Missions Moment for November 21, 2021

Update from Our Missions Family in Ethiopia (Names have been omitted)
We want to say a huge thank you for keeping us in your prayers and checking in on us
to see how we are doing. We want to clarify a few things about the situation in Ethiopia as there
has also been a lot of false news in the media, and many questions about how this affects us.
Our Country: The war has and is spreading… the previous ruling party (TPLF) took over an area 350km from
Addis. The Western media is very one-sided and is mainly reporting against the current PM, and not documenting the other
side. The TPLF has been committing huge human rights atrocities across the nation (which is not reported), including use of
child soldiers, raping, looting, using civilians as 'shields', etc. They also took food aid and vehicles that were supposed to be
used for the people of Tigray but are using them for military purposes… This definitely angers a majority of Ethiopians who
for the first time ever had peaceful elections and elected PM Abiy, which Western governments are now trying to depose in
favour of the authoritarian government that ruled for 30 years. Sadly, it has now seemed to revert to a 'Cold War'
mentality… A state of emergency was issued a few days ago. They have not announced when or what restrictions will take
place in Addis, but they could include curfew, house searches, drafting, and limited gatherings. Some foreigners have started
leaving the country.
Our Safety: Business is going on as usual in the city, and we feel safe. It would take a lot to take over or advance on
the city so we are doubtful this will happen. Some local media stations are also making false reports about the city being
surrounded, etc, but that is not true and is being used as propaganda… That being said, we have made emergency
contingency plans, packed emergency bags, stocked up on extra groceries, etc, just in case we do need to leave on short
notice. For us, that would mean if the war or violence moves into the city, then we would most likely leave for a time to a
neighbouring country. Again, it is our opinion that nothing will happen in the city, but we are prepared if it does.
Our Ministry: We continue to provide evangelism, leadership and peace/conflict training seminars, although most
will be in the city. We are waiting to see if they start restricting gatherings as part of the emergency measures. Y____ was
also asked to train the police next week (a timely opportunity) and will be doing occasional training in other cities, but flying
there instead of driving. Please pray for these opportunities, that hearts would be changed from violence to knowledge of the
Prince of Peace.
How you can help: Due to the war, inflation and rise in prices has made it extremely difficult for local people to
afford to live and buy basic food/supplies. We have also been in touch with believers from the Gumuz who fled for their lives
and have been living in the forest for months. While we cannot help all, we are contributing to a number of individuals who
are in great need, especially for basic food. Please join us in praying for those who are persecuted, displaced, suffering and in
need at this time. [If able to help those in need, go to icms.org and under Africa search for Hiwot Mentorship Society]

November 17th Update from Rei Aldaba: (greatly abbreviated)
Thank you everyone for your prayers. Finally, I made it to the mission field (in Morong)
all because of God’s mercy and abundant grace through our Lord Jesus Christ! God provided me a
house that had been vacant for two years. My brother’s friends, some of whom are farmers,
volunteered to clean it one day before I arrived. I can’t imagine how much dust and garbage they
cleaned out… I spent the next two days fixing things inside the house, and doing more cleaning…
God not only provided me a place to stay but also access to communicate with the rest of
the world through Al, my (new) neighbour (in Morong)… Al was born into a very rich family in
Manila, messed up his life big time… but has encountered Jesus… In short, he surrendered his life, turned around, and just
last year, built another house here in Morong equipped with swimming pool and internet. He invited me to stay at his place
for free. I politely declined and chose a smaller but decent place just beside his house to keep myself living in a low-profile
way of life… He is allowing me to use his wi-fi signal until I get one of my own.
Looking back at the hassles and inconveniences I went through to get to Morong, including the death of my brother,
I thought God was a bit late in His responses. But no, with everything prepared before my arrival, God was ahead of time!
To donate to Rei, go to: www.fellowship.ca Click on Fellowship International, then Ministry Personnel. Aldaba is the first name on the list

