
1 John 3:11-24 

 

Priest: Am I my Brothers Keeper? 

 

1. Loving the world leads to hating (br)others 

 

“And the Lord made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin and clothed them” 

(Genesis 3:21) 

 

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 

shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

(Genesis 3:15) 

 

“Cain was followed by Abel, who was killed by his brother and served as the first prophetic 

symbol of the city of God. He was like an alien on earth, destined to suffer cruel persecutions at 

the hands of the wicked men who can properly be called natives of earth because they love this 

world as their home and find happiness in the worldly felicity of the earthly city” (Augustine, 

City of God, 15.15) 

 

2. Loving God leads to loving (br)others 

 

“While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 

them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 

my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them 

out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am 

not of the world.” 

(John 17: 12-16) 

 

“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

    but a body have you prepared for me; 

 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

    you have taken no pleasure. 

 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

    as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, 

“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the 

second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all.” 

(Hebrew 10:4-10) 

 



3. It’s a Matter of the Heart 

 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, 

    and desperately sick; 

    who can understand it? 

‘I the Lord search the heart 

    and test the mind, 

to give every man according to his ways, 

    according to the fruit of his deeds.’” 

(Jeremiah 17:9-10) 

 

“We have confidence through the work of Christ to come before the Father  

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

(Hebrews 4: 14-16) 


