden (2006) and I are preparing for a bike trip in Israel. Pray for safety and a wonderful time of bonding.
• Noemi (2013) has been filling her time with camps…This week she will be at OCBC’s summer VBS. 
• Our family’s living situation. Our rental house sold… We’ve not heard anything about future plans, but we 

assume it will be torn down at some point. Pray we will be able to continue in our current place for many years.
• Financial Update: Thanks to all our regular donors. There is a deficit each month, but occasional gifts help out.
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